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having (as "tis call d) put me into 
e DoCtors-Cormmont, 1 will, for the Satisfaction 
of thoſe who may otherwiſe think you a- 
bus d by me, and. not. me by. you, at- 
tempt, 1n this Letter, to ſet the Difference 
between you and we (and the Cauſes there- 
of) in a true and clear Light. In May 
1725, I firſt became acquainted with you, at one Hilton's, 
where you paſs'd for the Widow of one Sir Fohn Williams, 
Isa Welſh Gentleman, then lately deceas'd. Hilton reported 

you, in Lands, Money, &c. worth at leaſt three thouſand 
Pounds, and without ever a Child living; repreſenting you 
helides, a Woman of Modeſty, and of all other praiſe- 
orthy Qualifications and Accompliſhments, And I 
1ding your Perſon and Converſation agreeable, conclu- 
4 an Inter-marriage with you would much advance my 
Happineſs. I thereupon made my Addreſſes, which you 
rere pleas d to admit of; acquieſcing (when, before Mar- 
nage, I enquir'd of your ſelf ) that Hilton's above-men- 
ion'd Account of your Circumſtances was Fact, and pro- 
luc'd Sir John's Will, Cc. in Confirmation thereof, I 
hen acknowledg'd L had not wherewith to anſwer your 
7D — K 2 Worth, 
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Worth, and frankly gave you a genuine Account of my 1 
Circumſtances ; to all which you gentilely reply'd, That” 
you was always of Opinion, Happineſs conſiſted not in 
the Abundance of Riches, and that your Father, a Wol- 
len-Draper, Brother to the late Sir William Pritchard, by 
his Will, left _ a thouſand Pounds, which the ſaid Sir Mil- 


liam ( your 
Child of his own) ten thouſand Pounds, on Condition you'd 
have marry'd a deform d Gentleman of his recommending ; 
but you (you ſaid) rather choſe to marty Sir e Williams, 
whom you fell in Love with at a Boarding- 

but faurteen Tears old, and fo loſt your Friends (eſpecially 
your rich Uncle's_) Good-Will, Adding, that to your great 
Surprize and Misfortune, about three Years after you had 


been marry'd to Sir John, and had had two Children 


(one alive) by him, you diſcover d his being before mar- 
ry d to the Lady Catherine, Siſter to the Earl of Pembrook, 


then (and ſtill) living. This Diſcovery (you ſaid) ſo far 


affected you, as to Occaſion a Fit of Siekneſs, that twas 
thought you never would have recover'd of: However, 
you conſider d that you were marry'd to Sir John, with- 


out being privy to his having then another Wife; that 


he had receiy'd your Money; that you had a Child alive 
by him; that twould be troubleſome to ſue out a Divorce; 
and that, even in that Caſe, your Fortune was ſpoil'd: 


Whereupon, you reſolv'd (he aſſuring you that be neither | 


would nor could live with the ſaid Lady Catherine, who 
was Lynatick)) to live with him, and make him as good a 


Wife as youcould ; and that accordingly you had been 


his Wife, (tho' he having another, you was not in 


bis Will calld by tis Name) and had livd with him 


Eighteen Years, in which Time you'd had eight Children by 
him, all dead, the laſt that dy'd being the Girl. mention'd 
in his Will, by the Name of Elizabeth Williams, and which 
(you ſaid) dy'd about a Month after him, and was bur- 
ry'd (as he was) in Wales, where (you intimated) Sit 

ohn and you had almoſt allalong liv'd ; you having (you 
{11d ) very few Acquaintance in London, and but one Re 
lation, a Brother, with whom you had but little Correſ 
pondence. This (and much more to this Purpoſe) bein 


related to me by your ſelf, and confirm'd hy your Friend 


Hilton 


ncle) offer d to have made up (he having ao 


hool, when 
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Hilton, I coneluded that you, who had been fo good a 
Wife (as I was made believe) to a Man who had (in ha- 
ving another Wife) abus d you in Marriage, would cer- 
tainly be one of the beſt of Wives to me, whole Circum- 


ſtances (tho but trivial) were, inevery Reſpect, altogether 
as good as I had repreſented them, viz. to the Value of 


between three and four hundred Pounds, all of my own Ac- 
om from leſs than a ten Pounds Beginning, as I then 
airfy inform'd you, and youſeem'd therewith well pleas d; 
ſhewing me an Indenture that (you ſaid) one Eſquire God- 
win had (without your Conſent) caus'd to be ingroſs'd, 
in order (would you have marry'd him) to have ſettl'd a 


3 of two hundred Pounds 4 Tear on you. That you 


ould reject ſuch an Offer, and take up (at the ſame Time) 
with me, without any Jointure, was a little ſurprizing, 
but was (I thought) owing to my good Stars, and prompt- 
ed me (as was doubtlets your and Hiltons Deſign) to fi- 


niſh the Affair. 


'$. 2. On the 3d of Fuly 1705, our Nuptials were ſolem- 
niz d, and have prov'd-introductory to a Scene, in all its 
Parts, different from what I expected. Firſt, As to Ka- 
venhila-Eſtate, in the Reverſon of which, you pretended, as 
Deviſee of Sir Fohn Williams, to have an Intereſt, within a 


few Days after our Marriage, one Odding ſels inform'd me 


of a Claim he had thereto, by Virtue of Conveyances there- 
of, executed to him and his Heirs, by the ſaid Sir John 


Williams, in his Life-time, and one Roger Williams, whoſe 
_ paternal Eſtate it was, and who was (then) (till in Poſſeſſi- 
on thereof, for nine hundred Pounds Conſideration; which 


Conveyances he produc'd, but own'd he'd paid but a {mall 


Part (little more than one hundred Pounds) thereof. I 


thereupon, with your Conſent, purchas d in his Claim for 
One hundred Guineas, gave him Security for the Payment 
thereof, and accepted a Conveyance of the Premiies from 


tim. Almoſt immediately after this, the ſaid Roger Wil- 


liams exhibited a Bill in Chancery, ſetting forth ( inter alia) 


that neither Sir John Williams, nor the {aid Odding cls, ever 
| had any other Intereſt in thole Premiſes, or the Reverſion 


thereof, than a bare Jruſt, and pray'd that all thoſe Convey- 
ances might be ſet aſide by the Decretal Order ot that Court, - 
as having been all obtain d without any vaiuable Conſidera- 
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tion, and intended to be only in Truſt for himſelf. You: 
and I join'd in fuch Anſner as we were advis d to, and 
exhibited a Groſe Bill (in Vindication of our Demands) a- 
gainſt the ſaid Roger Williams and Ann his Wife ; who. 
both, by their Auſmer, politively deny d that Sir John 


Wil- 
liams ever had any Intereſt (other than in Truſt) in the ſaid 
Premi ſes, or the Reverſiun thereof. You having ſeemingly an 
Intereſt in thoſe Premiſes by Deviſe, and I by Purchaſe, we 


were advis'd, by Fine, &c. to unite, nyt £545 ſuch In- 
hich in or about 


tereſt as we had, to ſome third Perſon; 
November 1706, was accordingly done to Mr. Cave, as a 
ſecurity for Money due to him, and then in Truſt for me. 


Thus your Eftate prov d a dark Article; I thereupon ſet 
my ſelf to enquire after the ſeveral Sim of Money (you pre- 


tended) due to you, of which I found not One Penny 


- would be paid in, without going to Law for it. Which 


ut me upon (rather, I thought, than be cheated of what 
i took to be your juſt Due) commencing ſeveral Suits, as 


well in Lay, as in Equity; but commencing Sms, inftead 
of haſtening in the Pence, only put the Perſons ſu d on 


Reviling Me, You, and your'leſtator. 


6. 3. Having thus a little refreſh'd your Memory of the 


Diſappointments, both as to the Efate and Money I expected 
to have come into the Poſſeſſion of at marrying you, you 


may alſo pleaſe to call to Mind, that altho I could get no 


Money (on your Account) paid in; yet I had (on your 
Account) more than a few Duns for Money, ſome who 
claim d it as due from your ſelf, and others, as due from 
your Teſfator. As to the laſt, it was ſufficient (tho* neither 
to them nor me ſatisfactory) to tell them we had no Aſets. 


But the firſt were not ſo eaſily to be anſwer'd ; about 


3 Peunds J paid in redeeming your own and your dead 
night's Cleaths and Goods out of Pawn, but found them 
not worth near ſo much Money, and thereupon reſolvd 


> 


to redeem no more, but left thoſe who had them, to make 


their belt of em. Of the Bills ſent me (on your Account) 


one was from Eſquire Godzin, who was to have (wiſh he'd 


had) marry'd you, and have ſett]I'd two hundred Pounds a 
Year om you; his Bit came to between ſeven and eight 


Pounds, and was for treating you, Hilton, &c. he having 
(be ſaid) a Promiſe of Marriage; but the Eſquire being 


made 


a. Ds SH SET oo ot 


made a Prifener for his own Debts, that he was unable to 
pay (ox, I believe, any part of em, his Ef#ate being mort- 
caged for more than twas worth) his Bill, tho ſent 
and deliver d by an Attorney, came to nothing. About the 
latter end of Auguſt (1705) your Friend Hilton caus d me 
to be arreſted for fifry Pounds, ſecur d to him by a Bond exe- 
cuted by you, (not by me, as you now tell ſome People.) 
This being a conſiderable Alion, and I being threaten'd 
with many more ſuch, (on your Account) I took Shelter 
(excellent Comfort, was it not? for a new marry'd-Man! ) 
in the Fleet! However, on the Account of all theſe Mat- 
ters, I only blam'd my own (fatal) Inaderrtency, and 
quarrel'd not with you © «© © 
5. 4. Some may perhaps think the Matters already re- 

lated, were hard enough for me to bear on your Arount, 
who, even from them, mult evidently appear to havebeen 
(to me) a Cheat. But (alas!) theſe ( with me) were 
trivial, in Compariſon of others that more nearly related 
to your felf, which you muſt give me Leave alſo briefly 
to relate: And firf, Within a few Days after our Mar- 
nage, I was inform d the Girl you kept (and which be- 
fore Marriage, you told me was your God- Child, that Sir 
John had given you Leave to bring up, but ſhould, if! 
deſir d it, be ſent to its Parents) was your onn, the very _ 
ſame mention d in Sir Fohx's Will, and ſaid by you to be 
dead; you being ask d, own'd the fame ; whereupon, 1 
(fallowing the Abuſe) went with you to the oman, 
at whoſe Sc ſhe had been educated ſome Years, and 
agreed for continuing her there one Year longer ; but be- 
ore ſhe enter d on that Years Schooling, a farther 8 E- 
CRET relating to this Girl was brought to Light ; that 
is, that ſhe was neither Sir John s, nor yours, but One that 
you'd borrow d of (one Chambers )) a Rag-Pair-Botcher,and 
made Sir John believe was born of your Body, and begotten 
by himſelf ; whereupon he had, for above ten Years, 


3 


(for upwards of that Age ſhe then was) been at the Ex- 


pence of bringing her up, in a manner anfwerable to 
(not his Purſe, but) his Quality; this alſo, being charg d 
with it, you own'd, and went with me to the Girls Fa- 
ther and Mother, who (tho poor, and ſtock d with Chil- 
uren) own'd this their Child, and took her Home, Se- 
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condly, Whereas, before Marriage, zou and Hilton told me, 


our Father was a Wollen-Draper, Brother to Sir Milliam 


Pritchard ; that he left you a thouſand Pounds; that you 
were marry'd to Sir Fohn Williams at fourteen Years of dee; 8 


and bad had eight Children by him, and a Miſcarriage 


juſt after his Death: Soon after Marriage, I was more 
truly inform d, that your Father was a poor Taylor, no- 


thing of Kin to Sir William: Pritchard ; that at your Father's 
Death, (he leaving you Nothing). your Uncle Wayland, a 
Wyer-Drawer, took you Prentice, out of pure Charity; and 


afterwards, upon your refuſing to ſerve him (tho the 
Time you were bound for, was not out) any longer, pro- 


curd you 4 Service to do all Work, at which you conti- 


nu d not long before you teok to a looſe Life; and that 


you became acquainted with Sir John Williams when you 


were about rmenty four Years old, and livd with him 
thence forward until his Death; but, ſo far as either 
vour OWN, or Sir John's Relations, can (as they ſay) inform 


me, never was marry d to him, or believ d foto be; nor 


ever was known, reported, or thought once to be with : 
Child in your Life, excepting of the Child before-menti- 
on'd, that you borrow'd of the Rag-Fair- Man, and which, 
along with you, I took to my Houſe, and had thereupon 
the Honour of being complimented, on the Account of my 
L 


honeſt Wife's Sham-Baſftard ! And which was even wo 


than all the reſt, you were ſo far from having liv'd moſt 
of your Time in Wales, and having few Acquaintance in 
London, that you had liv d altogether (excepting now and 
then for a few Weeks) in London, had a prodigious Num- 
ber of Acquaintance, yet ſcarcely One but who eſteem'd 


you as ill a Woman as the Town afforded. So that I had 
not only. the Misfortune to be Filted, but that of having 
it publickly known. _ 5 . 5 
5. 5. It can't be imagin d, but that the Diſappointments, 
and Matters above related, muſt ſomewhat ſour my 
Tember, and prevent my entertaining you with ſo many 


Endearments as would have been your Due, had your (ir- 


cumſtances and perſonal Qualifications been ſuch, as before 

Marriage, you, and your Friend Hilton repreſented them. 

Yet I bore all as compos'dly as I could, and am not * 
| | | | priz 


that you had moſt of your Time liv'd with him in Wales, 
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priz'd that I any. ways male-treated you on any (of all) 
thele Accounts. Indeed I well hop'd many Things laid 
to your Charge, were Fiftiont, and only believ'd to be tru 
becauſe you were known to have been guilty of ſome ill 
Things; at leaſt I was willing to preſume you were then 
of Age (45) to ſee your Errors, and take to a more re- 
purable Courſe of Life; than you had (by Report) hiv'd be- 
tore ; and might, to your Power, make a good Wife, as 
ſeme Women of your Sort have done. In theſe Hopes I 
often told you Id not reflect on you for what you was 
(or was ſuppds d) guilty of before 1 marry'd you, not 
quarrel with yott abcut your Circumſtancec, tho they prov d 
my Rin ; but would, if neceſſitated, take you with me 
to ſome other Part of the Kingdom, where thoſe ſcandalous 
Stories (true or falſe) might not be heard of, Büt (alas!) 
you having been all your Life us d to Intrigues and Lend- 
nes, and having marry'd me only to keep your ſelf from 
tur ing, (having then not one Shilling in the World, but 
what you borrow'd) could not (tho' marry'd) break off 
io ſoon (as at 45) from your old Courſe of Life. Where- 
4pon you made your Maid your Confident, (tho' by your 
making her almott drunk, ſhe prov'd a deceitful one) and 
hey for a Gallant { tho' a ſcandalous one. My Minutes furs 
nih me with the following Account of that Intrigue, viz. 
pretending your felf with CEi/d, (which I believe you ne- 
ver was in your Life, for the ſame Reafon that common 
Paths bear no Graſs) you deſir'd to go for ſome Days 
to Epſom, which you did; and at your Return, told a 
Story of (you pretended) a ages Exciſe-man you hap 
pen d into Company with at Epſom; or in your Journey 
thĩither; and then defir'd to take 1 for ſome Time 
at Greenwich, I confented, and on Avg, the 2d, (1706) 
without my ſuſpecting your Intention, you went thither 
to lodge, and two Days after I paid you a Viſit there, 
tay'd with you all Night, and the next Morning ycu came 
with me to this ſide of Deptſord, then turn'd back, and J. 
at my coming Home, {cnt (as you had directed me) your 
Maid with tome Things you wanted; ſhe return'd very 


late in the Evening, and (as I obſerv'd) almoſt drank - 


Upon my blaming her fer being ſo late, ſhe excus d her 
fel” (y laying ſhe made all the Hafe ſhe could after ſhe 
| =; parted 
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ated from you at Deptford, whither ſhe came with you 
— Greenwich, and where the left you in Company with 

a Gentleman, with whom (ihe ſaid) you had been in the 
Morning, and who had mide much both of you and her; 
and who alſo you were (ſhe {a1d) acquainted with before 
you knew either ne or Sir Fohn Williams, She beg d of me 
not to let you know what ſhe had told me; I promis d 
her I would not, and charg d her not to tell you herſelf. 
Auguſt the, gth you came Home, ſaid nothing of your ha- 


ving been at Deptford; but return'd to Greenwich Augult the 


14ths,. L then plainly perceiv d you had an Iutrigue on foot, 
and thereupon vehemently ſuſpected you were really ſuch 
a Woman as you had ſo often been -xepretented to me; 
and in- order to diſcover what I could, as you had wade 
your Maid your Confident, I engag'd her to betray you, and 
by Means of her, uſually knew before-hand what you 
intended to act; and her Honeſty, as to me, in that Afair, 
was juſtify'd by her Predictions, (for ſuch they weie to me) 
in almoſt every Particular punctually coming to paſs. 
On Aguſt 17 you. paid another Viſit at Deptford, ſtay/d 
there all Night, but. return d the next Day to Greennich, 
and on Sunday Morning (Aaguſt 18) T again waited on 
you at your Lodg inge there, you preſented me with ſome 
Filberts, Grapes, and Peaches, telling me they were given 
you, by an old Acquaintance of yours, one, Mrs. Park 
at Deptford, to whoſe Houfe, you that Day, after After- 
noon Sermon, carry'd me, (that I might have been ſeen 
by your real old Acquaintance, who lodg'd there;) we were 
treated (gentilely enough) by your pretended, old Acquain- 
tance, Mrs. Park, who aſſiſted you in entertaining me with 
Relations of Matters pretended to have paſs'd between her 
and you above fixtecn Years before, when ſhe aud you 
had not known each other (as I then knew) ſo many 
Days. But your He old ſcandalous Acquaintance, (for whoie 
fake you went thither, and carry d me for him to view, 
and) who had been (according to Report) under 
Sentance of Death, and was then a BUM, and who (and 
not Mrs. Park, bis Landlady, as you pretended) had the 
Night before preſented you with the Fruit you beſtow'd (I 
thank you) on me, and who was alſo at the Expence of 
ihe Treat you and I then participated of, did not a 

OW: 
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However, your pretended old Acquaintance, Mrs. Park, is 
indeniably a good Woman, as appears in her entertaining, 
as a Lodger, your BUM-Gallaxt, (tho' ſhe knew he'd a 
Wife and Children, and that her Neighbours reflected on her 
fer ſo doing) without having any other Perſon (except 


when your Ladyſhip oblig'd 'em with your Company) in 


her Hoyfe, but him and her ſelf, and her keeping his and 
your Counſel as ſhe did. Auguſt 21, your Maid, you 
dictating, wrote a Letter in your Name to your BUM- 
Gallart, whoſe Name I now found to be Brooker ; it began, 
(for Ircad it before you ſent it) Dear Sir —and you there- 
in aſſur'd him, your Maid whom he ſuſpected) was fo very 
faithful, (ſee how you was miſtaken) that you could put your 
Life into her Hands. Upon reading this Letter, Brooker 
(as ſhe ſaid) made much of her, and told her, you had 


nicely laid the Plot, in making ine believe that his Land- 


lady and you were old Acquaintance. Then he wrote, and 
ſent, by her, an Anſmcr to yours, in ſomewhat, more. 
polite Terins than could have been expected from a' BUM. 
It began (for I firſt heard you (tho you Knew it not) read 
it, and afterwards read it my ſelf) Dear Madam ———, 
and thercin, amongſt other Matters, he told you. he did 
not appear on Sunday, leaſt his Preſence ſhould have caus d 
ſome Suſpition in your Husband, (whereby it appear'd 
that your BUM was endu'd with more "Modeſty than 
you.) He concluded— Tour faithful and affectionate 
Friend and Servant till Death, T. Brooker. Now, hoping 
it might, in the End, turn as much to my Advantage in 
a Divorce Cauſa Adulterij, as to your preſent Satisfaction 
in perpetratione Criminis, (theſe Latin Words can't be 
much amiſs, becauſe you afterwards told me, that had my 
Project taken Effect, in order to have had a Divorce on the 
Account of Adultery, I muſt not only have prov'd Brooler 
and you in Bed together, but I muſt have prov'd Rem in Re, 

nothing leſs being ſufficient to prove a, Woman a Where.) 

] reſolv'd to offer him and you an Opportunity of lying to- 

gether at my Houſe, that being (I thought) the beſt way 

to have Proof of it; and in order thereto, I pretended 

Buſineſs at Colcheſter, adding that J intended at the fame 


Time to go into Soll; of which you (as J expected) pre- 


lently inform'd your Maid, as allo of your Reſolution, = 
| | 2 ©: nn 


| 

. 

12 
1 
15 
Pi 
F 
iT 
ri 


x2) 


caſe I went, to ſend for Brooker and Mrs. Park; in the 


interim, (C Septepber. 8. 1706) you (ag I think) accidentally 
mention'd, ang then entertain'd me with a long Diſcourſe 


about (this) Mr. Brooker, and what patſs'd. between him 
and you in your youthful Days; and ſaid you never lov'd 


any other Man ſo well in your Life. I ask'd what was 
become of this Mr. Brooker, and you aſſur d me you knew 
not, for you bad neither ſecn no heard of him for above 
a d:zen Years beſore; when I then knew (as already related) 
you had been treated by tum, and actually (and to your 
own Knowledge) lodg'd in the ſame Houſe (perhaps Bed) 
with him ſeveral Times, within leſs than a Month before. 
Sept. 10, I hir d an Horſe for my Journey, and inform'd you 
of it, and of my Intention of ſetting ont on See, 12. and to 
be gonę four or five Days. You preſently ſent Word to your 


BUM, inviting him and his Landlady to be (as I was told) 


Night and Day at my Houſe during that Time, I ſet out at 
my Time, (Friday Morning) and juſt as I was going cut of 
the Door, your Maid ſaid to you, when my Maſter is gone, 
Madam, we'll kill theſe Pidgeons, (meaning a couple of 
tame Pigeons then in the Yard) and cat em; to which you 
hypocnitically anſwer'd, no indeed, we wont; do you 
think VII entertain my ſelf with Dainties, when my Love 
is not at Home to haveſome with; me! But (as ſoon as I was 
gone) you haſted to Aartet, and bought Fowis, DNeats- 
Tongues, &c. for the Entertainment of your expected 
Gueſs; but (to my Diſappointment, as well as yours) the 
Day prov'd wet, and they fcaring the Rain had prevented 
my Journey, did not come; and you thereupon fretted 
your ſelf ck ; but recover d (on Monday, Sept. 15) at the 
Sight of your BUM's Landlad), whom you oblig'd to 
ſtay all Night, and (by four a Clock) next Morning you 


ent your Maid for Mr. BUM himſelf, who attending you, 


1 Dinner was provided, which conſiſted of the before- men- 
tion'd Forls roaſted, a Neck of Mutton boild, ſome Tarts 

fetch d from the Paſtry, Cooks, and a Bottle of Wine, all 

theſe at your Charge; to which was added a nice Dith 
of Frait, brought to the Table after Dinner, at your 

BUM's Expence. At Dinner you were all (ſaid yout 

Confident) very merry, and you, your BUM, and his 

Landlady, all heartily wiſh'd fome 1Miſchief might befal 
| | | me 
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me on the Road, fo that I might never come Home again! 
And my Cherry Brandy went briskly about! The Remains 
of your Entertainment, J found, at my Return that Evening, 


hid in divers obſcure Places, but took no Notice to you 


of it. Sept. 24 J treated an Acquaintance at my Houſe, 
and juſt as he left me, another Gentleman call'd upon 
me, with whom I went to the Tavern, whereupon you 
conceiv d Id, in his Company, drink to a pitch beyond 
having a command of my Tongue. Late in the Evening 
came Heme, and went, with you, to Bed; when there, 
you pretended your ſelf mightily fond of me, told me you 
/av'd me dearly, believ'd me the be of. Husbands, that you 
was very ſorry your. Circumſt ances did not anſwer my Ex- 
pe. xtat ions, that however you'd make me an Amends as well 
as you could, that you'd ſcorn to cheat nie, rail at me, 
or give me Cauſe to be jealous of you, Cc. as ſome Women 
ſerv'd their Husdands! I then, knowing the Courſe you 


took, gueſs d at your Deſign, and had (tho' full enough 


of Wine) Senſe ſufficient to treat you with as much Sham- 


Kindneſs as you did me. The next Day at Night (you, 


being gone to Bed) your Confident 1nform'd me, that 
whilſt I was at the Tavern, you told her you was afraid 
I'd got ſome Notion of your keeping Brooker Company, 
and of your having Money conceal'd, Cc. but that if 1 
came Home drunk, you'd try if it was fo or not; and 
that you had that Day told her, you was then aſſur d I 
did not at all ſuſpe& you. She proceeded to relate (which 
ſhe could not have known but from you) almolt every 


Word that had paſs'd between you and me the Night before 


in Bed, and told me you concluded with telling her, you 
found you could ont wit me, and that you did believe 
your (then) laſt Nights talking to me, had wor the Fool's 
Heart for ever! Was not your taking theſe Ideaſares 10 
diſcoyer whether I was appriz'd of your Intrigue, a ſuffi- 
cient Cauſe to believe it a ſcandalous one? And who ſhall 
put Confidence in (or have Reſpect for) a Wife, who thus 
treats her Hasband ? September 26, (having firſt waſh'd and. 
{cour'd your Corps all over) you went to be a few Day: 


and Nights too, in the ſame Huuſe with your BUM, (but 


without telling me any Man lodg'd in the Houſe, for his 
Landlady, your pretended Acquaintance, you repreſented 
Ee oy - $0 
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| ( 14 ) : 
me as a läne Woman.) September 27. your BUM there 
(as you at your Return, October 1, reported to your Maid, 
and ſhe to me) treated you. (at Dinner) with a roaſted Pig. 
On the 28th, with the Remains of that Pig, and ſome 
roaſted Pidgeons.. On the 29th wieh a roafted Gooſe, Oh 
tbe zoth with-Fonles roaſted, and a Neck of Awton boitt'd 
with (olh-Floners; the Pig Pidpeons, Gooſe, and Fowles; were 
(you nid) all kill'd and dreſs'd by your BVM; and yeu had 
Chocolate every Morning. And on October the 11t, having 
din'd with a Diſh-of 'Fiſh, you came (as before ſaid) 
Home; that is, about eighto' th' Clock in the Evening, in a 
Coach, ſo very drank, that you could neither go, fand, nor 
ſpeak plain; fo that you got three Falls whiltt preparing 
{your ſelf for Bed, two as pulling off your Stockings, and 
one backwards off the Chamber-Pot. Ard your Maid (whom 
I had, at your Deſire, ſent to conduct you Home) aſſur'd 
me, that your BUM deſiring tb ſee her Legs, ſhe con- 
ſented, on Condition you'd thow yours too, whereupon 
he took firſt yours, and then her Petticoats up Knet-high ; 
and, upon viewing her and your Legs, declar'd if I went 
again into the Country, he'd: come to my Houſe, and he 
with her! No, anſwer d the, 'you fhall'lye with my Miſtreſs, 
for ſbe.loves you, and you her; Aye, but, reply'd he, ſhe has 
an Husban'; No Matter (ſaid ſhe) for that. At which 
(lhe ſaid) you all laugh d; and then you ended the Diſ- 
courſe, by drinking the: following Health to your BUM, 
viz. Dear Tommy, (ſaid you) here's remembering your Wife 
and, my: Hasband, wiſhing them bath dead, and in their Graves. 
Your BM (having ech out an hearty Curſe) pledg d 
yon; and at the ſame Time aſſur'd you, that whenever 
you pleasd, he'd receive you for good and all, and would 
go and de with you in Jreland, n. 
As to ydur above-merition'd Extertainment at your BUMs 
Lodgings, you made the ſame Report of the Particulars 
ont to me your felf, only you usd Mrs. Park's Name, 
inſtead of your BUM's ; you alto told me Mrs. Park lov'd 
you ſo dearly, that ſhe cvery Night lay with her Arms 4- 
round you and probably enough your BUM might ſo do. 
I now (having no good Pretcxt for anotlier Country 


Journey) detparr'd of ſurprizing your BUM and you 1n + 


Bed together; and fear'd, in Cale he and you (as hed 
FO FE 2 2 <-. -.Propes'd} 
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propos d) ſhould really go. for Jreland, he'd be for taking 
along with you whatever. you could rob me of; I: there- 
upon (tho probably it was a falſe Step) dictated a Letter 
in your Name to your Confident, (who us d td write 


abus (as you us d to pretend) by me, Cc. To which Let- 
ter (helicving it came really from you) he return d a ve- 
ry obliging and endearing Anſwer, promiſing to be your 
true Friend till Death, in all he could. I, within a few 
Days after, dictated to her a ſecond Letter, in your Name, 
propoting your meeting him, when; and where he (ſhould: 
pleaſe to appoint, with Goods (of mine) to a conſidera- 
ble Worth, and thercupon to leave me for ever after. 
This Letter ſhe deliver d, and requeſted his Anſner; but 
he only (as ſhe ſaid) told her, he'd tell you his Thoughts 
on that Matter the next Time he ſhould tec you. I found 
old Birds were not eaſily to be caught; and (to keep my ſelf 
from being diſcover d) reſolv'd to keep you as long as I 
could from being again in your BUM's Company; and 
in the mean Time, to adjult the Settlement of our Title 
(ſuch as it was). to Kavenhila-Eftate. Some Time in Au- 
guſt (1706) your Maid told me you intended to preſent 
your BUM-Gallant (doubtleſs as a Recompence for his 


and, on the 22d of October following, you laid out thirty 


(I think) never enjoy d it. el 
§. 6. During the Iime of my obſerving your Motions 
in the above- mention d lutrigue, (the Concluſion of which 
ſhall be ſet down by and by) 1 (even unavoidably) came 
to. the Knowledge of divers other: Matters, which (as 
well as this Intrigue) evidenc'd your being 4 mere Divel 
of 4 Wife. , 1. Your taking all Opportunities of. ſhewing 


dalizing many Pertons who were of my Acquaintance 
betore Marriage, purely (as I believe) to create Differen- 
ces between them and me, thereby effectually to prevent 
their frequenting my Houſe and Company, and conſequent- 


Fly their informing ine of what they Heard, and obſerv'd of 


and concerning you and your Conduct. 2. Your. ſpeaking 


ry el ſighting'y, and with a Diſeferm of me on all Ac- 


counts, 


your Letters to. him) intimating your being barbaroxſly 


Dexterity at exerciſing Rem in Re) with a Gold Ring; 


Shillings on a Cornelian Seal Ring for that Purpoſe ; tho he 


a Diſreſpect for, nay, of affronting, reproaching, and ſcan- 
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| (after you d embellith'd the fame as you thought fit) the 


this to the Value (as I obſerv'd after I was appriz d on't, 


ſuch Money as-you-inform'd me you wanted on any ne- 


(16) 

counts, when and where you conceiv d it would not 
come to my Knowledge; vaunting to every one, that 
you was a Baronet's Mido of a good Fortune, and had un- 
adviſedly demean d your ſelf in marrying ſuch a mean, 


diſreputable Srories (true or falſe) that you could hear of, 
concerning nie, or any of my Relations of Acquaintance, 


common Sabject of your Converſation amongtſt thoſe you 
caball'd with, in order (it muſt be) to leſſen my Reputa« 
tion; imagining, perbaps, by thoſe Meaſures to ſecure 
your ſelf from Cen ſure, on the Account of your Intrignes, 
and other baſe Practices. 4. In your cheating me (tho 
you'll not allow that a Woman can be ſaid to cheat her 
Husband, all he is poſſeſs' d of being (you ſay) equally 
hers) almoſt whenever you took or laid out Money; and 


(by Means of your Confident) and had procurd a Key 


-aſb;) of ten, fifteen, or more Slillings weekly; which Pe 
you (though on other Occaſions you aye parſimonious c of 
nough) uſually laid out after ſuch a Manner, as expos'd N 
you (tho' you'd not believe it) as well as me to Cenſtire, N 
This was not only impoveriſhing, but higbly diffatisfa- .“ 
Cory to me, who (as you well know) never refus'd yott (For 


to 51 Drawer, and ſo had daily Acceſs to your private IL 


ceſſary Occaſion whatever. 5. That you was fo notort- YOU 
ous à Dar, as that twas impoſſible, on any Account Nha 
whatever, for me to know, or even gueſs, what was, or Nn 
was not true, from your affirming or denying it. 6. That P. 
thoſe Faults (I may tay Crimes) of Which you your ſelf ou 
nas gnilty, you'd: often charge on (me and) others, in thoſe p. 
Reſpects innocent ; and this, I think, merely to prevent $00, 
your own being ſuſpected. - I've feveral Times known Rat 
you aftrm, (nay, ſolemnly ſware) that you knew fuch Pe a 
and ſuch Things to be Matters of Fact, which were, in Vas 
Reality, only Stories, contriv'd by your ſelf to blaſt the te 
Reputation of Perſons againſt whom you had (for their be- 
ing too honeſt for your Purpoſes) taken a Diſfaſt. 7. Your nun 
keeping a Grreſpondence with thoſe with whom I was ft foi 
on your Account, ar Lan, and informing them what 

| MeaturesF 


1 good home-brewd Ale in my Cellar ; but that (tho' you 
the (bed Freedom to drink as much, and as often as you pleas'd 
(ont) would not ſatisfy you, but (unknown to me) you 


had two, three, four, nay, ſometimes five or ſix Pint- 
Pots of Stout-Beer 11 a Day from the Ae. houſe; ſo that 
you went to Bed almoſt every Night indiſpos'd. I took 
it, at firſt, for the Effects of a weak and ſickly Conſtitu- 
tion; but (in the Time of your Intrigue) ] diſtover'd 
twas genuine Druntenneſs, This Year (1706) at your 
Deſire, (but before I knew your Tricks) 1, with the beſt 
Maloſſus Spirits, made two three-Ga!lon Bottles of Black= 
Cherry Brandy, and you, in treating (p. 13.) your BUM, 


Bottles, fill'd it (September 22) up again with a Mixture 
of Finking Malt-Spirits and, New-River Hater; after which 


$4 Itwas at my Service, to treat my Friends with ! Octeber g, 
7) your BUM's Landlady brought a Gallon of 


is (French Brandy, and (before me) made you a Preſent of it; 
/out Hor old Acquaintance Sake ; whereupon I ſent for Wine, 
ne- And treated her, tho I then knew you was to pay (as 
05 You did) ten Shillings for it. Indeed twas not ſeldom 
hat you'd go two Journeys a Day at Bacchus s Plough. 
And probably, your being ſo frequently diſorder'd with 
Print, occaſion d your deporting your ſelf on other Ac- 


. Your daily revealing to your Maid (and to ſome others 
Joo) our Bed-Secrets in all their Circumſtances. A Thing 
hat moſt of the common Profitutes of the Town would 


mas (by Experience) convinc'd that twas Fact, an Anti- 
lite againſt your Embraces, and render d being in the lame 
ed with you deteſtable. And all the Matters hithert@ 
numerated, (and ſome others as bad, nay worſe, tho leſa 
okt for publick View, and therefore omitted) put together, 
hat ad ſuch an Influence on my Mind, as render d it (1 own) 
lucesFery Aficult for me to carry it O towards you, 83 pos 


— < 


always affected an Intimacy with thoſe that you knew 
lighted me, or were (lighted by me. 8. In making your 
ſelf a meer SOT, I never was (in thoſe Days) without 


is Landlady, Cc. having well near empty d one of thoſe 


ounts, Worſe than you would otherwiſe have done“ 


de aſham'd of! And which prov'd to ane, as foon as 1 
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you mould not miſtruſt my being appriz d of ſome of 


were inform'd dear Tommy was gone a Journey; and here 


aſſign'd no good Reaſon for it. I( not able longer to ſtift 
with your dear Tommy, and your having bought à Gold 


for the Ring, but could not 


em. But the Hopes of caching you and your B UM. 
Gallant, at ſome Time or other, napping, encourag d and 
enabl'd me, for ſome Time, to undergo the * ;na : 

5. 7. October 22 (1706) you purchas'd (as before (p. 
15.) related) a Gold Ring for your dear Tommy, the BUM; 
you kept it with your private Giſh, and there I ſeveral 
times ſaw it. On October the 25th it was to have been 
preſented (together with 4 Box of Clap-Pills)) to dear Tom 


my, but that Day prov'd wet. On October the zoth you 


— po_— FF n a. — 


my Minutes leave me; and my Memory, which has efte- 
Qually enough recorded the Fach, tho not the preciſe 
Times, muſt ſupply the Re; which take as follows, viz, 
Dear Tommy being gone into the Country, you hadrſome- 
thing more than an ordinary Uneaſineſs on your Spirits, 
and (for what Cauſe I know not) nothing would ſerve 
you, but an immediate Separation, and thereupon to De 
Eors Commons, and to the Temple, you (ſaid you) went to 
conſult how we might be parted, and how you might 
oblize me to allow you fifty Pounds a Year ; upon which 
I tent for your Siſter, who being come, you told her, as 
you had me before, that you was reſolv d to leave me, but 


my Reſentment) diſcover d what 1 knew of your /ntrigne 
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Ring for him. You (at firſt ) 5 deny'd all; I went 
nd it; whereupon you for 
ſwore it, calling me a great many hard Names for ſuggeſt 


 mng ſuch a Thing of you, But in ſome little Time, you 2 

Lachſbip (for ſo you ſet divers Perſons, by way of Afront tall ee 
me,tocall you) confeſs d the greateſt part of hat I charg , 
you with; and offer d none other Excyſe for ſuch you 5 
Doings, but that, That damn d Bitch (as you call'd Py F 
Lawſon your Maid) put youupon all thoſe Matters. Ve C 
fine! A marryd Woman (of 45) put upon committin| wn 
baſe and ſcandalous Actions, and this after her Reputation hac 


ſeverely ſuftcr'd on Suſpicon (at leaſt ) of the like Crime! 1 
by the Inſtigation of a young Servant-Wench! Tis uſuf ." 
ally ſaid, A bad Excuſe is better than none, but I conceivy 1 
noue had been really better than this; for as ſhe coul 


not have put you on ſuch Practices, without being her- 
ſelf an ill Perſon, ſo you muſt have been at leaſt as bad 
as ſhe, in following her ill Advice. You acknowledg'd 
that you had bought a Ring, with an Intention to have 
reſented it to Tom Brooker, (whom, till then, you never 
told me you knew where to find) and that having it in 
your Pocket, whilſt J was gone up Stairs in Queſt of it, 
you had thrown it down the Houſe of Office, that I might 
not find it. This I imagin'd might have been Truth, e- 
ſpecially when you aftirm'd the ſame the next Day, and 
ſaore to it, before both me, and your Mother. I there. 
upon made what Search I could in and about the Horſe of 
Offce for it; but in vain, Some Days after, a Gentleman, 
who was then my Patient, and lodg'd in my Houle, to 
whoſe Cuſtody (inftead of that of the Houſe of Office_) you 
had committed it, afforded me a Sight of it; but with all 
defir'd me not to let you know he had ſo done, leaſt (he 
ſaid) you ſhould Poyſon him, This Affair had like to 
have occaſion'd fuch a Fend as might. have been of ill Con- 
ſequence ; but upon your open Confeſſion, humble Submiſſi- 
on, and ſuper-abundant Promiſes of Amendment; and b 
way of Puniſhment, conſenting to do your Houſe-work 
your ſelf, your deceitful (my truſty ) Confident, Peg Lan- 
ſon, was dimiſs d, and you, on your future good Behaviour, 
receiv'd again into the Favorr of the Man (my ſelf) you 
had ſo notoriouſly abus d. 1 „ 
F. 8. Having liv'd about three Weeks without a Ser- 
yant, and given ſome Aſſurances that you'd: not, for the 
Time to come, do as you formerly had done, I gave you 
Leave to hire another Maid, who was, by Agreement be- 
tween us, to have known Mothing of Matters paſt ; but 
alas! you ſoon appriz'd her of All: And taking (as I 
x conceive) Encouragement from my Lenicy in the former 
Matter, you aſſum'd a Liberty of openly doing as you 
pleas d, in Defiance of my good mag” and Authority ; tel- 
ling me, to my Face, that Tom Brooker you did keep 
Company with, and would ſo do; and not only ſo, but 
would he with every Porter you could meet with, that 
People might point at me, and ſay, There goes 4 Cuckold ! 
In the Height of your thus Ranting, (in the Hearing of 
in your Neighbours} one unde, in the Afternoon Sermon- 
. „ | Time, 
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. 
Time, (in Decemb. 1 706: and telling me you was then going 
to ice Tom Brooker, I lock d the outward Door, put the Key 
into my Pocket, and, in the Kiichin, fate my ſelf down in 
my Chair; whilſt you went raving (made Woman like up 
Stairs by your ſelf, and (contrary to my Expectation } 
made your Eſcape out at the Window one Pair of Stairs 
high, but thereby incapacuated your ſelf for your inten- 


ded Vilit to your BUM, I ſent for a Surgeon, (of you 


own Acquaintance} who found (not you Neck broke, but) 
ſeveral of the {mail Boncs of one of your Feet diſlocated; 


them he reduc'd, and at my Deſire, did his beſt (I be- 


lieve) to prevent your being lame on that Occaſion, and 
in about a Months Time he effected a tolerable Cure, as 
good (for onght I know) as the Caſe would admit of, 
and a better ( I'm ſure) than you deterv'd. | | 


F. 9. The firſt Time you came down Stairs, after this 


Dat-at-the-Window-drophing- Adventare,was on a Sunday, whilſt 
I was at Church; when, in the Kitchin with the Maid, you 
happen'd of a Gentlewoman, whom you had never ſeen 
mor heard of, and who came to adviſe with me about a 


Friend of hers who was under my Care to be curd of 3 
Rheumatiſm : Her you attack d as one of my Whorcs,an 


threaten d to murder her. 


Now you determin'd to be reveng'd on your befores 
mention d perfideous(my truſty)Confident;in order toaccomy 


pliſh which, fir, you paid a Viſit(the very firſt Time of your 


going abroad) to one ſhe call'd Uncle, requeſting him to ſug- 
geſt to the then Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, that he fear d I had 
murder d his Kinſwoman, and thereupoti to take bis Lord- 


ſhip's Warrant for me, to oblige me, in my own Vindi- 
cation, to produce her, when (you told him) you'd take 


eftectual Care to have her ſent to Bridewell., He (as he 
told me) thank d you for your Kindneſs, but aſſur d you 
he had no Suſpicion of his Neice's being murder'd, and 


lov'd her too well to delire ſhe ſhould be ſeverely dealt 


with, for having done her Duty in detecting the Yillany 
of ſo ill a Woman. Secondly, Porters came as well to my 
Heuſe, as to her {aid Uncle's, pretending they were ſent by 
ſuch and ſuch (antnaun) Perions, Who wanted to ſee her, 


Jpeak with her, Cc. whence ſhe was to be eſteem'd a com- 


mon Whore, and her Kepores of you thereupon (tho 2 d 
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other) J could think on, to perſwade you to come down 


3 
before own'd em true) dicbeliev d; but upon my finding 
theſe Porters ont, and examining them, it appear d they 
were Fir d and employ d by you! Thirdly, I, one Day, o- 
ver-heard you telling a Neighbour, you had then fully diſ- 
ccver' d her (your Confident's) being a Whore, by a Letter 

ou'd receiv'd from Edinburgh, (where ſhe'd liv d) inform- 
ing you, ſhe'd there had a Fafard by a Soldier, and either 
had been, or had like to have been (I have forgot which) 
ſent to Bridemell for the ſame. I (ſurprizing you in telling 
the Story.) demanded to ſee that Letter; you then ſwore you 
had ſuch a Letter, but that 1 ſhould not ſee it; but you 
afterwards confeſs d to me, that the whole Matter was a Lye 
fram'd by you to blacken her Reputation, that what ſhe d 
ſaid of you, might not be credited. But admitting ſhe was 


as ill a Perſon as you endeavour'd to have her thought, 


could Proof thereof have contributed any thing towards my 
having a good Opinion of you, after I knew you'd actually 


been guilty of the Miſmanagements ſhe told me (before-hand) 


you would be guilty of, and thereby effectually diſeover d 
that her Account of your Conduct was Fact? Shall I disbe- 
lieve what I find to be Truth, becauſe an ill Perſon (or, if 
you will, the Dive!) was my Informer? Truth is (and will 
be) Truth, who ever tells it. But your Deſign was to have 
re- eſtabliſhd your own Reputation at the Expence of hers, 
and mine too. And thereupon the Meaſures you now 
daily took, occaſion'd Farrings, Cnteſ?s, and Diſcontents; 
you attempting, by Back-bitting and Slanders, to render 
my Reputation as black as your own. And beſides, ſo com- 
ported your ſelf, and committed ſuch Actions as made it 


(I think) juſtly ſuſpected you was not right in your Senſes, 


viz, going to Bed one Day, about the middle of the After- 
noon, indiſpos d, ( Anglice, drunk) a Perſon who was then 
in a Courſe of Salivation in the Room above where you 


was in Bed, made a Noiſe,Cor you dream'd he ſo did) and 


awak'd you, whereupon out of Bed you got, up into his 
Room you went, and abus'd him in ſuch a Manner as you 
thought fit, and all the while had Ning on, but your 


Shift, and that torn before, ſo that I ſuppoſe he had a Sight _ 


(much Good may it do him) of you can gueſs what.” I had 
then much a-do, by all the good Words (tor Ius d none 
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Months, and carry d it 


„ . 
out of bis Roy, and go to Bed again. Within a few Days 
after, Vu got out of Bed, hurl'd your Scarf over your 
Shift, and (having nothing elſe on) was going (as you 
ſaid when I ſtop'd you) to have paid a Viſit to a Gentle. 
wan who then liv'd in Cheapfide, Much about the ſame 


Time too, you, one Day, bedeck d your Hair and Head. 


eloths with Raſhes, after the manner of thoſe in Bedlam, and 
then in a (ſeeming) pleaſant Humour would needs ſing me 
(as you did) a Song, and dance a Fig ! Theſe Paſſages (and 
others of this Sort) added to your (about the fame Time) 
Stabbing your {elf (tho' (lightly) on the Breaſt; your re- 
ally having endanger'd your own Life, in dropping out 
at the Chawber-Windew ; your laying Fire-ſhovel and Tongs 
both at once with Violence over my Head, and being dil. 
axm'd of them, hurling a Looking-Glaſs at me, whereby it 
was broken to Shiver; and your (at another Time) throws 
ing a Quart ee en (when almoſt. full of Liquor) at 
my Head, which (had it hitvny Temple, might have HilFd 
me) cut my Ear thorow, Cc. made the whole Neighbonr- 
Load, who obſerv'd. your outragions Paſſions, Ravings, and 


diſorderly Comportment of your f{clf, ſuſpect (as Talmoſtdid 


my ſelf) that you was diſorder d in your Senſes, little lefs 
than diſtracted, and that twas unſafe for me to be in the 
Jame Houſe with you; and thereupon ſeveral of them ad- 
vis d me to get you into Bedlam. And who, I pray, can 
blame either them for ſo thinking, and ſo adviſing con- 
cerning you, or me, that I thereupon did then ( ae 
4726) adviſe with Dr. Newton, who keeps (as tis call'd) 
a Mad-Heoyſe; and whither you had then preſently gone, 
but that you, ſome way gaining a Notion on't, again pro- 
mis'd a Reformation ; and I, who was very unwilling to 


come to Extremitics, was prevaild on to make another 


Try, you conſenting to he by your ſelf, and to live a- 
gain Without a 1aid-Servant, and to do the Work of the 
Houſe your ſelf; which you continu'd to do for about two 

( I thought) pretty well. Where- 


upon (at your earneſt Deſire) I gave you Leave to hire a- 
nother Maid, which you did, and ſhe, Mary Nuby, enter d 
ber Service about the fourth Day April, 1707. we now 
agreed to he together again, and again mutually promis d 
fach Otber not to inform our new Servant, that any Dif- 
pon ' Jerences 
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A . im. as oat worm as. oc w...... or Eno 


ſures that might cauſe her to have more Reſpect for the One: 
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ferences had ever been between us, nor to take any Mes- 
than for the Other of us; yet ſhe had not been (as after- 
wards appear d) three Days in the Houſe before you had 
made her believe that you was a Baronet s Widow, had 
brought me a great Fortune, and that I was very antind to 
you, kept Whores, and in ſhort, you repreſented me to 
her as one of the moſt vile Men on Earth 

Means engag d her too to be your Confident, firſt in Mat- 


ter that were (tho contrary to the Duty of a Wife) of 


no great Moment; and her keeping your Counſel in Trifles, 
encourag d you (1 think) to preſume ſhe'd do the ſameon 
any Occaſion whatever, even in the moſt conſummate Vil- 
lany, as appears by your making her privy to your cheating 
me ; your paying off old Beauty-Waſh (and other) Debts of 


yours unknownto me; your endeavouring to ſet People 


at Variance with me; your repreſenting me (to many Peo- 
ple) as a Rogue, that groſly abus d you my good Wife; 
your daily wiſhing, at my going out of Doors, that 1 
might never come in again alive; your conſulting (pre- 
tended) Conjurers to know how long I ſhould live; and 
alſo how (by Means of Sorcery )to perplex me whilſt alive; 
your carrying my Urine to a White-Croſs-Street (pretended) 
Cunning Woman, to be us d with a Cat's Heart, Pins, &c. 
(according to her Mode of Mitchery) to that Intent; and 
at length, upon ſome Words happening between us, your 

acknowledging to her, that you had gotten out of Bed ſeveral 

times (in one Night) with a Deſign (but that your Heart 
(it ſeems) fail d you) to cut my Throat as ] lay aſleep ; and 
that you was fully refolv'd to give me a Dram of Opium, 


that I might go (you ſaid) to Hell ſleeping. By this Time 


ſhe had heard from the Neighbours, what was your Cha- 
rafter and mine before Marriage, What caus'd Differences 
between us; and plainly perceiv d, that inſtead of being, 
as you'd made her believe, one of the beſ of Women, you 
was really one of the worſt, and fear d my being murder d 
by you. And, thereupon, when you was (one Day in 
* 1707 ) well near drunk, and inveigbing vehemently 
againſt me, ſhe, fearing you might then really perpetrate 
the Villany you'd threaten'd, privately inform'd me of 
the Matter, and advisd me to take Gre of my ſelf. I 

by however 


; and by that 


| however let you then alone in your drinken Madneſs, and 
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(without ſaying) to my Remembrance (on Word to you) 
at Night ſhut my ſelf up in a Room where I us d to he 
before I was marry'd, and left you to have gone to Bed by 

our ſelf. Upon this you fell into a ul greater Rage, and 


up Stairs heard you damn, curſe, and ſwear at an hideous 


Rate, that you would 27 or be kil/d before Morning. In 
that Temper you continu'd at Intervals all Night, and in 


well nigh the ſame, 1 found you next Morning; when I 
got a couple of Porters to take Care of you, whilſt I ſent 

our Maid for your Mother, and other Relations; and went 
my ſelf, and actually agreed with Doctor Newton to take 
you into His Cfody ; and that Day about Noon, I car- 
xy'd you (in a Coach) to his Houſe. The Agreement that 1 
made with the Dactor, was, that you ſhould Table with 
him and his Wife, and ſhould have. the Liberty of his 
Houſe and Gardens at large, unleſs he ſhould f 


have been a Guinea Entrance, an 
your Board, &c. for three Monthe. During which Time! 
well hop'd, either he, by his Skill in ſuch Caſes, would diſ- 


cover you to be really Lunatict, and thereupon take pro- 


per Meaſures for Joon Recovery, or you would conſider that 


your own Intereſt oblig d you to treat me after atiother 


{ort of Manner than you had before done. When you'd 
been there a Day or two, you ſent me Word the Bed and 
Sheets the Doctor aftorded you, were very indifferent, his 


ſmall Beer not good, and that no Ale or 'frong Beer 


(your Soul's Delight ) was allow'd you. I thereupon 
ſent a {mall (but good) Feather Bed, Blankets, and 
Sheets of my own, and (with the Doctor's Conſent) allow'd 

ou twelve Pence a Week for Ale; ſo that nothing but a 

eftraint from rambling abroad, differenc'd you from ha- 
ving only Country Lodgings at the Doctors Houſe. This 
lamentable Crxelty you underwent for about ſix Weeks; 
that is, till you found Means to convey an Account 


of your Confinment to your dear Tommy, the B U M, 
who employ'd one Mriggleſnorth, formerly a Fortune-Teller, 
now a Sollicitor, of his Acquaintance, to procure your En- 


largement, and he inſiſting that your Confinement, without 
2 Froof of your being 1uratjck, was contrary to Lan, pre- 
| Fail 


nd juſt 
Cauſe for a more ſevere Uſage ; and his Reward was to 
d nine Shillings a Week for 
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vail'd with the Dockor (without my Conſent) to ſet you 
at large. You preſently came to my Houſe, and demand- 
ed Entrance, which not being granted, you rais'd a Mob 
at the Door,,and threaten'd to break the Windows, which I 
ſhut up, and fecur'd as well as I could, and then, locking my 
Door, went from Home, and left no Body there; when 1 
was gone, you and your Mob (by the good Advice of ſome 
Neighbours) departed, and your Brother-in-Law Wilſon (I 
was told) afforded you Lodging. A few Days after you at- 
tempted by Craft to gain Admiſſion into my Houſe, viz. 
you procur'd a Man who came and knock'd at the Door 
which being open d, he ask d the Maid, who open'd it, if 

I was within, and whilſt ſhe was anſwering him, you, 
who ſtood conceal'd, ruſbd in between the Man and her, 
and then the Man, having done his Buſineſs, ſhabb'd oft; 
but a whole Drove of Oyſer- Nomen, &c. (your Confede- ö 
his rates) came to the Door, to obſerve the Event; which | 
ult was, that as ſoon as you was ſlipt in, the Maid call'd me, 
to telling me 1 was there; I came and deſir d you to retire 
for you refus'd, and ran down into the Cellar ; I bolted the 
1 I Cellar Door, ſo that you could not get out again; upon 
1 which you went to the Cellar Window, and whillt alone b 
0 your ſelf, cry'd eut Murder, then ſome of your Mob fetch 

at a Gn/table, who being inform'd how the Matter was, and 
er aſſur'd by me, that as you had taken to the Cel/ar for your 
d Refuge, in order to ſecure your continuing in the Houſe, 
id I fo there you ſhould remain, till you ſhould conſent to 
us quit the Houſe again, and he prevail'd with you to go out 
er along with him. But the next Day, by your BUM's So- 
N WM licitor's (and other ill) Advice, you went and ſmire the Peace 
] (as the vulgar Expreſſion is) againſt me, before a Juſtice of 
4 [the Peace, but within a few Hours after, ſent Word by your 
BUM's Solicitor, that in Caſe I'd ſend you your beſt Suit of 
a- Coat he, you'd reſpite the Execution of the Warrant (then ſerv'd 
is on me) for a Week: The Cloaths 1 ſent, and the next 
s; Day, or next but one, your Mother (by your Directions) : 
t came to me for ſuch Medicines (for you to take) as Ius d = 
I, to give you for the Click ! What, in Fear of your Life, and 
Tr, | for a whole Week voluntarily ſight having the Security the 
- | Law in that Caſe allows, and which, by means of an 


it Ob you'd taken, you had Grant of, for ſake of a Suit of 
— D Cloaths? 
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Coat hs? And take Phyjck too, from the Man, of whom 
you'd ſworn you went in Fear of your Life? Can any Man, 
from hence, gueſs you other than a mad Woman, or me- 
ritorious of being treated worſe thana ad-Woman ? If you 
was really in Fear of your Life, how could you conſent] 
to reſpite the Execution of the Warrant for a Week? and 
in the mean Time too, take Medicines of my preparing? 
When you could not but know, that in Caſe I had a De. 
u againſt your Life, you by that Means put an Opporti. 
ninty into my Hands of killing you even undiſcover d: 4 
Dram of Opium (with which you'd threaten d me) would 
infallibly (at once) have cur d you of the Colick, and have 
ſecurd me from being thence-torward plagud with you, 
If you was not in Fear of your Life, or of any Injury *. 
me, (as you certainly was not, and by the above- mention dm 
Means, diſcover'd you was not) how ill a Woman mutt you 
be, thus to perjure your ſelf purely to bully me, and] 
bring me (for refuſing a Compliance with your unreaſo- 
nable Humours) under Cognizance of the Lam? But herein 
you betray d your Baſeneſs, and defeated your own Pro 
ject; for the Execution of the Warrant having been 
_ reſpited for a Week, your Fortune-telling-Solicitor had not 
the Confidence to appear again with you before the Juſtice; 
but (after you'd alſo try'd your Fortune with the Church- 
_ wardens of the Pariſh where { then liv'd) propos'd Terms 
of Accommodation by way of a ſeparate Maintenance, 
And I, well hoping by that Means to have enjoy d ſome 
Eaſe and Quiet, was willing to comply with that Propoſal, 
and to allow you (who merited no ſuch Matter) mor 
than my (ircumſtances would well admit of. 2 
§. 10. In order to the putting this ſeparate Maintenance 
Project into Execution, Articles of Agreement between u 
were thought neceſſary, and when we had verbally ſettl' 
and adjuſted the main Points of which they were to con- 
ſift, the putting them into Form and Writimg, was, for 
| your greater Satisfaction therein, committed to your fſaidfft:e 
Solicitor, who ſo well manag'd that Point, as that the 
Arneles he penn d down, receiv d our mutual Approbation 
and thereupon were engroſs d on ſtamp'd Parchment, inf. 
the Words following, viz. 2 


A RT [ * 


hom 2 3 0 27 ) ES : 
AR TTICLES of AGREEMENT, 


ien Indented, made, and fully agreed on this — Day 


and of October, in the ſixth Year of the Reign of our 


Sovereign Lady ANNE, by the Grace of God, 


have between Fohn §pinke of the one Part, and Elizabeth 
his Wite on the other Part, viz. 


mprimis. FF HE ſaid John Spinke, and the ſaid Eliza- 


$[aisfy'd with each other, and with each others Conduct; and 
re apprehenſtve, that for the future they ſhall not accord and 
ree together as Man and Wife ought to do, and as is niceſſas 


that Reaſon, the ſaid John, and the ſaid Elizabeth, do 
ereby mutually and voluntarily agree to, and with each other 
dart, and live ſeparately, for the remaining part of their 
ies. „ 
Item, II. I is farther mutually agreed on, that he the ſaid 
dhn ſhall give and deliver to the ſaid Elizabeth, all her wear- 
g Cloaths and Linnen of every Sort, and all the Sheets 
d Table-Linnen that belong'd to her before Marriage; and 
at ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth ſhall and will accept of the ſame ; 


n uin, or other Neceſſaries, at the, Colls and Charges of the 
4 John, but ſhall, and will for herſelf, for the future, bay 

provide all and all manner of Cloaths, Linnen, Meat, 
ink, Waſhing, Lodging, and all other Neceſſaries what- 

ver, 7 of the Annuity, or yearly Allowance, herein after 

tion d. 

Item, III. It is fart her mutually agreed, that the ſaid Jolin 

inke ſhall and will allow and pay, or cauſe to be paid to 


tion 
t, In 


ſeph Wilſon, Brother-in-Law to the ſaid Elizabeth, the full 
of thirteen Pounds yearly, and every Tear, during the 
T Ttural Life of the ſaid 


- 


lizabeth, and for her Uſe and Be- 
2 nelit, 


of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Queen, De- 
: fender of the Faith, c. and in the Lear of our 
ould Lord God, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven, 


beth his Wife, do hereby jointly and ſeve- 


ally acknowledge and declare, that they, and each of them, are 


y in order to an eaſy, contented, and ſatisfabtory Life; and 


d that ſhe will not deſire or eæpect any more Cloaths, Lin- 


to the one, or the other of Them; of, for, or concerning a 
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nefit, in caſe he the ſaid John ſhall ſo long live, to the Uſes 
and Intents following, that is to ſay, the Sum of eight Pounds 
for the Lodging and Diet of the ſaid Elizabeth, and the 
Sum of five Pounds, to buy her Cloaths, Linnen, and other 
Neceſſaries : And that the ſaid Elizabeth ſhall or may have 
the ſole and abſolute Diſpoſal ef the ſaid Annuity, and of 
every Part thereof, and lay out the fame according to her Will 
and Pleaſure. PROVIDED always, and it is mutual 
agreed. between the ſaid Parties, that the ſaid Annuities ſhall 
be paid by thirieen equal Payments in the Tear, that is to ſay, 
the Sum of twenty Shillings monthly, and every Month; the 
firſt Payment to be made on Moada the Day of the Date 


| hereof, and ſo every fourth Monday for the future; and tha 


ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth ſhall give, or authorixe to be given, 4 
55 and ſufficient Receipt or Diſcharge for every ſuch month: 
ly Payment, when the ſame ſhall be paid, as aforeſaid, 
Item, IV. It is farther mutually agreed, that the ſaid John 
and Elizabeth ſhall and may each of them live, lodge, inha 
bit, or dwell in wlat County, Town, Pariſh, er Place and 
with what Perſon, or Perſons, he, ſhe, or either of them ſhal 
pleaſe, and think fit. Provided always, and it is mutual 
agreed, by and between the ſaid Parties, that the ſaid Elim 
beth ſhall not, and will not, unleſs at the Houſe and Habit 
tion of ſome one of her own Relations, live, lodge, or inkd 
bit within leſs thin one Mile of the now preſent, or the hereaft 
to be preſent Habitation of the ſaid John. 5 
Item, V. The fs John Spinke, and the ſaid. Elizabet 
kis Wite, do hereby mutually contratt and agree to and will 
each other, that for the future, and during the Time of 
ſaid Separation, he or ſhe, or either qt em, ſhall not 
will not diſturb, moleſt, or hinder the Eafe, Tranquility, 
Repoſe of each other, by cauſing any Suit or Suits 20 


th 


commenc d, ill Relations, Reports, or ſcandalous Stori 


to be raisd, made, or reported of, concerning, or in-Relatii 


Matter or thing whatſoever. And ſhall not, and will not, if 
way of Viſit, or any otherwiſe, on any Account whatſoever, con 

to the Habitation, Lodging, or Abode of eee, then 
without Leave or Licenſe in Writing for that Parpoſe, to 
obtain d from and under the Hand of the Party to ſo be apph 


Itei 


| or Moneys Worth, in Goods or other Things, during the Time 
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Item, VI. The faid Elizabeth derh agree to and with the 
ſaid John, that if Occaſion be, ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth, t the 
Requelt of the ſaid John, will at any Time join with him in 
any juſt and true Anſwer to be put into the Court of Chancery, 
or any other Court of Equity, and in any. other legal and juſt 
Proccedings in Law or Equity, on any Account whatſoever 
and (hall not in any miſe diſcharge, releaſe, or diſcontinue 
any Action or Cauſe whatſoever, which already is, or heres 
after ſhall be commenc'd by the ſaid John Spinke, wherein 
the Name of the ſaid Elizabeth ſhall be made Uſe of. 
Item, VII. The ſaid Elizabeth doth agree to and with the 
ſaid John, that in Caſe ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth, hath ſince the 
Time of her Intermarriage with the ſaid John, or ſhall after 
the Date hereof, contract any Debt or Debts on any Occaſion 
whatſoever, that then and in ſuch Caſe, ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth, 
ſhall and wi] pay off and diſcharge the ſame herſelf ; and 
ſhall and will at all Times, well and truly ſave harmleſs, and 
keep indempnifyd the ſaid John Spinke his Executors and Ad- 
miniſtrators, and every of them, of and from the ſame, and 
from all Coſts, Damages, and Charges, which ſhall or may 
ariſe or accrue thereby, 1 5 5 | 
Item, VIII. The ſaid John doth agree to and with the ſaid 
Elizabeth, that in Caſe he the ſaid John ſhall happen to die 
before the ſaid Elizabeth, and during the Time of their Sepa- 
ration, that then, and in ſuch Caſe, he the ſaid John {ons 
and will, by his laſt Will and Teſtament, give and bequeath the 
whole of what he the ſaid John ſhall die worth and poſſeſ u 
of, or otherwiſe the greateſt Share thereof to the ſaid Elizabeth; 
or otherwiſe ſhall and wiil well and ſufficiently ſecure the con- 
fant Payment of the ſaid yearly and monthly Allowance to 
the ſaid Elizabeth, for and during the Term of her natural 
Life, at the Election of the ſaid John Spinke. And the ſaid 
Tohn doth farther conſent and 7 * to and with the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth, that in Caſe ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth ſhall, by ber Fru- 
gality and good Houſewifry ſave, and lay by any Money, 
of their Separation, that then, and in ſuch Caſe, ſhe the ſaid 
Elizabeth, ſhall at her Death diſpoſe of the a by her Will, 
as if ſhe were ſole, and not marry d; and the Pexſon and 
Perſons to whom ſhe ſhall give and bequeath the ſame, ſhall, 
without the Let or Moleſtation of the ſaid John, have, _ 


cls, 
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ſeſs, and enjoy the ſame, any Law or Cuſtom notnith- 
anding. wp a cs 


other of us Security for the Performance of our ſeveral Cove- 


rants therein containd, amongſt all your boaſted of 


Friends, Relations, and Acquaintances, only one decay d Gen- 
tlenoman, who then was (and during her Life, I fear muſt 


be) ſupported and maintain'd (in part, at leaſt) at the 


Expence of the Pariſh to which ſhe belongs, would con- 
deſcend to be Security for you; and her Security being but 
equivolent to none, could not in Equity anſwer a good 


Security from me; and Articles of Agreement, when executed 
without Security given for a due Fo phony of the Ov - 


#4nts therein contain'd, being but of equal Force with a 
mutual Promiſe of performing ſuch Covenants without 
Articles {1gn'd, we forbore ſigning the Articles until ſatis- 


factory Security on your ſide, as well as mine, might be 
obtaind ; and in the mean Time took each other's Mord, 


(as your Brother Wilſon is Witneſs) that we, and each of 


us, ſhould and would perferm all and every the Cove-- 
nant, and Covenants in thoſe Articles of Agreement men- 
tion d to be perform'd by us, and each of us, as effe&tu- - 


ally as if the ſame had been executed, and good Security 


(as was agreed on) actually given. And each of us (for 
our Information, on Occaſion) took and kept a Copy of 


thoſe Articles ingroſs'd, as aforefaid, on Parchment. I 
thereupon deliver d up to you all the Things mention d in 
the ſecond Article (being all (worth Notice) I poſſeſs'd, 
that you could ever call yours,) and enter d on the Pay- 


ment of the twenty Shillings monthly for your Uſe, (but 


molt an end at five Shillings weekly, as you ſent for it) to 


your Brother-in-Law Foſeph Wilſon, of whom, or thro' - 


whoſe Means, you always receiv'd it. Some Time after this, 
you was ſeiz d with an Age ; to me you ſent for Medi- 
eines, which prov'd (it ſeems) ineffectual, and then (at 


your Deſire) I ſent you (over and above your Allowance) 
zen Skillings, to pay for Medicines reported infallible in - 


ſuch 


. It. Theſe Articles were (as I ſaid) form'd by your 
_ Solicitor, and afterwards, upon our mutual Approbation 
of them, ingroſs'd on double ſtamp'd Parchment ; and 
bad been execmted, but that each of us being to give the 
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ſuch Caſes. And what ever Difficulties I met with be- 
tween October 1707, when the Articles were agreed on, 
and September 1711, J have never ſo much as once diſap- 
pointed you for ten Days Time, {to my Remembrance) of 
your Money, nor have acted any Thing contrary to the 
Matters ſtipulated in and by our ſaid Articles of Agreement. 
And I have only. requeſted of you, that you'd forbear 
ſcandalous Reflexions, (which you have continu'd, con- 


trary to the Articles, frequently to make on me, and on 


thoſe I was, and am converſant with; eſpecially when 
you've got a little drunkiſh, as happen'd on Sunday the 1ſt 
Day of May, 1709, when you came to my Houſe, and 
made ſuch a Diſturbance there, and in the Neighbour- 
hood, as you ought to have been ſet in the Stocks for) and 
put your ſelf into ſome Way of contributing to yourown 
Support and Maintenance, and not depend wholly on 

Allowance, but rather endeavour to lay (all, or, at leaſt) 
ſome of that by; and this (tho' not mention'd in the 
Articles) 1 thought a prudent Regard to the Uncertainty 
of my Health, Proſperity, and Life, (on all which (pre- 
carious enough) my Allowance depended) and the En- 
couragement the laſt Article afforded you, might jultly (I 
thought) prompt you to: But Kequeſts and Advices of 
this Nature, you have always (lighted and contemn'd, as 
obliging you to Matters beneath a Gentlewoman to be con- 
cern d in! For about two Years (I being moſt of that 
Time under very preſſing Difficulties) you ſeem d tollera- 
bly well fatisfy'd with my Allowance ; but as ſoon as 
my Circumſtances were a little more eaſy, one Homes at- 
tempted, (doubtleſs at your Requeſt, he being a Rate of 
your Acquaintance) firit, by fair Means, and then by 
Threats, to bring me to a Compliance of making my 
monthly Allowance up thirty Shillings, or elſe of admit- 
ting you to Jive with me again; the like Propoſals; have 
been offer d to my Con ſideration by a Letter you ſent ſome 
Time ago by your Brother Wilſon ; and I having rejected 


| theſe Propoſals, as alſo thoſe of advancing Money, for you 


to take and to furniſh a Houſe ; for your taking a Pro- 
greſs into Ireland, 8c. you have taken the Liberty of dai- 
ly reviling me, and other Perſons with whom I have Can- 
ver/ation, not ſparing your Brother Wilſon, (who has been 

| S at 
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at fo much Trouble on your Account, and to hom, 
more than to all your other Relations, you are ſtill oblig d 
for friendly Offices) Him, I ſay, you have revil'd, nay, 
'xepreſented as a mere Rogue, and as become ſuch by keep- 
ing me Company; and this not only to the Woman you 
imagine he courts, but amongſt (moſt of) his Acquain- 
tances, in eve Part of the Town! On Tue ſday the 28th 
of Auguft laſt, I ſent you twenty Shillings, (all that was, by 
our Articles, due) and on Sanday the ↄth of September 
your Brother Wilſon came to me for more Money for you; 

ask d him when you came to Town? On laſt Frida, 
faid he; and ſo, it feems, you'd made him believe; but 
by our making (on another Account) a Viſtt to a Friend 
of his near Tower-hill, we found you'd been in Town a- 
bout a Week before you let him (at whoſe Houſe you us d 

to lodge) know it ; and this Friend of his telling him 
and me how ill a Character you'd (on my Account) gi- 
ven him there, I was very uneaſy to think, I even ruin'd 
my ſelf, to maintain you in /dlenefſs, and had none other 
Return for my ſo doing, but ſecret Reproaches ; and there-W 
upon I poſitively refus'd to fend you any Money, (none 
being due) and bid him (your Brother Wilſon) tell you, 
That unleſs you'd be eaſy with my Allowance, ceaſe cla-f! 
mouring for an Augmentation thereof, and never comes 
at London, (ſo that I and my Acquaintances might not ! 
ſuffer in our good Names, by Means of your falſe and ſcan -) 
dalous Reports concerning us) I'd no longer continue (as! 
indeed I' knew not how I well rage Oe 178 you the 
Allowance Id hitherto done. He did the Meſſage; and 
withal, told you how we had happen'd to hear, that you” 
was in Town ſome Days before you'd let him know it, 
and that I took it ill, e. Your Anſwer was, That youſſſ": 
did not think your ſelf oblig d to inform either him offi 
me, when you came to Town, nor where you beftow' 
your ſeif in Town; and ask d him if he'd be Witneſs for 
you, that I faid Id no longer continue my Allowance oil 
enty Shillings monthly? And having receiv'd his affit 
mative Anſwer, you never ſtood to conſult how you migt 
make me eh, nor waited till the next twenty Shilling 
ſhould become due, but the very next Day (Monday, Sep- 
tember 10.) you took one Sellick, who calls himſelf an At 
ID torney 
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om; Ml torney, and his Wife, along with you, and (without af- 
nig d fording me any Notice on't) apply'd to the Church-war- 
nay, dens of the Pariſh where I live, repreſenting me as a moſt 
barbarous Villain, that had turn'd you (my goed Wife, of 
| whoſe Mone) (you told them) 1 had receiv'd fix hundred 
ain- Pounds) out of Doors, liv'd with Whores, and would al- 
28th low you (my Wife) no Maintenance; and thereupon beg'd 
„ by ! the Church-wardens to aſſiſt you, your Put-Caſe, and his La- 
nber dy Prate-too-faſt, in procuring my Lird-Mayor's Warrant 
you; for ne! But the Church-wardens knowing they had no Bu- 
day, ſineſs with either you or them, diſmiſsd you all: Upon 
but which, your Put-Cuſe (thank him for his Civility) came 
iend to my Houſe, ſaid little (perhaps for want of Wit) him- 
na- ſelf, but permitted his Wife to compliment me (on your 
uSd 8 Bchalf ) in ſuch a Manner, as I might have expected from 
him a provok'd Oy/ter-Wench ! But was ſhe not an impudent, 
) gi- abuſive Woman, ſhe'd not be fit Company for you. How- 
uind ever, ſecing this Man pretends to be an Attorney, and a 
other Gentleman, I'd ask him, 1. How it comes to paſs, that he 
here- is {o little acquainted with the Law, as not to know that 
none Matters of this Nature, between Man and Wife, are not 
you, cognizable before my Lord-2Zayor £ 2. Whether he and 
cla- bis icolding Wife's attending ycu to the Church-wardens, 
come &c. unavoidably to the Prejudice of my good Name amongſt 
nt my Neighbours, and endeavouring, by countenancing 
ſcan-· your ſcandalous Miſrepreſentations of me, to have had 
e (ame taken up, and carry'd, by the Cnſtable of t he Pariſh 
where I live, before a Mag iſtrate, without firſt apprizing 
and] bimſelf whether there was any juſt Cauſe for it, ſavours 
t voul molt of Sill in the Law, and Honeſty, or of Folly and 
v it, Anavery 5 Re mult certainly allow, that he therein acted 
t you the Part of a Bully, rather than of an Aitorney/ 3. Whe- 
ther, as a Gentleman, he ought not to be aſham'd, that he 
WAN allow'd his Wife, in his Preſence, to abuſe me in the 
ſs fot Manner ſhe did, and that in my own Houſe 2 Unleſs, as 
was once my Caſe, he dard not open his Mouth, for 
fear of having had his Brains (ſuppoling him to have a- 
ny) daſh'd out! Then you, your Pat-Caſe, and his Wife, 
„Napply'd to a Proctor, to put me (as tis call d) into Do— 
tors Commons; but that Proctor not liking your Cauſe, de- 
n At chin d to be concern'd for 3 you — uy 
e | dun- 
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found out another Proctor, who is (it ſeems) leſs ſcrupu- 


lous what Cauſes he engages in, and on Tueſday, September 


18. I was actually cited into the Conſfory Curt of the Biſhop 
of London, there to anſwer to Elizabeth my Wife, in a Caule 
of Separation or Divorce, by reaſon of CRUELTY, and 
farther to do as unto Lay and Fuſtice ſhall appertain ! On 
Friday, September 28, one Dench brought to your Brother 
Wilſon's, Ten Pounds for your Uſe ; and if he allows you fo 
much Quarteriy for any little Conveniency, tho' not big 
enough for a Manulting-Office, twas honeſtly done of him 
to bring you his Rent on Michaelmas- Exe; but if he (as is 
laid) lent it you to go to Law with me, let him that can, 
give a Reaſon why he ſhould not be efteem'd a Knave 
for his Pains! He left it, you not being in the Way, 
with Attorney-Sellick, whom, with his Too-long-tong ud 
Lady, you, on Saturday, September 29. treated with Gooſe 
and Calves-Brains; an Entertainment admirably well 
adapted for them, who, by reaſon of their having ſo 
ridiculouſly intereſted themſelves in your Bedlam-like Af- 
| fairs, have more than ſufficiently ſhewn themſeves meer 
Calves-Brain Gooſe-Caps, | 7 
$. 12. Four Years we have already liv'd a-part by Con- 
ſent ; how therefore, good Madam, comes it about that 
ou have now apply d to the Spiritual Court for a Divorce ? 
Is not a Separation by Conſent, as good (for you) as a Sepa- 
ration by Sentence? Have you not, during the Time we 
have liv'd ſeparately, been ſeveral Times ſoliciting to live 
with me again ? How then do you now want a Divorce by 
Reaſon of (ruelty? Is not (under the Roſe) an unreaſona- 
ble Allowance for a ſeparate Maintenance, rather than 2 
Divorce, the Thing you aim at? Have you really a Deſign 
and Defſwe to have this Cauſe judicially determin'd ? Or 
have you not rather commenc'd it in a firm Belief, that | 
will dread being Ruin'd by the Expences of it, and that! 
will, for that Reaſon, put an End to it, by ſubmitting to alloy 
you (as you have demanded) T wenty Pounds yearly for your 
ſeparate Maintenance? And was I both able and willing to 
do that, what Security ſhould I have, that you ſhou'd not for 
the Future, treat me, and thoſe that belong to me, as abuſive 
ly, in falſe and ſcandalous Reports concerning me and them, 
as you have hitherto done? Nay, ought I not bo 98 it 
* | | or 
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for granted, that you'd deem ſuch a Compliance; an having 
gain'd (as you call it) the Maſtery of me; and that you 
may thence forward manage me as you ſhall think fit? 
That 'twill be but ſending ſome inſolent Perſon to hector 
at me, and (in Caſe of a then Non-Compliance with your 
Demands, whatever they be) after that a Citation into the 
Spiritual Court; and that then (for Fear of Expenccs) I 
will aſſuredlj ſubmit. Thus probably you will imagine a 
Fear of Doctors Commons may bring poor In ſignificant to yeild 
as unlimited a Paſſwe-Obedience and Non-Re ſitance in all 
Caſes whatſoever, to his Sovereign Lady (olim) Elizabeth 
Pritchard, as a Fack Lack-Brains thinks due from him to 
ANNA's falſe Brother, the Pretender. 

6. 13. Cruelty you complain of; but what particular 
Acts of Cruelty.you will charge me with, until your Libel 
ſhall be exhibited, I can't certainly know; however, by 
reflecting on Matters paſt, I probably may gs at ſome of 
them. Whilſt you liv'd with me, you had (I think) as 
much Victuals as you deſir'd, and of what Sort you pleas'd, 
and ſo of Drink, of which (your NVeighbours thought) you 
took oftener than now and then a little too much! You had, 
when I marry'd you, three or four good Suits of Apparel, 
(tho' not paid for;) and in the two Years Time you liv'd 
with me, you (I believe) laid out more than Fifreen Pounds 
(of my Money) on Wearables for your ſelf. And at the 
Time of ingroſſiog the above-mention'd Articles of Agree- 
ment between us, you agrced from that Time forwards, 
to provide and pay for all Things for your ſelf, out of the 
therein agreed on Allowance of twenty Shillings monthly, 
which was, until you caus'd me to be ſerv'd with a Cita- 
tion into the Con/itory Court of the Biſhop of London, con- 
ſtantly and duly paid. So that certainly, in Relation to 
any of theſe Particulars, I can't be charg'd with CR U- 
ELT.Y. But (wa! and alas!) the following Matters of 
Fact occur to my Remembrance, 


1. When I made known to you what I had diſcoverd 


Jof your before-mention'd (p. 18.) Intrigue with dear Tome 


»y the BUM, your having bought a Gold Ring for 
him, Cc. you poſitively deny d all, and call'd me a great 
many it! Names for falſiy (as you ſaid) ſuggeſting - rn 

| ; | | | ED Tt ngs 
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Things of you. Upon which, I had Recouiſe to ſuch A 
guments | Methods of Conviclion] as I then thought (and 
am ſtill of the fame. Opinion) the Caſe requird ; ſuch I 

mean, as might be felt, as well as heard; and they had the 
deſir d Effect: That is, Matters preſently came afreſh into 

your AZewory, and you made an hand ſome Acknowledgement, 
that what 1 charg'd you with, was Fact; ask'd Pardon for 
the ſame ; and promis'd you'd never again be guilty of 
the like Miſmanagement, But Promiſes and Pye-Cruſt, &c. 
2. When, on another Occaſion, you, with what Vio 
lence you could, ſtruck at me with Fire-ſhovel and Tongs 
at once, and (as ſoon as you were difarm'd of them) hurl'd 
a Looking-Gl-ſs at my Head, whereby it was broken to 
Shivers ; my Horſe-Wriip hanging by, I attempted to put 
that on vindicating my Cayſe ; the very Appearance of which 
(it ſecms) made your Breech look black and blew; for of 
thoſe Colours you, on the next Day, ſhew'd it to a certain 
Barber, (who ſaid, he thought you'd been about to ſhew ! 
him fomcthing elſe.) But when all is done, I verily be-! 
lieve (tho you merited more) the Horſe-Whip did not ſa- i ( 
ju e you oftener than once, or twice, and that but ſlightly 
on the Breech. However, by that Means (I think) you i 
became convinc'd that thoſe were erroneous Practices; for, y 
from thence forward you never again attempted ſo to ex- d 
erciſe my Fire-ſhovel and Tongs; nor ever after hurl'd af t/ 
Lcoking-Glaſs at my Head. 5 
3. At another Time you threw a Quart Stone-Mug at my y 
Head, which cut my Ear through and through, (as we n 
ſay) an! might as well have hit my Temple on that fide = 
of my Head, and have killd me. Ought I not thereupon iſ » 
(in point of Prudence) to have Recourſe (as I had) to us 
fach Methods as I conceiv'd (from former Experiences) ot 
would moſt probably caution and deter you from ſuch ye 
ill Cand dangerous) Practices? Yes, certainly, V1 
We are (us true) inform'd by the Polt-Buy for the th to 
of October, 1711, That the Wife of the Reverend Mr. Hil-. ¶ im 
liard has ſometimes got drunk, and has call d her Husband kn 

Dog, Villain, &c. has frack him over the Face! and that, I in 
on a certain Time, ſhe ffruct him over the Head with a 

double Stone-AMug with ſuch Fury and Strength, that he fell Þ (p. 
Þe11e the Table ; whereupon a Surgeon was ſent for, who] N. 
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jet him Blood, and dreſs'd his Head. Vet Mr. Hilliard 
(as the ſaid printed Relation inſinuates) never was (on any 
of thoſe Occaſions) in a Paſſion with his ſaid Wife, nor 
offer d her 1 Violence; but, on the contrary, went down 
on his Knees, beg d her to be Friends with him, ſig hid when [bs 
would not, and bleſs d God he kad Patience to bear! But (I 
confeſs) I never was, and do believe I never ſhall be able, 
in ſuch a Manner, to comport my ſelf towards ſuch a 
Wife. Nor do I conceive it Mr. Hilliard's, mine, (or any 


Man's) Duty. For, as he mult be highly worthy of Blame, 


that miſuſes a good Wife; ſo (in my Opinion) he can't be 


blamleſs that ſo patiently ſuffers himſelf to be inſulted - 


and abus'd by an ill Wife. However, much more Patience 
may probably be, 1n Juice, due from Mr. Hilliard to- 
wards his Wife, than from me- towards you; becauſe, 
altho' I find his Wife has been guilty of ſome Faults that 
you have been guilty of, yet I know you have been 
guilty of other Faults (allo) with which ſhe (in that Pa- 
per) is not charg d. Nor was (ſhe (that I know of) a 
Cheat to him in Marriage. 175 

4. When you liv'd with me, upon any one's diſoblig- 
ing you, or putting you (as you call'd it) into a Paſſion, 
you'd very frequently denn on your Knees, and uſe moſt 
direful Imprecations, viz. That God would eternally damn 
them! &c. And, on a certain Time, whilſt on your 
Knees, and after that wicked Manner expreſſing your ſelf, 
you ſubjoin'd a (ſeemingly) ſerious Prayer, That Ged 
would ſend the Devil to appear viſibly to you, that you might 
make a Contract with him to plague me, and another Perſon 
whom you nam d! On this Occaſion, Words were (by me) 
us), but (by you) difregarded. Whereupon I took ſuch 
other Meaſures, as I thought proper to oblige you to turn 
your vile Imprications, Wiſhes, and Pititions for the Devil's 
viible Appearance, into Intreaties to me, not farther 
to chaſtize you for your having (in Reſpect of the Deity) 
impiouſly, and (in Reſpect of me) inſolently ſo done. I 
know not what Mr. Hilliard, or any other Man, would 
in that Caſe have done. Z F 


1 


5. On the Account of the Matters before mention'd, 


(p.21. Cc.) you was by me committed tothe Care of Doctor 
Newton, who keeps a Mad- Houſe, and wherein you m_ 
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(I ſtill think) deſervedly detain'd for about ſix Weeks; 
during all which Time you underwent the Cruelty of being 
kept from viſiting dear Tommy the BUM, Homes the Pat- 
Carrier, and from being (I believe) ſo much as once drunk! 
FT own I always had (even when I carry d you to the 
Mad-Houſ.) a Suſpicion that all your Symptoms of Diſtratti- 
on were owing to Drankenneſs and Deſign ; and J conceive! 
may now politively determine I was right in my Con- 
jecture. For, whilſt you ſo frequently behav'd your” ſelf 


like a Mad-Woman, you was almoſt as frequently attack'd 


(ſeemingly) with diſmal Fits, in which you'd fruggle, MW: 
Laugh, Cry, and comport your ſelf as Women in (the MW: 
worlt of) Hyſterick Fits uſually do. 5 j 
Now, tiscertain, that Diſtraſtion and Hyſerick Fits, are MW 
occafion d and increas d by ſome Uneaſmeſs of Mind; WM] 
and conſequently my detecting ſo many of your ill Practices, Wt 
(as has been related) and thereupon refuſing to ive with Wa 
you, and to take any other Care concerning you, than 
paying my Allowance, would, by having ad miniſter d freſh . 
Cauſe for a ſtill greater Uneaſmeſs and Anxiety of Mind, In 
even infallibly have render d your Fits (had they been ge · Mp 
nuine) more ſevere; and your Diſorder of Mind (had it. 
not been counterfeit) much worſe than before. But on 
the contrary, (during the Space of four Years) neither Fits, 
nor Symptoms of Diſtraction, (notwithſtanding your Dift- 
culties, and pretended cruel Uſage) have (ſo far as I 
know, or ever was inform'd) in the leaſt attended you. 
Whencel conclude, that they were all owing either to 
Drunkenneſs, which (whilſt it laſts) cauſes a real Diſordet 
of Mind, and when Drankenneſs and Paſſion (which was 
often your Caſe) meet together, a genuine (tho' ſhort) 
Madneſs; or (and that chiefly) to Craft, Impoſition, and 

an imperious, rvengeful Temper, you believing my Fear oi 
increaling and enraging thoſe (ſuppos d) Fits, and of 
bringing your (pretendedly) diſtemper d Mind into a per 
fect State of Madneſs and Diſtrattion, would induce me} 

to bear- with you, and to let you have your WILL in 
every Thing. However, as you orderd the Matter, | 
could not take (that I am aware of) any more proper 
Meaſures, either to Cure or Reclaim you, than I did; and 


whiltt you was in the Mad-Honuſe, you had not (I con- 
. „ ceive) 
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ceive) any juſt Cauſe to complain of hard Uſage, or 
cs; CRUELTY. YetT acknowledge, that could we have 
ing been ſure you was not diſtemper d in your Mind, and 
pg. that all thoſe Actions of yours, that ſeemd to denote 
1k! Lnnacy, were the Effects of Druntenneſs and Impoſition, 
the B RID EWE LL or tte WORK-HOUSE had 
icli. been much fitter for you, than the M A D- H O USE. 
vel Your own Management and Conduct towards me, rela- 
on- ¶ ting to each of the above-mention'd Particulars, (and in 
ſelf W ſome others of the like Kinds) can never (I humbly con- 
ck'd ceive) be reconcal'd to the Dy of aWife; nor prov'd to be 
role, ſuch as merit from an dr (whatever Mr. Hilliard may 
(the think, and practice) none other Deportment than his go- 
ing down on his Knees to his Wife, begging her to be Friends 
are with him, /z4ing in Caſe ſhe will not, and (as the laſt 
ind; ¶ Refuge) bleſſing God he has (or beſeeching him to grant 


tice, him) Patience to bear ſuch Things from his dear (Devil of 
with Ha) Toak-felow! And altho' the Treatments I thereupon 


afforded you, be (I believe) what you intend to make 
Proof of, in order for a Divorce, by Reaſon of Cruelty, and 
nay (for ought I know) be ſufficient to ſerve your Pur- 
«poſe on that Account; yet J am ftill of Opinion, that the 
lame in Point of Severity, rather fl very much ſhort, than 
t on in the leaſt exceeded your juſt Deſerts. | 
Fit 5. 14. A Divorce you ſue for; but Alimony, I believe, 
Diff. s what you chiefly have an Eye at; and I conceive you 
as ſhave choſen to commence a Suit for a Divorce by Reaſon 
you. pf Cruelty, rather than for a Reſtitution of Conjugal Rites, on a 
ger to Puppoſition, that the firſt would induce the Court to be 
ſordetſpnore favourable to you in Point of Alimony, than the 
1 wasſWatter. It is neceſſary therefore for me brieſly to repreſent 
ow the Matter ſtands in Relation to the great Riches, and 
nany Hundred Pounds I have (according to the Reports you 
very where make) gain d Poſſeſſion of, and Receiv d; and am 
ikely to gain Poſſeſſion of, and to Receive of the Effects and 
oneys that belong d to you, (and to me only by Virtue 
ce meſpf my Intermarriage with you) the Rich Legatee, and ſole 
Executrix of the Renoun'd Sir John Williancs, late of Langily 
ale in the County of Monmouth, Baronet. And when 
(hall have ſo done, I'll leave every Man to judge with 
ow much 7#fice you expect Twenty Pounds yearly for Ai- 


prope 
; and 
J con- 


* 4 2 ; mony. | 
ceive) | 
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mony. You will not (I preſume) pretend you was Worth 
ſo much as Five Pounds in the World, (when I marry 

you) otherwiſe than in what you was imitl'd to by the 
faid Sir John Williams's laſt WILL and TESTA- 
MENT, which (according to the Probate thereof, under 
the S.al of the Prerogative Court of the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury) was . penn'dzin the Words and Figures follow. 
ing, Dix. 5 | e 


N THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. I Sir John 
1 Williams of Langiby Caſtle, in the Pariſh of Langiby,ſ 
in the County of Monmouth, and Dioceſs of Landafte, Barone, 
tbeing of perfelt Memory, Praiſe be therefore to Almighty 
God, do make and ordain this my laſt Will and Teſtament in 
Manner and Form following, viz. Firſt, and principally, | 
recommend my Soul to the Hands of God my Creator, hoping 
thro* the all-ſufficient Merits of Jeſus Chriſt ) Redeemer, 5 
have free Pardon of all my Sins, and to obtain everlaſting Life 
And next, I do hereby revoke and null, and declare all other 
Wills and Codicils of Wills by me made formerly, to be nul 
and inſufficient, from the Day of the Date hereof , whether they 
he in Mr. Gibbs's Hands, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, n 
Alſigns, and from henceforth do apply my ſelf wholly and ſoleh 
to this preſent Will. Imprimis, J do the ſame to every other 
Will made by me upon the Account of my Lands, Goods, « 
Chattels, if any ſhall happen to be in the Cuftody of any oth: 
Per fon whatſoever, utterly renouncing them alſo. Item, 1 d 
mightily recommend the Right Honourable the Lady Catherin: 
Williams, to whom I recommend her Fointure expreſs d in « 
Pair of Indentures made between my ſelf and the ty” there 
in nam d, begging of the ſaid Lady Catherine, that ſhe will, ou 
of Fer great (are, beſtom Fifty Pounds a Tear out of her Fointun 
unto Elizabeth Williams, a Danghter of mine, begotten 0 th 
Body of Elizabeth Pritchard, of Pauls, in London, which ſaii 
Elizabeth Williams is y Daughter, and which ſaid Elizabet 
Williams / have verily made no Proviſion fur. Item, J nig 
and bequeath all my Eſtate which 1 have in Goods and valuabl 
Writings calld Kavenhila, in the County of Monmouth, itt 
all Lands and Tenements thereto belonging; or if the Perſoni 
enjoying the ſame, will pay the Sum of leven hundred Pound 
to the 70 Elizabeth Pritchard, the Mother of the ſaid _ 
3 | etl 
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Nori I betn Williams, then J do appoint the ſaid Elizabetfi 


ry Pritchard for to paſs over all the Accompts, Deeds, and Fines 
Te the Perſons that ſhall be Owners or Paſſeſſors of the 
4 "Ml Efate ; and if they will not, I do give the whole to her the ſaid 
1 a Elizabeth Pritchard, her Heirs and Exettuors, for ever. 
( 1 auß Item, Whereas there is a certain Indenture bearing Date betneen 
"OW Richard Lord Belamont and my ſelf, if there be any Thing in 
it, then I give it to the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, for che 
Toh Maintenance of herſelf, the ſaid Elizabeth Williams and any 
John Child [he ſhall have to be born within che half Tear after the 


Sibi Date kereof. Item, I give and bequeath unto Mrs. Elizabeth 
Zope Pritchard the ſeveral Sums of ſix hundred Pounds, be they 
| more or leſs, which were formerly gather d by Mr. James Mor- 
nt u gan, by Virtue of a Letter of Attorney, beating Date in the 


195 Year one Thouſand ſix Hundred and Ninty, or Ninety one, 
OP Ninety two, or Ninety three, before Mr. Jeffreys had any Thing 
'T "Wl to do with my Eſtate in Ewes-Lacy, for my Tenants theres 
11 Ie Item, Ig ive and bequeath a thouſand Pounds, if I die worth 


| other fo much, unto the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, and her Daighter 
Elizabeth Williams So Hat the ſaid Elizabeth Williams, 
7 the is to kave no Benefit, nor Share, in the aforeſaid Heredita- 
5, ments, Lands, and Tenements, Goods and Chatfels, but 
the reſt to be divided among her, and her other Child or Chil= 
| Other drep born within fix Months next after the Day of the Date 


ds, u hereof. Item, My Will and Bequeſt is, that my Siſter Morgan 
v othelfly and her Children ſpall be within the Care aud Bequelt of this 
, 1.4 Will, if it reaches to it, or as far as it will. Laſtly, my Will 
herine and Pleaſure is, That Mrs. Elizabeth Pritchard ſhall be ſole 
go fer Executrix of this ay laſt Will and Teſtament. In Witneſs 


whereof, have hereunto ſet my Hand and Seal this laſt Day of 
October, Anno Regni Dominæ noltre A Reginæ, 
nunc Anglia, Cc. tertio, Annoque Domint 1704. 


ill, o 


ointur 


of th 5 
ch ſail 2 | John Williams; 
1 Sign'd, ſeald, and publiſ}'d; | 
1 in the Preſence of 
alaablt | 5 
1, it John Franklyn, Clerk, 

In, Cler 
Per ſol Samuel Morgan, . 
ound Francis Rol inſon. 
El1z21 LIE F 6, 15, 
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&. 15. Here are (beſides other Matters) the feveral 
Sums of Seven Hundred Pounds, Six Hundred Pounds, and 
One Thouſand Pounds, which added together, make up the 
Sum of Three and Twenty Hundred Pounds, given and bes 
queath'd unto you, and your (then pretended) Daughter 
Elizabeth . Williams, and the Child or Children Sir John 
Williams (it ſeems) expected you would be deliver d of 
within ſix.Months after the Date of this Will, And that 
Elizabeth Williams being (as you ſaid) dead, and you ha- 
ving miſcarryd (as you pretended) of the other, all thoſe 
ſeveral. Sums of Moncy were now infallibly your own, 
You alſo inform'd me, (before Marriage) that conſidera- 
ble Sums of Money, and other Effects, belonging to Sir 


John Williams in his Life Time, and not mention in his 


Will, were in the Hands and Poſſeſſton of Sir Francis 
Child, Dr. Franklyn, Mrs. Morgan, &c. which, you being 
fole Executrix, muſt all come into your Poſſeſſion. Be- 
ſides (ſtill) about 7 hree Hundred Pounds you (laid you) ex- 
pected to get for the (then) next Preſentation of the Living 
of Langiby; to which (as has appear d) you had no more 
juſt Right than the Czar of Muſcovy, or. any Man elle, 
In ſhort, you aſſur'd me (and I thought I had Reaſon to 
believe you). that you look'd upon your ſelf as worth 
nearer Four Thouſand Pounds, than Three Thouſand. And 
as for Sir John Williams's Eltate and Circumſtances being 
at all incumber d, or his being at the Time of his Death, 
in Debt, neither you, nor Hilton, ever told me one 
Word of it; nor had I Precaution enough (as I ought to 
have had) to queſtion, or examine into thoſe Particulars; 
but finding his Name in the Lift of the Names of the 
then Parliameat-/Jea, and being alſo inform'd by yon, 
Hilton, and others, that an Eſtate of about Fifteen Hun- 
dred Pounds a Ye:r deſcended, by Virtue of an Entail, 
from him to his Brother, then (and now) Sir Hopton Mil- 
liams, I gave intire Credit to Hilrons's Relation of your 
Worth and Circumſtances; eſpecially when I heard the 
{ame confirm'd by your ſelf, and ſaw that both his and 
your Account thereof was ſupported by Sir ohn Williams's 
Laſt Will, and other Writings, which were freely ſhewn 
me: And you being repreſented to me, by Hilton and his 
Wite, as a Woman altogether as valuable on the Account 


of 
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rat of your perſonal Qualifications, and good Houſewifry, 
nd as of your Fortune; and your Perſon and Converſation 


he ſeeming (alſo) very agreeable to me, I reſolv'd on an Inter- 


hes marriage with you, in Caſe Icould obtain (I thought) that 
ter | Happineſs. But Hilton(when I appriz'd him on't)aſſur d me 


n Id not be able toaccompliſh ſuch my Deſign; unleſs I'd 
of do as one Eſquire: Godwin (who then courted you, and 


"at propos d ſettling a Jointure of Two Hunderd Pounds a year 
na- | on you) had conſented to: That is, lay my ſelf under an 
oſe Obligation of giving him, in Caſe 1 marry'd you, One 
in, Hundred Pounds for his good Offices in that Affair. Hilton 


ra- then ſhew'd me the Draught of a Bond, which the ſaid 


Sir | Eſquire Godwin had (he ſaid) agreed to execute, to ſecure 
his ¶ the Pay ment of One Hundred Pounds to him, and which (he 
in fa1d) was to be his Gratuity for promoting and bringing 
ng ; about a Match between the ſaid Eſquire Godwin. and your 
Ze- felt, in Cafe the ſame took Effect; and you (ſome little Time 
x- after) ſhew'd me a Jointure-Deed, which (you faid) 
ing Eſquire Gdnin (whom you pretended not well to approve 
ore of) had caus'd to be drawn up, and ingroſs'd before you 
ſe, knew any thing of it. I thereupon, not willing to loſe an 
to ¶agreeable Woman of above Three Thouſand Pounds Fortune, 
th for want of being as generous to the Perton who (Lfound)} 
nd || muſt be inftrumental in my obtaining her (if I ſhould 
ng Jever ſo do) as my Rival (in the like Cafe) had offer d to 
be, readily comply d with Hiltons Demand. On 20nday 
ne therefore, uh) the 2d, 1705, I gave Hilton Tuenty Pounds 
to fin Part of the ſaid Gratuity, and a Bond to fecufe the 
rs; [Payment to him of Eig ty Pounds, the remaining. Part there- 
the of: Apd on the next Day (Fly the zd, 1905) my 
"I, BARGAIN (your felf) was, in a Mfatrimoniat Way, 
n- put into my Poſſeſſon. Fur #5 ts been (p. 3. Cc.) al- 
1, Nrady related, it was not long cri found my! ielf cheated. 
Vids then (quarrel'd not with you, tie vou deſerv d it, be- 


zur auſe I knew not how to be gat le from you, an! 
the o thought it adviſable to make my telf as eaſy as I could, 
nd nd hop'd, in Gratitude, you'd make a god Wife, but) 
9s Ithreaten d Hilton with a Bill in Chancery, to obhge him to 
wn pay back the Twenty Pounds, and to give up the. Security 
his Ild giver him for Eighty Pounds more. To be before Hand 


ith me, Hilton caus d me, as has been (p. 7.) related, 
| | 5 Ts 0 
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vas (they ſaid_) your own proper Debt, and every Penny, vit 


a, 


arreſted for Fifty Pounds, ſecurd to him by you, before 


our Marriage. And, becauſe I was then tlueaten d b 


divers other Perſons with Actions on your Account, I, 
by Means of a Writ of Haleas Corpus, took Shelter in the 
Fleet, And in Michaelmas Term (1725) fild a Bill in 
your Name and mine, againſt Hilton and his Wife, whoſe 
joint and ſeveral Anſwer thereto, was (inter alia) to the 
Effect following, viz. | 1 51 | 


F\ Hat there had formerly been Dealings between Sir John 
Williams ( your Tefbator and William Boyle, the 

ſaid Hilton 's Wife's former Husband, whereby tie [aid Sir John 
Williams became indebted to the ſaid Boyſe in conſiderable 
Sums of Money, which the faid Sir John Williams, in ki; 
Life-time, never diſcharg d to the ſaid Boyle, in his Life- 
time, nor, ſince his Death, to them, or either of them; and 
that the ſame (then) ſtiil remain d due to them, to their ver) 
great Detriment, aud that you being wery ſenſible thereof, did, 
whilſt ſole, give and execute a Bond effeflually to ſecure to them 
Fifty Pounds in part of what was juſtly due to them, as they 
were the Exccutors or Adminiſtrators of the ſaid Boyſe, 
from Sir John Williams, at the Time of his Death. They far- 
ther anſwering, ſaid, That they, or one of them, inform d yu, 
that I had voluntarily off er'd Hilton Security for an Hundred 
Pounds, to promote and bring about a Match between me. ani 
you, and that you thereupon conſented that Hilton ſhould 4 
cept thereof, and that the ſame ſhould be deem d as a Securit 
for ſo much more of the Money due to them from Sir Jobi 
Williams. Aud they farther anſwering, ſaid, That over ani 
above the Money due from Sir John Williams, they had all 
4 Bond executed by you, in the Life-time of Sir John Wil 
liams, to ſecure the Payment of Twenty Five Pounds, whit 


Intereſt, then (Still) owing. They farther (C fill) anſwering 
ſaid, That you then ow'd chem the Sum of ace at 
thereabonts, for your own, and your pretended Daughter 


| Lodging and Diet, and tie Sum of Twenty Shillings, whi 


vo bor rom d of Hilton's Wife, on the Morning we we 
marryd, © = 5 HEH 2 


Th 


| 


leaſes to us, and we to them. 


a: (45) | 

Thus Hilton ſeem'd to have eſtabliſh'd a Claim, even in 
Equity, to near 7 Hundred Pounds, including Offs of Suit. 
But | rummaging amongſt Sir Fob» Williams's Papers 
found an Accompt fairly (tated, ſettl'd, and adjuſted be- 
tween the {aid Sir Fohn Williams, and the ſaid William 
Boyſe, and which bear Date September the 1ſt, 1693, where- 
by it appear d, that the ſaid William Boyſe had disburs d, 
on Sir John Williams's Accompt, 150 J. 15 . 24. and that 
he had been reimburs d 126 J. 6 5. 6 d. So that there re- 
main'd Due to the ſaid William: Royſe, on the Ballance of 
that Accompt, only 24 J. Bs. 8 d. which was paid him on 
the very next Day, September the 2d, 1693, as appears 
by a Receipt, and Diſcharge in full, under the Hand 
of the ſaid William Beyſe, indors d on the ſaid Ac- 
compt, and well atteſted. As ſoon as Hilton was told I 
had this Accompt to produce, he expreſs'd his Willing- 
neſs to recede from all his Claims, and Demands, except- 
ing the Five and Twenty Pounds, and Intereſt due on your 
all Bond, the Seven Pounds due for your own and your 
pretended Daughter's Lodging and Diet, and the Twenty 
Shillings you'd borrow d of his Wife; all which he (then) 


{till inſiſted to be paid: And I inſiſted that he ſhould ac- 


cept of the Twenty Pounds he'd had of my Money, in full 
Satisfaction for all thoſe Demands ; or, that in Caſe he would 
not, I would carry on the Suits I had commenc'd againſt 
him. Whereupon he comply'd, and on or about the 
oth of April 1706, he and his Wife executed General Re- 


Thus ttis very apparent, that you did not execute your 
Bond for Fifty Pounds to Hilton, to ſecure a Debt due to them 


from 2 Williams, as they in their Anſwer to our Bill 


pretended ; nor on any other valuable Conſideration, for 
then the ſame (whatever 1t had been) would have been 
by them ſet forth. I conclude therefore, that it was given 
tc ſecure them a Renard for their bringing about a Match 
between youand me; or between you and the ſaid Eſquire 
Godwin; or (and that molt likely) between you and any 
Man they and you could hook in. However, was not your 
Confidence known to be ſuch, as that you can, without 


2 Bluſh, cither deny or affirm, whatſoever you take to be 


for your preſent Purpoſe, it would certainly be very ſuj- 
I, LE | prizing 
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1 | (49) fo 
Prizing to hear you (rattle and) ſay, that you never gaye 
Miton any Boil: and that the Fre able Hilton, ſoon after 
our Marriage, gave me, was about the Bond J iny felt exe- 
cmed-to him juſt before Marriage. But Hilton's Action 
enter d at Woud-freet Compter, in Auguſt 1705. was a joint 
Action againſt we and my Wife, (your ſelf) which the 
moſt ſilly of your Solicitors, Wriggleſworth, Hood, Sellick, 
or even dear Tammy the BUM," can tell you it would 
not have been, had it been for Money due from me, or 
for any Thing done by me. SEE al ee 

& 16. 1 mention'd before (p. 5 and 6.) that very ſoon 
after we were marry d, two Suits in Chancery were com- 


menc d about the Intereſt Sir 1 ohn Williams's Will ſeemd 


to intitle you to in he Reverſion of Kaverhila Eſtate, or a 
Charge of Seven Hundred Pounds thereon. As alto, that being 
otherwiſe unable to get any Money paid in, where I thought 
it due on your Account, as Sir 7ohn-Wiliiams's Executrix, 
I cqmmenc'd, and carry d on divers expenſive Suits in 
Law and Equity, to that Purpoſe; and whilſt they were 
depending, you (beſides perplexing me, as has been al- 
ready related) in May 1707, in one of your dranken Freaks, 
began a Qurrel with two of ygur Female Neighbours, of 
much your on Reputation for Modeſty, and againft 
awhoſe Converſation'l had given you a Caution, that ter- 
minated in ſo many 'Dottors-Commons-Defamation Suits, as 


being added to the Caſes I had before depending in other 


Courts, made up (to the beſt of my Remembrance) Nate 
Suits in Number, every one on your Account, or throug 

your Means; whercby net only all my Ready Money was 
expended in Lam, but I was alſo thereby neceffarily Ran 
conſiderably into Debt; and then (whilft-I was. ſo) J was 
threaten'd to be arreſted for the Sum of Fifteen Pounds, for 


1Cloaths taken up by ycu, on Truſt, whilſt Sir John Mil- 


ſiams was alive; and at the ſume Time, for about Foxr 
Score Pounds due, in Principal ard Intereſt, on a Bond 
wherein Sir John Milliums and you were jointly bouiid to 


one Pladmel: I knowing I could neither Pays nor by Law 
avoid paying, or being 1mpriſon'd for the 


or thete ſeveral Sums 
ef Money, at Midſummer, 1708, ſold off part of my 
Houſbold- Goods, ſet up the reſt (excepting ſome few that 
my CRYELTY aflorded you gratis) at a Wane 
; | | oulſe, 


(470 

Houſe; and took Care not to be found, until (at a con- 
ſidetab e Expence) I had made thoſe Matters 70 et my 
monthly Allowance (ſucli too was my CRUELTY) 
was, tho you Khew not where to find me, conſtantly 
paid you, during all the Tyme I was, on your Account, 
oblig d to hide.)  And-hitherto, I believe, you'll not pre- 
tend 1 had either Receiv/d or Rechwer d on your Account, 
ſo much as Five Puunds in Money, or Moneys Worth. 


However, the Chancery .Snirs between us, and Roger Milli- 


ams and his Wife, (who had both in their Anſwers to our 
Bill, deny'd that Sir Fohn Williams ever had any other 
Right to, or Intereſ in Narenbila Eſtate, or the 


thereof, than a here Truſt, intended to be for the Uſe of 


the {aid Roger Willzams) were now (Jui 19508) ſo far ad- 
vanc d, as that Witneſſes might have been examin d (on 
our fide) in the then Trinity Vatatim; whereupon I made 
another Journey (for Id made two before) into Wales, 
about that Aflair. As ſoon as I came there, I was in- 
form d, that the ſaid Roger Hill inmt and his Wife, had 
old their Intereſt in Rævenhila Eſtate, to one Stephens, who 
had taken upon himſelf to abide the Event of the Saite 
ben depending between the ſaid Roger Milliams and his 

ife, and you and me; and who, being well appriz d, 
hat ALTHO' Sir John Williams never had other Inte- 
in the Reverfion of that Eftate, than a bare Truſt, (as the 
ad Roger Williams and his Wife, in their Anſwers to our 
bil had ſworn) and altho he had (alſo) by a Gnveyance, 
herein he, in his Life-time, zo1n'd with the ſaid Roger 
iliams, convey'd that Tru to Oddingfells; yet ſeeing 


mnveyance executed by Roger Williams, as well as by Sir 
ahn VIalliams, and that he had bona fide ad vanc iii Money 
s he had, in his Anſener to the Bill I fi d againſt him, 
vorn, and offer d to prove) on the Security of that (on- 
hauce; and that I had (as before (p. 5.) related) par: 
has d the faid Odding ſeils's Jirtereſt, he the ſaid Sapſtens 
ould neither compel me to give up, nor te convey my in- 
ee therein to him, without firſt agreeing with me for 
he Money 1 had paid (and ſecur d to be paid). for, and 
pended about the Intereff 1 had (by Purchaſe) therein. 
here upon the ſaid Stephens then (Iny 1708) propos d, 
| | | . 


dingſells's Intereſt was ſupported by (nay founded on) a2 


(48) 


to prevent fatther Trouble and Expences in Law, to give 
me, in full Satisfaftion for my Lan-Charges with Roger Wil- 
liams and his Wife, (in whoſe Place he then ſtood) and my 
Intereft in that Eftate, the Sum of Foar Hundred and Fifty 
Pounds, which I agreed to accept of; whereupon ARTIE 
CLES of AGREEMENT between us were drawn 
up, and ſign d, whereby Stephens covenanted to pay the ſaid | 
Sum of Four Hundred and Fifty Pounds, on the 24th Day of ff | 
December, 1708. But (whether imagining that he'd agreed 
to pay me more than I could have recover'd, or for what? 
other Cauſe he beſt knows) he declin'd to pay the ſame 7 
according to his Contract. So that I was neceſſitated to 
Commence a freſh Suit againſt him in Chancery, to compel Io 
him to a Specifick Performance of his Articles of Agreement; t| 
and in Michaeimas Term, 1510, I obtain'd a Decree againſt U X 
him for the ſaid Four Hundred and Fifty Pounds, with Intereſt I 7t 
from the Time the ſame ought to have been paid, and C9 
of Suit, which in the whole (my Bill of Coſts having been, Þ x; 
by our mutual Conſent, tax d by our Clerks in Court) Fj 
amounted to Five Hundred and Forty Five Pounds, off of 
which Money, Stephens, about the End of January laſt, 
propos d to pay down 7 hree Hundred Pounds, and to give] e 
good Security for the Payment of the other 7» Hundred Fi 
and Forty Five Pounds, with Intereſt, in ſix Months Time. /i 
I being then greatly indebted to Mr. Cave, who has (sI ſtec 
you know) been my Solicitor in my Chancery-Cauſes, and myſthe 
Attorney at Lam in divers other Cauſes, and to whom you of 
and I had convey d what Intereſt we had in thoſe Lands 
and Premiſſes, to hold the ſame in Security for what was 
and ſhould become due from me to him, and then only 
in Truſt for me, my Heirs and Aſſigns, I thought Mr 
Gave (as he well might) at parting with his Security, (fot 
be was to join with me in the Conveyance to be madg}[-. 
to Stephens) would expect to receive what Money was duty; 
from me to him; and that other Perſons, to whom I waſh;;t 
alſo indebted, would hear I had receiv d Money, andy 
thereupon expect theirs too: Upon which Conſideration j 
I inſiſted that Stephens (hould then pay the whole Sum ofbeen 
Five Hundred and Forty Five Pounds, or that I would (ll, 
carry on the Suit, However, Mr. Cave being willing (as, 
d1d not think he would have been) to accept of * Sea bl: 
| EE  _pheniÞ 
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Five i phens's Security, in lien of what he then had, for what 
Vil: Money was due from me to him. On, or about the 
my i= 23d Day of February laſt, Mr. Stephens paid, in Bank Bills, 
: Three Hundred Pounds in Part of the ſaid Five Hundred 
and Forty Five Pounds, and gave Security to Mr. Cave, for 
wn the Payment of the other Two Hundred and Forty Five 
laid Pounds, with Intereſt, on the 25th Day of Auguſt laſt ; 
y of whereupon Mr. Cave and I, by Deeds of Leaſe and Re- 
reed Ml leaſe, bearing Date on or about the 22d and 23d Days of 
That February, 1710, condey d our Intereſt in thoſe Lands and 
ame Premiſes, to the ſaid Stephens and his Heirs ; and I, at the 
to] fame Time, gave Stephens a Diſcharge for the whole Sum 
apel N of Five Hundred and Forty Five Pounds. Mr. Cave carryd 
em z the ſaid Bank Bilis, in which Mr. Stephens paid the Three 
unſt Hundred Pounds, Home with him, and on or about the 
ere 7th of March laſt, Mr. Cave and I came to, ſettled and ad- 
Corr jufed our Accomprs ; by which it appear d, that of the ſaid 
cen, ¶ Five Hundred and Forty Five Pounds, Two Hundred and Eighty 
art )} Five Pounds came to Mr. Cave's Share, and only the Sum 
, Off of Two Hundred and Sixty Pounds remain'd for me. 
lalf 5. 17. It is, in my Opinion, very manifeſt, that Mr. 
give Stephens agreed to pay me the Sum of Four Hundred and 
dred 00 Pounds, on the Accompt of the Intereſt Roger Mil- 
1MeB/ians's Conveyance of the Reverſion of that Eſtate, had ve- 
ted in Odding ſell's, and which Odding ſell's Conveyance of 
my the ſame had then veſted in me; and not on the Account 
of any Thing in Sir ohn Williams's Will contain'd. Not- 
and withſtanding which, you, (I'm told) amongſt thoſe you 
cabal with, Report, that the Intereſt which Stephens, with 
onlythat Money, has purchas d, is only the Intereſt Sir John 
Villiams, at the Time of his Death, had in the Reverſion of 
that E/ate ; and which, by the Deviſe in bis laſt Will 
ad contain'd, devoly'd on you, and, by my Intermarriage 
with you, on me, and that 'tis to me all clear Gains! 
art of the Fortune you brought me! and conſequently 
anqpnay juſtly entitle you to Twenty Pounds a Year Alimony ! 
dong which I refuſing to allow you, you (good Woman N have = 
im been oblig'd to cauſe me to be cited into the Spiritual 
ert, to have Juſtice done you! In Anſwer to all which, 
ir, J defire it may be conſider'd, whether it can reaſo- 


Fably be ſuppos d, that in 8 | had found Sir Jon 


Williams's 
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Williams's: pretended. Intereſt (as mention d in, his Wall), 
could have been maintain d, (which, together with my 
Purchaſe from Odding ſell's, would have entitled me toinear 
One Theuſand Pounds, or the G kl ol the 'whyle Eſtate af 
about Ons, Hundred and. Fifty, Pounds a Year) I would. have. 
accepted of Four Hundred aud Fifty, Pounds in full / Satisfa- 

tion, for. my Intereſt in that Efate, and for my Dae 


Charges in twWo ſeveral Ghanceryy Suits concerning the lame? 


Doctor .- Commons, will more evidently. appear from what: 
follows, viz. One. Mr. E One ing the Matter: had' 
really been agreeable to this Report of yours, and conſe: 
quently. that this Sum of Fur Hundred. aud Fifty Bound 
Stephens was to pay for my Intereſt in Kavenbila Hlſtate, 
ought to be deem d the Afets of Sir ohm Milliaums, and. 10 
due from us to his Creditors, fil d a Bill in Qancery againſt 
you, me, the ſaid Roger Williams, and Anne his Wife, the laid 
Mt, Stephens, and Mr. Gave, in January laſt, ſetting: forth, 
inter alia) That the ſaid. Sir John Williams being juſtiy-ive- 
debted to him in the Sum of One Hundred Seventy and & 
Pounds, Two Shillings, and. Three Pence, he the, ſaid Mor- 

n did, in-Hillary Term, 1703, recover. Judgment againſt} 


the ſaid Sir John Williams for the ſaid Sum, but never mas 


paid the ſame, nor any Part thereof; and that Sir John Wil- 
liams dy d ſeix d in Fee of Lands which he hequeath d to you, 
ſaljeck to 4 Redemption in Caſe. the ſaid Roger Williams, 
and Anne his Wife, would. pay Seven Hundred Pounds: ty 
yen, wham he:the ſaid Sir John Williams kad, made his Exe- 
cutrix : That you prov d his Will, and intermarry d with 
me; and that we had poſſeſs d our ſelves of all the ſaid Sir John 
Williams's Perſonal Eitate, and were entitled to have either 
ee Real Eſtate, or the Sum of Seven Hundred Pounds; 

pray d, that be might be pay d his Principle, Intereſt; and 
Cofts, due on the ſaid ſudgment. To which ſaid Bill, you, 
I, and Mr. Cave, (our Iruſtee) put in, as we were ad- 
vis d, a Pleaand Anſwer; which Plea being over-rul d, our 


fariber Anſwer was call d for, which we, in June laſt, pur 


In (inter alia) in the Words following, viz 
Firſt, This Defendant Elizabeth Spinke, for herſelf, ſaith; 


That true it is, (and theſe Defendants, John Spinke and John 


Cave, ſay, the) believe it to be trus) that Sin John Williams; 
E Boone; 


Sr UE VOTE OE” ST 


— 


Len them, Inoms not, and cannot ſet forth; aud this 


, John Willianis was [ikewiſe indebted, at 


e 

Baronet, in the Complatnant"s Bill nansd, dyid an . aluur the 
114th of November, whith ws in the Tear of an Eo TNyda, 
ladung ed Made bis laſt Will and Teſtament in Ming, 
und donifitated her, this Defendant, by the Name of Blizabeth 
Pritchard, ſole Exeentriæ of the fame ; which fd ft Will 
an Teſtament it in the Words and Figures follunbnpg, that 4s 
to jay, In the Name df God, Amen, Ce. (er us be- 
fore it P. 40.) 4 In Sud by the ſail laſt Will und Teftament, 
or the Probate thereof; unto which, for greater Certnigty there- 
in, theſe Defendants crade Lende 20 refer themſelves, way 
upprur. Aud this Defendant Elizabeth farther Hailh, That 
fome Time ufter the Death of the fai Sir John Wikis, 
fhe provid h fai Will in due Form of Law, as fhe is Whois'd, 
and be'ieves ; und ſhe furi ber fair, That — — Nuart "of 
ker ſaid Teftator's\Gvods and Chatrets, and Perſonal Eftate, 
being, ut the Time bf his Death, in the Hands and Cuſtudy of 
divers Perſons, us Securities for Monies w ich her ſmid Teſta- 
tor had borromd and receiv'd, or for Debts contrutted by Ha, 
4 ſhe this Defendant hath been credibly inform d, and be- 
liedes; fhe this Defendant conid ami did poſſeſs | herſelf of only 
fo much thereof as amomted (according to an Inventory and 
Appraiſement ieh was made and taken thereof, and which 
ſhe this Defendant exhibited on Oath into the Eccleſiaſtical 
Court sf Canterbury) to rhe Sam of Seven Pounds -Eigh- 
teen Sinllings and Four Pence, and to no greater by ether 
Sum of Money: Aud ſbe farther faith, Tha ſhe thts f no 
ether Perſonal Eſlate that the ſaid Teſtator dydpvſſeſs'd i, 
intereſted in, er intitled unto, exrept ſome Hotiſhokl Gai 
which ſbe this PefenJant hath heard were by her fan Teſta- 
tor left in Pledge or Pawn to one james Morgan, late of 
Lantiho, in the Comry of Monmouth, and to other Per- 
ſons ; bat all, as this Defendant verily believes, for mr Mo- 
ney than the ſame are worth; but for how much Monty, or 
hat ſuch Hotiſhold Goods are, this Defendant, havin _ 
en- 
dant, believing herſelf tru'y inform d cbucerning them, neber 


ho ht it nurth her while twenquire more particularly ther cf. 


— And this Defendant Elizabeth farther ſaith, That the ſaid 

the Ine of his 
Death, as ſhe hath heard, and doth believe, unto ſeveral other 
Perſons in divers Sums of Money, but to whom, um how 
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the ſaid Lands and Premiſes calld Kavenhila, bat they re- 


| (52) 
much, this Defendant knows not, by Reaſon ſuch Perſons, o- 
many of them, have not made any Demand of their ſaid Debts, 
they knowing, or belicving, as this Defendant conceives, that 
the ſaid Sir John Williams left not Aſſets ſufficient to pay them, 
or any of them, and that ſhe this Defendant had, as the Truth 
is, expended a greater Sum in defraying his Funeral Charges, 


and in the Probate of his Will, and exhibiting the Invento- 


aforeſaid, than ſh: ever receiv d, or made out of his Per- 
onal Eſtate. And theſe Detendants, John Spinke and E- 
lizabeth hi: Wife, ſay, That they intermarryd on or about the 


34 Day of July, in the Year of our Lord 1705. And this De- 


fendant John Spinke anſwering, ſaith, That no Part of the 


Perſonal Eſtate of the ſaid Teſtator ever came to his Hands, 


Privity, or Knowledge, ſave wh ſome Houſhold Goods, 
for the redeeming of which out of the Poſſeſſion of Mr. Richard 
Standfaſt, of Weſtminſter, he this Defendant paid, by the 


Hands of one Anthony Hilton, about the Time of this De- 
| fendant's Intermarriage with the other Defendant Elizabeth, 


the Sum of Nine Pounds, or thereabouts, and ſoon after ſo.d 


them for leſs than Eight Pounds, bar to whom, or exactly for 


how much, doth not now remember. And this Defendant John 
Spinke farther anſwering, ſaith, That he being inſorm d, that 
the other Defendunt El:zibeth was Security for and with the 


_ ſaid Sir John Williams in a Bond of Eighty Pounds, for 
the Payment of Forty Pounds, the proper Debt of the ſaid Sir 


John Williams, with Intereſt, he this Defendant with his 


Booth, ho now lives, or lately ſo did, at or near Stains, in 
the County of Midd leſex. — And theſe Defendants, John Spinke 


own Money purchas'd in the ſame, of and from Mr. Richard 
and Elizabeth his Wa farther ſay, That they, nor 5 of 
e 


r the ſaid Sir John Williams, at the 


them, know not whet 


Time of his Death, kad any Eſtate er Intereſt in or unto the 


Lands and Preniiſes calld Kavenhila, in his Will mention d, 
and which he hath therein devisd to this Defendant Elizabeth, 


in (aſe of Non-Payment of Seven Hundred Pounds to her, ah 
his ſaid Will is directed, or that he was ſeix d or poſſeſs d of an) 


other Eſtate than as aforeſaid. However, the Defendant John 
Spinke ſaith, he drmanded the Payment of the ſaid Seven 


Hundred Pounds of the ſaid Roger Williams and Anne his 


Wiſe, who were the Poſſeſſors, and inſiſted to be the Owners 


furs 


433) 

45d to pay the ſame, or any Part thereof, inſiting, That Sir 
Fon Willa had no Right or Power to charge ſuch Estate 
with ſuch, or any other Sum of Money, or to that Effect. And 
another Perſon [Gabriel Oddingſells] being, or pretending to 
be intitled to the ſaid Premiſes, by and under ſome Conveyance 
or Conveyances to him thereof __ by the ſaid Roger Wilhams, 
and the ſaid Sir John Williams in his Life-time, and producing 
Conveyances to that Purpoſe unto this Detendant, and propoſing 
to fell and convey his Intereſt therein to this Defendant, this 
Defendant and he at length came to an Agreement for the Pur- 
chaſe thereof; and the ſaid Oddingſells, for the Conſideration 
agreed upon between him and ti:is Defendant, and according- 
ly he, by Deeds of Leaſe and Releaſe, transferr d and convey d 
all his Eſtate and Intereſt therein to this Defendant, and his 
Heirs, for ever, as by ſuch Conveyances, when produc'd, may ap- 
pear. And this Defendant having made ſuch Purchaſe, and 
the ſaid Roger Williams nevertheleſs inſiſting on his Title 
and Demands in and to the ſaid Premites, in or about Hil- 
lary-Term, which was in the Year of our Lord 1705, exhtibi- 
ted 4 Bill in this honourable Court againſt this Defendant, 
kis ſaid Wife, and others, praying, That ſeveral Conveyances 
made by the ſaid Roger Williams to the ſaid Sir John Wil- 
liams, mig ht be ſet aſide, being made only in Truſt for him the 
ſaid Roger Williams, and his Heirs ; to which Bill theſe De- 
fendants put in their Anſwer, and exhibited a Bill againſt 
the ſaid Roger Williams, and Anne his Wife, ſeeking to 
have affirm'd this Defendant's Title and Demands in and to 
the ſaid Premiſes ; to which Bill, the ſaid Roger Williams, 
and Anne his Wife, put in their ſeveral Anſwers ; and there- 
in inſiſted, that the ſaid Premiſes were the Paternal Eſtate of 
the ſaid Roger Williams, and that the ſaid Sir John Wil- 
liams never had any other Eſtate, or Intereſt in the ſaid Pre- 
miſes, or the Reverſion thereof, than in Truſt for the ſaid 
Roger Williams, and his Heirs, as by the ſaid Bills and An- 
{wers remaining of Record in this honourable Court, as theſe 
Defendants belive, and unto which theſe Defendants, for 
greater Certainty therein, crave Leave to refer themſelves, may 
more fu ly, and at large appear. And this Defendant belie- 
ving, that the Suits and Controverſies betweenthis Defendant, 
and the ſaid Roger Williams, and Anne his Wife, relating 
to the ſaid Premiles, were litelß to continue; and this Defen- 
en. „an 
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tant, by Reaſon thereof, to be engaged in Suits to hit prex 
Expence, 20 this Beten nt being defirom to e bm 
elf therefrom, and to get what Money he could for ſuth 
Eſtate and Intereſt which he had in the ſaid Premiſes, thy 
Defendant not caring to rely on the Validity» of his Title and 
Demand; this Defendant therefore, along Time before the 
Complainant gave him any Notice of his Pretences and De- 
mand, did contract and agree with John Stepliens in the Com- 
plainant's Bill nam d for another Defendant, and who was in 
Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Premiſes, by Virtue of ſome Conveyanie 
to him made by the ſaid Roger Williams, and Anne hrs Wife, 


As this Defendant hath heard and believes, for his becoming 


# Purchaſer of ſuch Eſtate and Intereſt which this Defendant 
and his Wife had in the ſaid Premiſes and this Defendant, 


and, at his Direction, the other Defendant John Cave, did af- 


terwards, in Confideration of Four Hundred and Fifty Pounds, 
by Deeds of Leaſe and Releaſe, convey all their Eſtate, Tithe, 
and Intereſt in and to the ſaid Premiſes, to him the ſaid John 
Stephens, and his Heirs, for ever: Which ſaid Four Hun- 
dred and Fifty Pounds Parchaſe-Money, and all other Mo- 


nies due from the ſaid John Stephens to this Defendant, he 


the ſaid John Stephens fully paid off, or otherwiſe ſufficient 

ſatisfy'd to his Defendant: a wth the 1 
which was done on or about the 24th Day of February 14. 
Ahe above-written Paſſages, Madam, in our ſaid Anſwer 
contain d, evidently ſhew, (that is, in Caſe you and 1 
may, on our Oaths, be believ'd) firft, That you never re- 
ceiv d (or made) ſo much of the Goods, Chattels, or Effect. 
of — Williams, as you expended in and about his 


Funeral, 


never came to my Hands, Privity, and Knowledge, as would 
cy me what Money I actually paid (of my own) for 
the Redemption of thoſe Goods of his that did come to my 
Hands out of Pawn. unleis the Money paid me by Stephen 


for my Intereſt in Kavenhila Eftare, can be deem'd to have 


been paid for the Intereſt which Sir Fohn Williams, at the 
Time of his Death, had therein ; which, from the Matters 


contain d in the Paſſages J have tranſcribd from our ſaid 


Anſwer, it evidently (in my Opinion) appears it cannot, 
And if it was not paid for Sir 7% I iſliamss — 
| | | . then 


and the Probate of his Will. 8 That fo 
much of the Perſonal Eſtate or Effects of Sir John Williams, 
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then it cant be ſaid I receiv'd it on your Account. But 
ſeeing your Fully and Confidence is ſuck, that — 
ing the atters.contain'd in our ſaid. Anſwer, puy in on 
Oath to Mr. Arg ans ſaid Bill, you ſtill continue to tell 
People, even thoſe to whom Sir Fokn Williams dy d in- 
debted, that Stephens paid that Money for Sir John Mile 
liams's Intereſt, in Kavenhila Eſtate, and that, as yau are 
his Executrix and Deviſee, it was your Money. I will, 
for Argument ſake, admit the Matter to be according to 

your Report thereof; and then, I ſay, firſt, That Money 

mult be deem d the Aſſets of Sir Jul illiams, and be li- 

able (fo far as it will go) to ſatisfy his Creditors, Mr. 

Morgan's ſaid Jud gment Debt of One Hundred Seventy Six 

Pounds I wo Shillings and Three. Pence, exght Years Intereſt 
for the ſame, and Cofs of Suit, will make a great Hole in 

it ! Beſides, you very well know, that one Garaſh, a 
Barber, has threaten d to ſue me for One Hundred Pounds; 

that Mice, who nurs'd your Sham-Daughter, bas actually 
employ d one Hod (with whom, you conſulted): to ſue. 
me for about Twenty Pounds, And I am told another Per- 
ſon has put a Bond into that Hood's Hands to ſue me for 

Fifty Pounds. And (in Caſe it be Sir Fobn's Aſſets) you 
very well know an Old Woman that can (and ought: to) 

ſue me for (unleſs F'll pay it freely) above Three Hundred 
Pounds. In ſhort, if it be the Aſſets of Sir om Williams, 
firſt come (of his Creditors) firſt ſexv'd ! Otherwiſe, was 

a Dividend of the ſaid. whole Sum of Five Hundred Forty: 
and Five Pounds to be made amongſt all them to whom 

he dy'd indebted, I queſtion. whether it would bring them 

in Eighteen Pence in the Pound for their reſpective Debts. ! 

Aye, but (you ſay) you are not for having that Mone 
paid away to ane or” Williams Creditors: You only de- 

ſire it ſhould be deem d your Money, (given you by Sir ohn 

Williams) to ſerve your own Parpoſes, in ſupporting the 
Reputation of your having been to me a Fortune; and to 

be a ſufficient Pretext for you (if I'll not live with you) 

to inſiſt on my being (by the Spiritual Court) oblig d to 
allow you a good round ſeparate Maintenance. That's all! 

Very well. Aſets, and not Aſſets; 57 to ſerve your 


| Parpoſes, but not to ſerve other Peoples! Well, ſeeing 


you ll have it ſo, it ſhall- be fo: And therefore, Jenny, | 


(55) 

Iwill alſo admit, that this Sum of Five Hundred and For. 
ty Five Pounds, paid me by Stephens, was all your Monch, 
and that I have receiv'd it on your Account, and to your 
(and not to my own, or any of Sir Fohn Williams's Credi- 
tors) Uſe and Behoof ; and thereupon (which 1 am conh- 
dent all the World (your ſelf excepted) will allow 1s ve- 
ry fair in me) I will come to an Accompt with you, viz, 


Receiv'd of my (dear!) Wife's Money, y I. 5. d. 
and to her proper Ule and 8 545 09 00 
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i pences, by me paid oft, came to | 
| Item, I paid off another Law-Bill, which came to 4 18 03 
| h Item, Another Law-Bill of — 1 17 05 
i Item, Paid to old Saul the eee e 10 
8 gaondam Lover)— — — 51 2 * 
a. Item, Several Conncellors at Law, ſo near as 1 | 
1 i can recollect, have had of me, for Advice, > 3o 00 oo ff 7 
19 and pleading in your Cauſes, at leaſt 0 
| „ lem, Paid a _— for a Cure done for — 1 6 
[ it whilſt Sir John Williams was living— | a 
„ Item, Paid to the ſame Surgeon, for what he t 
Wal. did for you, after you jump'd out at (110. a 
i: the Window, to have gone to dear Tom- te 
1 i my the BUM ———— — Y 
j 5 Item, Paid to Doctor Nenton, for your Ac- / 
W | commodaiions at his Mad-Houſe, = 20 OOo o 
9 than — ww — . n 
' 1 Itcm, In redeeming your pretended Dauzh- 0 
ters Linnen out of Pawn, and in buying 1 10 co tl 
ſome Neceſſaries for her, about P 
Item, Paid by your ſelf, of my Money, in the ? el 
Diſcharge of an old Beauty-iVaſh-Bil, about * e de 
Item, Paid to (and expended in Law with) y) b 
a certain London-Draper, on your Accompt, & 60 co 09 u 
more tha — 9 # 


Item, 


O0 


O0 


CRE) 


lem, Paid to (and cxpended in Law with) J. . d. 
a certain Linnen-Draper, on your and your e 59 00 oo 
pretended Daughter's Account, more than 

Item, Paid in purchaſing in a certain / Bond 
of yours, about — — — 

nem, Thrice I went my ſelf into Wales about 
your Attairs, and twice I ſent a Porter, at 
the Expence of 71. cach Journey; allow 35 oo oO 
me Porters Pay, and theſe Journeys come 
to wo 1 

hem, Paid to your ſelf, for your Separate Main- 
tenance, ſince we've liv d apart by Conſent 


13 10 co 


+ 51 CO 09 


Item. Given to you gratis (iince you've liv'd © 
you gratls ( * wut too 


from me) in Moncy- 


The Sum Total of cheſe Disburſements a- 325 18 7 
mounts to the Sum of 9 
From which ſubſtract the Sum receiv d, viz. 545 CO © 


And there appears due from you to me, on) — — 
the Ballance of this Accompt, the Sum > 75 18 cg 


of- e eee ee 


Jam ſo far, Madam, from having done you any In- 
juſtice in this Accompr, that I poſuively believe I have 


expended (of my own Money) in and about your litiga- 


ted Affairs, more than the Sum of one fundred Pounds, over 
and above (and more than) what is mention'd in and by 
the above-written Accompt; not including (yet) Tavern 
and Aie-houſe Expences that I have thereby alſo been unavoi- 
dably oblig'd to beat, and which, I verily think, in the 
whole, can't have been leſs than one hundred Pounds more. 
And how much the neglecting my proper Buſineſs, by Means 


of my having been embarras'd in your Affairs, has been to 


my Detriment, I neither can determine, nor care to think 
of. To all theſe Matters, may (I think) full be added, 
that I as yet know not what Expences Mr. Morgan, in the 
Proſecution of his before-mention'd Suit, may put me to; 
eſpecially when I conſider, that Mr. Cave has been oblig'd 
to ſue Mr. Stephens on the Security he gave him for the 
before-mention'd 245 J. and that Mr. Stephens has there- 
upon (out of Spight I ſuppoſe) fil'd a Till againſt Mr. 
Cave and Me, endeavouring = that Afoney a the 

6 OBrt 


—— 


—— 
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Court, to the End that Mr. Morgan, Mr. Cave, and I, may 
interplead about it. And ſhould it happen (as I hope, and 
believe it can't) that Mr. Cave ſhould looſe his Money, I 
know not whether he would not endeavour, by (ſtill) a- 
= nother Bill in Chancery, to get it again from me. And 
3 ho can!] determine (or gueſs) what will be the Event 
| of all theſe Matters. Thus the Fatigue and Expences of ll 
four Suits in Chancery, and one at Common-L:iw about Ka- 

znhila Eſtate, having brought me in for my purchas'd, 

and your devisd Kig/t (if any ſuch you had) thereto, and { 


oy ds as. rn 
— ——— — 
— — 5 


1 in full Satisfaction for all my Trouble and Expences in ſ 
1 and about tho'e de Suite, the Sum of Five Huudred and f 
8 Tiuorty Five Pounds, | am fill fad by Mr. Morgan and 4 
q | Mr. Stephens about that Money in Gancery, and (in a 


Effect) by you (for my having receiv d that Money, you 
in your common Converſation, make your Pretcxt for | ** 


8: OO eget rarer 


_ — , a —— 4 
* 0 hy E S * E 
— an 4 Dey Rey 44, 8 my "5 * 


— 
e or ts 
— 2 brag i—eeecr4 


having commencd your Suit) in Doctors Commons. And dc 
Il am too in Danger of being ſu'd (hereafter, about the ſame E. 
WW. Money) by Mr. Cave. A bleſſed Caſe mine! Nay, and 1 © 
1 farther ftill, why may not 2 reporting (tho fallly) 5 
a. that I have reccivd di Hundred Pounds of Sir Fohn Willi- Þ -* 
1 ams Money, induce divers of his Creditors to ſue me? P i 
1 Certainly I ought to cxpect it will be fo. However, from na 
1 the Matters related, it is, I conceive, more than ſuffici- || #7 
14 ently evident, %, That the Propoſals you made laſt i 

Summer, (after, and by Reaſon of, my having receiv'd - 


Money of Stephens, as before ſet forth) were very unreaſo- 
nable; they were as follows, vis. I/. That I ſhould neſt 
take a Houſe at Lalebam, and furnith it for you to live in, BY)» 
and to let cut to Lodgers, How much leſs than all my 40 
Money, (which I ſuthciently wanted for more neceſſary 1% 
Occaſions) would this Affair have requir d? And how 1s 
it probable that you (a lone Woman) ſhould have been 
advantag d thereby, unleſs you'd ſold off the Goods again, 
and march'd oft with the Money? 2dly. That I ſhould 
(becauſe I reſus d the other Propoſal) give you One Hun- 
dred Pounds in Ready Money, with which you'd go (you 
faid) whether I ſhould never more either ſee you, or hear 
of you. (Probably you meant whil/ that Money ſhould laſt.) 
I had ncither One Hundred Pounds to ſpare for you, nor 
Faith to give Credit to you; and ſo rejected the * 

9 | | $1 
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( 59) 
d a. 3dly. You requeſted me to advance a \uÞcient Sum 
1 | of Money to enable you to take a Progreſs into /reland ; 
to this Propoſal I offer d a ready Cmpliauce, on Condition you 
1 could find me good Security that you'd never come to Eng- 
land again: The Condition you rejected, and I the Propo- 
of | . All the Buſineſs you had in Jreland, (ſo far as I could 
ever be infocm'd) was, at your own Expences, (or mine 
d. rather) to have accompany'd a Gentlewoman thither to 
id | fee ber Husband, who, belonging to the Soldiery, is Gt 
ſeems) in that Kingdom, about an hundred Miles diſtant 
4 | from Dublin, and to have come back again with her, at 
d ber Return. A pretty Contrivance to have worn out ycur 
Chaths, and laviſh'd away your Money To theſe Propoſals 


- may aptly. cnough be added, one you made fome Years 
or ago, 2x. That when I receiv'd (in Caſe I ever ſhould ſo 


1g || do) Five Hundred Pounds for my Intereſt in Kavenhila 
Eſtate, I ſhould allow you to lay out Fifty Pounds of it on 
d | ONE (you ſaid) GOOD Suit of Cleaths. Sccondly, That 
5) Jin Point of Riches, I'd better have fecur'd Two or 7 hree 
i. | Handred Pounds (for ought 1 know Five Hundred 
Pounds) to Hilton (and have paid em too) for him to 
have help'd me to a Wife out of an Alms-Houſe, than One 
Hundred Pounds (as I d1d) for him to help me to Sir Fohn 
aſt N Hilliamts (Grace) Widow's Ladythip! Tlns, I ſay, in 
4 | Point of Rickes only: But was many an {/ms-Woman to 
„ be compar'd to you in Relation to Medeſly, (Haſtity, Ho- 
na %), Temperance, good Temper, Prudence, Feracity, Fideli- 
ty, Reputation, and other Endowments, winch alone can ca- 
pacitate a Noman to be ſuch a Wife, as that a Man can be 
ry happy in the Enjoyment of Her, (he would (I believe) be 
is found as far to excel you in Intrinſic: Worth, as the Duke 


— of Marl boroughis Eſtate, exceeds that of the Gentlewoman's 
in, [hom you offer d to produce (p. 30.) to have been your 


nd Ncurity, when we ſhould have ſign d the before-mention'd 
Articles of Agreement. Thirdly, That in Caſe you ſhall 
fill continue to ſuggeſt, report, and endeavour, to make 
People believe that you brought me an Efate, large Sum 
of Money, &c. ſuch Romances of yours ought to be deem'd 
the Effects of either a ſtill remaining Madneſs, and Diſ- 
order in your Head, for the Cure of which you ought to 


Ade recommitted to your former (or ſome more skilful) 
„ | | H : Dicter's 


* — — ** 
— —— —— — 
— 5 —— — : . 
O05, 2 a 


S 
AA... — —— 2 * — 


— — — "£5 - I pes 3 n 
3 \ — . —— — oth pr — © 
r Nr rr rr —— — 
E — * „ - * ry 


* 4 
_ 
. 


. 
3 * n 


ET 
— 


—— 


—— — — U Aer — oc acne —_— * * 
5 " - W * 5 En * 


. 


— == 
3 * 3 8 =: ARES 2 r * 1 7 Swe 
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(60) 
Doctor's Care: Or of inveterate Malice, and a Deſire of 
Ruining me, both as to my Stance and Reputation, for 
which Vickedneſs, certainly, nothing leſs than Bridewel, 
or tl. Werk-houſe cught to be your Doom, until you 
(hall lern to comport your {Gf more like an honeſt Wo- 
man. Forrthly, That whether the one) paid by Stephens, 


- ought to be deem'd the As of Sir ohn Williams, or not, 


can't be very material to Mr. Mirgan, your ſelf, or any 
one elſe, becauſe it bas not nearly brought me in my Ex- 
pence; at Law; and I conceive, every Man will allow, 
that an Executor (hall be ſatisfy d his Lan-Charges, before 
he ſhall be oblig'd to pay off the Judgement (or any other 
the) Debts of his Teffator: Ard how much Alimony can 
be juſtly due to ycu on the Account of my having Reco- 
verd and Receiv'd (whether Afſers, Legacy, or what you 
pleaſe) Five Handred aud Foriy Hive Pounds after (and by 
Means of) my having, on your Account, expended a 
greater Su in Ly, belides having been twice impriſon'd, 
once oblig't to break up Hufe: Recting, and for about fix 
Tears together, beftow'd the ęgreateſt part of my Time, 
Thou Pts, and 1057 (to my almolt Ruin in being there- 
by ncceflitated to occafional Lxpences, and to nexlect my 
oper Buſineſs) in and about the litigated Affairs, my 
ase witi you, brouglit me into, I ſhall leave to 
proper Ferions to determine, when they ſhall have alſo 


been well appriz d how il 2 IVife you have (into the Bar- 


gain) becn. | 

F. 18. Some Perſons may perh: ps ſuſpect my FVeracity in 
ſome of the above-mention's Particulars, upon a Preſump- 
tion that Sir h Nillizs, when a dying Man, would 
never bequeath in his lt Hi, what he had neither Right 
ner Pamer to give, and what, by Virtne of his Bequeſf, 
you cculd never chjoy; 1, when 1 marry d you, was 
of this Opininon; but iv Years Experience has? con- 
vincd me Iwas thin mittaken. And to ſpeak freely my 
(now) Thoughts of the AZarrer, I do verily believe, that 
Sir John Willems either intended his Will ſhould be made 


Uſe of by you, after his Death, to impoſe on ſome Per-l 


ton not acquainted with his Character and Circumſtances, 
or that (which, in Charity to him, as dead, I rather 
hob concerning him) he was non compos mentis when he 

| | | made 


(61) 


made it; and ſo complyd to have what ever you ſug- 
geſted to him, inſerted therein. But leaſt I ſhould be 
thought to have ſuggeſted thus of him, meerly to ſcau- 
dalize you, T1 tranſcribe his Will again in Parts, and will 
ſubjoin ſuch Remarks thereon, as will (I conceive) ſhew 
my Surmiſe to be Rational, if not poſſitvely Fact, wiz. 


Will.] In the Name of God, Amen. 1 Sir John Wil- 


lizms, of Langiby Caſtle, in the Pariſh of Langiby, in the 
Cunty of Monmouth, and Dioceſs of Landafte, Baronet, 


being of perfekt Memory, Praiſe be therefore to Almighty . 


God, do make and ordain this my laſt Will and Teſtament, in 
Manner and Form following, viz. Firſt, I recommend my Soul 
into the Hands of God Creator; hoping threug h the Al- 
ſufficient Merits of ſeſus Chriſt my Redeemer, to have 
45 Pardon of all wy Sins, and to obtain everlaſting 
Lite, 

Remarks.) Hitherto we may ſuppoſe the Pen-Man of 
this Will, proceeded of himſelf, becauſe, excepting the 
Teſtators Name, and proper Additions, (which, being Sir 
Fohn's Neighbour, he mult needs be well acquainted with) 
being inſerted in their proper Place, it is altogether com- 
mon Form. | l | 

Will.] And next, 1 do hereby revoke, and null, and de- 
clare all other Wills and Codicils of Wills by me made for- 
merly, to be null and in ſuſſicient, from the Day of the Date 
kereof, whether they lye in Mr. Gibbs's Hands, his Executors, 
Adminiſtratars, or Aſſigns, and from henceforth do apply my 
fel f whilly and ſolely to this preſent Will. 

Remarks.) This Claxſe contains only a general Revocation 
of all Wills and Codicils of Wills, by him formerly made, 
and is alſo Matter of Form, excepting the Declaration in 
whoſe Hands thoſe former Wills ſhould be; which is more 
defectively expreſs d, than might be expected from a Gen- 
tleman of Learning, right in his Senſes. 

Will.] Imprimis, / do the ſame to every other Will made 
by me upon the Account of m) Lands, Goods, or Chattels, 
if any ſhall happen to be in the Cuſtody of any other Perſon 


what ſoever, utterly renouncing them alſo. 


Remarks.) This Clayſe (tho in different Words) is, in 
Effect, the ſame with the former; for that Clauſe revokes 
all other Wills, and this every other Will ; which is the very 
lame in Senſe ; which the Teſtator, had he been right in 
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his Senſes, would certainly have been appriz d of; and 
thereupon have forborn the Inſertion of either the one, ot 


the other of theſe (lauſes into his Will. 
Will.] Item, I do mightily recommend the Right Hononra- 
ble the Lady Katharine Williams, to whom recommend her 
Jointure expreſs d in one Pair of Indentures made between m 
felf and the Perſons therein nam'd, begging of the ſaid Lah 
Katharine, a: ſhe will, out of her great Care, beſtom Fifty 
Pounds 4 Year cut of her Jointure, unto Elizabeth Williams, 
a Daughter of mine, begutten of tie Body of Elizabeth Pritchard, 
of Pauls in London, which ſaid Elizabeth Williams is 
Daughter, and wich ſaid Elizabeth Williams J Have verih 
made no Provi ſion for. = 
Remarks.] Could Sir Jon Williams, if of a ſound Mind, 
have imagin'd, that his (abus d) Lady would, out of her 
Fointare, allow, at his Rcqueſt, Fifty Pownds a ear to a 
Child ſhe muſt look upon as a Ba/fard, begotten on the Body 
of a Woman, who (inſtead of her ſelf) had fo long liv'd 


with him; and on wlom, by his Will, he'd beſtow'd (the 


Bequeſts of) ſo many Good Lagacies * Or, could Sir John, 
if honeſt and ſenfible, have made fo good Proviſion for 
you (whether his Wife or Concubtice) and ane for (as 
he fuppos'd) his only Child? If Sir John was compos mentis 
at making this Will, it maſt, I thinx, be preſum'd, that 
he was appriz'd the ſeveral Bequeſis (to you) therein con- 
tain'd, were but ſo many SHAMS; and that he there- 
upon recommended this &ild to tie Charity of his Lady, 
hoping Ins dying Requeſt might move her to have Com- 
paſſion on an helpleſs /:fart, which ow d its Being (un- 
der Gd) to her (dead) Hu5bind, who, in his lat Will, 
had call'd it by his own Name, and which mult now 
probably (tho a Baronet s Daughter) become a Pariſh Charge, 
if not ſupported by her. But (alas!) this Clauſe of his 
Will, tho' very expreſſive of the tender Love and Concern 
of an indulgent and dyiag Father towards an helpleſs In- 
fant, he was ſenſible (tho' almoſt ſenſeleſs) he was to leave 
behind him, ſeems, as well as the two former, even in 


the very Expreſſion of it, demonſtrative of an unſound 
Mind; what elſe means bis herein ſaying 


Elizabeth 
and then preſently fub- 


Williams, 4 N of mine 
joinin Whic 
| How- 


ſaid Elizabeth Williams is ny Daughter? 


(63) 
E However, you ſent to know the Lady Katherine's Pleaſure 
nd about this Matter. Modelily done! 25 
ort Will.] Item, I will and bequeath all my Eſtate, which 1 
have in Goods and valuable Writings, calld Kavenhila, ia 
54e County of Monmouth, with all Lands and Tenements 
thereto aa Ra or if the Perſons enjoying the ſame, will pay 
the Sum of Seven Hundred Pounds to the ſaid Elizabeth 
42) pritcbard, the Mother of the ſaid Elizabeth Williams, then 
fty J 40 appoint the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard for to paſs over all 
ns, he Accompts, Deeds, and Fines, unto the Perſons that ſhall be 
1d, Or ners or Pi ſſeſſors of the Effate ; and if they will not, 1 do 
10 give the whole to her the ſai Elizabeth Pritchard, her Heirs 
% Bard Executors, for ever. 
Remarks.) Whoſoever can make it appear that this Clauſe 
nd, is intelligible, good Senſe, and ſo worded as it may juſtly 
be expected a Councellor at Law (as your Teſtator was) would 
word a Deviſe of Lands and Tenements, or a Charge of 
even Hundred Pounds thereon, may probably be able to 
convince many People, that Sir on Williams was compos 


the entis when he made his Will; but then, I conceive, he'll 
hn, find ſome Difficulty : Firſt, From what I have already 
for Kt forth about this Matter, to reconcile this Deviſe with 
(as onefly : And, ſecondly, To thew what is hereby devis'd 


nd given to you, in Caſe you can't prove that you ever 


hat Pas Elizabeth Pritchard, the Mother of Elizabeth Williams. 
on- Wn ſhort, I take the Confafion of the Expreſſions of this Clauſe 
cre Bo be ſuch, as no illcterate Perſon, much leis a Man of 
«), Earning, could ever, whilſt of a ſound Mind, be guilty 


„ on jo ſolemn an Occaſion ; and conſequently that the 
ame gives juſt Cauſe of Suſpicion, that Sir Fohn Williams, 
vill, hen he made his Will, was not fo. I'll only ſubjoin a 
OW fer Words out of the Anſwer of Mrs, Anne Williams, (his 


ge, Ritter) to our Bill in Relation to this Deviſe, viz. . And 
bis , Defendent believes the ſaid Sir John Williams dy'd at or 
n Bout the Time in the Bill mention d, bat whether he made any 
In aſt Will or Teſtament in Þriting, or whether, if ſo he did, 


nas coinpos mentis at the Time of making thereof, he ha- 
ing labour d for ſev ral Tears until his Death, ander 4 Para- 


und ick Diſtem per, nich frequentiy, in all Appearance, ſo affected 
is Intelectuals, as render d him at thoſe Times incapable of 


1 zulineſs, this Deſendant doth not know, Thus his Siſter on 
WR th. | a2 | | 
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( 64 ) 
Will.] Item, Whereas there is à certain Indenture , 


Date between Richard Lord Belamont and my ſelf, if there hy 
any Thing in it, then I give it to the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, 


for the Maintenance of herſelf, the ſaid Elizabeth Williams 


and any Child ſhe ſhall have to be born within ene half Tear 
after the Date here df. . 
Remarks,] Here is a Bequeſt to you, for the Maintenance 
of your ſelf, ¶ much good may it do you) of a certain Inden. 
ture, which, inſtead of bearing Date on any certain Dq, 
Month, and Year, bears Date, it ſeems, between a certain 
Lord and your Teſtator ; but what it relates to, or concerns, 
he muſt, I believe, be a Conjuror, that can find out. Will 
any Man in his Wits make ſuch Bequeſts? However, you 
ſhew me an Indenture made (or ſaid to be made) between 


one Richard Lord Belamont (but who knows whether there 


may not have been more than one Richard Lord Relamont 
in Sir John Wiliiams's Lite-time?) and your Teſtatater, and 
if that was (as you ſaid, and as I believe) the Indenturt 


very tender Maintenance, (unleſs you can, as ſome Worn; 


do, live well upon the Parehment) for it related to a cer- | 
tain Gpper-Mine Project, that (as 1 found upon Fnquifj | 
ry) had been come to nothing many Years before Sir Fob « 
Williams dy d. Ihis Deviſe muſt therefore have been inf} | 
ſerted either for an Amuſement, or for want of Senſe. 0 

Will.] Item, I give and bequeath unto Mrs. Elizabetſi f 
Pritchard the ſeveral Sums of ſix hundred Pounds, be th c 
more (r leſs, which were formerly gathe;*d by Mr. James Mo o 
gan, by Virtae of a Letter of Attorney, bearing Date in i (: 
Year one Thouſand ſix Hundred and Ninety, or Ninety one li 


or Ninety two, or Ninety three, before Mr. Jeffreys had 4 (e 
* 10 do with u Eſtate in Ewes-Lacy, for my Tenant 5. 
Here. | | 
Reweris.] This Clauſe, tho ſomewhat more intelligib M 
than cither of the two laſt mention d, is (yet) not very ap 2 
ly expreſs'd ; the Money here deviſed, is ſuggeſted to hai ne 
been collected by one Mr. James Morgan, (but there mighll Le 
at that Time, be, for ought 1 know, an hundred Mr. ani A 
Morgans) by Virtue of a Letter of Atitern:y executed! 
leaſt ren Years, nay perhaps fourteen Years (tor he leaves! 
uncertain whether it was in the Year 1690, 91, 92, org 
| ---* on 
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before this Will was made; and the Sum too is left unde- 


termin d, (being the ſeveral (but how many ſeveral? ) 
Sums of Six hundred Pounds, be they more or leſs, he ought 
to have added, or none at all ! ) whence it ſhould ſeem the 
Accompts were never ſettled, ſtated, and adjuſted, between 


this Morgan and your Teſtator, during that (at leaſt) Ten 


Years Time, and conſequently the Money (I think) loft by 
the Stature! But probably the High-Court of Chancery might 
(if the Matter appears plain) give Relief in ſuch a Caſe. 
The Mr. Fames Morgan here intended, you (I believe right 
enough) 1oform'd me, was Mr. James Morgan late of Lan- 
tilio in Mon mouthſbire, who, in and about the Years for 
that purpoſe mention d in the ſaid Will, was concern d in 
gathering in Rents for Sir John Williams, as I find by ſome 
Accompts relating thereto, duely ſtated and adjuſted : Hows 
ever, Whether the ſaid Morgan ever accompt ed with Sir 

John Williams for the laſt Money he might collect for him, 
I know not, but 1 conceive it probable he did, and that 
for the following Reaſons. Firſt, This Mr. Morgan was 
a Rich, and (by common Fame) an Honeſt Man, and (I 
think) ſomewhat related to Sir Fohn Williams ; and therefore 
I can neither think that Sir 70hn Williams (who was apt 
enough at Law-Suits,cven with his neareſt Relations) would 
have patiently permitted any ſuch conſiderable Sum or 
Sums of Money to have remain d in this Morgan's Hands 
from Year to Year, (had the ſame been juſtly due, and re- 

coverable) without proſecuting him either at Common-Lay, 
or in Chancery, (as the Caſe ſhould have requir'd) for the 
ſame ; nor that this Morgan, who well knew (and I be- 

lieve commiſerated) Sir 22 Williams's Neceſſities, would 

(eren in point of Honeſty) have kept his Money from him. 
Secondly, In or about the Month of February 1692, Sir ahn 

Williams put a large Parcel of the beſt of the Furniture of his 

Manſion-Houſe at Langiby , into the Poſſeſſion of this 

Morgan, as a Pledge or Pawn for (I think) Fifty Pownds, but 

never redeem'd the ſame. The following is the Copy of a 


Letter J have now by me, ſent by the Widow of this Mr. 
Aung as, to Sir John Williams, about theſe Goods, viss 


1 


1 Aug: 
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| Aug. the 15. 1704. 
Honour'd Sir, 25 . 5 
7 Recefd a Letter from you about a Month ſince concerning 
the Geods that are haere of yours in my Hand and wear de- 
liverd to my Dear Mr. Morgan for the Security of Fifty Poond 
you had of him ; my Affliction for his Los was ſo great when =— 
Ftuard was heare I could not anſwer your Leter, but now I think 
it my Duty to do it © It is very treu, Sir, I was att Langiby 
when the things was deliverd ; and you wear pleasd to ſay at the 
racking them down; but truly I was at the tacking them up, for 1 
found them on the groond in the beſt Parlor ſo duſty and ſtaind 
with Rats and Dogs that it pitied my Hart to ſee ſuch Good 
things ſo abusd ; however I recefd them into my Care, and 
brought them Hume, according to you Order, and bruſbt and 
cleand them, and lacht them up in Cheſts whear they have remaind 
ever ſince only aird once in a Somer ; but I find, Sir, you are 
under a miſtake what the Goods was, for I had no Fether-Bed, 
nor Bolſter, nor Pilo. You your ſelf forbid them to be deliverd 
to me, in 4 Leter to Mr. Redmon, neither had 1 any thing in 
the Chimny, the Things I recefd wear theas. = 
Curtains of velvat imbroderd with Silk, with the Valins and ' 
Baſes to them, Teſter, Hed-Pece, and Hed-Bord, and a Quilt a 
of the ſame as the Lining of the Bed. 4. Gilded tops, and Feet. | | 
One Bedfted. 1 Screen of Pink colerd Lether floverd with Gold || © 
and Silver and colcrs. n 
2 Whit Damast vindo Curtains hole to draw up which ocafond al 
your miſtacke of thinking it 4. re 
1 Sat of Aris Hangings. | to 
2 Great Chaiers and 12 2 17 
. | lat 
1 
| 
In 
Ing 


4 Red Grtains to Ceas the Bed with. 
1 Mat to Loy under the Bed. | 
1 Table and ſtands and great Glas, which notnithhſtanding 
all my Cear topack it, Split all to pieces in bringing hear, 
1 Bruch aud ſome painted Earthen things for the Chimny- 
peece, and thes was all the _ I had of yours] have no deſign, 
Sir, nor deſier to keep your Goods being alltogerher youſles to me | 5 


therefore deſier you to pay me the Money and intereſt due upon | 
it and you t thankfully receeve your Goods again from me; II 
but truly they have been hear ſo long alredy that 1 fear the In- lian 
tereſt on the Money will mate them a dear Peniworth con fidering Main, 
| bow much they have been abuid and are nom ont of facion there- lim 
"ur fore 


1 E 

fore I deſwe you between this and Criſmas to Order me m 
Money otherwais I can ſtay no longer for it, but muſt le 
forft to diſpoſe of it for what I can get, for every Year now ads 
to my Los in keping them, this with my umble Reſpefls to your | 
ſelf is all from 


Your very umble Servant, 
ELIANOR MORGAN. 
The Super ſcription was thus, viz. 


This 462 
For the Honour'd Sir Fokn Williams, at the 


| Sign of the Golden-Ball, in Sarry-Street, 
} near St, Clements-Charch, | 

0 N ä | Lindon. 

; Iwould have corrected the Srelling in this Letter, but 
s that I fear'd, that had I made any, tho but literal, Corre- 


ctions therein, you'd ſuggeſt I'd alter'd fome material 
4 Points in it; ſo it is printed juſt as I find it; and I dare 
anſwer for Mrs. Morgan, that ſhe'll, on ſight thereof, own 
+ | ſhe penn d it, and ſent it according to its Superſcription. 
14 | However, preſently after our Marriage, (before that I had, to 

my Remembrance, ſeen this Letter) l writ to Mrs, Morgan 
ad || about this Deviſe in Sir John Williams's Will contain d, and 
receiv'd an Anuſwer in her Name, written (as I have Reaſon 
to believe) by the ſame Hand that penn'd this ſent to Sir 
John Williams ; but that Anſwer to my firſt Letter, not being 
latisfactory, I ſoon after ſent a ſecond Letter to this Mrs. 
Morgan, threatning her with a Suit in Chancery, in Caſe | 
could not otherwiſe receive Satisfaction from her. | 


In anſwer to which ſecond Letter, I receiv'd the follow- 
ny Ing, VIC, 
Ye 8 
Bas Was very much ſurprix d when I receiv d_ your fir: Letter, 
. mentioning a Debt due from my Husband to Sir ſohn Wil- 
. fon liams. I am almoſt confident Mr. Morgan was 1 far from 
ring wing Sir John any Money, that Sir John was [fill indebted to 
here · Ilim in confiderable Sums, (beſides the Money lent on the Fur- 
fore EEE ] 2 | niture 


niture you mention) which being deliver d about fourteen Years 
ſince, amounts to much more than the Valne of the Things, 
Cmbich Things I would willingly part with, on Receipt of my 
Money and Intereſt, as Sir John, by His Letter a little before 
his Death, gave me Hopes I ſbould.) I wonder a Perſon of Sir 
John's Honour, ſhou'd pretend to oblige his Friend, at his Death, 
with a Legacy, where he / ad not the leaſt Colour of Rights Ton 
ſay you are not willing ts go to Lam; I think you'll do beſt to 
continue in that Mind fill; otherwiſe, I believe you'll put your 
ſelf to an unneceſſary Charge. Since you own your ſelf to be mar- 
75 d to Sir John's Executrix, (which I did not know to be Mr.. 
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with him, and to have paid what ſhould have, on the 
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Pritchard) I hope you, in the firſt place, will provide me the 


Meney and due Intereſt ariſing on the Goods. Had my 


Friend, who is now in the Country, been in London, he ſhould 
have waited on you. At his next Return to London, which 
will be next Term, if 1 hear not ſooner from you, ke ſhall con- 
fer with you. In the mean Time, I remain, 


E ” dir, 
Lantiho, he 21. Aug. 1705. 5 = 
1 e Your Servant, 

ELIANOR MORGAN, 


The Will ſays the Moneys in this Clauſe of it devisd, hl 


ere by Mr. Morgan gather d in from Sir John's Tenants be- 


fore Mr. Feffryes had any thing to do with his Eftate in 
Ene-Lacy, and Mr. Feffryes (I now know) had that Ea 
in Mortgage before the Year 1696 ; but how long before, [ 
know not: And Mr. Alorg an dy'd, as his Widin's above- 
written Letter to Sir hn, thews, about the middle of the 
Year 1724 ; fo that Sir Fehn had had about ten Years to 
have compell'd Mr. Morgan to have come to an Accompt 


Hallance of ſuch Accompt , been found due; yet n 
Conteſt (that | ever yet heard of) happen'd between tha p 
Mr. Horgan, and Sit Fohn Williams, in their Life-time. Bu 0: 
let any Man tell me how it can be probable, or inde} a 
poſſible, that Mrs. Morgan ſhould have ſent ſuch a Letta 8e 
as that above-written, to Sir John Williams about his Fu [- 
ntiure, in caſe her Husband had dy d in Sir John's Debt tt 
=o F A - 


or that ſhe'd ever heard it ſuggeſted, ſurmis d, or pre- 
tended he ſo did? However, ſhe was (about October 1705) 
ſerv'd with a Proceſs of Subpena, to appear in a Court of 
Equity about this Matter, at your and my Suit. Where- 
upon, ſhe ſent an Attorney to me, who thew'd me ſome 
Letters wherein e Williams had (as Mrs. Morgan, by 
her above-written Letter, had told me, and which Letter, 
believe, was penn'd by her Attorney, for it was not of her 
own Hand- Writing) not long before he dy d, promis'd 
to redeem his ſaid Furniture, &c. and endeavour'd to con- 
vince me, that nothing was due from Mr. Morgan to Sir 
John Williams, at the Time of his Death; and what he 
laid, added to what was contain'd in ſome Accompts I 
found amongſt Sir John's Papers, and which I can't at pre- 
{ent happen of, ſo far ſatisfy'd me in the Matter, as that -I 
never proceeded to file 4 Bill in this Cauſe. So that I ſee 
not how this Clauſe of Sir John Williams's Will is, any 
more than thoſe before remark d on, compatible with Senſe 
and Honeſty, or, indeed, with either of them. 

Will.] Jem, I give and bequeath a Thouſand Pounds, if 
die worth ſo Ls unto the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, and 
her Daughter Elizabeth Williams e So chat the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams is to have no Benefit, nor Share, in the aforeſaid 
Hereditaments, Lands, and Tenements, Goods, and Chat- 
tels, but the Reſt to be divided among her, and her other Child 
or Children born within Six Months next after the Day of the 
Date hereof. 

Remark.) The Expreſſions of which this Clauſe of the Will 
is made up, are no leſs incoherent, than thoſe of all the 
beforegoing Parts thereof; for where tis in this Clauſe 
ſaid But the Reit to be divided among her, and her other 
Child or Children, Cc. altho Sir John undoubtedly meant 
on and your other Child or Children, Cc. yet was 
a Man to purſue the Grammatical Conſtruction of the Words, 
as they are expreſs d, the Word [her] in the ſaid Ex- 
preſſion—— But the Reſt to be divided among her, and her 
other Child or Children, muſt relate to Elizabeth Williams ; 


and what then ( I pray you ) will become of the 


Senſe of the latter part of this Clauſe. Beſides, the Word 
L ſeems here very improperly us d. But Ill leave 
the Words and Expreſſions, and conſider the ag 
8 e Pecs d. 


(ay. ws 
preſs'd, or rather intended to have been __, there- 8 
e, 


: Firſt, Sir John Williams, in this Clauſe, has made a 
Deviſe of the Sum of 4 T houſand Pounds, if ( well added) he 
dy'd worth ſo much! Any Man would, (I think) from 7, 
hence, certainly imagine, that this Tefator well hop'd that, Ih 
over and above all the other Deviſes and Bequeſts, in his 
Will contain'd, heſhculd die worth One Thouſand Pounds ; Oc. 
and that alſo after all his Debts,and the neceſſary Expences 
of his Funeral, ſhould be paid oft and diſcharg'd. But 
(alas 1) the inſuing Narration of Matters of Fatt, will, I 
conceive, render it very plain, that Sir 70hn Williams could 
not, if in his Wits, entertain (at the Time of making his 
ſaid Will) any ſuch Hopes or Imaginations, viz. I have 
a Paper now in my Hands, intitl'd, on its outſide —— 
A general Acount of Sir John Williams's Debts in 1689 
and on its inſide (which was, I believe, all written by Sir 
Jahn Williams himſelf) it begins thus, viz. e 
. 23d Sber, 1689. 
Money due from me, „„ Re - 
To Mr. Jackſon, Mr. Adams, &c. by Mortgage 10000 oo o 
To Mr. Feche, by Mortgage: — - 2000 oo off 
To Ald. Feffryes's Executors, by Mortgage 700 oo o 
Jo my Siſter Mary — — —— 500 OO o 
And ſo he proceeds to enumerate Twenty other particu- 
tar and determinate Debts ; the Sum total of all which, to- 
gether with thoſe: above-nam'd, as I have (and I believe 
very exactly) caſt them up, is Fifteen Thouſand and Four i 
Handred Pounds. I have alſo now in my Hands another 
of Sir Fohn Williams's Papers, ſuperſcribd, An Account of 
what Money I owe to all the World, beſides the Great Debts; 
The Particulars wention'd in this Paper, (which, by his 
excluding Great Debts) ſeems to contain only thoſe that he 
accounted Sm Debts, amount (as I find them ready caſt 
up) to the Sum of Three Thouſand Three Hundred and &. 
vent) Five Pounds, beſides (ſays the Paper) Intereſt. And 
this Paper bears Date, March 27th, 1695, Sir ohn Williams's 
firſt Lady brought him a very good Fortune, (as 1 have 
heard, and do believe) that is, the ſeveral Eſtates of Enes 
Lacy, Carwent, &c. to the yearly Value of Five or Six Hun- 
dred Pounds, but ſhe was dead, ( without leaving him any 
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Child alive) and healſo marry d to the Earl of ag 8 
Site 
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Siſter (ſtill, I think, alive) before the Year 1689; and he 
had doubtleſs ſome (tho I know not what) Fortune with 
her. Some Time in King Fames the Second's Reign, Sir 
Trever Williams, his Father, was proſecuted by the then 
Dake of Beauford, in a Cauſe of Scandalum Magnatum, and 
was thereupon Fin'd Ten Thouſand Pounds; immediately 
after Which, (whether to raiſe Money to pay off that Fine, 
or (as I have heard ) to avoid paying it, I know not) he 
made over his whole Efate (of about Fifteen Hundred Pounds 
a Year, only ſo entail'd as that it could not be ſold, but 
mult deſcend to the next Heir Male) to his eldeſt Son, then 
John Williams of Pontrylas, Eſq; and put him into the Poſ- 
ſon thereof, ſubject only to his ſaid Son's allowing him 
the ſaid Sir Trever Williams, a certain Annuity during his: 
Fife; the Payment of Five Hundred Pounds apiece to four 
f his Daughters, viz. Rachel, Frances, Mary, and Blanch 
ind (alſo) of certain Sums of Money, the proper Debts of 
he ſaid Sir Treuer Williams. But all theſe Matters were 
fanſacted before the Year 1689; ſo that the above- men- 
jon'd general Accompt of his Debts, dated OF. 23, 1689, 
mounting to Fiftcen Thouſand Four Hundred Pounds, was 
raw up after his firſt Wife was dead; he marry d to his 
econd, (and laſt) and was (too) in the actual Poſſeſſion 
all that could deſcend to him from his Father, and doubt- 
s included his Father's Debts, which he had engag d to 
y oft, as alſo his Sifters Portions, which (or ſome of 
hem) are particularly mention'd therein. What Eſtates of 
s were mortgag d for the above-mention'd Ten Thouſand) 
undes, Two Thouſand Pounds, and Seven Hundred Pounds, 
know not; but I believe the Entail'd Eſtate of 123 
ult be engag d for the firſt, and that Sir Francis Child af. 
wards advanc'd Money to diſcharge that Debt, and there- 
pon had the ſame Efae (that is, Sir Johns Eſtate there- 
for Life) mortgag'd to him. However, theſe three Debts 
nd 10000 J. 2000 J. and 700 1. not being mention'd in the: 
9 Sid Accompt of Sir John Williams's Debrs,dated Marci 277 
e ys, I conceive they were the Debts which he mention d 
eg the ſuperſcrib'd Title of that Paper, by the Name of 
un. Nat Debts, not included therein, The Account of Debts: 
an) 1689, in the whole amounted to 15400 J. from whictt 
„ie three Great Debrs of 10009 J. 2000 J. and 700 l. thatisy 
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in all 12700 l. being deducted, the Remainder will be 2700 l. - 
the Sum total of Sir ohn Williams's Small Debts in October I 
1689 ; which being deducted from the Sum of 3375 l. the c 
Sum total of his Sui Debts in March 1695, the Remainder i , 
will be 675 l. which is the Sm (according to this Calcu- 5 
lation) that Sir John Williams ran behind-hand in, between | z 
the 23th of October 1689, and the 27th of March 1695, i 
amounting to ſomething more than 120 l. yearly. In or Idi 
about December 1691, his Father, Sir Trever Williams, dy d, 7 
and he (who was before John Williams, Eſq; ) now became 7. 
Sir John Williams, Baronet, but gain d Nothing (the Honour 5 
excepted ) by his ſaid Father's Death, but a Releaſement I ,.. 
from paying the Annuity (eo Hundred Pounds a Year, II th. 
think it was) he before allow'd him, or agreed ſo to have (:; 
done, (for I think I have heard, That that any more than I 5e, 
his Debts,was not very punctually paid.) Sir Fohn William, fl po 
until the Death of his Father, kept to his Chambers at I j,, 
Grays-Inn, but preſently after, became ſo 1ntangl'd with ane 
Law-Suits, and was ſo dunn d for Money, which he was ſpa 
unable to pay off and ſatisfy, as that he was oblig'd to ſe- Go 
cure himſelf from the daily Inſults of Bailiffs, to remove Wit 
into White-Fryers, then a priviledg'd Place; and in or aboutf 5,7 
Feb. 1692, he unfurniſh'd Langiby-Caftle, and, as has bee per] 
(F. 65 ) ſaid, put ſome of the Furniture into the Hands 22 
of Mr. James Morgan of Lantilio, as a Pledge for 50 I. Al con 
Parcel of Books, Damast Linnen, &c. were (alſo) put intq; 55% 
the Poſſeſſion of one Mr. John Morgan of Newport, in Paw (the 
for 109 l. and other Parcels of his Goods and Furniture wer 
put into the Poſſeſſion of other Perſons, in Pawn for othe 
Sums of Money; for his ( then ) preſent Occaſions. In o 
about November 1693, Mr. Ayres, who had marry'd $1 
John Williams's Siſter Mary, had ſo far proceeded in Law (.;. 
with him for his Wife's Portion, &c. as that he had off Ren 
tain d an Elegit againſt his Goods, &c. for the Sum of Fi Fr I, 
teen Hundred Pounds; but how much of that Money H ,..-: 
thereby came into, I know not. Thus we ſee the grea 6, % 
Difffculties Sir John Williams under-went, for want Q, 
Money, between the Year 1689, when he drew up the fir 
_ of the above-mention'd Accompts of his Debts, and ti he . 
Year 1695, when he drew up the latter of them; an] How. 
to give him a lind Lift, you, in or about the Year x69 the P 
To : preſen f 


— 


ber ter, Which, in his 


95, the Infant) your Maid Alice was hir d to be little Miſcs 
OL dry Nurſe. In or about the Year 1697, Sir John Williams's 
d, ¶ Frechold Eſtates of Emes Lacy, Carnent, &c. were fold to Mr. 
me * &c. to whom they were before mortgag'd ; and 

ir Francis Child, to whom his Entaild Eſtate of Langiby 
ent BF was mortgag d for (I think) Ten Thouſand Pounds, gain'd 
IN the Poſſeſſion of that Eſtate, in order to be ſatisfy d his 
ave aid Debt, Intereſt due thereon, and Cs of Suit, out of the 
aan Fents and Profits thereof; and for that Purpoſe, held the 
n Poſſeſſion of all Parts of that Eſtate for ſeveral Years, al- 
at lowing only Twenty Shillings a Week to Sir Fohn Williams, 
1th} and which was (for ought I know) all he had for the 


OL. preſented him with wour above-mention'd pretended Dangh- 

Vill, he calls Elizaberh Williams, be- 
the FI gotten ( fays he) on the Body of Elizabeth Pritchard, but 
der N which was, indeed, by you ( the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard) 
cu Bf borrow d of a Rag- Fair Botcher, and then (your Ladythip's 
een ¶ Breaſts being no more able to afford Mili, than your Womb 


CY \ 


Vas ſpace of ſo many Years as Sir Francis Child held the Poſ- # 


ſe· con of all that Eſtate, to ſupport Himſelf, the Lady his 


ove Wife, You, your pretended Daughter and her Nurſe, a Maid- 


oury Servant, and a Footman ! And he was all that Time too 
cen perplex d with Lam-Suits, but ſcreen'd himfelf from Ar- 
nds reſts, by continuing in White-Fryers as long as that Place 

AF continu'd to be a Place of Security; after which, he took 
ne Ao, (or Lodgings) in Surry-Street, at the Houſe of the 
i (then) Head-Bailiff of the Liberty of the Datchy of Lan- 
erg cer, whereby he (being always that Bailiff s Priſoner) was 
be al:ogether as ſafe from Arreſ?s at his Houſe, ( whither none 
| OF other Officer could have Accelsto arreſt him) as he had been 
Sil before in White-Fryers; and thoſe Rooms he kept the Poſ- 
au ſemon of until very near the Time of his Death, at the 
Rent (I think) of Ten Pounds a Year. By the Sale of 

dir Fohn Williams's ſaid Freehold Eſtates, and Sir Francis Child's 

receiving the Rents and Profits of Langiby Eſtate, his ſaid 
eg Great Debts, amounting to 12700 l. became diſcharg'd, or 
a very near ſo ; for it was to the laſt uncertain whether Sir 
'F Francis Child was fully paid off, or not; Sir Francis pretended 
i he was not fully paid; Sir John that he was over paid: 
However, Sir John had, ſome Years before he dy*d,regain'd 
ke Poſſeſſion of ſome Parts of 2 and ſome o- 


ther 


p_ e. 
ther Parts thereof, Sir Francis kept the Poſſeſſion of until 
Sir John's Death, which entirely diſpoſſeſs'd Sir Francis 
Child of every Part of Langiby-Eſtate, and put an End to the 
ancery-Suits then depending between Sir John Williams 
and him, relating thereto. Thus we ſee what became of 
the Great Debts ; but as to the Small Debts, ſaid, in the 
ſaid Account taken thereof in March 1695, to have amount- 
ed to the Sum of 3375 J. I do believe, That all, or, at 
leaſt, the greateſt Part of them, remain'd due and owing at 
the Time of Sir John Williams's Death. And I thus be- 
lieve, becauſe , ft, I actually know that many of the 
Debts mention d in that Account, were not paid off and 
diſcharg d by Sir Jon Williams in his Life-time. Secondh, 
becauſe Sir Johns Occaſions for Money, were, at the Time 
that Account was drawn up, and ever after until his 
Death, ſo very preſſing, as that I can't conceive he could 
(if he would have ſo done) ſpare any to diſcharge Debts, 
' Thirdly, becauſe he (as I have heard, and believe) for ſome 
Time before that Account was made up, until the Time of 
his Death, always lur#d in ſome Place of Security, unleſs 
when he was a Member of Parliament, and ſo was ſuffi- 
ciently protected by the Priviledges of that Houſe. And in 
caſe he did (as I do not know he did ) pay off ſome of 
thoſe Debts, PONY the growing Intereſt of thoſe not paid 
off, might be at leaſt Equivalent to the Debts paid off, and 
ſo the Sum total, (till continue to be 3375 J. if not more. 1 


before obſerv'd, (p. 72 ) that between the Year 1689, and 


the Year 1695, Sir John run behind-hand about Siæ Score 
Pounds yearly, notwithſtanding, in that Time, he was poſ- 
ſeſs d of his Eſtate, and Sold off part of his Furniture, and 
Paun d other Parts thereof, (which, by the way, he never 
redeem d) and we may, I preſume, . juſtly ſuppoſe that he 
could not run yearly leſs behind-hand from March the 
27th in the ſaid Year 1695, until his Death, which hap- 
pen'd about Nine Years and an half after; in which Time, 
after the above-mention'd Proporiton, he would be run be- 
hind-hand about 1140 f. which being added to the Sum of 
3375 l. that his Small Delts in the Year 1695, amounted 
unto, makes 4515 /. for the Sum of his S (or, if you will, 
all his) Debts at the Time of his Death. And altho' this 
is only a Conjecture, yet I concave tis a very * 

on- 


on} 
ery 
n th 
npa1 
1 car 
onſi 
AS 
F by: 
Ng 
ouſt 

ent 
Ws & 
50 
r Fol 
add 
140 / 
vert 
ove, 
gil 
any 
"nd 
y, 1 
"(IF 
nere 


Wong 
Wor 
4 


30 


: „ | 
(Conjecture ; For, for the Reaſons above-mention d, tis 
ery probable, That the Sum of 3375 J. due in Small Debts 
„n the Year 1695, remain'd (or moſt of them) due, and 
offÞ6opa1d off, at the Time of Sir Fohn's Death; and after the 
ne Near 1695, a great many New Debts, and ſome of them 
t- onſiderable Ones, were (I am certain) by Sir John Hil- 
then contracted, and left due and unſatisfy d at the Time 
at his Death, viz. about Twenty Pounds to Alice for Nur- 
e- Dag your Sham-Davughter, which ſhe has threaten'd to ſue 
ehe for; 238 J. to the Bailiff, and his Widow, at whoſe 
ad Houſe he lodg d, in Surry-Street ; the Debt of One Hundred 
„ Vent) and fix Pounds that Mr. Morgan is now ſuing me 
nel; and, in ſhort, I verily believe the Debts I have been 
nis form d of (which perhaps were not One in Five) that 
a 7% Williams contracted ſince the Year 1693, would, 
ts Hadded together, amount to a greater Sum than that of 
meg J. in which tis mention d above as probable he may 
olle run behind-hand ſince that Year. And altho' I ſaid 
efÞove, That he had regain d the Poſſeſſzon of ſome parts of 
ff. Ng Eftare, ſome Years before he dy d, yet I know not 
inlany Debts he after that diſcharg d; all his above-men- 
ok bud Furniture, and other Goods, ſtill contfnu'd in Pann; 
aid /, ſome, both of his and your own Coat hs and Linnen, 
nd re, at his Death, in Paun; tlie Goods he had at Barn-Elms, 
I ere he and you had ſometimes lodg'd, were there en- 
nd d for more than they were worth, Amongſt the Goods 
ore iedeem'd (p. 52) from Standfaſt, for about gl. and 
0. N again for about 81. was a Parcel of almoſt new Penter, 
nd Itthe Penterer was never paid for it, and therefore threa- 
ver d to ſue me for his Money; amongſt the fame 
- he alſo, was a Bed, which One Aun Row of Weſtminſter, 
theſſo had (it ſeems) paſs'd ber Word you (hould Redeem = 
ap- Te oaths you'd put to Pawn,(how long before 1 marry d 
me. I 1 know not) claim d a Right to, and thereupon ſent 
be-ſÞ the following Letter. | 
0 
: Madam, | | 3 
all, Yonder you take no Care to pay the Ten Pounds you had on 
this urn Cloaths. I paſs my Word for your Redeeming them; 
nal} Fave your Note, which J intend to put into Suit, and to 
on- It your Husband. As for the 3 Jony lent 3 
i 4 : Sir 


a. 


* : ( 76 ) | 
Sir John; it belong'd to | 
bought it : Diſpoſe of it at your Peril; for I expect it. Send to 
me with all the Expeditiin that may be, or 1 will arreſt you 
Husband. Pray do not fail Ig 
| DAS Your diſſatisfy'd Friend, 
Aug. 9. 1705. 3 
3 ANN ROW. 
To Butchers, Poulterers, &c. many Bills were due from Sit 
Ky Williams,at the Time of his Death. And altho' bot 
he and you had Nem Choaths juſt before his and your going 
into Wales,in September 1704, yet neither his nor yours were 
paid for, but a Serjeant was ſent to me for the Money, ſin 
my having marry'd you. Nay, towards defraying the 
Charges of that his laſt Welſþ Forney, I verily believe, Sir Foh 
Williams had not One Penny of Money, (Comparatively ſpeak 
ing) but what he borrow'd ; Fifteen Pounds a Porter lent hi 
juſt as he was ſetting out of Town, and has alſo dunn 
me for it. So that J conceive the ſeveral Sams of Money, i 
which Sir John Williams dy d indebted, can't well be con 
ceiv d to amount to any leſs Sum in the whole, than be 
tween Five and Six Thouſand Pounds. And altho' I labour 
all 1 could to diſcover his Afets, yet all that I ever heart 
of, could the ſame have been (as they could not) reco 
ver'd, would not ( unleſs the Money paid me by Stephe 
_ ought to be reckon'd his Aſets ) have amounted to na 
the Sum of One Hundred Pounds ; which yet would no 
have been above Six Pence in the Pound amongſt all his Cre 
ditors, But (it now comes into my Remembrance) & 
Fohn Williams, over and above all the Sum and Sums e 
Money before-mention'd. took up the Sumof Two Thouſan 
Pounds on the Security of ſome Part of Langiby Eftate, an 
procur d his Brother Hopton (now Sir Hopton) to join wit 
bim in the Mortgage-Deed, which neceſlitated the ſaid 5 
Hopton Williams to diſcharge that Debt himſelf ſince h 


Brother Sir 7% Villiams's Death. So that I believe 


Zobn IVilliams was more than Eight (for ought I know Ten 
Thouſand Pounds in Debt, at the Time of his Death; ai 
if ſo, the ſaid Sum of Five Hundred and Forty Five Poun 
Stephens paid me, would not (as I faid before) bring all | 
Creditors in Eighteen Pence in the Pound for their reſpecli 


Debt 


none of the other Things, for you know l 


(77) 2 
10 I Debts, in cafe it were to be proport ĩonably divided 
nd ul them. All theſe Matters conſider d, is it poſſible 4y "Wd, 
Ju Milliams could be well in his Wits, when (over and abo 
all other Bequz/fs ) he devis'd to you 4 Thouſand Pounds? 
d, Another Remart I think fit to make on this Clayſe of 
the Will, viz. That Sir John Williams devis'd this Sum of 4 
Thouſand Pounds to be divided between you and your 
Daughter Elizabeth Williams, and your other Child or Chil-, 
dren to be born within Six Months after the Date of the 
Will If you ſhould have had Two Children at that expect- 
ine} cd Birth, there would have been the Sum of 259.1. apiece 
for you and each of your Children; if but one Child, 
chen 333 l. 6 5. 8 d, for each of you; and in caſe you 
ſbould have miſcarry'd of the Child or Children you were 
then (as he thought ). pregnant with, or that it (or they) 
ſhould happen not long to ſurvive the Birth, then here 
hin would be Five Hundred Pounds for your Daughter Elizabeth 
"= Williams, as well as the like Sum of Money for your. ſelf, 
i beſides what ſhe, your ſaid Daxgther, was to have by means 
of the Indenture bearing Date (as has been ſaid ) between 
Richard Lord Belamont and your Teſfatur; how then could Sir 
John Walliams, if in his Senſes, ſay, in another Clauſe of his 
Will, (as we have, p. 62, feen) that for this Elizabeth Hil- 
-off liams (his Daughter) he had verily made no Proviſion, and 
en beg his Lady to beſtow on her Fifty Pounds a Year ? What, 
ne a double Provifion, and yet no Proviſion at all? Would a 
no dying Man, whilſt in his Senſes, thus contradict himſclf 
Cr in the ſeveral Deviſes of his Will? Certainly: no. 1 
Will.] lem, My Will and Bequeſt is, That my Siſter 
Morgan and her Children ſhall be within the Care and Be- 
ſan aqueſe of this Will, if it will reach to it, or as far as it will. 
an Remarks.) In the fo often mention'd Schedule (or Ac- 
wit compt) of Sir John Williams's Debts, drawn up in March 
1695, there is a Debt of One Hundred Pounds mention'd 
e as (then) owing to his Siſter Morgan, to whom (1 believe) 
e I there: never was ſo much as One Shilling of that Debt (or 
en the Intereſt thereon due ) paid by Sir John Williams, (or by 
an his Order) in his Life-Time, altho' he knew that Sitter of 
nf his was reduc'd to ſo low a Condition, as that her Daugh- 
| by ters went to Service, and were glad (as well as the meaneſt 
gui of the People) to labour hard at any kind of Work _ 


E (78) 
by Maid-Scrvants, for their Bread, and for wherewith to 

cover their Nakedneſſes ! Had Sir Fohn Williams therefore 
been right in his Senſes, when he made his Will, could he 
have poſtpon'd the Conſideration of this his Siſfer and her 
Children, until he ſhould have beſtow'd T kree and T wenty Hun- 
dred Pounds (and other Bequeſts) on Mrs. Elixabeth Prit- 
chard, and her (and his ) Daughter ( as he thought ) Eli- 


zabeth Williams ? And that even then he ſhould only deſire 


that this [ns Siſter Morgan, and her Children, (ſhould be 
within the CARE and BEQUEST of his WILL, 
if it will reach to it, or as far as it will? —Which is in- 
deed a very odd ſort of a Bequeſ? : However, Mrs. Morgan 
will not have much Cauſe to regret its not having been 
better worded, when (he ſhall be inform'd ( if ſhe has not 
already fo been) That towards the paying off, and diſ- 
charging all Sir John Williams's Debts, the Expences of his 
Funeral, your Thouſand-Pound-Legacy, 8c. the Inventory of 
all he dy d poſſeſs d of, amounted (as you have given in on 
Oath) to only SEV EN Pounds, EIGHT E EN Shillings, 
and FOUR Pence] and to no greater or other Sum of 
Money. And that neither I nor you have been able to 
d1ſcover and poſſeſs our ſelves of any other of his Aſſets or 
Effects, than as has been already herein {ſet forth. * 


Will.] Laſth, my Will and Pleaſure is, That Mrs. Eli- 


zabeth Pritchard (hall be Sole Executriæ of this my It Will 
and Teſfament. In Witneſs whereof, &c. | 
Remarks.) I have (I confeſs ) a vehement Suſpicion, 
That this laſt (laaſe, and, indeed, almoſt every other Clauſe 
in the Will contain d, was more conformable to the WILL 
and PLEASURE of the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, than 


to that of the ſaid Sir Fohn Williams; to the End that, Youth - 


and Beauty, her former Atractives, (then) beginning to 
decay, ſhe might have ſtill a SHEW of SO MET HING 


whereby to allure ſome other Man to ſupply Sir ohn Mil- 


liams's Place, (tho' in a more reputable manner) when he 
ſhould be dead and gone! And if ſo, having ſucceeded in 
your De/jgn, tis ſtrange you could not be contented, and 
comport your ſelf towards the Man you'd hook'd in, after 
iuch a manner as it was your Duty and Intereſt to have 
done! 


My profeſs d Aim in theſe Remarks, was, to ſhew, That 
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tis Rational to ſuppoſe Sir John Williams either intended 
his Will ſhould be made uſe of by you, after his Death, to 
impoſe on. ſome Perſon not acquainted with his Circum- 
ſtances, or that he was non compos mentis when he made it, 
and ſo comply d to have whatever you ſuggeſted to him, 


E inſerted therein; and I flatter my ſelf, that whoſoever ſhall 


read over his Will, and theſe my Curſory Remarks thereon, 
will readily allow, That, in caſe he was in his Senſes, he 
muſt intend it for a Cheat, becauſe he muſt know, he 
ſhould not leave wherewith to pay off his Debts, much leſs 
to ſatisfy the ſeveral Deviſes and Bequeſts in his Will con- 
taind : And if he was non compos mentis When he made it, 
I may, I conceive, without any Breach of Charity, pre- 
ſume you were the principal Contriver of it: Firſt, becauſe 
it is made almoſt wholly in your Favour. Secondly, becauſe 
you have own'd to me, That had you thought an abſolute 
Deviſe of the Reverſion of Kavenhila-Eſtate, would have been 
(as I have ſometimes told you I thought it would have been) 
more for your Intereſt than a Charge of Seven Hundred 
Pounds thereon, you could have had it ſo. Thirdly, be- 
auſe you told me the Child therein-mention'd, by the 
Name of Elizabeth Williams, and which, as has been ſaid, 
Sir John Williams ſuppos d had been his own Daughter, was 
ropos'd (in your Stead ) to have been Sir John Williams's 
xecutrix, but that you (and thereupon Sir John himſelf) 
pposd it. Foarthly, the Uſe you have made of Sir John 
illiams's Will, in pretending your ſelf 4 Fortune, on the 
Account of the Bequeſts therein contain d; which you (as 
ill more plainly appear by and by) muſt know, neither 
ou, nor any Man who ſhould marry you, could ever poſ- 


ess and enjoy; This Matter, I fay, gives me, I think, juſt 


auſe to 1magine, that you watch'd ( and took ) your Op- 
ortunity of prevailing on Sir John Wilkams to oblige you 
ith a Will, with ſuch Bequeſts therein contain'd as you 
uggeſted to him would be molt to your Good Liking and 
dvantage ; abating that, in ſpight of what you could 
o, he made therein Mention of his (ſuppos d) Daugh- 
r, which he (to your Shame) even doated upon, oftner 

an you (I believe) deſir'd he ſhould have done. 
6. 19. If you be ſuch a Moman as I, in ſome Parts of 
is Letter, have repreſented you, how is it poſſible, — 
| | | | Some 


(Vo 0 
Some ſay, That Sir John Williams, whether marry'd to you It 
or not, thould live with you, as I have own'd he did, a- 
bout Eighteen Tears? The following Conſiderations, and 
Matters of Fact, ma), I conceive, be deem'd an effectual A.. 
fwer to that Queſtion; Firſt, when you became acquaintel 
with Sir John Williams, you were but about Twenty Fog 
Years of Age; and conſequently your Perſon was then 
(in all Probability) as agreeable (or rather, to an Iam. 
rato, as infatuating) as Youth and all the Arts of a Deſign. Ii 
ing Mom an could render it; and as you never wanted Wj 
(tho' always, I think, both Grace and Prudence to make 2 7 
good Uſe ont) ſo you then (I make no doubt) daily em- ou 
ploy d it in Endeavours ſtill more and more to entangle Mun 
John Williams's Affections, and to engage him by all man Jan) 
ner of Endearments, Affability, Ocfequiouſneſe, and Shes oon. 
Love and Affection, to become entirely devoted to you 
Intereſt, and to wholly abandon his Lady, for the ſake Box 
your Converſation : And if the Caſe was thus, (as I belienhou 
it was) you but too well (it ſeems) ſucceeded in your D&hou1 
figns. Secondly, by what Means ſoever you at firlt ingriis ; 
tiated your ſelf into Sir Fohn's Favour and Efteem, tifome 
(J think) probable, That you, even at your firſt Acquainhuai 
tance with lim, were very treacherous to him; impos Pelie 
on lim, and candy kept other Men Companſhyell 
or, at lcaſt, gave him juſt Cauſe to ſurmize you ſo didfþain' 
as ſeems to me apparent from the following Particu we 
Jars, told me by your ſelf; Fir/?, Soon after the pretendeſpf yo 
Prince of Wales was born, (which was about two Vea 
after you and Sir John became acquainted ) Sir John Wilalt - 
liams having ſome Buſineſs either at Hampton-Court dfftheſe 
Windſor, (J have forgot which) where the Court then waſſhave 
when he came there, he there found (you) his belov'd- Elihvil x 
Pritchard, in Company with another Man of Quality, wil Nun dal 
whom you'd been to ſec the pretended Young Prince; thi Fift 
| (s you {aid ) Sir Fohz reſented, and Reprimanded you faſſome 
| Secondly, Another Time, he being inform'd you were confþeced 
cern d in a Private Amur, and that you and your Spaſftherea] 
us d to meet at a certain Tavern, and would, at ſuch preten 
Time, aſſuredly be there with him, Sir John put himſcprodu 
(you ſaid) into a Porter's Habit, and therein attended (Ancapa 
the Time he was told you and your Spark were to meet Aan a 


9 
you ht that Tavern, in order to have ſurpriz d you; but neither 
» a. Nou nor your Spark appearing according to his Expecta- 
and ion, he told you what Information he'd had, what he'd 
A. bereupon done, and took you with him to that Tavern, 
ted ho fee whether any of the Drawers there knew you; which 
Four hey profeſſing (truly or not, who knows ) they did not; 
hen nd you aſſerting your Innocency, Sir John preſuming his 
nformer (one, I think, of your aids) had impos'd on 
u- im, in order to prejudice you, disbeliev'd the Story, and 
Witfkontinu'd in Friendſbip with you. 
Ke aff Thirdly, , Your before-mention'd BUM, Tom Brooker, 
em. ou told me, Sir Fohn was ſo jealous of, that he'd not in- 
lure the fight of him, nor allow you to come in his Com- 
any. Fourthly, One Time (you ſaid) he was ſo fully 
Fonvinc'd (as he thought) of your being concern'd in a 
riminal Intrigue, as that he left a Letter on your Dreſſing- 
e Box, aſſuring you he'd never more be concern'd with 
F$Fou : However, you found Means (you ſaid ) to clear up 
Hour Innocency to his full Satisfaftion; and to continu'd in 
grifhis Favour. And many other Times (as you told me) 
Wome or other of Six Fohn Williams's Relations and Ac- 
quaintances did, by thoſe Days, attempt to make him 
Wchieve #11 Things of you, but you was always able ſo 
rell to vindicate your ſelf, as that they, not you, thereby 
zain'd his Diſpleaſure. And at length (you ſaid) he was 
o well ſatisfy d (in ſpight of what your Enemies could do) 
f your Vertue and Fidelity, as that hed cry, Beſſy, Befſy, 
$104 art certainly One of the Beſt of Women ; and let who will 
alk againſt} thee, I'll never mind what they ſay ! Relations of 
heſe Matters you certainly entertain'd me with, in order to 


ave brought me into the like Srate of Disbelief of whatever 
Zivil Reports I ſhould hear of and concerning You and your 
VIo:dul?, that Sir Fohn Williams was arriv d at. 


Fifthly, Wben you had liv'd with Sir ohn Williams 
Wome Tears, and had been ( as has been ſaid) often ſuf- 
Wcacd of Infidelity towards him, you in the Tear 1692, or 
hereabouts, (Sir John Williams being then, I think, in Wales) 
pretended your ſelf with Child, made a Shew of Hing-Inn, 
n{Fproduc'd a Famale Infant, which ( tho' you being, it ſeems, 
(Incapable of bearing à Child, had borrow'd it of a Rag-Fair 
et Man and his Wife, yet) Sir John Il illiam, and = = 


SH AM (or, if you chuſe it rather, the IM POST URE) 


believe) he determin'd to convince you, that he repos d 


4 
World beſides, was to believe to have been born of your 
Body, and begotten by Sir John Williams himſelf. The 


took to your Heart's Content; for Sir Fohn Williams made 
no Scruple to own the Child, and to call it by his own 
( Sir-)-Name ; and became ſtill the more fond of you, for 
the fake of it. So that doubtleſs he would have been more 
angry with any Perſon who ſhould have ſuggeſted that it 
was (as in Truth it was) an Inpoſtor, than he had before 
becn with thoſe who had ſuggeſted your Infidelity towards 
him, without being able to make any direct Proof thereof. 
This Ing oſture you carry d on for about a Dozen Years, and 
permitted Sir Fokn Williams to depart the World without 
his ever having been diſabus d in the Matter. Now, fſuchon« 
an IMPO STI UR E as this was, requiring a Mind 
thorough - pac d in Wickedneſs to contrive it, and the Confidence 
of an harden d SINNER, ( or, as the Seſſons- Papers uſu · I, ſay 
ally expreſs it, an Old Offender) to put it into Execution Iten 
it makes me vehemently ſuſpect you were really Guilty of ine 
moſt (if not of all) the il Things before that laid to your 
Charge; altho the Perſons accuſing you, not making Proc 
thereof, Sir John Williams, by Means of your Artifices, was 
perſwaded to disbelieve them. 6:hly, You having defeated , 
your Enemies in continuing in the Favour of Sir John Mil. 
liams, notwithſtanding the Informations they d given him off; 
your having (as they pretended, and as I believe the 
Truth was) too much Familiarity with ſome other Man (off 
Mew ; ) and having ſtill farther indear d your ſelf to him, 
by having born him 4 young Daughter, (as you'd made him 


an intire Cinfidence in your Fidelity, and that he deem d 
you worthy of being well provided for; and thereupon, by 
a certain INDENTURE made (or mention'd to be 
made) the 5% Day of Auguſt, Anno Dom. 1693, and in the 
Sth Tear of the Reign of our (then) Sovereign Lord & Lady 
William d Mary, Ly the Grace of God (then) King ard 
Qucen of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defer i 
ders of the Faith, Cc. between Sir John Williams (then ) of ens 
Lanęiby Caſtle in the County of Monmouth, Baronet, of th . 
One Part, and Elizabeth Pritchard (then) of the Pariſh oed 
St, Andrews Holborn, in the County of Middleſex, Spinſter, # ans 
, h | | | the 


| (83) 
our % Other Part, it was Witneſſed, That the ſaid Sir John 
The illiams, for the Conſideration therein- mention d, had grant- 
E) 1, bargain d, Sold and Demiſed unto the ſaid Elizabeih Prit- 
ade hard, her Executors, Adminiftrators and Aſſigns, certain 
Mn pieces and Parcels of Meadow Ground therein mention d, To 
forhive and to hold the fame for and during the Term of the 
ore ura Life of the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, ( if the ſaid Sir 
Uohn Williams ſhoxld ſo long live ; ) Yeilding and paying 
lere fore yearly and every Year, during the ſaid Term, unto the 
rds Sir gun Williams, or his Aſſigns, the yearly Rent of One 
eof. Pepper Corn, on the Birth Day of our Lord God yearly, if 
ande ſame ſhould be lawfully demanded. And the ſaid Sir John 
Outwilliams, for himſe!f, his Executors, Ad minittrators, and A f- 
gns, did thereby Covenant, promiſe, grant, and agree to and 
with the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, Her Executors, Admini- 
rators, and Aſſigns, in Manner and Form following ; that is 
%, Thar the ſaid Sir John Williams Jad not at any Time 
then) before made, done, or committed, nor would not at any 
lime (then) hereafter make, do, or commit any Act, Matter, 
r Thing whatſoever, whereby, or wherewith the Premiſes there- 
mention d to be granted, or demiſed, or any part thereof, 
Vruld or might he impeach'd or incumber d during the natura 


ea ie of the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, (if he the ſaid Sir John 

Williams /hoald ſo long live) in, by, or with any manner of 
ſitle, Charge, Eſtate, or otherwiſe howſoever e And farther, 
tat it ſhould and might be lawful to and for the ſaid Eliza- 


Parcels of Meadom-Ground, and all other the Premiſes therein- 
wention'd to be thereby demis'd, granted, largain d, and ſold, 
md every Part and Parcel thereof, with the Appurtenances, to en- 
, and thenceforth peaceably and quictly ro Fold and enjoy 
e Rents, Iſſues, and Profits thereof, and to Receive and Take 
ber own Uſe, for and during the Term of the Natural Life of 
e ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, (if he the ſaid Sir John Wil- 
Dams ſhould ſo long live) without any lamſul Lett, Suit, Trouble 
nterruption, Recovery, or Eviction, of or by the ſai 
„ John Williams, hi Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Af 
ens, or any other Perſon, or Perſons lawfully claiming, or to 
WO Flaim, by, from, or under him, them, or any of them; AND 
red and diſcharg'd, or otherwiſe by the ſaid Sir John Wil- 
„ams, bis Executors, Adminiſtrators, er Aſſigns, ſufficiently 
11: os ſav d 


2 


eth Pritchard, or her Aſſigns, into the ſaid ſeveral Pieces and 


[ts ras. - * A 


_ CIO — — : — RE="Des, — 


1 
| 
4 
þ 
B 
+ 
| 
1 
7 


(84) 85 
Javd harmleſs, and kept indemnify'd of and from all and al 
manner of formen and other Bargains, Sales, Gifts, Grants, 
Leaſes, Mortgages, Eftatcs. Utes, Wills, Jointures, Dower, 
and Titles of Dower, Annuities, Rents, Charges, and Ar. 
rearages of Rent, Iſſues, Fines, Amerceme ts, Statutes, Re. 
cognizances, Judgments, Extents, Executions, and of and 
from other Charges, Eſtates, Titles, Troubles, and In- 
cumbrances whatſoever (then) kad, made, committed, done, 9 
ſuffer d by the ſaid Sir John Williams, h# Executors, Ad- 
miniſtrators, or Aſſigns, or any Perſon or Perſons lamfulh 
claiming, or to claim, by, from, or under him, them, or any“ 
them. And laſtly, that he the ſaid Sir John Williams, and 
all other Perſon and Perſons, any Eſtate having or lanfully 
claiming of, into, or out of the ſaid Premiſes, or any Part there 


of, ſhould, and would, at the Requeſt, Coſts, and Charges in the 


Law of the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, or her Aſſigns, make 
and db, all and every ſuch farther, and other Act and Acts, Thing 
and Things, Conveyances, and Aſſurance in the Law whatſoever, 
as well for the corrobirating, ſtrengthening, and confirming o th 

y / 


Term and Eſtate, of and in the Premiſes thereby grante 


mention d to be granted, and demiſsd for, and during the Term 
of the Natural Life of the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard (if the ſaid 
Sir John Williams /hould ſo long live) as by the ſaid Elizabeth 
Pritchard, or her Aſſigns, er by her or their Councel learnel 
in the Law, ſhiuid be reaſonably Deviſed, Adviſed, and Re 
quir d. In Witneſs, Cc. And by another Indenture made (ot 
mention d to he made) the 7th Day of Auguſt, Anno Dom 
1693. and in the 5th Year of the Reign of our (then) Sovereig 
Lord and Lady, Wiliiam and Mary, by the Grace of God 
King and Queen of England, Scotland, France, and Ire 
land, Defenders of the Faith, &c. Between Elizabeth Prit 
chard (then) of the Pariſh of St. Andrews Holborn in th: 


County of Midilcicx. Spinſter of the One Part ; and Sir Job 


Williams (ben) of Langiby Caſtle in the County of Mon 
mouth, Baronet, of the other Part, it was witneſſed, Tha 
ere ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, for and in Conſideration of th 
ear) Rent, Convenants, and Agreements therein mention 
and contain d, on the Part, and Behalf of the ſaid Sir Joh 
Williams, his Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, . 
be paid, kept, done, and perfonm d; and for divers other good 
Cauſes, and valucble Conſiderations, her phe ſaid Elizabet 


Pn 
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Pritchard thereunto eſpecially moving, had demisd, granted, 
and to Farm letten, unto the ſaid Sir John Williams,hisExecutors, 
Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, certain Pieces and Parcels of Medow- 
Gromds therein mention d, [being the ſame mention d in the 
above- mention d Indenture] to have and to hold the ſame 


during the Term of the Natural Life of the ſatd Sir John Wil- 


n- hams, (if the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard ſhould ſo long live ; ) 


yielding and paying therefore yearly, and every Year, daring 
the ſaid Term, unto the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, or her 
Aſſigns, at or in the Middle-Temple-Hall, London, the 
early Rent of One Hundred Pounds of lawful Money of 
England, without making any Dedubtion or Abatement 
out of the ſame, or any Part thereof, for any Taxes, Charges, 
or Aſſeſſments e charg d by King and Parliament, 


c otherwiſe, at the two uſual Feaſts or Terms of the Near; 


that is to ſay, the Feaſts of the Annunciation of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, and St. Michael the Archangel, by even and 


equal Portions, And that in Caſe it ſhould happen that the 


ſaid yearly Rent of One Hundred Pounds, or any 
Part thereof, ſhould be behind and unpaid, in Part, or in the 
Whole, by the Space of Forty Days over, or after either 
of the ſaid Feaſts, or Days of Payment, on wiich the ſame 
aug ht to be paid, (being lawfully demanded) at the ſaid demis d 
Premiſes: That then, and from thenceforth it ſhould and might 
be lawful to and for the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, or her 
Aſſigns, to enter and come into and upon the ſaid demis d 
Premiſes, or any part thereof; and to Receive the Profits 
thereof, for and during, and until the ſaid yearly Rent o 
One Hundred Pounds, and the Arrears thereof, fhould be fully 
receiv'd, paid, and ſaticſy d to the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard and 
her Aſſigns. And the ſaid Sir John Williams, for himſelf 
and his Aſſigns, did thereby covenant, promiſe, grant, and agree 


to and with the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, and her Aſſigns, 


that he the ſaid Sir you Williams and his Aſſigns ſhould 
and would well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid, unto the ſaid 
Ehzabeth Pritchard xe her Aſſigns, the ſaid yearly Rent of 
One Hundred Pounds, in Manner and Form 8 accord 
ing to the true Intent and Meaning of the ſaid Indenture, 
without making any Deduction or Abatement owt of the 
ſame, or any part thereof, for any Taxes, Charges, er Aſſeſſ- 
ments whatſoever, charg d by King and Parliament, or _ 
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wiſe. And laſtly, the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, for herſelf 
and her Aſſigns, did thereby covenant, promiſe, grant, and 
agree to and with the ſaid quo Williams 4nd his Aſſigns, 
that he the ſaid Sir John Willams and his Aſſigns, paying 
the ſaid yearly Rent of One Hundred Pounds clear of and 
from all Taxes whatſoever, on the ſeveral Days and Times, and 
in Manner and Form aforeſaid, according to the Tntent and 
true Meaning of the Reſervation thereof in the ſaid Inden- 
ture mention d, ſhould and might peaceably and quietly have, 
hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy the ſail everal Pieces and Parcels of 
Medom- Ground, and all and ſingular other the Premiles thereby 
derisd, and every Part and Parcel thereof, with their and every 
of their Appurtenances, for and during the Term of the Natural 
Life of the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard, (if the ſaid en 
Williams ſhould ſo long live) without the Lett, Suit, Tron- 
ble, or Moleſtation, Diſturbance, or Interruption of or by 
the ſaid Elizabeth Pritchard or her Aſſigns, or of or by any 
other Perſon or Perſons lawfully claiming, or to claim, by or 
under her, them, or any of them. In Witneſs, Cc. 5 
W bo (now) can conceive, That in Caſe you'd been 
Innocent in Relation to all the Criminal Converſations 
with other Men, you were before ſuggeſted to have been 
guilty of, you could at once have aflum'd the Confidence 
and Diſhoneſty of thus fobbing a Child on Sir Fohn Williams; 
and thereupon of deluding him into the above-mention'd 
Security for allowing you One Hundred Pounds a Year during 
your Life, in Caſe Sir John Williams ſhould ſo long have 
lived? And from the Payment of which, even a Suit in 
Chancery would not (I believe) have releas'd him, unleſs 
he could (and would) have detected the Impoſture. In 
which Caſe, tis indeed probable the ſaid Security might 
have been ſet aſide by the Decretal Order of that Court; 
and you, on his Application to proper Perſons for Juſtice, 
have been order d to Bridewel, there to have receiv'd the due 
Reward of your Demerits. But ſeeing it happen d other- 
wiſe, I would willingly know what can (either by your 
ſelf, or any of your Accomplices and Confederates) be 
offer d in Extenuation of your Crime, in having ſo notori- 
ouſly impos d on a Gentleman that then maintain'd you, 
and to whom you now Pretend you was marry'd, and 
at a Time (too.) when be was, as has been (p.70) * 
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about 15000 Pounds in Debt; and that, as I believe, to 
your own Knowledge, at leaſt Jam ſure, you then knew 
he was ſo much in Debt, as that he had been oblig d, 
(p. 72) not many Months before, to unfurniſh his Man ſion 
Honſe, to ſell off fome Parcels of the Furniture, and to Pawn. 
other Parcels thereof for raiſing Money himſelf and you 
to live on, and that (too) in a Place of Security, White- 
Fryars. Had Sir John Williams ever come to the Know- 
ledge of theſe Matters; his having for the Space of near 
i dozen Tears before his Death pinch'd his own Belly, ran 
himſelf ſtill farther into Debt, and ſent his very Shirts 
(as he often did) to be pawn d, to enable him to provide 
for the Suſtenance and Education of a Child that you'd 
only made him believe himſelf the Father of ; he would 
doubtleſs have thought you, who had dealt ſo treache- 
touſly and ſcandalouſly by him, merited ſome other Treat- 
ment at his Hands, than to have been made the Sole Exe- 
cmrix of his laſt Will and Teſtament. How much of the {aid 
Annuity, or whether any thereof, was ever paid to you, or 
your Uſe, I know not: But had Sir John Williams, after 
that Security was given, thought fit to have diſmiſs'd you, 
you would, I make no doubt, have inſiſted on the Pay- 
ment of every Part thereof; and on any Failure therein, 
have taken ſuch Advantage thereof as the Law would 
have authoriz d. And it may, I conceive, reaſonably be 
ſurmix d, that it was your being apprehenſive Sir John 
Williams would, at ſome Time or other, find out your 
Treachery towards him, and thereupon refuſe longer 
to cohabit with you, that put you on deſiring the before- 
mention d Security from hun for One Hundred Peunds yearly, 
under the ſpectous Preteæt of a ſuitable (ſeperate) Main- 
tenance for yourſelf and the Child you'd had (as you pre- 
tended) by him, in Caſe he ſhould, without your (Good 
Homan) deſerving any ſuch Uſage, turn you off. | 
Seventhly, Sir Fohn Williams having been wheedl'd into 
2 Belief that you was the Mother of a Child by him, and 
thereupon given you the above-mention'd Security for an 
Annuity of One hundred Pounds, made no Scruple to in- 
truſt you on any Occaſion, and to make ſuch Ule of your 
Depelidance on him as he could; whereupon you was 
frequently employ d in receiving his Rents from his Te- 
N 5 | | .nants 


(88 ) 
nants in Monmonthſhire, as well as in receiving and pay. 
ing away Money on his Accompt in London; and ſome. 
times, on his borrowing Money, you was admitted to be 
his Surety for the Re- payment of it, particularly to one 
Pladwel, in a Bond of 105 Pounds for the Payment of 
Forty Pounds, with Intereſt; which Bond, after J had been 
threaten'd to be ſud on the ſame, your Brother Wilſon 
purchas d in with my Money; and ſometimes, to prevent 

the Surprize of an Execution, Sir John Williams's Goods and 
Furniture (thoſe few he had) were made over to you ; one 
Inſtrument in Writing to that Purpoſe I have now by me, 
in the Words following, viz. EE 


KNOW all Men by theſe Preſents, That 1 Sir John Wil. 
hams of Langiby-Cäſtle, in the County of Monmouth, Bar. 
have given and granted all my Pictures, viz. two large Pictures 
of King William and Queen Mary in Painting, nine Pictures 
painted upon Glaſs, and four other Pictures painted upon Glaſs, 
all in Frames lacker'd, twenty nine Pictures of Cæſars, and o- 
ther Piftures in black Frames, all my Pewter of all forts, all 
my Linnen and Woollen Cloaths, ) Jack, Bed, Iron- 
Grate, and Pots of Braſs, and all other ſmaller Utenſils be- 
longing unto me, unto Mrs. Elizabeth Pritchard, her Execu- 
tors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, for ever, to have and ti 
hold from me, my Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, aud 
Aſſigns, for ever. In Witneſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my 
Hand this two and twentieth Day of January, in the Year of 
our Lord One thouſand ſeven hundred and two. COL 
Witneſs, John Williams. 
Wal. Cook, . 
Thomas Jones. . 

Thus tis evident, that Sir ohn Williams repos d a very 
great Confidence in you, and probably, conſidering how 
embarraſs'd his Circumſtances were, conceiv'd he could 
by no Means manage his Affairs without your Aſſiſtance; 
and thereupon would rather have difoblig'd all the Friends 
ke had in the World, than have parted with you, his (more 
truly than he thought for) dear Befſy ! But how, I pray, 
did you retaliate all Sir Fohn Wiliazz's Favours, — 
3 5 ru 
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Truſt he epos d in you? Why truly, whoſoever ſhall 
make due Enquiry, will find it was in the Manner follow- 
ing, viz. Firſt, By fobbing a Child on him for a dozen 
Years together, even until his Death. Secondly, By com- 
porting your ſelf ſo towards his Tenants, as that (as 
Eſq; Tompkins told me) they fear d you more than they did 
half the Bayliffs in the County of Monmouth. Thirdly, 
By cauſing Perfons to be arreſted, impriſon'd, &. 
in his Name, without his Knowledge, and, as you 
knew, contrary to his good Liking, and then obliging 
him, on Pain of your Diſpleaſure, to recognize what you 
had done. Fourthly, By almoſt daily ſcolding and ſwear- 
ing at him, frequently hurling Things at his Head, and 


calling him Devil, oad, Villain, Rogue, Oc. and by 


abuſing the Child you pretended was bis, by you, and 
calling it the Spawn of the Devil, &c. Fifthly, By affront- 
ing his Acquaintance, even thoſe of the Sacred Order, 
it being, I think, at Sir Fohn's laſt going into Wales, 
that a . ee waiting on him, to bid him Welcome 
into the County, that you, upon his drinking more Welſh 
Ale at Sir Johns Coſt, than you lik d of, affronted him 
with ſcurrilous Language, and hurl'd Fire-Coals in his 
Face. And all this in Sir John's Preſence; and in Defi- 
ance of his Requeſts to you to keep your Temper ! Thus, 
I conceive, tis evident, that altho you liv'd with Sir ohn 
Williams for about eighteen Years, yet you more juſtly me- 
rited to have been the greateſt part (if not the whole) of 
that Time in Bridenell, there to have receiv'd due Corre- 
_ for your Crimes, and to have work'd for your 
Bread. 5 | 

$. 20. Having in divers places of this Letter intitul'd 
you a Cheat and an Impoſtor, J will now, for the greater 
Satisfaction of thoſe to whom thoſe Words may ſound 
harſh, and who may ſuſpect my having therein done you 
Injuftice, briefly enumerate and conſider the moſt material 
Particulars relating to your ſelf, and your Circumſtances, 
which you, before and at the Time of my Intermarriage 
with you, wittingly, wilfully, artfully, induſtriouſly, 
and contrary to the known Duty of every one treating 
about entering into the State of Matrimony, miſrepreſen- 
ted, and caus d te be mi ſrepreſented to me, and thereby 

Gy M circumvented, 
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circumvented me, impos'd on me, and deluded me, to 
my Ruin, into a Marriage with you. | 
Firſt, You, and your Friend Mrs. Hilton, aſſur d me; 
that your Father was a Woollen-Draper, and that he, at 
his Death, left you a Thouſand Pounds Fortune; and that 
the late Sir William Pritchard, who, in the Year 1683, 
was Lord Mayor of London, was your Father's own Bro- 
ther, and offer d to have added 9oco I. to the 1000 J. left 
you by your Father, in Caſe you would have marry'd a 
Gentleman he recommended to you : On the contrary, 
your Father was a Poor Taylor, who left you not one Penny 
Fortune; whereupon one Thomas Wayland, a Journey-man 
Gold and Silver Wyer-Drawer, who had marry'd your 
Mother's Siſter, took you as an Apprentice, and brought 
you up to work at his Trade in a Shed. It muſt be own d 
that the Daughter of a Taylor, or of any other Perſon of 


mean Circumſtances, may poſſibly be as virtuous, as in- 


genious, and as induſtrious a Woman, and make as good 
a Wite (as to her Perſon and perſonal Qualifications) as 
the Daughter of any other Man whatever ; but when any 
poor Man's Daughter ſhall, like you, aſſume a Relation- 
{hip to Perſons of Quality, to whom neither ſhe, nor any 
One of her Relations ever was at all of kin, and ſhall 
pretend her Father to have been of a more creditable 
Trade than he really was, and that he left her a Thou- 


ſand Pounds Fortune, when he left her not the Value of 


One Penny, and all this in order to beget a Good Opi- 


nion of her in the Man that addrefles her in order to be 
his Wife, I ſee not how ſuch a Woman can be deem d 
other than a Cheat and an Impoſtor! 


Secondly, Having made me believe, that your Father was 
a Man of Worth, and that he left you a Thouſand Pounds 
Fortune, you proceeded to inform me that your Educa 


tion was anſwerable thereto ; and that it was at the 


Boarding- School, where you was educated, that Sir Joln 
Williams firſt became acquainted with you: But the Truth 
1s, (as bas been declar'd) That inſtead of having been 
brought up amongſt young Gentlewomen at a Boarding- 
School, in ſuch Accompliſhments as might have render d 


vou fit to. bear the better ſort of People Company, you 


Was train d up in a Sed, among Perſons of whom 'twas 
6 „ ſcarce 
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ſaree poſſible you ſhould learn any Thing; yotir Trade 
excepted, pratſe-worthy 3 or avoid learning ſuch rude 
Language, and lend Practices, as mult render you deteſti- 
ble to all modeſt and virtuous Perſons! And can your 
having 1mpos'd on mein this Particular, be properly term'd 
any other than a Cheat? | 


Thirdly, As you inform'd me, that Sir John Williams ficſt 


became acquainted with you at a Boarding-School, fo you 
told me he inveigl'd you away from thence when you 
was but about fourteen Years of Age, and then marry'd you 
unknown to your Relations, whereby you loſt the Good- 
Will of them all; and your Rich Unkle, Sir William 
Pritchard, from thence forward would never (you ſaid) 
be reconcil d to you: My Information ſince Marriage is, 
That when you was about ſeventeen Years old, a Trooper 
debauch'd you; That when Sir Fohn Williams firſt became 
acquainted with you, which was when you was twenty 
fur Years old, you was kept as a Concubine by a Dutch 
Man, who, catching you in Bed with Eſq; Williams (af- 
terwards Sir Forn Williams) turn'd you oft; whereupon 
this Williams took you to himſelf, and had, it ſeems, the 
Folly to believe you'd be true to him, tho' he knew you'd 
been falſe to the Dutch Man. However, you were, I be- 
licve, ever after as honeſt and true to Sir Fohn Williams, as 
it ever was, or ever will be, in your Nature to be ſo to 
any Man. The very ſecond Time I ever ſaw you, and 
before I addreis'd you as a Lover, you enteriaind me 
with a long Story about Sir John's firſt happening into 
Company with yon, marrying you privately, keeping 
you up at Lodgings, your diſcovering, about three Years 
after, (p. 4+) that he had another Wife, and of many 
Things that (as you pretended) thereupon happen'd ; all 


which doubtleſs you did to prevent (as it did) my u 


ſpefting, when TI ſhould read Sir Fohn's Will, in which you 
are call'd Elizabeth Pritchard, the Mother of Elizabeth Wil- 
1ams, your being, as I am now confident you was, only 
dir Fohn Williams's Miſtreſs, and not his Wife : For the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations induce me to believe that ne 
3 was ever ſolemniz d between him and you, 
ix. | | 


M2 Firſt, 
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Firſt, The next Day after I was marry d to you, your 
own Brother's Wife aſſur d me you had always been repu- 
ted Sir John Williams's Miſtreſs, but never was thought, 
or reported, to have been marry d to him; and ſoon after 
I had many private Informations to the ſame purpoſe 
from other Perſons. And, in May 1707, One Ann Vep- 
ſey, being provok'd by you, took the Freedom, to your 
Face, (and in my Preſence too) of calling you Sir John 
Williams's Whore, and of telling you (in the hearing of, I 
believe, 20 of your Neighbours) That you had been his 
(Sir Fohn Williams's) Whore for near above 20 Years together, 
as was prov'd upon her in Doctors Commons, by three ſeve- 
ral Witneſſes; One of which, in Anſwer to certain Inter. 
rogatories exhibited by the ſaid Ann Veſſey, depos d, That ſhe 


had heard, and did believe you was generally accounted a Wes I 


man of a Turbulent Spirit, much given to quarrelling amongſt 
your Neighbours and Acquaintance ; that ſhe heard you give the 
ſaid Ann Veſſey very provoking Language, and that ſhe had 
heart, and did believe, you had liv'd feveral Years together 
with One Sir John Williams, and had had ſeveral Children 
burn of your Body unlamfully begotten by him. Theſe Matters 
made me deſirous, for my own, as well as for your Re- 
putation- ſake, to have made ſome Proof of your and 
Sir John Williams's Marriage to each other; and I conſul- 
ted you on that Point: But I could gain no manner of 
Aſſiſtance therein from you, either as to the preciſe Time 
when, Place where, Perſon by whom, or Perſons in whoſe 
Preſence ſuch Marriage was ſolemniz d; in all (if in any) 


of which Particulars, you would not, 1 believe, have been 


at a loſs (eſpecially on ſo urgent an Occaſion) to have 
given me a ſatisfactory Account, in caſe the whole Mat- 
ter had not been a Fiction. 


Secondly, You pretended your ſelf a Fortune, a Rich in 


Hui hi Niece, brought up at a Boarding-School, and ſur- 
priz d into a Marriage with Sir Fohn Williams at about 


14 Years of Age: But you was no Fortune, no Knight's t 


Mice, had no Boarding-School- Education, nor did you be- 
come acquainted with Sir John Williams, till you was a- 


bout 24 Years old; I can't therefore help believing what | 


you pretended of a Marriage with Sir John Williams, is 


28 falſe as your Account of your Birth, Fortune , Edu- Pp. 


cation, 


| (93) 
ur arion, and Ae, at which you and Sir John became ac- 
Us quainted, 1 a : | b 25 
it, | Thirdly, During the Time you liv'd with Sir Fohn Mil. 
ter liams, you entertain d, as Iam inform d, and do believe, 
oe the Addreſſes of ſeveral Men, who, being ignorant of 
eſ- your Character and Circumſtances, offer d Courtſhip to 
ur you, in order to have marry d you; particularly one of 
bn ir John's Tenants in Monmouthſbire, (whether you «was 
ent about Sir John's Affairs) not two Years' before Sir 
us % dy'd : This Aonmouthſbire Man, upon your aſſuring 
er, Ihim you had a good Fortune, and giving your Conſent 
e- Ito accept of him for an Husband, procur d a Marriage 
ere Licenſe, but fortunately heard your true Charafter ſoon 
ſhe enough to prevent his being (as I am) ruin d by being 
o- Eintangled in the Matrimonial Nooſe with yeu: And can 
gf any One believe you'd have taken theſe Freedoms, had you 
the been marry'd to Sir Fohn Williams ? 
ad Fourthly, I can't hear that you ever, in Sir Fohn Williams's 
ber [Life-time, went by his Name; or, amongſt his and your 
en Relations and Acquaintance, ever pretended your ſelf his 
ers Wife: And ſhall I believe you'd patiently have ſubmit- 
e · ted your (elf to have been deem'd, for almoſt 20 Years to- 
nd Ngether, his Concubine only, in caſe you had ever been mar- 
1l- Hd to him? ; ET „ 
of | Fifthly, Sir John Williams (as has been ſeen at p. 84, c.) 
ne by a certain Indenture made the 5th Day of Auguſt, 1693 
fe Perween him the ſaid Sir John Williams, by the Name of 
y) Fir Fobn Williams of Langibby Caftle, in the County of Mon- 
wth, Baronet, of the One Part, and yo», by the Name 
of Elizabeth Pritchard, of the Pariſh of St. Andrew Holborn, 
n the County of Midaleſex, Spinſter, of the other Part, 
or the Conſideration therein mention'd, granted, bar- 
raind, fold, and demis'd to you the ſaid Eliz. Pritch- 
d, {un Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, cer- 
ain Pieces and Parcels of Meadon-Ground therein men- 
jon d, at the yearly Rent of one Pepper-Corn, in Caſe 
the ſame ſhould be lawfully demanded : And by another 
ndenture (p. 84.) made the 7th Day of Auguſt, 1693, Be- 
tween you, by the Name of Elizabeth Pritchard, of the Pa- 
iſh of St. Andrew Holborn, in the County of Middleſex, 
Printer, of the one Part, and the ſaid Sir John — 
85 y 


(94) 
by the Name of Sir * Williams of Langibly-Caſtle, in the f 
County of Monmiuth, Baronet, of the other Part, you did 710, 
demiſe, grant, and to farm let unto the ſaid Sir John Si- 
Milliams, certain Pieces or Parcels of Madon-Grounds therein ¶ ;je 
mention d, [being the ſame mention d in the above- mention d I 6+, 
Indenture] at the yearly Rent of One Landred Pounds of I Ch 
lawful Money of England. Now, the Intention of theſe I $9; 
Indentures being to ſecure the Payment of One hundred 
Pounds yearly to you during your Life, they ought to have I ig 
been made to Truſtees for your Uſe, in Cafe there had been I 7j1 
a Marriage between youſand Sir John Williams, as you, as Obis 
well as he, would have known, But farther, on the 3oth 
Day of Augu/7, 1695, you, by the Name of Elizabeth Si 
Pritchard, of the Pariſh of St. Clement's Danes, in the Coun- 
ty of Middleſex, Spinſter, and one ohn Wilſon, by the Name 
of Fohn Wilſon of St. Clement's Danes, 1n the County of 
Middleſer, Gent. and the ſaid Sir John Williams, by the 
Name of Sir John Williams of Langibby-Caſtle, in the Coun- 
ty of Monmouth, Baronet, became jointly, and feverally II 
bounden to one Charles Pledwell, Citizen of London and lis 
Avorhceary, in the penal Sum of 80 I. to ſecure the Pay- ith 
ment of 40 l. and Intereſt to the ſaid Pledwell : And, one 
the ſame Day, (Aug. 3c. 1695.) Sir FohnWilliams, by the Recon 
Name of Sir 7ohn Williams of Langibby-Caſtle, in the Coun-BHhent 
ty of Monmouth, Baronet, and you, by the Name of Eli. lat! 
z«beth Pritchard of St. Clement's Danes, in the County of nd 3 
Middleſex, Spinſter, became jointly and ſeverally boun-Mhe B. 
den to the fail John h ilſon in an Obligation of the penalſhdg'c 
Sum of 1607. the Condition of which laſt mention'dqu1g 
Obligation was in the Words following, viz. ound 


gt io) 
HE Condition of this Obligation is ſuch, That wherea 1 be 
| the abode-namd john Wilſon, at ithe ſpecial Inſtanciſon d 
and Requeſt, and for the only proper Debt of the above-boundeniffry ex 
Sir John Willlams, 2, by: one Obligation bearing Date withſhu vv: 
theſe Preſents, held and firmly bound unto Charles Pledwell APES 
Citizen and Apothecary of London, in eighty Pounds of gudſue 8 
and lawful Money of England, condition d for Payment 0 f an 
forty Pounds, with lawful Intereſt of like lawful Money unto thi lea 
laid Charles Pledwell, his Exccutors, Adminiſtrators, rn m. 
Aſſigns, en the ſecond Day of March next eaſuing the Date b | 
— — ff 
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the ſaid recited Obligation, as hy the ſame Obligation C Rela 
tion being thereunto had) may appear. If therefore the ſaid 
Sir John Williams and Elizabeth Pritchard, or either of 
them, their, or either of their Heirs, Executors, or Admini- 
ſtrators, do well and truly pay, or cauſe to be paid to the ſaid 
Charles Pledwell, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or A, 
ſigns, the ſaid Sum of 40 J. with lawful Intereſt, of lawful Mo- 
ney of England, on the ſaid ſecond Day of March next enſus 
ing the Date hereof, and of the ſaid recited Obligation, in fall 
Diſcharge of the ſaid recited Obligation ; then this preſent 
Obligation to be void, or elſe to remain in full Force, 


Sigillat' & Deliberat” 
[= in Præſentia lohn Williams, 


. Eliz. Pritchard. 
f Thomas Bambrok, . 


Ie Sam. Rand. 


The above-mention'd Mr. Pledwell, being Sir Fohn Mil- 
jazzs's near Neighbour, could not but know that you livd 
mth Sir Fohn Williams, and that you then pretended to 
have had a Child by him; however, his admitting of your 
becoming bound with Sir Fohn and Wilſon for the Pay- 
ent of his above-mention'd Money, is a ſufficient Proof 
hat he did not ſuppoſe you marry d to Sir John Williams ; 
nd as for the above-mention'd Fohn Wilſon, he was the 
be Bayliff at whoſe Houſe you and Sir Fohn Williams 
odg'd in Srry-ſfreet; and can it be imagin d that he 
ſould have deem'd your becoming jointly and ſeverally 
ound with Sir 70%n Hilliams in the above- mention d O. 
gat ions, would have been any Security to him, in Caſe he 
ad believ' d you Sir John's Miſe? And as the above-men- 
nceion'd Indentures and Obligations, in my Opinion, ſheve 

ry evidently, that in the Year in which they bear Date, 

ou was deem d, and did admit your ſelf to be a jingle or 
warryd Woman ; ſo the Deed of Sale, ſet forth before at 
wwe 88, ſhews that you was deem d, and admitted your 
t Of, an unmarryd Woman in the Year 1702, and I have 
Ft heard that you have ever pretended your ſelf to have 
en marry d to Sir Fohn Williams ſince then. ; 
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Sixthly, I am inform'd that Sir ohn William#,whilft on c 
his Death-Bed, was ask d by his Brother Tho. Williams, Eſq, ll C 
Till alive, and by Dr. Fo. Franklyn, ſince dead, whether I. 
he was ever marry'd to you, or not? and that he an-b 
ſwer d them both in the Negative. And indeed, his Laf 
Will and Teſtament is a ſort of Confirmation of this Mat. iſ 
ter; for, had he ever been marry d to you, why ſhould el 
he not therein have call'd you, as well as he did the Child I tl 
he thought he'd had by you, by his own Name? But m 
that which may, I conceive, put this Matter beyond all Y W 
Diſpute, is, the firſt Article of your Libel againſt me in 2 
Doftors Commons, which begins with the following Words, 0 
viz. Imprints, That in or about the Months of May, June, I bu 
and July, in the Year 1 our Lord God 1705, the 15 John 20 
Spinke, Batchellor, and Elizabeth Spinke, then Pritchard, I m. 
(which was her Maiden-Name) being fingle, &c. This cer- 
tainly ought to be deem'd a Conceſſion that you was 
then no Maid, yet had none but your Maiden-Name to me 
go by! Thus, 1 conceive, tis evident that you was ne- }®! 
ver marry d to Sir John Williams, nor, during his Life. 
time ever pretended you was ſo, but, on all Occaſions, 
wrote your ſelf Spinſter, that is, ſingle Waman, and aſ- 
ſum d none other than your Maiden-Name, Elizabeth 


an ordinary Strumpet, who will uſe all poſſible Means tc 
conceal her Crimes, you muſt aſſuredly be endu'd with, tr 
cohabit with Sir John Williams at Bed and Board, in the 
Face of all the World, without ever ſo much as ſuggeſt 
ing a Marriage between him and you, and whilſt too 
you well knew, he was actually marry d to a Lady of Qu 
ity, whom he utterly abandon'd for the Sake of you 
Converſation; and whilſt farther you well knew that al 
this was known to them at whoſe Houſes you did th 
ſcandalouſly converſe with him, and to them too witt 
whom either Sir John or your ſelf had any Acquaintanct 
or Concern ! And muſt not your impoſing on me in thi 
Particular, be eſteem'd an egregious Cheat? Had the Mat 
ter been as you related it before Marriage to have bee 
* muſt have been deem d an Hhoneſt (tho' an unfortunate 
oman ; but as the Matter appears to have been in Fact 


not the leaſt of either Honeſty, or Modeſty, can (I co 


Telve 


. 
ceive) be thought to have remain d in you from your firſt 
ſq; Cohabitation with Sir Jahn Williams. And, indeed, I be- 
her - you was deſtitute of all manner of Vertue long 
an- b Ore. | | | h 
af Fourth, Another Particular in which you impos'd on 
lata © me, and, in having ſo done, merit (I conceive) to be 
uld I cfteem'd a Cheat. is, in pretending your ſelf to have been 
lg the Mother of eight Children (beſides Miſcarriages, one not 
But nine Months before I marry'd you) by Sir Jobs Williams; 
all whereas, in Fact, it can't (ſo far as I can find) be made 
in Nappear that you either ever was the real Mother of any ene 
rds. Gild, or was ſo much as once with Child in your Life; 
me. but, to ſcreen your ſelf from the Imputation of Barren- 
ohn 2 /, fobb d one Child (at leaſt) on Sir John Williams, and 
ard. made him believe (for twelve Years together) it was his 
Child begotten on your Body! Your having fobb'd a 
Child on Sir John M illiams, ſignifies (you ſay) Nothing to 
tol me, becauſe it was done before I had any Concern with 
vou; and, if it was (ſay you) a Chear, it was ſo on Sir 
ile. Jon Williams, and not on me Bur ſeeing the Propaga- 
tion of Mankind, 1s the principal End of Marriage, and 
chat your 8 your ſelf to have been the Mother of 
ſo many Children by your former Husband, (as you then 
call'd Sir John Williams) muſt have been done with an 
Intention to induce me (as it did) to believe I might as 
probably have Children by you, who had already (as 
Myou pretended) had ſo many, and who was not (as you 
hid) much above thirty (tho' you were then really mor 
than forty.) Years of Age, as by any other Woman; 
conceive ſuch your falſe Pretences to Motherhood, (and to 
more of Touth than you had) ought to be deem d a Chear. 
You (by your own Confeſſion) tor eighteen Tears toge- 
ther, frequently had the Carnal Knowledge of Sir Fohn Mil- 
ms Body, (and, by Report, of ſome other Mens too) 
Jet it is fo far from being known that you have had eight 
-MChildren, that it is not believ'd by any one Perſon in 
the World, (ſo far as I know, or can hear) that youever 
was, during all that Time, ſo much as once with Child. 
And if, during your eighteen Years Cohabitation with 
ir John Williams, you never was with Child, you, when 
urn d of forty Years of Age, certainly could not ratio- 
| 1 N nally 
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riſque a Diſappointment, or have (as you had) recouiſe 


(98) 
nally preſume on having Children by me; nor could you  f 
imagine that your becoming my Wife, without firft ap-) 
pfizing me of the great Improbability there was of your n 
ever having any Children, was agreeable to Honeſty; I h 
much leſs could you conceive your felf not culpable in 
falſely pretending your ſelf to have been the Mother of I 1 
ſo many Children as you did, and that your Age was 
not ſo far advanc'd by about ten Years, as it really was | . 
This was, in Effect, putting it out of my Power to have I ir 
(during your Life) any legitimate Children ; for by you, if e 


at all, I muſt (had you nqt ſu'd out a Divorce) have had le 
them, and you had good Reaſon to believe your felf in in 


capable of bearing them, yet took Meaſures to induce me to 
to be of a different Opinion concerning you ; which cer- 
tainly was an Impoſition and a Cheat. Your having fobbd I pl 
a Child (nay, Children, as will be ſeen) on Sir Fol If (p 
Williams, ſeems to be ſufficient to induce any one to be- kn 
lieve you never had a Child; for it certainly can't be an 
concav'd a Child-bearing Woman will ever fob a Child hir 
on the Man (her Husband, or not) with whom ſhe co WI 
habits. . She that ſhall have had one Child, will doubtkk 

reſume ſhe may, in Time, have another; and for that 
Reaſon will not pretend a Child to have been born « 
her Body, which was not ſo : But ſhe that ſhall have good 
Reaſon to preſume her ſelf incapable of bearing a Child, 
and ſhall yet find it neceſſary, in order to ſome Purpoſe, 
that ſhe ſhould be thought to have had one, muſt enthe: 


to the Art of ſecret Adoption, But, by the Way, in Ca 
you was not marryd to Sir John Milliams, pray what So Lr 


of Modeſty, Huneſty, and Yertue, (of which you mightily feu 


boaſt!) prompted you to live, in a publick Manner, in Loc 
continently with him, for eighteen Tears together (you 
that while knowing too he had a Wife) and fo vehemently] ble 
to deſire the Honour of being the Mother of a Baſtard byy®* V 
him, that being uncapable of bearing One, you could no not 
forbear adopting One. And if you was (as you now, 
believe, very falſely pretend) marry'd to Sir John Wil or 
liams, was you not a meer Devil of a Wife to him, to fe 


a Child (nay Children) on him, and that too whilſt hQ Fav 
was a Priſener for his juſt Debts, and daily running fil r 


faxthe 


E 
farther into Debt for every Penny -worth of Bread he and 
ou eat? Doubtleſs, ſhould you ever hear any other Wo- 
man thus to have acted, you'd beftow more ill Names on 
her, than youll now allow to be your own Due 
Fifthly, Another Particular, in which you egregiouſly 
impos d on me, is, your pretending your ſelf, as you are 
the ſole Executriæ, and principal Legatee of Sir John Wil- 
liams, worth between three and four thonſand Pounds, when, 
in Fact, you was, at leaſt, as has been (p. 76.) ſeen, 
eight thouſand Pounds, as Sir John Williams's Executrix poo- 
ter than a Beggar ; becauſe he dy'd more than ſo much 
in Debt, without leaving ſo much as One hundred Pounds 
to pay off and ſatisfy the ſame. Sir Fohn Williams's Will, 
tis true, ſupported your Pretenſions ; but that can't be 
pleaded in your Excuſe ; for, whether you were, as I 
(p. 61.) ſuſpect, the Contriver of that Will or net, you 
knew the Bequeſts therein contain d could never be of 
any Advantage to you ; becauſe, as you had hv'd with 
him for about 18 Years, and moſt of that Time in Places 
where he lurk'd to ſcreen himſelf from Arreſts; and, for 
at leaſt ten Years before his Death, had (inſtead of a 
Steward) manag'd his Affairs, both in the Town and 
Country; and was admitted to be his Security (p. 94.) 
for Money borrow'd; and his Truſtee (p. 88.) to ſecure 
his Goods from being taken in Execution, you could not 
but be well apprizd how his Circumſtances were at the 
Time of his Deatb. Vou knew there was then about 


20 J. 43 757 due to Alice, for Nurſing your Sham-Daug b. 
a er; 23 o 
ir 7% and you lodg'd even until he dy'd, for his, 


due to the Bayliff's Widow, at whoſe Houſe 


yours, your Sham-Daughter's, and his and your Servants 
Lodging and Diet; and 176 J. due to Mr. Morgan for 
Law-Expznces ; and, in ſhort, as I know, and by credi- 


ble Witneſſes, if Occaſion were, could now prove, you, 


as well as Sir John Williams himſelf, knew of almoſt (if 
not altogether) all the ſeveral Debts in which he dy'd in- 
debted on one Accompt or another; as alſo when, where, 
for how much, and on what Accompt, his Houthold- 


= Goods, Books, Linnen, and wearing Apparel, were at 


Pawn ! But that you knew you was worth nothing, as 
Sir John Williams's Executrix and Legatce, ſufficientiy ap- 
5 5 e e pears 


(100 


pears from what you have given in on Oath (p. 50.) in 


our Anſwer to Mr. Morgan's Bill; viz. That all Sir John 
Williams's Goods, Chattels, and Perſonal Eſtate, that you, as 
his ſole Executrix, could, and did poſſſs your ſelf of, amoun- 
ted (according to an Inventory and Appraiſement which was 
made and taken thereof, and which was by you exhibited on 


Oath into the Eccleſiaſtical Court of Canterbury) ta the Sum of 


ſeven Pounds, eighteen Shillings, and four Pence, and to 
no greater or other Sum of Money! And that you knew of none 
her Perſonal Eſtate that he dy d poſſeſs d of, intereſted in, or 
intitul'd unto, except ſome Houſhold-Goods, which you had 
heard he had left in Pawn with one James Morgan, and with 
other Perſons, but all, as you believe, for more Money than the 
ſame are worth ; and that you have heard, and do believe, that 
he mas at the Time of his Death likewiſe indebted unto ſeveral 
other Perſons in divers Sums of Money, but that he left not 
Aſſets ſufficient to pay them, or any of them; for that you Chis 
ſole Executrix ) fad expended a greater Sum of Money in de- 
fraying his Funeral-Charges, the Probate of his Will, and in 
hiking the ſaid Inventory, than you ever receiv'd, or made 
out of his Perſonal Eftate! And that you knew not whether he 
had, at the Time of his Death, any Eſtate , or Intereſt in or 
unto the Lands and Premiſes call d Kavenhila, in his Will 
mention d, and which he therein devis'd to you in Caſe of Non- 
= he of 700 l. to you! Thus you, on Oath. And 

ime, Experience, and ſome hundred Pounds Expences 


have convinc'd me, that the above-written Account of 


Sir Fokn Williams's Circumſtance, at the Time of his Death, 
is not very wide of Truth. And ſeeing, it is evident, 


that you all along knew that Sir Fohn Williams dy d much 
indebted to divers Perſons, and left not Aſſets to pay all 
or any of them, was not you an abominable Cheat to pre- 
tend your ſelf, as his Exccutrix and Legatee, worth be- 
Tween three and four thcuſand Pounds, only becauſe his Laff 
Will and Teſiament (perhaps contriv'd by your ſelf to that 
Intent) was ſo penn'd as to ſupport your falſe Preten- 
fions ? Having thus diſcover'd your Pretenſions to a three 
or four thouſand Pounds Fortune, as you are the ſole Ex- 
ecutrix and principal Legatee of 1 Williams deceas d, 
$0 have been a Cheat; let's take a View of your Circum- 
\< 77 * 8 <> . : 1 | 4 : | ſtances, 


in Law, as Well as (and, indeed, more than) your Oath, 


„ 


ſtances, as you were Mrs. Elizabeth Pritchard, Spinſter; T'll 
begin with the Debts you ſtood charg'd with, and hable 


to pay at the Time I marry'd you, viz. 


Imprimis, due from you to Anthony Hilton, 5 I. 5s, d. 
by Bond given to his Wife's former | 
Husband, 1n or about the Year 1692, for ( 0.00 
Cloths bought of him — 

hem, to Mr. Pledmell's Executor, being a) 

Debt of Sir John Williams's, that, by be- 

ing bound with him you d made your 61 12 oo 
- own 40 J. and nine Years Intereſt 21 J. | 

12 5.—.— 

Irem, to Anthon Hilton by Bond, bearing ing 
Date i in 7 7 1706. ; e 

Item, to Anthony Hilton for your own, and 
ou pretended Daughter's Board after > 07 10 oo 

ond of Amie Firs Wit 

Item, borrow d of Anthony Hilton's Wife 
on the Morning I 1 vou- 150 or oo 0 

Hon for your Cloaths, pawn d (p. 75-)7 PEE 

Item, to a Mercer, whoſe Bill was ſent in „ 
about a Month after I had you 10 7. 1.5907 ON 

Item, to one Eſq; Godwin, (whoſe Bill III 5 
ſet down kene _ e 

Item, to one Mrs. Devanport (whoſe e Bill 
Fl ſet down) — ae, 5 5 1 

hem, to one Baden — — — o c6 03 

rem, to one Fevern, a Sollicitor ©2 ' 00 oo 

hem, to Mr. Turner, a Surgeon St 10 66 

hem, many other ſmall Debrs, for which I 

was dunnd, and which, in the whole, + ob 
Il eſtimate, tho' 'm confident they a- ( * on 
mounted to more, at — 

Sum Total 201 12 02 


1 before (p. 76.) thaw, that Sir John Willliams dy d at 


leaſt 8000 I. in Debt; and that (p. 76.) he left not A 
ſer ſuffcient for you, his Exccutrix, to pay off all, or pay 


art 
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(102) * 
Part thereof; ſo that, as Sir John Williams's Executrix, it 
may juſtly be ſaid you was, when I marry d you, at leaſt 
8000 l. in Debt, without having any Thing towards the 
Payment thereof; and as to the before-mention'd Sum of 
more than 209 J. which you then Rood engag d to pay, 
or which, at leaſt, wasclaim'd of you, on your own pro- 
per Account and Security, and not as you were Sir Fohn 
Williams's Executrix, you had not, that I know of, yaur 
wearing Cloaths and Linnen excepted, to the Value of 
Forty Shillings in the World, towards the ſatisfying of 
that. Seeing therefore, as you were the Executrix of Sir 
ohn Williams, you was about Eight thouſand Pounds in 
ebt, and, on your own Account, about the Sum of 
Two hundred Pounds, without having whc.rewith (as you 
had not) to fatisfy all, or any conſiderable Part of either 
your Executrixſhip Debts, or thoſe that were your proper 
own, and on your own Security ; your pretending your 
ſelf (whilſt under thoſe Circumſtances) worth between 
three and four thouſand Pounds, and this in order to induce 
me to marry you, can certainly be deem'd none other 
than an egregious Cheat ! 
F. 21. I intimated before, that I'd give a farther Rela- 
tion of the Demands Eſq; Godwin and Mrs. Devanport 
made of me on your Account, which, indeed, I conceive, 
tis neceſſary I ſhould do the more fully, to illuſtrate your 
Character, and the early Cauſes I had to believe my elf 
cheated by you; which will ſtill more evidently appear, 
by briefly recollecting ſeveral Occurrences that happen d 
even immediately after I marry'd you, wluch was on the 
third Day of Ju, 1725. within about one Week after 
which, Odding ſcl's convinc'd me of the Invalidity of Sir 
257 Williams s Bequeſt to you of the Reverſion of Kaven- 
ila-Eſtate, or of a Charge of 700 I. thereon, and wheed- 
led me into a Sccurity for an hundred and twenty Guinea 
for his Intereſt therein; whercupon he, by Deeds of 77 
and Releaſe, bearing Date the 18th and 19th Days of Juh, 
1705, Couvey d his ſaid Intereſt in that Eſtate to me. 
About the ſame Time too, tle Affair of your Sham-Dangh- 
ter, (p. 7.) became known to me. About the beginning 
of Augut, 1705, Hilion (p. 46.) caus d me to be arreſted and 
impriſon'd on your Account; but my own Houſe bein 
. Within 


. E 

within the Fleet-Liberty, I remov'd my ſelf, by a Writ of 
Habeas Corpus, to the Fleet, purchas d my Freedom of the 
Warden thereof, return d Home, and kept the Matter as 
private as I could. 

Auguſt the 5th, 1705, Mr. Hughs, the Pewterer, came to 
the Oxford-Arms in Lydgate-Street, ſent for you, and de- 
manded to be paid what Money was due to him for Pew- 
ter, affirming he would otherwiſe profeute me for the ſame 


immediately. I had, indeed, then in my Houſe the Pew- 
ter you'd had of him; but I had paid more in redeeming 


it out of Pawn, than 1t was worth. His Bill came to 
between eight and nine Pounds; ſome Part of which he 
had recei vd, but how much I know not. Four Days af- 
ter this, August the ↄth, Mrs. Rome 's threatening Letter, prin- 
ted at Page 75, was fent. Three Days after that, (Fob's 
Meſſengers Avgnit the 11th, I recctv'd the following Let- 
ter and Bill, 218. PT IH | 


STR, 

Herewith ſend you a Bill, in the Behalf of Ed. Godwin, 

Eſq; for Money to him due upon the Accompt of your Lady, 
his Guendam Mifreſs, who publictly gave him Aſſurance of 
Marriage, and causd Deeds of Settlement to be made for her 
from him, in Purſuance thereof; therefore this not being imagina- 
ry, but real, between them; and you having inter-marry d the ſaid 
Lady, are liable to make Satisfaction to the injur'd Lover: 
His Loſs is very conſiderable in the Caſe ; and if 1 receive your 
Anſwer, that you will pay this ſmall Sum by Monday Night, 
there ſhall be no Proceedings against you till that Time; if 
not, a Writ will iſſue out againſt you both ; which you may pre- 
vent, by compoſing the Matter with | 


From my Houſe in Hur humble Servant, 
Rupert-Street, Aug. | | 
II, 1705. | Rob. Rowe. 


The inclosd Bill confited of the following n 8 


| J. 4, 
Imprimis, paid for the Draught for the Set- | 
tlement for Marriage ———— — F00 £8: 
Item, for Parchment, and Day to the Queen 09 on 06 
| | . | (erm, 


* 
uw 


2 X 
48 
5 
* ? 
- 1 * 
* 
| . 
11 
Ki 
. 
} s 
7 : % 
A} 
ö * 
9 
,. 


* 
42 
1 
is . 
19 
1 54 
87 | 
4 | 9 
? 
£7 3.3 
WB © 7 
* 4 * 
BEEF 
* 
1 
* 
ou 
J F 
. 
. 0 
4 £5 
N 
* 
4 15 
+24 
"ERS 
n 
* 
10 
1 
15 
3 
Wo 
\ Þ. 
A 
72 
1. 
1 
by 
7 
1 
* 
17 
i 
1 
17 
1 
* 
41 
E \ 
* 
* 
N 


ho — — ——— 
C <P I. - I Mo 1 


— — 
3 


1 8 3 — — 


— 
— 2 


"x WE 


1 8 „ 
Frey", =, = A r 


2 — % 7 ©. VS 2 12 . . I. * 8 3 1 4 b — Dates 
a * = — 4 Mandy nog A * 4 T r — * ** — 2 es im * 8 — 
FTF ccc cc . 
A” RE —— ——— — — * . =; en a = : 5 "> - 
. * 22 * nn . b * 


. 

— n 
. 
S 


Lg © as ag; 
—— 
W 


Wa cs th vas 2D vat 
— 


1 —— n eee e 
4 .- n FELT, IS 
4 — 


> 8 2 
A —— wy 
* * 1 8 


1 4 
- , 


5 (104) 
nem, for ingroſſing the ſame — — 01 
hem, loſt in Value by the Wedding-Ring, 
with two Hands and a Heart thereon en- 
graven, by the ſpecial Directions of your (©? 
Wife ——— — n 3 
Fac N mending a Silver-fram'd Loołing- 85 


Glaſs — 2 00 
Item, expended in Treats, Coach-hire, and 
Wateridge, between the ſaid Godwin and bog 12 06 
the ſaid Elizabeth —-— | — | | 
In all o 14 co 


That this Godwin had been at the Expence of preparin 

a Marriage Settlement, I have Reaſon to believe, becauſe 
you (p. 43.) your ſelf, before Marriage, ſhew'd me it in your 
own Cuſtody, only affirm'd he had ſo done unknown to 
you ; which I then did, but do not now, believe; and 
Counſellor Williams told me the Eſquire conſulted him a- 
bout it. Hilton alſo (p. 43.) ſhew'd me a Draught of 
a Bond this Godwin was to execute, to ſecure to him the 
Gratuity of One hundred Guinea's, in Caſe he could 
bring about a Match between this Godwin and your 
fel, And my Opinion is, that you was reſolv'd to 
marry Godwin, Mie, or any Man elſe, who ſhould firſt of- 
fer, in earneſt, to attend you to Church. Bur if you had, 
as this Letter and Bill ſuggeſts, and, as I believe, really 
made a Promiſe of your felf to Eſquire Godwin, you have 
ever ſince rcally been his Wife, and your Marriage with 
me was in Fact void, and I ought to, and hereby do, ask 
the Eſquire's Pardon, for having ſo long detain'd ſo wor- 
thy a Lady from him! And, to make him ſome Satisfaction, 
do hereby conſent, that he (hall, if he pleaſes, be the ſole 
Proprietor of you for the Future! Three Days after Eſq; 
God wins Demands were made, I receiv d the following 
Letter, that is, on the 14th of Avg. 1705. 


SIR, 


Have ſent inclos'd a Bill of what Money 1 have disburs 
L in Buſineſs for the late Mrs. Pritchard, whom ] am in- 
form d you have marry d. Sir, don't let this ſurprize you ; nor 


don't 


prete: 
but t 


a Joi 
count 
mand 


don't you think I want Proof to make aut my Demands, The 
Money I eæpect by the Bearer, otherniſe ] ſhall ſend for it ty 
er- Hand; but 1 kope you'll not give ſuth unneceſſary 
Trouble to e "£4 x | 


Tour humble Servant, 
| Tho. Baden. 
Paid and disburid in ny” Picked Buſineſi, and by her 
rder. | 


Imprims, At the Horn-Tavern in the , „„ 
Tard, Weſtminſter, when I attended there _ fa 
to treat with Stand ſaſt, and others, on (©? 3 


her Account —— —- — 
hem, At ſeveral Times when I met Hand- 3 | r 98 
faſt touching the Premiſes - —_ 
hem, For attending a ſecond Time at — 
ſaid Horn- Tavern — 90” OE IM 
hem, For Porters, and Le<tters--— — ooo 02 Cg 
hem, For eight Attendances and Journeys __ + 14 0 
from St. James to the Charter- Houſe—— F een 
OL OG OF 


Who this Baden was, I know not, but I ſuppoſe he 
was ſome fooliſh Sollicitor ; for upon my refuſing to pay 
him, he attempted to aftrighten me, by aſſuring me he 
had been apply'd to and requeſted to bring an Action 
(which, he ſayd, unleſs I'd pay him) he would do, of Scan- 
dalum Mag natum againſt you, for your having perſonated 
(as he ſaid) the honourable Lady Catherine, the Earl 
Pembrook's Siſter, and real Widow of Sir John Williams, 1 
pretending; after his Death, that you was his Widow ; 
Nat upon my lighting his Menaces, I heard no more of 
nim. | | I | 

Having receiv'd thefe and many other Demands for 
Money, about the latter End of September, 1705, I made 
a Journey into Monmouthſhire, and there, on your Ac- 
count, as Nr Jens Williams's Executrix and Legatee, de- 


manded 790 4, of Mr, Roger Williams, 600 1: of Mrs. ore 
| | O | £41 
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Cc 109) . 
gan, and many othet ſmaller Sum of other People; bit 
receiv d not fo much as One Farthing of Money amongſt 
them all, nor any Information, or Encouragement to be- 
lieve I ever ſhould. Evil Reports of your own and you Þ 5 
Teftator's Management, I was there ſufficiently entertain'd j 
with, by almoſt every one I thcre happen'd to converſe [ 
with. Towards the latter End of October I return'd I Acco 
Home ; and having then been credibly inform'd that O- farth 
dingſell}, whoſe Intereſt in Kavenhila-Eſate 1 had pur: , 
chas d, had only a Truſt therein, 1 fil'd a Bill againſt him M 
in Chancery; whereupon he caus'd me to be arreſted, (tho 
I was before actually a Priſoner in the Fleet) and con- 
vey d to the Comprer, where I remain'd ſeveral Days, and | 
was oblig d to be at the Expence of a ſecond Writ of H.. 5 
bens Corpus, and re- purchaſing my Liberty of the Warden, I X. 
L being (till perfwaded by you, that divers People in 
Monmoui hſbire did really owe Money to Sir John Williams, 
at the Time of his Death, I procceded in the Exchequer 
againſt five or (ix of them; but all to none other Purpoſe, 
than the wafting my own Money. But, to take here no 
farther Notice of thoſe Matters, which muſt be allow'd 
to have given me a great Uneaſineſs, I'll proceed to 
Mrs. Devantort's Demand; viz. She, in ay 1706, call d 
at my Honſe, and demanded Money as due from you td 
her, before you was my Wife; you poſitively deny d it, 
and before her Face gave me a very ill Character cf her ; | To 
and ſhe then beginning to abuſe you, you and I too trea- | 
ted her uncivitly ; whereupon, on the r5th of May 17c6, 81 


I receiv'd the following Letter, viz. 
M. S. Devanport call d at your Houfe for her Money; Pilling 


* 


and, inſtead of paying her, you and your Wife abuid 

er in 4 very fcandalows Manner, ſo you will have ino Actiom 
upon you ; for ſhe ſhall not be abus d. If you will 10 ker her Mur F 
Money, you may; if not, you may expect Trouble; which iy in 
Jou muſt not take ill from him, who 3s willing to make you both From 


Friends, er Hi 
From the King i-Head | | f the 
in — 7h neat Tho. Crawford. Ia 


Mhbite-Hall. 


Ire 


(090 


t R 

| I return'd the following Anſyer, viz 

{| SIR, e 
iy fu now receiv'd your Letter relating to Mrs, Devanport; 
e it does not ſet forth what her Demands are, on what 
1 Account, nor on what Security; as to all which I requeſt Jour 


farther Information. 


: May 15. 1706. : Yours, 
Y | e J. Spinke. 
; Mr. Cranford's Reply, viz. 


* 5 I R, 5 


ind fix Pounds at the Birth of her Laſt, and before good Wit- 


; 
ness. If you think to ſtand Tryal. to make hir prove her 
„Debt, let me know it; but if you will pay the Money, 1 will 
o ive you 4 Diſcharge by 4 Power J have from her Husband, 
d ard will make Things cafy ; for the Money is due to me. 

0 | 

18 May 17. 17c6. Towrs, 

, e Tho. Crawford. 

, ; 0 | 

To this Leiter I return'd the following Anſwer, viz. 

* & 7 . « 7 i 
„IIR, 


Pon the Receipt of yoar ſecond Letter, 1 have conſulted 
my Wife, who pretends to know Nothing, of any Debt 
lie from her to Ars. Devanport, or your ſelf. I am not 
milling to engage in Law, and to be ar Expences, without 
auſe ; nor yet to pay Money mithout Anowing it to be due to 
he Perſon that demands it. And 1 admire to find a Man of 
yr Parts ſo defective in your Information; Fas do not ſig- 
ify in what Year, much leſs on wat Day, the Money was 
row d; nor whether it was borrow d of Mrs. Devanport, 
er Husband, er your ſelf; nor whether there was any Bond, 

other Security given for the Re-payment thereof. 


Ma 17. 1706. Tours, 5 
en I. Spinke. 


„ I Keceivd yeurs ; the Sum is Nine pounds; three Pounds 
were lent to your Wife at the Birth of her Firſt Child, 
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1 D . 0 
After thilh Mr. Crawford came to me; but not being h 
ableto E it appear that any Security was by you given h 


for that Honey, which, from his own Account, appear d n 
to have been lent much above ix Tears before, I gave him d 
little other Anſwer, than that I knew not whether you e. G 
ver had it, and that in Caſe you had, I conceiv'd twas 0 
loſt by the Statute; for which Reaſons I ſhould abſolutely | y' 
decline the Payment on't. However, the being dunnd  y 
for't, all the World will believe was very ungrateful to 1 
me; eſpecially it appearing to have become due (if due | mM 
at all) on Account of the Child (or Children) you fobb'd | 4 
on Sir John Williams. | ca 
| Thus it ſtill more evidently appears, that you was 11 8 
: moſt intolerable Cheat'to me, as to your Birth, Education, I 
1 Qualifications, Reputation, and Fortune; and that I was ap- fu 
| priz d of it preſently after my Inter-marriage with you, tb 
and very ſoon ſuffer d ſeverely on that Account, by I. af 
priſonment, by being oblig d to ſquander away my Mo- Le 
ney in Law, by the Loſs of my Time, and of my Reputa- fo 
tion, and conſequently by leſſening the Multiplicity of be 
| my Buſineſs in my Profeſſion: If therefore I bore all this | to 
© Diſcovery of your being a Cheat, and all the Hardſhips it | W 
brought on me, with any tolerable Patience, and did not At 
thereupon treat you wncivilly, nay, not «kindly, it muſt d 
gcrtainly be allow'd, that I was not very apt to exerciſe £4 
1 vou with ſuch Gueſty and Barbarity, as might merit a Pro- 
| ſecation in Doctors Commons for a Divorce by Reaſon there, 4 
| of. Iwill now therefore proceed to ſhew, that notwith- 
ſtanding your being ſo notorious a (heat, and the Hark: 
ſhips it brought on me, I (Which, I confeſs, I did in 
Hopes you d reform, and be a good Wife) continu d 10 
treat you with Kindneſs, and as a good Wife ought to be 
treated. And this I thall do from two Particulars, that 
cant, I think, rationally be diſputed againſt. 4 
1. lis very plain, from what has been ſaid, That with: 
in leſs than 4 Month after I marry d you, I came to the 
Knowledge of your being (contrary to what you'd told n 
me) the Off-ſpring of mean Parents; of your being ge- Cl 
nerally thought fever to have been _ to Sir Fil 7 
Williams, but to have liy'd for about 18 Years with hin] 77 
Of ll 


Ts, og EOS, + 


| 


* 


him, to have fobb'd One on him. It is as plain, that I 


„„ ( 109) 1 
as a Lewd Woman; and inſtead of having had a oy 


had not been marry'd to you two Months before I was 
made a Priſoner on your Account, and was even dail 

dunn'd by many of your own, and of Sir Fohn Williams's 
Creditors for Money. And at my Return out of Wales, in 
October 1705, at which Time I had not been marry'd to 
you four Months, I muſt be allow'd to have diſcover d 
your being a meer Impoſtor, and that your Fortune could 
never by any Means anſwer the Character you had given 
me of it; and the Occurrences that happen'd between that 
Month and March following, during which Time I be- 
came engag'd in near a dozen Suits at Law, on your Ac- 
count, mult neceſſanly let me farther into the Secret; yet 
1 (then) Rill eſpows'd your Intereſt, and rook your Part, as 
ſufficiently appears from the Letter 1 ſent your own Bro- 
ther Aaron, on the following Occaſion, viz. the next Day 
after I marry'd you (p. 92.) his Wife, whom I had ne- 
ver ſeen before, gave me an ill Character of you; I in- 
form'd you of it, and you told me, you had diſoblig d 
her by detecting her /l/egitimacy, &c. I, at my going in- 
to Wales, (from whence ſhe came) made Enquiry into 


what you inform'd me concerning her, and found your 


Account Truth. Your Brother hearing of what 1 had 
done, at my paying him a Viſit, quarrell d with me, and 
gave me then as ill a Character of you himſelf, as his: 
Wife had done before; whereupon, the next Day, being 
March 11. 170%. I ſent him a Letter, viz. 


SIR, | 
Eing diſappointed of that friendly Converſation I Teſterday 


really expefied, mhen I call d at your Houſe to requeſt your 
Company in a Walk, at my Return, 1 enquir d of my Wife about 


the Picture, and about the 15 l. hen lent to, and loſt by, Sir 
John Williams: To all which ſhe anſwer d, (truly or not, 
[I'll not pretend to know) that ſhe knows he preſented you with 
that Picture, and that ſhe neither does, nor ever did pretend 
any Right or Title thereto. And as to the 15 J. or your Wife's 
Cloaths having ever been pawn d for Money for Sir John, 

e never knew any Tling of it: Suppoſing what ſhe ſays, to be 

ruth, I muſt ſay, it looks diſingenuous to twit her with, and 


to 
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Ben ſuſpett that your Wife bore mine ill Will, and 
freely told her what her Siſter-in-Law had intimated to me; 


(110) 


ex Gear her ill Will for, what you your ſelf did | for Sir John 
Williams without her Deſire, Privity, or Knowledge. And 


& io the grand Occaſion of a Miſunderſtanding between us: 


Sppoſing my Wife to have been, what ſome ſugge#t and report, 


lat none, that I Inom of, pretend themſelves able to prove or 
wake out, viz. only a Miſtreſs te Sir John Williams; yet, for 
your Wife, within 24 Hours after our Marriage, to endeavour 
zo beget in me an ill Opinion of my Wife, her own Husband t 
Softer, mmit be a very indiſcreet Action, 4 Sign of ill Will, 
avd a Deſire of Revenge: For had my Wife been as bad a 
Woman as by. any repreſented, and the Matter capable of 
Proof, ſhe being your Siſter, your Wife was à very wnfit Per- 
en to report it, 9 to me, aud at that Time. But it be- 
ing probable, that my Wife was actually marry'd to Sir John; 


end, tho unfortunate, yet not culpable in the whole Conrſe of ber 


Life; (ſhe never, that I know of, admiring other Mens Cim- 


more than her Husband's, I mean Str 8 I ſay, the 


pay 
Cafe being thus, I could do no leſs, on your Wite's Suggefions 
t 


n wkich the Cauſe of 4 Difference nas diſcover d, vie. my 


Wife had ſearch d into and divulg d your Wife's Birth and Fa- 
muly. That that was not an Error and a Fault in my Wife, 
I ds nit affirm ; but, on the contrary, if there was no jubt Pro- 
zocation, J do think ſhe was to blame, becauſe even the Faults, 


much more the Misfortunes of all Perſons, Relations eſpecci- 
ah, are ta be conceal'd, not proclaim d. To be born of Pa- 


rents never marry'd, is a Misfortune, not 4 Fault; for 115 our 


enn, not our Parents, Guilt, makes us criminal. And therefore 
my life's having diſcover'd the true Parents of her Siſter- in- 


Law, the Illegiimacy of ker Birth, and that her Pretenſjons 
. 6 Kinſhip to Perſons of Character, was nothing but 4 b 
# think Prudence ought to have oblig d ber to have conceal d he 


Diſcovery, rather than to have divulg d it. But ſhe having im- 
pradently taken other Meaſures, can be no juſtifiable Cauſe for 


war Wife to endeavour that your Siſter, on my marrying her, |: 
"Fond have an ill Charafter. Tim much as to our ives, | 


au 45 to Our ſelves; the Caſe, in ſhort, is, we have been 


boeh diſappointed in aur Expectations in our V Vives, per- 


baps 45 to the Clearneſs of their Reputations; for certain as 


24 44eir pretended VVorth and Fortune. But certainly this 
| | EE 


ereupon 


* ow 


„„ Cm} : 

can t be 4 juſtifiable Cauſe for Jarring and Diſagreement be- 
tween us, who by Marriage are and mutt continue to be allyd; 
and, for yy por, tho I expect no Advantage thereby, 1 coxld 
wiſÞ for 4 Correſpondence ſuitable to ſuch an Alliance, Ten I 
ſay, you love not to have your Wife reflcited on for the Illegiti- 
macy of her Birth; 1 reply, nor 1 to hear mine revil'd on the 
Account 5 of which I don't know ſhe was ever puilty ; eſpe- 
cially by Relations, who ought, as far as the Caſe will 155 
to vindicate her. My Wife ever was, for certain, as modeſt 
and vertuous as your own Siſter; and if you will not bei patrer 
and revile your own Siſter, you muſt Spare my Wife; if you will 
not be a Friend to her, 1 42 never expect you'll be ſo to me- 
Sir, 1 ſhall add no more, but that I call d on you Teſterday with 
an Intention to Eave confirm d a Friendly and Brother- lile Gor= 
reſpondence ; and now, without Paſſion or Diſreſpect, ſu ſcribe 


me el „ | 
7 ſelf Your humble Servant and Brother-in-Law, 
I. Spinke. 


When I penn d the above- written Letter to your Bro- 
ther Aaron, I had been marry d to you about eight Montiu, 
had been twice impriſon'd on your Account, had ſpent 
at leaſt an hundred Peunds of my own Money in Law a- 
bout your Affairs, and had about fix or eight Swits then 
depending, without any Proſpect of coming into any 
Thing conſiderable ; yet, I think, from this Letrer tis 
evident that I then effgus'4 your Intereſt, endeavour d to 


March 11. 1703. 


ſupport your Reputation, and conſequently liv'd in a friend- 


ly Manner with you. It may probably be thought, that 
L ins that Letter bore too hard on your Brother in Relation 
to his Wife; but I hold my ſelf excuſeable, on Account 
of the Occaſion given; for your Brother's V Vife's own 
Character was as liable to Cenſure, as yours, and on an 
Account almoſt agdiſreputable, tho not criminal; which 
ought to have prevented (if Relation-ſhip could not do 
it) both him and her from reflecting on you, and your 
Character. 

Secondly, Another Particular that 1 take to be a very 
200d Proof, that I did not Male-treat you on the Diſcove- 


ry of your being a Cheat, and on my levetely ſuflering on 


that 
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K 
that Account, is, the following Paſſage, with which the 
third Article of your Libel againſt me in Doctort- Common: 
begins, viz. That about a Twelve-month after the Marri- 


age in the foregoing Article mention d, and Cnſummation of 


the ſame, He the ſaid John Spinke, finding that the Fortune 


of bis ſaid Wife was not ſo great as he expetled to have receiv d 


with her in Marriage, or that he did not receive it ſo ſoon as he 
expected, did, by Degrees, withdraw his pretended Love and 
Affections from her, and treated her with an Indifferency 
and Dilreſpect, which he had not formerly usd towards her, 
with a Deſign and Intent thereby to force her to 4 Conſent, 
that a Fine ſhould be levy'd for the ſelling of an Eſtate of 4- 
bout Two hundred Pounds per Annum, in Lands lying in 
Monmouthſhire, in the Principality of Wales, which was gi- 
den her by the Laſt Will and Teſtament of Sir John Wills 
ams, Baronet, deceas'd, wherein ſbe was nam d Executrix 
which ¶ for the procuring of her Peace and Quiet) ſhe accord- 
ingly did, in Hopes and Expectation of wen a better Uſage 
than he had before treated her nith : But inſtead thereof ( after 
he had fo ſecur d her ſaid Fortune to kimſelf  ) He the ſaid John 
Spinke did treat the ſaid Party Proponent his Wife, with the 

reateff Barbarity and Cruelty imaginable, by ſtriking and 
1 her on the Face, ſo that it was ail over diſcolour d with 
Blackneſs, &c. That I did, as you in and by the above- 
cited Paſſage of your Libel acknowledge, ſhew ſo much 
(at leaſt) Love and Aſfection for you, as that I did not 
treat you with an /ndifferency and Diſreſpect, during the 
Space of the firſt Tnelde months after we were marry'd, is 


undeniably Truth: But my, about the End of that Space 


of Time, by Degrees, withdrawing my pretended (as 
your Libel calls it) Love and Aﬀettions from you, and 
treating you thence forwards with an Indifferenty and Diſs 
reſpect, neither was, nor could be, for either of the Rea- 
fons your Libel ſuggelts, viz. either my finding your For- 
tune was not ſo great as I expected, or, that I did not re- 
ceive it ſo ſoon as I expected: For, as is evident from va- 
rious Parts of this Diſcourſe, (which fo far as Page 72, was 
actually printed off, before your Libel was exhibited) | 


had not been marry'd to you ſo long as One Month (nor, ) 


indeed, One Week) before I both knew that your Fortune 
would not be ſo great as from your own Report of it, 


expected, 


— TW) 


expected, and that I ſhould not of a long Time (if ever) 


receive any of it; and that too, if at all, by the Aſſiſtance 
of the Law. But the Truth of the Matter is, that 1 ha- 
ving marry'd you on the third Day of Faly 1705, not- 
withſtanding my preſently diſcovering you was a noto- 
fious Cheat, and notwithſtanding alſo my ſuffering Impri- 
ſenment, Cc. by Means thereof; yet, hoping you would 
prove an induſtrious and good Wife, I treated you with 
all the Civility, nay, Love and Affection, that I take to 


be due from a kind Husband to a blameleſs Wife, until 


the beginning of Auguſt 17:6, which is about the Length 
of Time your Libel ſuggeſts; at which Time, as I have 
before ſet forth at Page 9. Cc. I came to the Knowledge 
of your ſcandalous Intrigue with your dear Tommy the 
BUM, which was, indeed, the true Cauſe of my firſt 
withdrawing my (you may call it Pretended, if you pleaſe) 
Love and Affections from you, and treating you with an 
Indifferency 5 and your carrying on that Intrigue, and ſo 
far departing from the Duty of a Wife, as in Pages 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 of this Letter, has been re- 
lated, was the true Cauſe of my putting you on joining 
with me, in levying a Fine for ſettling: ſuch Interest as we 
had in Kavenhila Eſtate, on Mr. Cave for my Ule; as Mr. 
Cave, whom I then made privy to the Matter, can inform 
you. And your treating ine. as I have before (p. 18 and 
25.) declard, with Inſolence and ill Language, when I 
made known to you what I knew of your having for 
ſome Months carry'd on that ſcandalous Intrigue with 
Brooker, 1ntroduc'd the Treatment you receiv d from me, 
that your Libel, 1n the Paſſage before cited from 1t, calls 
Barbarity and Cruelty : But that that Treatment of you, who 
had been ſo much of a Cheat to me, and who had ſo ſcanda- 
louſly manag d an Intrigue with a BU, and who too 
had the Impudence to revile me, to my Face, when I told 
you of it, can juſtly be term'd either Barbarity or Cruelty, I 
do not yet believe. 3 

&. 22. The Beginning of this Letter very truly informs 
you, that your having put me into DoEtors-Commons, occa- 
ſion' d my writing it; and it was really wrote and printed 
oft, ſo far as Page 72, before your Libel was exhibited. 
And if what it contains from its SY to that Page, 
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and believes, was by Trade a Taylor; but knows not how he þ 


( 106 ) 1 cent 
be ſupported by the Proofs made in this Cauſe, began by Ham 
your ſelf, I can't by any Means be ſuſpected of having A 
done you Wrong in that Part of it; and, indeed, all that Nele 
follows Page 72, 1s but explanatory of what went before, deli 
So that your Libel being now exhibited, Witneſſes pro- % ( 


duc d, examin'd, and Publication paſs d, I can't forbeuf pon 


tranſcribing ſuch Paſſages from the Proofs, as ſupport the 
History and Charafter I have given of you; becauſe ſome bout 
Perſons may ſuſpect my Veracity, who will yet give Guns 
dit to Witneſſes examin'd upon Oath. The only Perſon Vick 
you have produc'd, and examin'd, that had any Intima- ſaid 
cy with you before J marry'd you, is Mr. Foſeph Wilſon, Chu) 
that marry%d your Siſter ; and, by that Means, as he de- 
pos'd in his n on your Libel, became acquain- %% 
ted with you about 18 or 19 Years ago, This Mr. Wil lohn 
Jon, being on the third of December 1711 examin'd on!“ 
your Libel, was, on the ſame Day, alſo examin'd on cer- %, 
tain /nterrogatories exhibited by me; to which he an- je % 


ſwer d Articulatim on Oath, as follows, vix. . 
Ad 1m. That the Producent' Father, as he hath heard I fi 


educated her, what Fortune he left her, or what he was worth". 
when he dyd; and this Reſpondent hath heard, and believe, Chi] 
ſhe was put out an Apprentice to one Thomas Wayland, « 
Wyer-Drawer ; but believes ſhe did not ſtay long with him. 
Ad 2m. That this Reſpondent did know Sir john WII, 
hams interrogate, and knew him about twelve Years, and be. Mr. 
came of acquainted with him by Means of the Producent, wh 
was his Houte-Keeper ; and this Reſpondent hath heard, 
and believes, that they livd and cohalited together for 18 « 
19 Tears; and this Reſpondent believes they usd to lye toge- 
ther, he naked with her naked, and he alone with her alone, 4 
his Chambers in Grays-Inn, and afterwards at one Mr. Wil- 
{on's, in Surry-Street in the Strand, as alſo at ſeveral other. 
Places in and about London, which he cannot now recolleb. 
And this Reſpondent has heard, and doth verily believe, that 
during the Time of their ſo cohabiting together, ſhe did believ: 
and know, that the ſaid Sir John was marry'd to a Lady then 


22 


/ 


alive, and 4 Perſon of Honour, being the Lord Pembrook's bro 
Daughter; and this Reſpondent hath heard the Produ- 
cent 


107 


_ 5 . 
by” Ad 3m. That the Producent, ſome Years ſince, and, as he 


believes, about the Year 1692, did pretend her ſelf to have been 
geliver d of a Female Infant, which ſhe pretended was begot- 
en on her Body by the ſaid Sir John Williams; and this Re- 
ſpondent very well knew ſuch Child, and knows that the ſaid 
Sir John Williams own'd the ſaid Child, and took Care a= 
lot its Education, by keeping ſuch Child in his own Lodg- 
Wings, and putting it to School, and providing for it with 

Victuals and Cloaths. And this Reſpondent kath ſeen the 
ſaid Sir John Williams's Will, wherein he mentions the ſaid 
Child as a Daughter of his, begotten on the Body of Elizabeth 


knows, that one Alice | was taken by the ſaid Sir 
V ſohn Williams to be that Child's Dry Nurſe, and that fhe 
continud ſeveral Years ſo to be. And this Reſpondent be- 
lieves, that ſuch Child was about twelve Years of Age when 
the ſaid Sir John Williams dy'd; and knows, that ſuch Child 
ud to call the ſaid Sir John Williams Father, and her (the 
Producent) Mather. And this Reſpondent believes, that 
%% Child was not begotten by the ſaid Sir John, ner born of 
% Body of the Producent ; this Reſpondent having heard 
her own, ſince the ſaid Sir John's Death, that it was not her 
Child. And this Reſpondent Vath heard, and believes, that 
ſuch Child was borrow'd of one Chambers, 4 poor Taylor's 
Wife, who livd in the Mint, and fobb'd on the ſaid Sir John 
il y the Producent. And this Reſpondent noms, that the ſaid 
* rs. Chambers nom keeps ſuch Child, and owns it to be her 


„an. And this Reſpondent hath heard it ſaid, that ſhe did, 


ame Time before the Birth of the ſaid Child, fob on the ſaid 
WM Sir John ANOTHER Child which dy'd ; and this Reſpon- 
dent never heard, nor does he believe, that ever any Child was 
born of her Body. 85 . 
Ad am. That this Reſpondent hath heard the ſaid Sir 
lohn ſay, that he was once catch'd in Bed with the Producent 
% another Man; «por which, a Quarrel aroſe between Ya 
Man and the ſaid Sir John ; but when the ſame happen'd, or 
nere, er who ſuch Man was, he doth not now remember. 


Ad sm. That this Reſpondent hath very often heard the 


5; Produccut ſcold, curſe, and ſwear at the ſaid Sir John, and 
=—_ „ call 
It 


ent J, that ſhe nas alſo marry'd to 'the ſaid Sir John Wil- 


I pritchard (the Producent) ; and this Reſpondent alſo 
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Call him ſeveral ill Names, as Dog, Rogue, Villain, and 
Juch like Names ; and this Reſpondent hath heard, and be- 
lieves, that in her Paſſion ſhe would throw Knives and other 
Things at him in a furious Manner; and this Reſpondent be- 
liev-s, at ſome of the Times wherein ſhe hath ſo ſcolded at the 
fail is hn in this Reſpondent's Preſence, ſhe might be in 
Drink. 

Ad 6m. That this Reſpondent. hath heard, and believes, 
that the Producent was, about 13 Years ſince, bound with Sir 
lohn for forty Peunds to one Charles Pledwell, an Apothe- 
cary in Norfolk-Strect, and a Creditor of the ſaid Sir John's, 
being ready Money borrow'd of him; and this Reſpondent 
hath heard, and believes, that the ſaid Sir John did make over 
force Eltate in Wales to her in Truft. | 

Ad 7m. That this Reſpondent hath heard, and believes, 


that the ſaid Sir John did make the Producent Executrix of 


ms Laſt Will and Teſtament, and thereby bequeath d to ker all 
Lis Interest in an Eſtate in Monmouthſhire, call d Kavenhila, 
ſubjest to a Redemption, in Caſe the Perſons enjoying the ſame, 
would pay the Sum of 739 J. to her, which Eſtate, call'd Ka- 
venhila, he believes to be the Eſtate mention'd in the Libel, 
on the which he hath been now examin'd ; and this Reſpon- 
dent hath heard, and believes, that the Perſons enjoying the 
fame, were one Roger Williams and Ann his Wife, And 
this Reſpondent hath heard the Miniſtrant ſay, that after his 
Marriage to her, he purchasd an Intereſt in the ſaid Eftate of 
oe Gabriel Odingſells, io whom the ſaid Roger Williams, 
and the ſaid Sir John fad condey d the ſame. And this Re- 
ipondent harh heard the Producent and Miniſtrant ſay, and 
believe, that they did, by Deed and Fine, ſettle their Intereſt 
in the ſaid Eſiate on one Mr. John Cave, as Security for Mo- 
rcy due to him from the Miniſirant, and then in Truſt for him, 
and is Heirs and Alſigns ; and that there hath been ſeveral 
Saits in Chancery between the ſaid Roger Williams and hi 
ſaid Wife, and the Miniſtrant and Producent, about the 
Jaid Eſtate, and between the {aid Miniſtrant and the ſaid Ga- 
briel Odingſclls. And this Reſpondent hath heard the Mi- 
niſtrant ſ , and believe the ſame to be true, that he did about 
three Pears ſince ſell all Fis and his ſaid Wife's Intereſt in'the 
faid Eſtate, to one John Stephens jor four hundred and fiſt) 
Pounds ; and that the ſaid John Stephens did refuſe or negletl 

10 


| ( 109 ) 

to pay the ſaid Money, until the Miniſtrant obtain d a Decree 
in Chancery for the ſame, together with Interest for the ſame, 
and Colts of Suit; and that the ſaid 450 l. with the Intere$t and 
Coſts of Suit, amounted to Five hundred, forty, and five Pounds, 
ir thereabonts. ' And this Reſpondent in February laſt was 
preſent, and ſaw the ſaid gun Stephens pay the Miniftrant 
300 1. in Part thereof, and give Security by Bond and Fudg- 
ment for 245 l. or thereaboats, for the remaining Part thereof, 
10 the ſaid Mr. Cave, and to the executing of which Security 
this Reſpondent was a Witneſs. And this Reſpondent hath 
heard it from ſeveral Perſon, and believes the ſame to be true, 
that one Mr. Thomas Morgan, preſuming that the ſaid Mo- 
ney ſo paid by the ſaid Stephens to rhe Miniſtrant, and ſe- 
gur d to the ſaid Cave for the Producent and Miniftrant's 
Intereſt in the ſaid Eſtate, ought to be deem d the Aﬀets of the 


ſaid Sir John hath fi'd a Bill in the Court of Chancery, ma- 


* 


king the Miniſtrant and the Producent, as ſhe is Executrix 
of the ſaid Sir John, the ſaid Roger Williams and his Wife, 


the ſaid John Stephens, and the ſaid John Cave, Parties ; 


hut this Reſpondent doth not know, or ever heard what were 
the Contents of ſuch Bill any otherwiſe, than that he therein 
pray'd to have his Principal, being about 176 l. and Intereſt 
due to him 77 ; and the InterefF thereof and Coſts, 
might be paid him out of the Moneys paid by the ſaid Ste- 
phens. And this Reſpondent hath alſo heard, and believes, 
that the ſaid John Stephens, about the Beginning of this pre- 


ſent Michaelmas Term, fd 4 Bill of Interpleadure, ma- 


king the ſaid Thomas Morgan, the ſaid John Cave, and 
the Miniſtrant, Parties, praying that he may pay the 245 l. 
into the Court, to the End that the ſaid Partics might inter- 
plead about it, and that it might be paid out of [burt to either 
of the ſaid Parties, to whom the ſaid Conrt [hin'd in Fuſtice 
deem the ſame of Right to belong. And this Reſpondent hath 
keard, and believes, that the ſaid Stephens hath paid the ſame 
into Court, according to the Prayer of ſuch Bill. And this Re- 
ſpondent believes, that the Miniſtrant hath expended ſo much 
Money about the ſaid Effate, that he is but a very ſmall Gainer 
ly his ever having any Intereſt therein, either in his own, or 
the Producent's Kight, | 

Ad $m. That this Reſpondent hath, in and by the Wil 
ef the ſaid Sir John Williams, ſeen hat he bath left to the 
h I | Producent, 
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Producent, and her pretended Daughter Elizabeth Williams, 
the Sum of Six hundred Pounds, and One thouſand Pounds: 
And this Reſpondent hath heard, and believes, that he left 
not Aſſets ſuſſicient 10 ſatis/y ſuch his ſaid Legacies, nor any 
Part of them; and that he dyd ſeveral thouſand Pounds in 
Delt, and that he left few or no Aﬀets to pay off and diſcharge 
the ſame, unleſs the jaid Eſtate of Kavenhila. And this Re- 
ſpondent &nows, that the ſaid Sir John did for ſeveral Years 
live in White-Fryers, as in 4 Place of Security from his Cre- 
ditors; and this Reſpondent knows, that he was indebted to 
this Reſpondent Brother Two hundred and forty Pounds for 
Diet aud Lodging, which ke never paid him. 

Ad om. That this Reſpondent hath ſeveral Times, within 
three, four, or five. Tears laſt paſt, heard the Producent call 
the Miniftrant Dog, Rogue, Villain, and ſuch like Names, 


and curſe him behind his Back. And this Reſpondent, about 


four Years ſince, to his beſt Remembrance of the Time, did hear 
her ſay, that ſhe had flung a Mug at him, and had thereby cut 
| 7 © | | EM 

Ad Icom. That he believes the Producent was in Debt, 
when ſhe marryd the Miniſtrant, about forty Pounds. 

Ad 11m. That he knows, That the Producent, at the T ime 
of her Marriage to the Miniſtrant, kept the fobb'd Child pre- 
depos d of, and afterwards brought it Home with her to the Mi- 
niſtrant'? Habitation, and the Miniſtrant maintain d the ſaid 
Child, until the Impoſture became diſcover d. And this Re- 
ſpondent hath heard, and believes, that upon ſuch Diſcovery, 
eiter tie Producent or Miniſtrant went to its real Father and 
Mother, who then liv'd in the Mint, and that they onn'd the 
faid Child to be theirs. And this Reſpondent &nows, they did 
gwn it to be theirs, and as ſuch, receiv'd it into their Habita- 
tion, and kave ſince kept, and provided for it, he having been 


ſeveral Times with them at their Lodging in the Mint ſince 
then, where the Child lives, 


Ad 12m. 

Ad 13m. That he doth know, that the Miniſtrant hath with 
is oxn Money purchas'd in a Bond of eighty Pounds, for the 
Payment of forty Pounds to Mr. Charles Pledwell, in which 
the Producent was hound nith the ſaid Sir John Williams. 


And this Reſpondent alſo knows, that he did with Fis own Mo- 


ney, Viz. One Pound ſixteen Shillings and fixx Pence, alſo 
135 purchaſe 


. 6 
purchaſe three Bonds executed by the ſaid Sir John Williams, 
to ſecure the Payment of the Sum of Two hundred and thirty 
eight Pounds, er thereabbuts. „ 

Ad 14m. That this Reſpondent believes, that the Mini- 
rant, preſently after his Marriage to the Producent, became 
engagd in ſevera. Suits in Chancery, concerning Affaire 
nhich his Marriage intereſted him in, and that he therein ne- 
ceſſarily expenaed ſom: hundred Pounds of his own Money 
And this Reſpondent verily believes, that for Satisfaction of 
the ſame his occaſional Expences, Liſs of Time, Trouble, and 
Perplexities, he never came into ſo much as Ten Pounds, o- 
the Value thereof, in the Money or Effects of the ſaid Sir John 
Williams, or of the Producent's, e-rcepting on'y the ſaid Mo- 
ney paid by the ſaid Stephens, as predepesd. 

Ad 15m. That he doth belicve, that the Difficulties the ſaid 
Marriage brought the Miniſtrant into, did oblige him to make 
himſelf a Priſoner in the Fleet, that he might avoid Actions 


being brought againſt him; and this Deponent hath keard the 


Miniſtrant ſay, that whilſt he nas a Priſoner, ſhe held and 
carry'd on a Correſpondency with one Brooker, formerly a Sol- 
dier, ard then a Bayliff's Follower ; and that ſhe ſometimes 
treated him, and at oiher Times was treated by him; and that 
ſhe had lodg d at a Brandy-Shop in Deptford, which Brook- 
er asd; and that ſhe biyght a Gold Ring, wkich coſt about 
28 8. for tie ſaid Brooker ; and this Reſpondent Fath once 
heard her own, when the Minitrant charg'd her with baying 
the ſaid Ring, that ſhe did buy the ſame. 

Ad 16m. That this Reſpondent believes, that the Prolu- 
cent, in her Paſſion, and whillt ſhe liv'd nith the Miniftraut, 
might curſe and ſwear. | 
Ad 17m. 


Ad 18m. That this Reſpondent hath ſereral Times heard 


the Producent's Mother wifh, that the Producent Lad never 
been born, becauſe of her looſe Life, and giving lerſelf over 
to Paſſion. | | 

Ad 19m. 

Ad 20m. 

Ad 21m. 6 . 

Ad 22m. That he cannot, of his own Knowledge, depuſe to 
the Incomes and Profits of the Miniftrant ; and this Re- 
inondent believes, that his Extences in printing and diſper- 
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(112) 
ſing printed Bills, for Drugs, Medicines, Chymical Prepara- 
tions, Houſe-Rent, Houſe-keeping, Pariſh-T axes, and Servants 
Wages, and his Di:barſements ſince the Time of his Marriage, 
have been very chargeable to him; and that by his being oblig d 
to neglect his own Buſineſs, to attend the litigated Affairs his 


' ſaid Marriage bronght him into, his removing from Place to 


Place, and Diſreputation of marrying the Producent, his Pra- 
flice of Phyſick hath been much prejudic'd, and his Annual In- 
come thence ariſing, much leſſer than in Times paſt it had been. 

Ad 23m. That he doth not know, or ever heard of any o- 


ther Matter or Thing concerning the Premiſes in Queſtion, 


or any of them which do, or may, relate to the Benefit and Ad- 


uantage of the Miniſtrant, any otLerwiſe than as he hath pre- 


depos d, ſo far as he can remember. | | 
Ad 24m. Reddit veras Cauſas Scientiz ſug ut ſupra. 


Joſeph Wilſon. 
As this Mr. Wi/ſon has ſhewn himſelf your Friend, in 


having done more good Offices for you, ſince you've liv'd 
from me, than all your other Relations, and was pro- 


duc'd by you, not me, for a Witneſs in this Cauſe, it muſt 
be imagine d that he favour'd you in the above-written 
Reſponſes (wherein you are call d the Producent, and I am 
intitul'd the Miniſtrant) to my Interrogatories, as much as 
he could, without being guilty of Perjury; yet from what 
is contain'd in his ſaid Reſponſes, (or Anſwers) the moſt 
material Matters charg'd on you in this Letter, are, in 
ſome Meaſure, provd. And I ſee nothing in his ſaid 


Anſwers neceſſary to be explain'd, ſaving the latter Part 


of his Anſwer to the third Interrogatory, and his entire 


_ Anſzer to the fourth. Having in the former Part of his 


Anſwer to the third Interrogatory, effettually (tho' J ſup- 
pole unwillingly) prov'd your having fobb'd one Child (a 
Girl) on Sir 7% n Williams, he proceeds, and ſays, he hath 
heard it ſaid, that you did ſome Time before the Birth of that 


| Child, fob on the ſaid Sir John Williams ANOTHER 


Child which dyd! By this OTHER Cild, Mr. Nilſon has 
told mc, ſince his Examination, (but not, as I remem- 
ber, ever before) he meant a Child you procur'd from a 
Begg ar-WVowan, and pretended to lie in of at a Houſe in 

ve | or 


— md 


F TNUN—— T . , , e! AS 22 OED Þ»_ 


Cup) 

or near Red-Lyon- Square in Holborn, where the Parjſh=Offi- - 
cers finding you out, and threatening your Lachſbip 
(whom they did not know) with Bridewell, unleſs. you 
produc'd the Father of the Child, or Security to indem- 
nify their Pariſh from its becoming chargeable thereto, 
you ſent to Sir Fohn Williams, who thought himlielf its 
Father, and who (rather than appear himſelf) prevaild 
with this Mr. Zoſeph Wilſon's Brother, John Wilſm, men- 
non d before, (p. 94.) to wait on the faid Parith-Officers, 
and to give them his own Security for the Indemnifica- 
tion of their Pariſh ; which he did, and thereby reſcu'd 

your Ladyſhip from the Danger you were in of receiving 

your juſt Demerits. Well therefore might Mr. Wilſon ac- 
knowledge, when ask'd concerning it on Oath, that he 

has heard of this other fobb'd Child, his own Brother ha- 
ving been Security for it to the Pariſh ; but this Child, 
it ſeems, dy d; and that (I'm told) very young. Whe-, 
ther this was the Child, at the pretended Birth of which, 
Mrs. Davenport (p. 105.) lent youthree Pounds, J am not cer- 
tain, but I thick it was, not; for I am told there Was 
yet an OTHER Child, of which you (before the Birth of 
the before-mention'd Girl, but whether before or ſince 
you pretended to lie in of one in or near Ked-Lyon-Square,, 
I am not informed) pretended to lie in at a Houſe near 
the Horſe-Ferry in Meſtminſter, and which you alſo fobb'& 
on Sir John Williams ; and which, it dying about three 
Years old, he caus'd to be interr'd in Weſtminſter-Abbey. 
This laſt mention'd Child, as alſo Mrs. Chambers's Girl, 1 
am told, the ſaid Mrs. Davenport (as good a Woman as. 
your felt ) help'd you to, and lent you Money to ſupport: 
(p. 107.) your pretended Lyings in. And ſhe ought. not 
(lays your Nurſe Alice) to grudge at your never having 
repay. d her her Money, becauſe you have, ſince then, ap- 


pear d in her the ſaid Mrs. Davenport's and her Husband's, 
Behalf at the Old-Baily, and there took an Oath 


which fav'd them both from being Hang d (as ſome ſtill 
think they deſery'd to have been) tor Money-Qippers. Of 
Mrs. Chambers's Girl, you pretended to lie in at one Mr. 
Hummens's, in or near Ader manlury, in the City. The. 
Concluſion. of my third Interrogaritory, extorted from Mr. 
Wilſon the Words with which oy arr thexeto concludes, 
1 e | | vix. 
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wit, That be never heard, nor does believe, that ever any 
Child was born of your Body. In the Beginning of his An. 


ſwer to your Libel, he Jepoſeth, That he bath known you 


for about eighteen or nineteen Years, and firſt knew, and be- 
came acquainted with yow by Means of his courting, and mar- 
Hing your Siſter. Your Siſter having liv'd with this Mr, 
Wilſon, her Husband, from about the Year 1692, until 
her Death, which bappen'd about a Year and half ago, 
is it probable that you can have been the Mother of any 
one Child, and he neither have heard of it, nor believe 
it? Certainly no; eſpecially when it ſhall have been 
conſider d too, that your Mother has been his Ledger, as 
well as your Sifer his Wife, for many Years paſt, if not 
from the Time of his Marriage. He would certainly have 
heard as well of your real, as of your pretended Hing 
in, if you'd ever had any; at leaſt Tam, and I believe T 
ever ſhall be, of that Opinion. I proceed now to ex- 
plain Mr. Wilſon's Anſwer to my fourth Interrogatory, 
which I inſerted, becauſe I ſometime before heard, that 
before you liv'd with Sir John Williams, you was kept as 
a Oncabine by a Durch-man, who catching (p. 91.) Sit 


John in Bed with you, turn d you oft. 'Fhe ſaid fourth 


Interreg atory was penn d in the Words following, vir, 


Item, Was not the Producent kept as 4 Concubine by one 
Van —— an Out-landiſh Man, during which Time did he not 


tale her in Bed with an other Man, and thereupon deſerted and 


turn d her off * If yea, when, where, and with whom was 


other 
who 

ceive 
ex pre 
derſtc 
that < 
ſpeak 
that y 
liams, 
have, 
on Si 
ſon's 

pudene 
and t 
and 
have 
of thi 
terrog, 
he 4 
lain, 
p. 22 
ar ! 

Dual, 
Your 
vour 

an y 
ome. 
e live 


ſhe ſo kept, catch'd, or taken, as you know, believe, or have zd 1; 
heerd ? To which Interrogatory Mr. Wilſon, as we have hick 
ſeen before, anſwer'd, That he hath heard the ſaid Sir John Anſw 
ſay, that he mas once catch'd in Bed with you by an other Man, I Mr. 


* 


Concubine by an other Man; and that he hath depos d, al matel 
Jed i 


with you by an other Man, and that thereupon a Quar- 


which a Quarrel happen'd between ſuch Man and the 
2id Sir John ; bat when the ſame happen d, or where, or who Ixhibi 
fach Man was, he doth not now remember. Thus you ſee follow 
that Mr. Wilſon was interrogated concerning your being 
catch'd in Bed with one Man, whilſt you was kept as 4 


he hath heard Sir 70% ſay, ke was once catch'd in | 
naint 


rel happen d between ſuch Man, and him the faid Sit Ii D; 
Fehn; and hoy this can be underſtood to have happen d 


otherwiſe 


(115) 
otherwiſe than of your being then a Concubine to the Man, 
who catch'd you in Bed with Sir John, I can't well con- 
WW ccive : Nor can I conceive that Mr. Wilſon would have 
expreſs d his An ſwer in the Words he has, had he not un- 
derſtood it fo himſelf, which he has told me he did; and 
that N Williams was not the only Perſon he has heard 
ſpeak of it. I am therefore even compell'd to believe, 
that you was a Strampet before you liv'd with Sir John Mil- 


Gy —_—_—_—= » ov” 
> 


have, in your Time, fobb'd THREE Children (if no more) 
on Sir John Williams! And yet, as appears from Mr. Wil- 
ſon's Anſwer to my fifth Interrogatory, you had the /m+ 
pudence very often to ſcold, curſe, and ſwear at Sir John, 
and to call him Dog, Rogue, Villain, and to throw. Knives 
and other Things at him in a furious Manner! as you 
have often treated me, as may be ſeen at p. 22, 35 Cc. 
of this Letter, and as Mr. Wilſon's Anſwer to the ninth In- 
terrogatory dotlt alſo prove: For he there depoſes, that 
he hath ſeveral Times heard you call me Dog, Rogue, Vil- 
ain, curſe me behind my Back, and own, (as I related 
p. 22 and 36.) that you 1 a Mug at me that cut my 
ar! An excellent Lady you, to keep (as you pretend) 


Quality Company. I think 75 ought rather to return to 
e 
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your Unkle Wayland, whoſe Apprentice you was, that by 
your Labour, at the Wyer-Wheel, you might both main- 
ain your ſelf, and prevent his being any longer (as for 
ome Years he has been) a weekly Charge to-the Par 
e lives in. As to the 12th, 17th, 19th, 2oth, 21ſt, and 
2d Interrogatories, they related, it feems, to Matters with 
hich Mr. Milſon was unacquainted, and ſo he made no 
\n{wer to them. | N 
Mr. John Cave being, on the 29th of Fanuary 1711-12, 
xamin'd on the firſt and ſecond Articles of an Alig ation 
xhibited by me, and admitted in the Cauſe, anſwer d as 
ollows, viz. ; SLES Ko 


r e D, 2, hay, OT. WH 


Ad 1m. That he this Deponent hath known, and been in- 


his Cauſe, for about ten Tears lait; pat, and ſo became ac 
winted with him by his the ſaid ſohn Spinke's becoming 
bis Depdghr's Client, he thit Deponent being an Attor- 


r ew WL ID to... OQ 


liams, and to more than one Man at a Time; and that you 


mately acquainted with John Spinke, the Producent in 


Q 2 ney. 
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ponent ſaith, that ſome ſbort Time before Chriſtmas 1705 


Jaid Wife, as Executrix as aforeſaid; the ſaid Gabriel Od 


| C 116 
ney of Fer Majeſty's Court of Queen's Bench. And this De- 
ei alſo known the articulate Elizabeth Spinke fer 
etween' five and ſix Years, and knew her as ſhe then became 
the Wife # the ſaid John Spinke. Aud he ſaith, that ſoon 
e aid Marriage of them the ſaid John and Elizabeth 
pinke, which Elizabeth he hath heard, and believes, na 
Exccutrix of the Laſt Will and Teſtament of Sir John Wil— 
tiams, Baronet, deceas'd, wherein there was a Devilee of ay 
Eſtate, calld Kavenhila, in the County of Monmouth, t 
her the ſaid En, RW to a Redemption, in Caſe the 
preſent Owners, or Poſſeſſors thereof, would pay to her the ſaid 
Elizabeth the Sum of Seven hundred Pounds, he the ſaid 
John Spinke informing this Deponent, that one Gabriel 
Oddingſells had ſore Writings relating to the ſaid Eſtate, 
he this Deponent, the ſaid John Spinke, and the ſaid Eli. 
zabeth, went together to the Lodgings of the 15 Gabriel, then 
at th Bolt and Tun Inn in Fleetfireet, London, to deſirt 
him to deliver up ſuch Writings to the ſaid John Spike, 
which he rhe ſaid Gabriel refusd ro do; but at the ſame Tim: 


Producd and ſhewd them Conveyances by Leaſe and Re 


teaſe, bearing Date on or about the 21ſt and 22d Days of De- 
cember 1696, which hc then alledg'd were executed by one Ro- 
ger Williams, and the ſaid Sir Jotm Williams, deceasd, u 
him the ſaid Oddingſells. And this Deponent then read 
them over, and thereby found, that by ſuch Deeds the Revet 
ſion of the ſaid Eſtate was ſettled on the ſaid Gabriel Odding- 


ſells, his Heirs and Aſſigns, for ever, after the ſaid Rope! 


Williams's Death, he or they paying to Ann, the ſaid Rog 
Williams's Wife, One kandred Pounds yearly fer her Life, | 


Caſe ſhe fhoaid ſurvive her ſaid Husband. And this Dept 


nent ſaith, that abont July 1705, the ſaid John Spinke pw 
chas'd the ſaid Oddingſells's Intereft in the ſaid Eſtate fi 


One hundred and twenty nine Pounds, 4s he verily b: 


lieves ; for that ke hath ſince ſeen the Decds of Purchaſe ther: 


of, and was preſent when the ſaid John Spinke agreed nit 


the ſaid Oddingſells for the Purchaſe thereof, And this De 


to his be$F Remembrance of the Tims. the ſaid Roger William 
Fd a Bill in Chancery a9ain#t the ſaid John Spinke, 


dingſells, and others, ſetting forth (inter alia) that neichs 
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1 
the ſaid Sir John Williams, or Oddingſells, ever had any; 
other Intereſt in the ſaid Eſtate, or the'Reverſion thereof, than 
a bare Truſt, and praying that all the pretended Conveyances 
thereof made by- the ſaid Roger Williams, to the Nr Sir 
John and Oddingſells, might be ſet aſide, as obtain d without 
4 valuable Confideration, and only in Truſt for the ſaid Ro- 
ger Williams, and his Heirs, or to that Effect; to which Bill 
the ſaid John Spinke, and his Wife, were forc'd to put in 
of their Anſwers, and to file a Croſs-Bill againſt the Poon Ro- 
ef ger Williams, and his Wife, ſeeking to have affirm d their In- 
af tereftsin the ſaid Eſtate ; and pray d that the ſaid R. Williams, 
and his Wife, who were the Poſſeſſors, and in/jted to be Owners 
thereof, might pay Seven hundred Pounds to the ſaid John 
spinke, according to the Deviſe of the faid Sir John Willi- 
|| ams in his 2 Will; and alſo what other Moneys the ſaid 
| John Spinke had paid, and ſecur d to be paid, to the ſaid 
| Oddingſells, for his ſaid Intereſt in the ſaid Eſtate, or be fore- 
ol clos'd all Equity of Redemption; which Anſwers and Croſs- 
| Bill, tis Deponent, as their Attorney, drew up, and put 
into the Court of Chancery. And this Deponent farther 
ſaith, That the ſaid Roger Williams, and his ſaid Wife, in 
their ſeveral Anſwers to the ſaid Bill, inſſſted, that the ſaid 
Eſtate was the Paternal Eſtate of the ſaid Roger Williams; 
and that the ſaid Sir John Williams never kad any other 
Eſtate, or Intereſt therein, than in Truſt for him the ſaid Ro- 
ger Williams; and had no Right or Power to charge the 
ſaid Eftate with Seven hundred Pounds, or with any Sum 
whatever ; of which Anſwers, this Deponent took an Office- 
Copy from the Chancery-Othce ; and thereupon, the ſaid 
John Spinke was oblig'd to file a Bill in Chancery again#t 
the ſaid Gabriel Oddingſells, ſeeking to have been reliev d 
ag ainſt the ſaid John Spinke's ſaid Purchaſe from him, (this 
Deponent drawing and filing the ſaid Bill). And this Depo- 
nent ſaith, that the ſaid Gabriel thereunto pat in his Anſwer; 
therein affirming, that he did believe that the ſaid Sir John 
Williams, or Nees Williams, or one of them, had good 
Right w convey the Reverſion thereof, 4s had been by them 
done to him; and that he had, bona Fide, paid more than 
One hundred Pounds in the Life-tizie of the ſaid Sir John 
Williams, on the Security of the faid Conveyance made, as 
oforeſaid, to him by the ſaid Roger Williams and Sir John 
PS | Willlams 
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(ns) 
Williams, of the Reverſion of the ſaid Eftate, and inſited to 


| be paid the ſaid One hundred and twenty nine Pounds, or 


to that Effect. And this Deponent ſaith, That the ſaid John 
Spinke having poſſeſs d himſelf, by Conveyances of Leale and 
Releaſe, of what Eſtate and Intereſt the ſaid Oddingſells had 
in the ſaid Re verſion of the ſaid Eſtate, and the ſaid Deviſe 
relating to the ſame in the ſaid Sir John Williams's ſaid Will 
contain d, having ſettled what Intereſt the ſaid Sir John Wil- 


liams had (is any) therein on the ſaid John Spinke's ſaid £N/ 


Wife, ( ſubject only to a Redemption as pre-depos d) the ſaid 
Joh, Spinke, and his Wiſe, nere by him this Deponent ad- 


vis d, by levying a Fine, and other proper Deeds, to unite ſuch 
Intereſt as they had in the ſaid Eſtate, which was in or about 


November 1706 done accordingly, this Deponent drawin 
the Deeds for that Purpoſe, and ſeeing them executed, and 


one of the ſaid Deeds declaring. the Uſes of the ſaid Eine, the 


ſaid John Spinke and his ſaid Wife's Intereſts (whatever the 
ſame were) in the ſaid Eſtate were ſettled on this Deponent, 
46 4 Security for Money then due from the ſaid John Spinke 
to this Deponent, or what ſhould. become due to this Deponent, 
and then in Truſt for the ſaid John Spinke, and his Heirs 
and Aſſigns, for ever, or to the like Effect. Aud this Depo- 
nent farther ſaith, that pending all the above-mention'd Suits, 


one Mr. John Stephens having firſt, as this Deponent be- 


lieves, marry'd the Niece and Heireſs apparent of the ſaid Ro- 
ger Williams, and in the Year 1797 purchas d the ſaid Ro- 
ger Williams's and his ſaid Wife's Intereſt in the ſaid Eſtate 
for Six hundred and eighty Pounds, or thereabouts ; and 


' having at the ſame Time, as this Deponent alſo believes, ta- 


ken upon him to abide the Event of the before-mention'd Suits 


and Controverſies, on the behalf of the ſaid Roger Williams, 


and then ſtill depending between the ſaid Roger Williams and 
his jaid Wife, and the ſaid John Spinke and his ſaid Wife, re- 


' lating to the ſaid Eſtate; and having, as this Deponent alſo 


believes, by Conweyances from the ſaid Roger Williams and 
his ſaid Wife, g ain d the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Eſtate ; and the 


ſaid Stephens being alſo well apprix d, as this Deponent alſo 


believes, that altho' the ſaid Sir John Williams never had 
any Interest in the Reverſion of the ſaid. Eſtate, than a bare 
Truſt (Cas the ſaid Roger Williams and his ſaid Wife, in 
their ſaid Anſwers to the ſaid John Spinke, and 9 1755 
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Wife's ſaid Bill fd again#t them had ſworn); and altho' ze 


had alſo, es this Deponent verily believes, by aConveyance, 
wherein he join d with the ſaid Roger Williams, convey d tha 


Truſt to Oddingſells; yer, ſceing, as be alſo believes, that 


the ſaid Oddingſells' ſaid Interelt was ſupported, or rather 
founded on 4Conveyance executed by the ſaid Roger Williams, 
as well as by the ſaid Sir John Williams; and that he the 
ſaid Oddingſells had, bona Fide, (as be had in his ſaid An- 
{wer to the ſaid Bill, that the ſaid John Spinke fil'd againſt 
him, ſworn, and offer d to prove) advancd Money on the Se- 
curity of that Conveyance ; and that tbe ſaid John Spinke had 


urchas d in the Manner, and for the Conſideration, aforeſaid, 


bh ſaid Oddinglells's amend. in the ſaid Eſtate, he the ſaid 


Stephens could neither compel the ſaid John Spinke to give 


nor convey his ſaid Intereſt in and to the ſaid Eſtate, without 
firt agreeing with him for the Money he had paid and ſecur d 
to be paid for, and expended about the Intereſt he kad purchat d 
herein; whereupon the ſaid Stephens, as this Deponent hath 
heard and believes, about July 1708, propos d to the ſaid John 
Spinke, to prevent farther Trouble and Expences in Law, to 


ive the ſaid John Spinke, in full Satisfaction ſor his Law- 


Charges with the ſaid Roger Williams and the ſaid Ann his 
life, and for his the ſaid John Spinke's and his ſaid Wife's 
jntereft in and to the ſaid Eſtate, Four hundred and fifty 
Pounds. And this Deponent hath alſo heard, and _— 


hat the ſaid John Spinke did agree to accept the ſame. And 


hs Deponent hath ſeen Articles of Agreement between the 
id Stephens, and the ſaid John Spinke, whereby the ſaid 
Stephens covenanted to pay the ſaid 4501. on or about the 
24th Day of December, 1708. But the ſaid Stephens not 
ging the ſame according to the ſaid Articles, he the ſaid 
John Spinke employ'd this Deponent to commence , and ac- 
irdingly this Deponent did commence a Suit in Chancery 
gains the ſaid John Stephens, to compel him to a ſpecifick 
erlormance of the ſaid Articles. And this Deponent ſaith, 
lat ſoon after Michaelmas-Term, 1710, and on or about 
e 30th Day of November 1710, the ſaid Cauſe came to 4 


caring before His Honour the Maſter of the Rolls, who 


u pleas'd to decree, that the ſaid Stephens ſhould pay the 
id 450 1. 10 the ſaid John Spinke, «nd Intereſt from the 
ime the ſame ought to have been paid, and Colts of _ ; 

| + | | WHICH 


| (126: ), Co 
which ſaid 450 l. and Intereſts, and Coſts of Suit, was then 
cumputed by this Deponent, and. agreed to by the ſaid Ste- 
s, to amount to Five hundred and forty five Pounds, 

And this Deponent ſaith, that ke was preſent, and ſaw the 
ſid Stephens, on or about the 24th Day of February laf 
ft, pay the ſaid John Spinke the Sam of. Three hundred 
. in Bank-Bills, in Part of the ſaid Money. And 
this Deponent then took from the ſaid Stephens 4 Security, by 
Mortgage, Bond, and Judgment, for the Payment of Iwo 
hundred and forty five Pounds, the remaining Part of the 
ſaid Money, on the 25th Day of Auguſt lat, to him this De- 
nent, in Part of Money then owing to this Deponent from 
the ſaid John Spinke; and thereupon, he the ſaid John 
Spinke, and this Deponent, by Conveyances of Leaſe and Re- 
leaſe, bearing Date on or about the 22d and 23d Days of the 
ſaid Month of February laſt, convey'd all their Intereſt in the 
ſaid Eftate'to the ſaid John Stephens, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
for ever, purſuant to the ſaid Articles of Agreement and De- 
cree. Aud this Deponent ſaith, That about this Time Twelve 
month, one Thomas Morgan, of Lincolns-Inn, Gent. pre- 
ſuming, as this Deponent believes, that the ks Money ſo 
paid by, the ſaid Stephens t the. ſaid John Spinke, and ſecur d 


to be paid to this Deponent, for his the ſaid John Spinke'; 


ſaid Intereſt in the ſaid Eſtate, ought to be deem d the Aſſets of 


the ſaid Sir John Williams, did file a Bill in the ſaid Court 
of Chancery, making the ſaid John Spinke, his ſaid Wife, a 


Executrix of the ſaid Sir John Williams, the ſaid Roger 


Williams, and his ſaid Wife, the ſaid John Stephens, and 


this Deponent, Parties, ſetting forth (inter alia) that the 
ſaid Sir John Williams being juſtly indebred to him the ſaid 
Thomas Morgan in One hundred and ſeventy fix Pounds, 
two Shillings and three Pence, be the ſaid Morgan did in 
Hillary-Term, 1703, recover Judgment againff the ſaid Sir 

ohn Williams for the ſaid Sum, or the Penalty of double the 
ſaid Sum; but never was paid the ſame, nor any Part thereof; 


and that the ſaid Sir John Williams dy'd ſeiz/d in Fee f 


certain Lands, which he bequeath'd to the ſaid John Spinke: 
ſaid Wife, ſubject to a Redemption in Caſe the ſaid Roger Wil. 
hams and Ann his Wife, would pay 700 l. to the ſaid John 
Spinke's Wife, as Executrix of the ſaid Sir John Williams 
and that the ſaid John Spinke's Wife had prov'd his Will, 0 

| | | Aftermwar. 
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— 

afterwards inter- Marry d nith the ſaid John Spinke ; and that 
thereupon the ſaid John Spinke and his ſaid Wife, had poſ- 
ſeſs'd themſelves of all the ſaid Sir John Williams's Ferſo- 
nal Eſtate, and were intituld to have the ſaid Real Eſtate, 
or the ſaid 700 1. and pray d that he might be paid his Prin- 
cipal, Intereſts, and Coſts, due on the ſaid Judgment, or to 
that Effect; this Deponent having taken out a Copy of the 
ſaid Bill. And this Deponent ſaith, T hat about the Begin- 
ning of Michaelmas-Term laf, the ſaid Stephens fd a Bill 
of Interpleadure, (of which this Deponent took 4 Copy from 
the Court of Chancery_) making the ſaid Thomas Morgan, 
this Deponent, and the ſaid John Spinke, Parties, praying 


that he may pay the ſaid Two hundred forty five Pounds 


into Conrt, to the End that it may be paid out again to either 
the ſaid Mr. Morgan, this Deponent, or the ſaid John 
Spinke, 4s the ſaid Court ſhall in Fuſtice deem the ſame in 
good Right to belong to either the one or the ot er of them; 
which Suits are fill pending. And this Deponent ſaith, That 
there have been ſix Suits commenc'd in Chancery, in which 
the ſaid John Spinke either hath been, or is Plaintift or De- 
fendant, in Relation to the ſaid Eſtate, or the ſaid 4501. 
which the ſaid Stephens agreed to give the ſaid John Spinke 
& his and his Wife's Intereſt therein; in which Suits, this 

eponent hath acted as his Sollicitor. And this Deponent 
ſaith, that therefore he verily believes in his Conſcience, that 
the ſaid John Spinke is very much a Looſer, and in Danger 
of being more ſo, by having had, either in his Wife's Right, or 
his own, any Intereſt in the ſaid Eſtate. 

Ad 2m. That within ſome Time after tie ſaid John Spinke 
had inter-marry'd with the ſaid Elizabeth, he was arreſted by 
one Anthony Hilton in an Aclion of Fifty Pounds, 46 4 
Debt due to him, contracted by her before Marriage, in which 
Sait this Deponent was employd by him as his Attorney. 
And this Deponent hath heard, and believes, that he was 
threaten'd to be arreſted by a Surgeon, for ſome Moneys due 
from her before her Marriage. And this Deponent ſays, 
That one Mr. Norris, one of the Aſſignees of a Commiſſion 
of Bankrupcy of 4 Mercer who liv'd on Ludgate-Hill, and 


= whoſe Name he does not now remember, told this Deponent, 


that there was a Debt of Fifteen Pounds dae and owing to 


© ite aid Mercer, for Goods ſold _ deliver d to the ſaid Eli- 


zabcih 


Ce > - — 

* 8 "I 
3 * 
2 2 — 


. 


N 
9 
* 
ey 
I} 
it 
4 
5 
"x 
($4. 
+ * 
1 
* 
:v , 
v5 
> 
1 1 
* 55 : 
** 
Cs 
"»%, © 
A 
53 
OS, 
% 

1 . 1 
1 
o 4 * 
6.85 

4 
9 
4 : + 
: . 
oY 
N 
„ 
> 
* i 

d 


© 
i$+5 
46 
4 
4 
1 
* 


— 
2 2 
2 * b 
r 
Soo. Bn * 4 — — 
* — 
1 — 


—.— — — 
F a -** ws 


— — — 
= 


$5 © 


"C2396 3; 
zabeth before her Marriage to the ſaid John Spinke , and 
this Deponent ſoon afterwards was inform d by an Officer of 
the Poultry Compter, that he had reccivd Orders to arreſ 
him for the 2 ; and thereupon this Deponent, and the ſaid 

5 Spinke, went to the ſaid Mr. Norris, under Pretence to 
eg Time, that he might enquire into the Matter, which the 
ſaid Mr. Norris granted. And he farther ſaith, That witkin 
a ſhort Time afterwards, he the ſaid John Spinke was 4 
threatcn'd to be arreſted upon a Bond from her in the Penalty 
of Eighty Pounds, for Payment of Forty Pounds and Inte- 
reſt, bearing Date in the Tear 1695, which Bond this Depo- 
nent afterwards ſaw, but hath forgot to whom the ſame was 
due; but ſaith, that ke knows the ſaid John Spinke was 
forc d to compound the ſame. And this Deponent ſaith, that 
for and by Reaſon of ſuch Debts and ill Circumſtances, which 
he believes he was brought into Ly bis ſaid Wife, he the ſaid 
John Spinke, about Chriſtmas after ſach his ſaid Marriage, 
was forc d and did make himſelf 4à Priſoner in the Fleet Pri- 
fon, London. And this Deponent doth verily believe in 
his Conſcience, that for and by Reaſon of the ſaid Suits in 
Chancery by him predepos'd of, and other Suits in Law and 
Equity, occaſion d by his ſaid Wife, he the ſaid John Spinke 
kath laid out and neceſſarily expended upwards of the Sum f 
Five hundred Pcunds, And this Deponent doth alſo we- 


1i.y believe in his Conſcience, that in Ciſe the ſaid 545 l. : 


kim predepos d of, ſhall be adjudg d in Chancery to be the Al- 
ſets of the ſaid Sir John W 5 
pending in Chancery can be ended, it will farther coft hin 


the Sum of Three or four hundred Pounds, if he can po 


or raiſe the ſame, which this Deponeut believes he is no Way 
capable of doing, | 
John Care. 


Mary Nuly being on the ſaid 28th of Fannary 1711-1? 
examin'd on tome of the Articles of the ſaid Alligation, in An 
{wer to the ſaid 4th Article thereof, depos d as follows, viz 


Ad 4m. That when this Deponent firſt came to be a Ser 
want to the ſaid John and Elizabeth Spinke, they the ſai 
John aud Elizabeth /ivd together, and ſo continu d to live tl 
gether till about three Months afternards; at which 1 1 


illlams, before the ſaid Suits non“ 


in 


ſaid John Spinke put her the ſaid Elizabeth into 2 Mad- 
Houſe, ſince which Time ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth hath not liv'd © 
with the ſaid John Spinke her Husband. And this Depo- 
nent ſaith, that within the ſaid Time of their ſo living toge- 
ther, as predepos'd, this Deponent obſerv'd, that ſhe the ſaid 
Elizabeth nas very much given to Drunkenneſs, and would 
be frequently drinking Strong Beer, Brandy, or other Li- 
quors, to 4 very great Exceſs. And this Deponent often, 
nirhin the ſaid Time, hath ſeen her diſonis'd in Drink twice 
a Day; and particularly remembers, that one Day, within the 
ſaid Time, this Deponent, by her Order, fetch'd her ſeven 
Pints o/ Stout Beer from the Britannia Ale-houſe in the 
Old Baily, which this Deponent ſaw her drink off. And 
this Deponent, ſince her living apart from her ſaid Husl and, 
hath twice or thrice ſeen her in Drink, and, at ſuch Times, ſhe 
hath come to the ſaid John Spinke's Houſe, and raisd a Mob 
of People about his Door. And this Deponent very often, 
nithin the ſaid Time of the ſaid Elizabeth's ſo living with her 
ſcid Husbarid, kath heard her abuſe him, by calling him, Rogue, 
Villain, little inſignificant Rogue, little inſignificant Son of 
a Bitch, and ſuch like Names'; and knows, Far it was 4 very 
conſtant Pratlice with her, if he nent abroad, to wiſh to God 
that he might never come in again alive. And this Deponent 
ſeveral Times ſaw her kneel on ker Knees, within the ſaid 
Time, and pray to God, that he would jend the Devil to her, 
that ſhe might mike a Gntraft with him to plague her Huſ- 
band. And this Deponent, within the ſaid Time, heard her 
acknowledge, that ſhe kad once flung a Looking-Glaſs ar him, 
and at another Time a Quart Stone-Mug, wherewith ſhe had 
ut his Ear, ſo that he was forc'd to ſend for a Surgeon to dreſs 
it, And this Deponent objerv/d, that ſhe conſtantly gave him 
very ill Language, and endeavour'd all ſhe could to provoke 
him to be angry ; and, if any of the Neighbours, or her Ac- 
quaintance, came into the Houſe when he was abſent, ſhe ge- 
nerally us'd to rail at him, and ſaid that he kept Whores, and 
abus'd fer; hereby endeavouring, as this Deponent believes, 
to ſcandalixe his good Name and Reputation, and to expoſe him 
to the World, And this Deponent farther ſaith, That with 
in the Time predepos'd of their ſo living together, ſhe told this 


MDcponcnt ſeriouſly, that ſhe had three Times the Night le- 


the ſaid John Spinke's 


fore aroſe cut of her Bed to look - Knif 
0 | | nite 


2 
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Knife in his Pocket, with Intent to cut his Throat whilſt he 
was aſleep, but could not find it. And this Deponent there- 
upon telling her, that ſhe wonder'd ſhe ſhould have ſuch Thong bt, 
or uſe ſuch Expreſſions as ſhe did to her Huuband, or to that 
Effect, ſhe reply d. that ſhe knew ſhe ſhould not be [av'd, and 
ſhe did not care what ſhe did, ſo ſhe might be reveng d of him, 
or to that Effect. And this Deponent ſaith, That on the 
Night before the ſaid Elizabeth was carry d to the Mad-Houſe, 
as 5 her predeposd, ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth ſeveral Times ran 
up and down Stairs with a Caſe-Knife in her Hand, knocking 
at the Door where he lay, and where he had lock'd himſelf up 
to ſecure himſelf from her Fury, ſwearing and curſing, and 
ſaying, Damn him and ſink him, ſhe would that Night 
either kill him, or be kill d. And this Deponent hath often 
heard her 8 = declare, and ſmear to it, that ſhe did * 
to give him a Dram of Opium, and ſend him to Hell ſleep- 
ing, or to that Effect. And this Deponent hath alſo often 
heard her very ſeruuſly declare, that ſhe would lye with any 
Porter ſhe could meet with, that ker Husband might be poin- 
ted at, and ſaid of, there goes a Cuckold, or to that Effet, 
And this Deponent hath heard her alex /; declare, to the 
ſame Effect, to the ſaid John Spinke himſe "4 And this De- 
onent very often heard her ſay, upon her return Home from 
being Abroad, that ſhe had been with a Fortune-Teller in 
White-Chappel, to know when her Husband would dye, or 
whether he kept Whores, and where ſhe might find them. And, 
to the ſame Purpoſe, ſhe hath told this Deponent, that [he 


hath been with one Mrs. e. in White-Croſs: Street, who iſ 


had told her, that her Husband would dye in Two Months, 
or Two Years, bat ſhe could not tell which; and that ſhe kad 
told her how ſhe might plague her Husband, by taking ber 
Husband's Urine, 4 Cat's Heart, and Bulls-Blood, which 
ſhe the ſaid Hrs. Jones would mix for her, and flick full of 
Pins, and that ſhe was to give the ſaid Mrs. Jones Eighteen- 
pence for the Compoſition ; and when ſhe had the Heart, 
ſhe nas to put it into a Box, and carry it about her. And ſhe 
farther told this Deponent, that one Mrs. Cunningham 
who had recommended her to the ſaid Mrs. 3 bad toll 
her, that ſhe the ſaid Ars Cunningham had had ſuch a Thing 


from the 15 Ars. Jones, and that her Husband was ſo tor- 
mented thereby, that he was forc'd to fly the Kingdom ; a 
; this 


© 
this Deponent afterwards heard the ſaid Irs. Cunningham 
declare to the ſame Effect. And this Deponent twice went 
zith the ſaid Elizabeth Spinke to the Houſe of the ſaid Mrs. 
ones; at which Times, the ſaid Mrs, Jones and the ſaid 
lizabeth Spinke were private together, ſo that this Depo- 
nent could not over-hear what they ſaid. And this Deponent 
farther ſaith, That on a Morning, happening ſome ſhort Time 
after the ſaid Elizabeth had told this Deponent of the Com- 
poſition the ſaid Mri. Jones was to make for her, ſhe this 
Deponent ſaw her the ſaid Elizabeth pour ſome Urine out of 
a Chamber-Pot in her Chamber, into a Glaſs Viol ; and ſhe 
told this Deponent, that the ſame was her Husband's Urine, 
and that = was carrying it to Mrs, Jones, to make the ſaid 
Compoſition for her ; and this Deponent ſaw her put the 


ſaid Viol into her Pocket, and go ont of Doors with it; and, 


n her return Home again, ſhe told this Deponent, that 
2 left the ſaid Viol 7 Urine with Ars. Tools "And 4 
Deponent ſaith, That in a ſhort Time afterwards, the ſaid 
Elizabeth being in the ſaid Mad-Houſe, a Kinſwoman or 
Daughter of the ſaid Mrs, Jones came to the ſaid John Spinke's 
Houſe, to enquire for the ſaid Elizabeth, and told this Depo- 
nent, that ſhe came from rs. Jones, and had brought ſome- 
thing for Mrs. Spinke, which ſhe would not leave, nor declare 
what it was; and this Deponent therefore believes, that the 
ſame was the Compoſition predepos'd of. | 

Fn N Mary Nuby. 


Thus, I conceive, the Matters contain d in Mr. Wilſon's 
above - written Anſwers to my iſt, 6th, 7th, 8th, 13th, 
and 14th Interrogatories, and Mr. Cave's ſaid Anſwers to 
the firſt and ſecond ticles of my Allegation, ſufficiently 
prove, that your Fortune and (ircumſtances, when I mar- 
ry'd you, were ſuch as I have reprefented them in theva- 
nous Parts of this Letter; and that they brought me into 
as many Difficulties, Law-Smts, and Perplexities, as I have 
related. And Mr. Wilſon's ſaid Anſwers to the 2d, 3d, 4th, 
5th, th, 11th, 15th, and 18th Interrogatories, and Mary 
Nuby's Anſwer to the th Article of my Allegation, very apt- 
ly expoſe your furious Temper, vicious /nclinations, baſe 
Practices, Treachery, Impoſition, and ſcandalous Method 
of carrying your ſelf towards Sir John Williams former- 


ly, 


(1944) 

7 ly, and towards me, during the Time you liv'd with 
3 me, and, indeed, ſince you have been gone from me, t 
5 And certainly whoſoever ſhall read what Mary Nuby has i # 
depos'd in her ſaid Anſner to the 4th Article of my Alle. th 
gaticn, mult neceſſarily conclude, that twas high Time 
to confine you to a Mad-Houſe: For tis not, I think, I A 
probable, that any Woman in her Senſes can be guilty of 4e. 
iuch Actions, Mienaces, and Deportment of her ſelf, as ſhe I (hi 
has therein depos'd concerning you. And I, of my own | an 
1 Knowledge, know that moſt of the Matters Mary Nuby U. 
by has depos'd concerning you, are (as I firmly believe the I be 
LS relt) Truth; particularly that you, diſorder d with Drink | the 
4 on the Night before I carry d you to the Mad-Honſe, often I eve 
$4 fwore you would that Night either Xi or be kil/d ; that N wh 


11 | you threaten'd to give me Opium, &c. And I ſaw the Girl I Ur: 
= Mrs. Fones ſent (the next Day, asI remember, after you was | N: 
= {cnt to the Mad-Houſe) with, as I ſuppoſe, the Cat's Heart If eafi 
= the had, it ſeems, prepar d (at your Requeſt) with my U- II {© 
. rine, Bulls Blood, and Pins, to bring me, for your good La- | this 
i ayſhip's Pleaſure, under ſome bodily Torture and N tis 
7 In the ſecond Part of Mr. Glanvil's Saduciſmus T riumphatus, I be 
= (p.inted 1700.) there are Extracts of Examinations of (Per- ma} 
& {ons reputed) Witches, taken (as is ſaid) on Oath, in the I it he 

| Year 1664, before a then Juſcice of the Peace, wherein it | Hea 


appears from thoſe Witches Confeſſions, that oftentimes, | whe 
'Y when ſome one of them deſir'd to torment, or, as we call ble, 
i it, bewitch a Perſon, ſuch Witch us d to carry an Image I Will 
h made of Hax with her to the Place where thoſe Witches ¶ lame 
were wont, at certain Times, to meet the Devil, who FE nag” 
would take ſuch Inage into his Hands, and, anointing it I have 
(by way of Baptiſm) with Oil he brought with him, call I ſing 
1 it by the Name of the Perſon the Witch that brought it wau- and 
. ted to afflict, and then ſtick a Thorn into it; after which, ¶ there 
i9 the Witch that deſir d to afffict the Perſon by whoſe Name I Heal 
1 that Image after iis ſaid Uaction was call d, ſtuck into it I Benef 
1 another 7 horn, ſaying, A Pox on thee, Ill ſpite thee, Al- du d 
ter which, according to their ſaid Confeſſions, it was in that Eby fu 

1 Witch's Power to torment ſuch Perſon after a moſt terri- Vent 
11 ble Manner, ſometimes unto Death. I neither know, not I Hour 
1 am at all ſollicitous to know, whether this Mrs. Jones Neither 
1 carry d her prepar d Cat's Heart, as thoſe Witches own d thir 
| ns | they Nan o 


( 135 ) 1 
they did their Images of Wax, to receive the Devils Un- 
tion; or whether the was only a Cheat, or a real Witch, 
that is, one who had formally made a Sale of her Soul to 
the Devil; and, in Conſideration thereof, had receiv'd an 
Aſſurance from him, that he would either veæ, torment, or 
deſtroy (as ſhe ſhoul4 deſire) the Perſon, whoſe Urine the 
ſhould with a Cat's Heart, Bull's Blood, and Pins, or after 
any Manner, agreed on between the Devil and her, make 
Uſe of: Nor yet am I, on this Occaſion, ſollicitous to 
be reſolv'd, whether they who affirm, or they who deny 
the Poſſibility of Witckcraft, be right in their Notion ; nor 
even, Whether there be, by natural Means, a Poſſibility, 
which ſome alſo deny, and others ſtrongly affirm, that 
Urine may be ſo manag'd by them skill'd in the Secrets of 
Nature, as to give the Perſon who made it, very great Un- 
eaſineſs, if not (as ſome ſay) to occafion his or her Death. 
J fay, as to all, or any of theſe Matters, I am not, on 
this Occaſion, ſollicitous to be truly inform'd, becauſe 
tis plain that you firmly believ'd, that I might and would 
be perplex'd and tormented by the Uſe Mrs. Jones would 
make of my Urize; otherwiſe, you wouid never have carry d 
it her, and have agreed to give her Eighteen Pence for the Cat's 
Heart prepar'd with that, Bulls Blood, and Pins; ſo that 
whether the Miſchief deſign'd me, was, or was not poſſi- 
ble, by the Means us'd, to be accompliſh'd, your Good 
Will and Honeſty, or rather Il Will and Villain), was the 
ſame. It was not without Reaſon, that Mrs. Fones ma- 
nag'd this Affair with Privacy; for, could good Proof 
have been made thereof, by a Statue made againſt practi- 
ſing Witchcraft in the Reign of our King Fame the Firit, 
and ſtill, for ought I know, in Force, the would, on my 


thereupon dying, becoming lame, OT being injur u in m 


Health, have been liable to have ſuffer d Death without 
Benefit of Clergy ; and in Caſe no Damage had thereby ac- 
aud to me, by that Statute, her Attempt at injuring me, 
by fuch Means, render'd her liable to one Year's Impri ſon- 
ment without Bail, and to be four Times pillory'd for fix 
Hours at a Time, In either of which Paniſbments, had 
arher of them been for this Crizze of hers inflicted on her, 
I think you, her Employer, ought to have been her Com- 
tan jon. However, what you did towards this intended 

1 Witchcraft 
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( 135 ) 
Witchcraft Af dir, and your threatening my Life by the o- 
ther Means mention'd in ary Nuby's Depoſitions, may, 1 | 
conceive, vindicate my cauſing you to be confind in 2 1% 
XMad-Houſe, in order to my having the Opinion of a 11 
Perſon skill'd in the Cure of Lynaticks concerning you. Pr 

The faid Mary Nuby, being at the Time before-mention'd I £- 


examin d on a certain = ak If exhibited by you, an- but 
e Mi 


ſwerd as follows, vis. That t niſtrant, as ſhe believes, ¶ Loc 
continu d about ſix Weeks or two Months at Newington-Buts ; I 40» 
and this Reſpondent hath heard the Producent ſay, and believe; I lit 
the ſame to be true, that he paid a Guinea Entrance, and Nine v4 
Shillings 4 Week during the Time of her Stay there ; and that ||| ſbe 


he allow d her One Shilling a Week for Strong Drink; which © Pro 


Money this Reſpondent generally carry d thither Weekly, by Spi 


bis Order, ſhe receiving the ſame from him. up © 
FED Mary Nuby. Chi 
pi 


This Anſwer to your Interrogatory, ſeems a Proof, that du- [aid 
ring your Confinement to the Mad-Hoaſe, you was not, as [ſons 
your Libel ſuggeſts, treated with Cruelty and Barbarity; 
for Nothing but a Deſire of having you live eaſy there, % t. 
could induce me to allow you at Newington-Buts (that is, 
at the Mad-Houſe) One Shilling a Week for Strong-Beer, ſÞ D 
And had your Interrogatory requir'd it, ſhe could have de- 
pos'd to the whole Account I have given of that Matter 
at the 24th Page of this Letter; whence it would, I con- 
ceive, have evidently appear d, that I only aim'd at (p. 

38.) your Cure, or Reformation. But you only aim'd at 
proving what I paid for your Maintenance there, in or. 

der to ſhew what Alimony I'm able to afford you; and 
ſhe could not anſwer Queſtions ſhe was not ask d. Th 

On the 13th of March 1711-12, your Cauſe came to any, v 
Hearing, and (as I did not deſire but that you might) n an 
you obtain'd a Divorce by Reaſon of Cuelty. But Part offf6blig' 
the Judge's Decretal Order (for ſuch it was, and not rec 
Sentence) being, as my Counſel ad vis d me, injurious to me, 
I, as is cuſtomary in ſuch Caſes, preſently, by my Proctor, 
enter d an Appeal in the Arch biſbop of Canterbury's Court 0 
Arches, and order d a Preceſs of Inhibition and Citation to 
be taken out of that Court; which Proceſs was ſerv'd on 
you by one Smliff, whole Affidavit follows, vix. 150 

* 


C 137 * | 


ohn Sutliff, of the Pariſh of St. Giles's in the Fields, in 

thi County of Middleſex, Ale-houſe-keeper, materh Oath, 

That he, on the Twenty. fifth Day of March Init pat, ſerwd 4 
0 2 pu weep x : [4 7 | 
Proceſs of Inhibition and Citation, i ſuing out, and under 
Seal of the. Court of Arches of ihe Arch-Byſhop of Canter- 
bury, on Elizabeth the divorc'd Wife of John Spinke, at her 
Lodgings in High-Holborn' ; and that as ſoon as he had ſo 
done, The the. ſaid Elizabeth follow'd him the ſaid John Sut- 
iff co his Houſe, and into the Room where the ſaid John Spinke 
was in Company with divers. other Perſens ; and that as ſoon as 
ſhe was in the ſaid Room, without having receiv'd any previous 
provocation, either in Words or Actions, from the ſaid John 
spinke, or from any other Perſon, ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth took 
4p a Chamber-Pot about half full of Chamber-Lye, which 
Chamber-Lye ſhe furiouſly threw directly on his the ſaid John 
Spinke's Face, and usd much ill Language towards him the 
- $/4id John Spinke, him this Deponent, and divers other Per- 
uns in bis this Deponent's Houſe ; and then went into the 
; Street, and'raifd a Mob of above an hundred People about 
e lis this Deponent's Door, and hurl'd Stones at his Windows, 


1 


4 we w 


8 II vw» OÞ « 


| 5 . 45 & 

: Dictus Johannes Sutliſt, juratus 

e- erat ſuper veritate dictæ At- 

er teftationis, die 16 Aprilis An- John Sutliff. 
n- no Dom. 1712. coram me, | 

at Fe Exton, 

- 155 5 Sur. 

nd 


The laſt Time before this, that I was in your Compa- 
ny, Was in June, 1711, when you and I join'd (p. 50.) 
in an Anſwer to Mr. Morgan's Bill; and altho' you were 
bligd, by the ſixth Article, (p. 29.) of our Articles of 
greement, at my Reque#t, to join with me in any ſuch 
inſwer, yet you then inſiſted to be gratify'd for your 
couble, and I thereupon preſented you, for that Civilt- 
y, with a Guinea, and a Glaſs of Wine, at the Horn and 
or-je-ſhoe Tavern in Chancery-Lane. And I having trea- 
ed you ſo civilly then, and not been in your Company 
Ince, you certainly ought not, 2 altho I had given 
| | you 


138 

you jult Cauſe, as I conceive I did not, to commence 
your Suit in Doctors Commons, to have treated me now in 
juch Manner as Mr. Satliff has very truly depos'd con- 
cerning you. And you are fo far from being aſham'd 
of it, that you, I'm told, ſome few Days after, ask d 
one that was then in my Company, how 1 reliſhd the 
Chamber-pot * It mult beown'd, that this Action of yours 
is pretty agreeable to the Deportment you are reported to 
have uſually exercis d towards Sir Fohn Williams in his 
Life-time, and that you have us'd towards me ever ſince 
I detected your Intrigue with that ſcandalous Fellow, 
Brooker. And, indeed, I know not well what other De- 
pcrtment can be expected from a Lady, whoſe Education was 
in a Shed amongſt rude Pariſh-Children in Wher-drawing, 
and who has always been us'd to the Converſation of 
rude and lewd Perſons, 


| Spinke Vir, contra Spinke Mulierem, 
x May 26. 1712. 


Which Day appear d perſonally Benjamin Perkins, of the 
Pariſh of St. Giles's in the Fields, in the County of Middle- 
ſex, Sawyer ; and being ſmorn upon the holy Evangetifis to 

' depoſe the Truth, did ſwear and depoſe, That he this Depo- 
nent hath, ſince the Commencement of this Suit in Doctors- 
Commons, ſeen in the Hands and Poſſeſſion of Elizabeth 
Spinke, one of the Parties in this Cauſe, ſeveral Pieces of Gold 
and Silver; and that he, this Deponent, hath carry d a Gui- 
nea iz Gold to Mr. Roberts, her Proctor, to carry on the ſaid 
Cauſe. And he, this Deponent, hath heard the ſaid Eliza- 
beth ſay and declare, that the ſaid Cauſe hath coſt her out g 


her own Pocket ſeventeen or eighteen Pounds, or to that Ef- 


fect. And this Deponent farther ſaith, That he hath heard, 
and believes, that the ſaid Blizabeth lives and maintains her 
felf by ſelling Pomatum, Powder, and ſuch lite Goods in 
the Country. And that the ſaid Elizabeth now lodges in thu 
Deponent's Honſe, and fo hath done for ſeveral Months, 


Juratus erat corm me, Benjamin Perkins. 


J. Exon, Sur. 


In 


5 (139 | 
In the thirty fourth Page of this Letter, tis ſaid, that 

on Friday, Sept. 28. one Dench brought to your Brotker 
Wilſon's ten Pounds for your Uſe, and left it, you not be- 

ing in the Way, with Attorney Slick, (who. by the by, 

I this Day, May 31. 171 2. heard was ſome Time ago a 

| Priſoner in Nengate, and that he now lives by B—/lying 
and S- ping, and not by regularly practiſing the Lam as 
an Attorney; and I the rather believe this Relation con- 
cerning him to be Truth, becauſe I have always obſerv d 
you to love the Converſation of raſcally Fellows.) Your 
Brother Wilſon, who inform'd me of the ſaid Sum of ten 
Pounds being brought to his Houſe for you, told me then 
alſo, that you ſaid Mr. Dench, the Maulſter, had lent you 
that Money to carry on your Suit then commenc'd a- 
gainſt me. I, by one of my Interrogatories, caus'd Mr. 
Wilſon to be examin'd about this Matter: He gave no 
Anſwer to that Interrogatory, of which I ask d him the Rea- 
ſon ; and he then aſſur d me, that that Sum of ten Pounds 
e | was all your own Money; and that you only caus'd a 
Man, who you ſaid was Mr. Dench, to bring it to his 
0 | Houſe, and leave it there for you, as if lent to you, for 
= || the aforeſaid Purpoſe, to the End that he, by your Dire- 
„ | ctions, might (as he did) tell me of it; and that I, find- 
hing People ſo ready to aſſiſt you with Money, might be 
d frighten d into a Compliance with you, and voluntarily 
i- allow you twenty Pounds a Year. Now, ſeeing you could 
id not only live well on the five Shillings a Week | allow'd 
a- Jyou, but could lay Money by; and had, by ſo doing, 
of Jꝛotten ten Pounds (for ought I know more than twenty 
. Pounds; how elſe can the Suit have colt you, out of your 
4, ſown Pocket, ſeventeen or eighteen Pounds? ) before-hand, 
er Nit certainly behov'd you to have kept to the Articles of A- 
in Ngreement (p. 27.) made between us, and to have allow d 
ume to be as eaſy as the bad (ircumſtauces you'd brought 
me into, would admit of, that I might with Alacrity have 
continu'd that Allowance. But for you, whilſt you'd ſo 

15; much Money by you, to make it your Buſineſs (p. 32.) 
to rail at me, and. thoſe of my Acquaintance, wherever 
you went; and upon my ſending you Word, that un- 
els you'd forbear ſo doing for the future, I'd not continue 
that Allowance, to apply immediately, even the very neut 
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Day, to the Officers of the Pariſh I live in, to have had me 
taken up by a Conſtable, and carry'd before a MAagiſtrate, 


for refuſing to allow you a Maintenance; and, falling in 


that, to cauſe me to be cited into Dottors-Commons, before 
the then next Months Pay became due, (for on Aug. 28 
you recciv d 20 5. from me, and no more would have been 
due, by the Articles, until Sept. 25. and 1 was cited (p. 
34.) into Doftors-Commons on Tueſday , Sept. 18.) I fay; 
for you to have acted thus towards me, who have ſuffer d 
ſo much by Means of my Inter-marriage with you, ſhews 
you, in my Opinion, vnworthy of ever being Miltreſs 
of ten Pounds or ten Shillings again whiltt you live. But 
you'd been threat ning me for more than a Twelve-month 
before with a Suit in Doftors-Commons, in Cafe I would 
not augment my Allowance. Five Shillings a Week being 


(you ſaid) too little for a Gentlewoman to live on, that 


lives ſeparate from her Husband : I grant it ; that 1s, in 
Caſe the Husband be in good Circumſtances 3 otherwiſe, 
I conceive, five Shillings a Week may be eſteem'd a good 


Allowance, even for a Gentlewoman, which J can't allow 


you to be: For your Father, before he marry'd, was (Fm 
told) but a common Soldier in Oliver's Army ; and after 
he marry d, became a Journey-man Taylor: Your Mo- 


ther, before ſhe marry d, was a Maid - Servant, and now 


ſhe is fourſcore Vears old, lives partly by her Labour, and 


partly on Charity. Your Uncle Wayland receives of Crip- 


legate-Pariſh ſix Shillings monthly, towards the Support 
fam and his Fandly x another Uncle of W 5 18, 
I'm told, Labourer to a Country Bricklayer, and another a 
Gentleman's Cach-man! But I much queſtion whether 
any one Relation you have in the World be really worth 
half ſo much Money as this Suit of yours in Do&ors-Com- 
mons Will have coſt me. Where then is your Gentiſig, 
that ſhould excuſe your doing ſomething towards .your 
own Support? Mr. Perkins, indeed, has depos d, that le 
has heard, and does believe, that you now hve and main- 
tain your {elf by ſelling Pomatum, Cc. in the Country: 
But ſceing I have never heard any Thing of it, by any 
other Perlon whomſoever, I am very ſuſpicious that 
nc is mulimform'd in the Matter; and that probably 
by ſome Perſon or Pcrſons to whom you your {el 
þ oo ne 102 ro — 
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25 (141) 
oſtentatiouſly made ſuch Reports concerning your ſelf, 
without having been in the leaſt concern'd in ſuch In- 
duſtry. Iverily believe your Deſign is ever to live Gentle- 
wornan-like ſolely at my Ct, in which probably you may 
meet with a _ Diſappointment, The decretal Order, pro- 
nounc'd on the 13th Day of March lat by Dr. Newton, 
Fudge in the Conſi,ory-Court of the Biſhop of London, does 
indeed aſſign you a ſufficiently exorbitant Alimony But I 
have, you know, appeal d, as I ſuppoſe be himſelf expected 
I would, to the Court of Arches for Relief in that Caſe. 
And I think it but reaſonable to expect, that either that 
Gurt, or the Court of Delegates, to which an Appeal lies 
from the Court of Arches, will ſo far reduce the Alimony 
Dr. Newton aſſign d you, as that you will be neceſſitated, 
for the Time to come, to do ſomething towards your own 
Support and Maintenance. In the mean Time you may in- 
deed boat, that you've intirely gain d the main Point, a 
DIVORCE: For I hereby give you my Word, that I ne- 
yer will appeal from, nor complain of that Part of Dr. 
Newton's ſaid decretal Order, which pronounces you and 
me SEPARATED or DIVORC'D from each other; 
ſo that that Part of the ſaid decretal Order (make your 
het on't) ſtands as firm as you your ſelf can with or de- 
ſire. TI only farther take Notice, that during the Life- 
time of your (if youre to be believ d) firſt Husband, Sir 
Fohn Williams, you went altogether by the Name of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Pritchard ; and if your Love for your Pater- 
nal Name was ſuch, that you would not quit it during 
your Cobabitation with your firſt Husband, it may juſtly 
be thought that you'll reaſſure it now you are divorc'd 
from your ſecond; I may probably therefore highly ob- 
© ze you, in bidding you, by the Name of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Pritchard, . e 
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a - 
Truly repreſentins 
Truly re preſenting real 
a | LW 5 _ 
| | 7 3 / 5 12 
A LIYLF1L71071] 4 ANC Bop 
EET OR TE | — 
In a LETTER to WD es 
WE: . 
Mr. Jos EFH WILSON. aal 
| | theſe 
Encc 
ou bee ſereral Times told me, that, in Nil, 


pour Opinion, a Reconciliation between me lis f 

| and the Woman from whom Im now di- | j, 
vorc d, would be for the Satisfaction and Ad- Nor Li 
vantage of her and me; and you have there- I 7, 
upon often recommended the ſame to my Conſideration, E-ajj 
and expreſs'd your Wiſhes for its Accompliſhment : And f;mnc 
the like Entertainment I have ſometimes met with from F 
ſome fey other Perſons on this Subject. To be quit of 

1 which, 


which, for the future, and to give you, them, and all 
the World, to whom the Knowledge of this Matter ſhall 
come, Satisfaction therein, I think it neceſſary for me to 


1. For what Purpoſes Woman was created, and Marri- 
age ordain d. | 


2. The Improbability of its ever having been in the In- 


tention of Betty Pritchard to be ſerviceable to me, in Rela- 
tion to any of thoſe Purpoſes. 3 i 
3. That ſhould I come to a Reconciliation with her, I 


can't rationally ſuppoſe ſhe could and would be ſervicea- 


ble to me to ({o much as) any one of them. 


4. My Opinion concerning the ancient and modern 


practice of Divorce. 

5. That I am not, in Point of Conſcience, concern d 
to ſeek a Reconciliation with her. e | 

6. That Intereſt and Religion oblige me to reject a Re- 
conciliation with her, ſhould ſhe deſire One. En 

1. As to the Purpoſes or Cauſes for which Woman was 


created, and Marriage ordain d. Fil begin with the Ac 


count that Moſes has given of it, Gen. 11.18. Aud the Lord 
God ſaid, Ii is not good that Man ſhould be alone; 1 will male 
him an Help-meet for him. The marginal Reading, is, an 


Ile as before him. Dr. Patrick, Biſhop of Ely, in his 


Commentary on Geneſis, explains this Verſe in Manner 
following : A 5 1 

And the Lord God ſaid,] That is, by his wiſe Counſel and 
immutable Decree, he eſtabliſh'd this Order. 

It is not good that Man ſhould be alone.] Uncomfortable 
to want Society, and unfit there ſhould not be an In- 
creaſe of Mankind, Concerning which, Plato hath left 
theſe wonderful Words, L. vi. de Legibas: This is the 
Encouragement to Marriage, not only that human Race 


may be perpetuated, but that a Man may leave Childrens 


3 behind him when he is gone, to ſerve God in 
his ſtead. | | 
1 = make him an Help,] For all the Neceſſities and Uſes 
of Lite. | 
Meet for him, or, as before him,] In whoſe Company he 
ſhall take Delight; ſo the Hebrew Phraſe, as before him, 
imports, being as much as anſwerable to him; every de 
e | | ited 


N 
8 
47 Ta 
* 
3 
or 
my. 
*% 
51 
e's 
9 
Wy 
N 
> 
. 
5 
41 
8 
$1 
. 


q 2 3 3 I Ds, ar"; — 
— 7 r 3 r x", : — —ä — — _ 
e 4-5 8 8 a - 2-44, oo. 
2 3 n 7 — EEE 1 ** — 5 8 La 
PS pe Ye r EET —— 


82 "att — 

— © hs — —— — 
9 3 
* 2222 — 


— 2 * : 7 
— vo ">. — . 
S FAS: e a 
Fo 
. 


— 


| one Body : 


(144) 


fitted for bim; not only. i in Aa r Body: T7 * 
e 


Mind, Diſpoſition, and Affection, wech laid t 
dation of * Familiarity and Friendſhip. Ox, ſhe 
(hall always be ready to obſerve and ſerve him: Pag 0 to 
tand before any one, in the Hebrew Language, ſignifies 
Readineſs to do what is deſir d. 

And this meet Help, Verſe 22. gives us to underſtand 
was a Woman, wliom God made of a Rib he took from 
Adam, and then brought her to him. Not meerly, ſays the 


aid Biſhop of Ely on the Place, by conducting her to the 


. where he was; but the Divine Majeſty (which now 
ear d to Eve) preſented ahd gave her to him to be his 


Wife. God himſelf made the *Eſpouſals (if I may fo 
ſpeak) between them, and join'd them e in * 


rlage. 
Ver. 23. And Adam ſaid, This is now Bone of my 
Bone, and Fieſh of my 4 5 Now, indeed, ſays the 
ſaid Biſhop of Ely, in the Perſon of Adam, 1 have found, 
what 
another Self, 


She ſhall be call'd Woman, becauſe ſhe was * * out of Man.] 


Parta ker of my Name, as ſhe doth of my Nature: For 


he call'd her 1ſcha, as he was call d Iſſch. 


Ver. 24. 7 erefore ſhall a: Man leave his Father * 2 
ther, and cleave to his Mife,] Cohabit with her rather than 
with his Parents, (if they can't all dwell together) and be 
join d to her in the cloſeſt and moſt inſeparable Affection, 
as if they were but one Perſon, and had but one Soul and 
Which is the Meaning of the next Words, 

And they ſhall be one Fleſb,] Moſt intimately conjoin d in 
intire and inſeparable Love; which aroſe from the ſingular 
Union of the Fleſh of our firſt Parents, one of them being 
taken out of the other. 

And by the 26th, 27th, and 28th Verſes of the firlt 


Chapter of 38 we tind, that as ſooñ as God had crea- 


ted Man and Woman, He bleſs 'd them, and ſaid unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, &c. 
Now, I humbly conceive, the above-mention'd Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture, according to the ſaid Biſhop's Orthodox 
Explanation of them, evidently ſhew, That it was the 


” Delign and Decree of Almighty God, that every Man's 


Wite 


could not ſee before among all God's Creatures, 3 


* 


o 
Wife ſhould afford him a comfortable Society, in which 
te might delight ; ſhould be of Uſe to him in the Pro- 


pagation of Children; and ſhould, even as another Self, 


be chearfully and obediently aſſiſtant to bim in all his 
afhirs. Whoſo findeth ſuch a Wife (Prov xvii. 22.) findeth 
4 good a and may jultly be ſaid to obtain Fav.ur of 
the Lord e For ſuch a prudent Il ite (Prov. xix. 14) is from 
ſe Lord. Such a Wife may well be call'd az Help-meet 
r Man. Such a meet Help muſt needs render a Man 
havpy. And ſuch a mcet Help was Exe deſign'd for 
am; and as ſuch a meet Help Ada, receiv'd her, and 
call'd her his Wie: And thus far the Matter was tranſ- 
acted in the State of Iunocenty. In, the beginning cf the 
third Chapter of Cencſis, we find this Newman and the Ser- 
ben enter d into a Confabulation about eating of the Fruit 
of the Trees of the Garden, particularly of. the Fruit bf the 
Tree in the midſt of the Garden, which God (ver. 3.) had 
commanded Adam and his Wife neither. to eat nor to 
uch. Notwithſtanding which, ſhe, at the Serpent's In- 
{tzation, took (ver. 6.) of the Fruit thereof, and did cat, and 
gave alſo to her Husband with her, and he-did eat. This Diſ- 
obedience of the Woman, and, with her, of her Husband, 
occaſion'd (or rather was) the Fall of Mankind. After 
which, God ſaid (ver. 16.) to the Woman, In Srrow ſhalt 
thou bring forth Children : And thy Deſire ſhall be to thy 
(or, as it is in our Margin, ſabject to thy.) Husband, and 
he ſhall rule over thee, Thus Woman, who was intended, 
at her Formation, for an Help-meet for Man, and conſe- 
quently to have been, even in Caſe Mankind had kept 
their firſt State, ſubordinate to him, immediately after the 
Original Tranſgreſſion, was doom'd to an intire Subje- 
Gion to her Husband. And that, ſays Þiſhip Patrick on 
the Place, becauſe ſhe had not given a due Regard to him; 
but did ext the forbidden Fruit, without ſtaying to conſult him, 
md ask his Advice. And that the Duty and Subjection of 
every Wife to her own Husband, continue to be, and 
are the ſame that were due from Eve to Adam after the 
aid Original Tranfſerdfion, is very evident, 1ſt, F.om 
the Form of Marriage now in Uſe in the eftabliſhd Church 
of England : For thereby the Woman is oblig'd to folemn- 
ly promiſe, that ſhe will 1 love, obey, and forms 
| | be” 


ASE nr AA a os Gon he A 4 


F 4 

r 2 — 
OY A IS 
9 * 


£ " TY 
* * * 


IT? 


4 
» 
** 
1 
% 
0 
428 
55 
a4 
i 
1 
: 
« 
4 my 
* 
* 5 
4 
22 
FE 
Y 


* 


"Rl 
+ * 
N n 


"IS 


W 
"I L 
"$$: 
* 
EE 
At 
* 
1 
5 v 
rp ” U 
1 
: £3 
#5 
4 4 
{FEE 
. 
"i 
"hy 
"®;: 
„ 
1 
4 th 1 
n 
5 
** * 
is, 
12 
1 
38 
n 
2 * 
1 
4 »/Þ 
4+ 3 
& 
1 
* 
„ 
3 
) 
+. 
. 
4 * 
=> 
" 1 
} 
- 97 
& * 
* 
ME 
JR. 
"4 
4 
99 1 
by 4, 
BY y 
BW 
4 + N. 
1 
. 4 * 
0 N * 
4 
4 ”" $4 
Be of 
wt 
W 
#4 
F Ty a 
. 
: 
7 
1 
4 
„ 
1 * 
43 * % 
uf 
1 
N jo 
Ct 
* 
SS "1 
& - 
£Y 
2 
© 3% 
© Is 
I 21351 
. ＋. 
of 
18 
4 
1 
. 
+» 
1 
it 
2 


PPP. M bs i 
r . e — 
9 1 8 1 


4 n Auer _—_ . dt * 8 * 
Ri 2 MED J OIL 7 * 1 
» \ £ L "XII 5 41 * E 2 — — | 
FILE TEC; s © iu De” N "WIR IT NO. * BRAY 92h, t r . * 
72 ͤ ˙· 1m S F 
8 umme Wy % 8 4 . OT FD - : flap 3 ; 
1 1 44 - . 1 — IS 1 2 2 —— 
E 5 a - 2 * r N — 
_ . . : 2 4 2 | —— ws. * 25 — 0 


— w —” © .. - DAwvwWw@CCCC eas = 3 —— boo - 
. p — - q T \ — . N W 1 — — — 
R —_— > r JD , : - . — Y I - > i * ———C——_— . — — Y — IC WE 2 
2 5 8 ' x > * * les oh 5 4 , 4 * X - — — 5 4 =O GE ” — CCS 
W = 42 — 2 - — — . 4 «6 ” ” 4 a A F —_—— . = — oo 2 - . 4 : : 
2 . 0 CEC - Y Ts 7 PE, : 30 . n OUS aa, 4 > — * 0 2 8 — — n A - * N : — — þ - ————— ts 2 2 
* : hes ” 7 * 4 — d — — *. e GST Sen EIA EY F x - = 2 7h 2 — 2 6 ; > wo — 
a 5 9 5 — * * : » * NA — «vac 2 — — . — rn — Ay — NAS. Ky HY n 4 2a "Af nat 
0 —_—— 1 — > : = nnn . OT Be — * U " 4 * > - L . * = +.% ; ere — < SV 99%” 4. * 
1 : 3 * ** 9 a 5 : _ 4 K : _— . 
K Q 7 a N e — 


(146) "AY 
her Husband as long as they both (hall live. 2dly, From 
divers Paſſages in the New Teſtament, viz. 1 Cor. xiv, 34, 


Let your Women keep Silence in the Churches : For it is not per. 


mitted unto them to ſpeak ; but they are commanded to be under 
Obedience, as a'fo ſaith the Law. Epheſ. v. 22, 23, 24, 33. 
Wives ſubmit your felves unto your own Husbands, as unto th 


Lord, For the Husband is the Head of the Wife, as Chriſt is 


the Head of the Church, and he is the Saviour of the Body, 
Therefore as the Church is ſubject unto Chriſt, fo let the Mives 


be ſubjelt unto their own Husbands in every Thing. And the 
Wife ſee that ſhe reverences her Hausband. Col. in. 18. Wives 


ſubmit your ſelves unto your own Husbands, at it is fit in the 
Lord. 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. Let the Women learn in 
Silence with all Subjection : But I ſuffer not a Woman to teach, 
nor to uſurp Authority over the Man, but to be in Silence: For 
Adam was firſt form d, then Eve: And Adam was not de- 
ceidꝰ d, but the Woman being deceiv d, was in the Tranſs 


reſ- 
fron. Tit. ii. 4, 5. Teach Wives to love their Hucband, to 


love their Children, to be diſcreet, chaſt, Keepers at Home, 


good, obedient to their own . Hudands, Thus far St. Pau]; 


and that other great Apoſtle St. Peter inculcates the ſame 
Doctrine, 1 Pet. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Likemſe, ye Wives, be 
in Subjection to your own Husbands, whoſe adorning let it be 
not that which is out ward, of plaiting the Hair, of wearing 


Gold, or of putting on of Apparel; but let it be the hidden 


Man of the Heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which in the Sight of Gud 
is of great Price, For ew this Manner in old Time, the ho- 

ly Women alſo, who truſted in God, adorn'd themſelves, being 
in Subjettion to their own Husbands, even as Sarah obe) d A- 


braham, calling him LORD; whoſe Daughters ye are 4 


long as ye do well. I readily acknowledge, that the Duties 
between Hasband and Wife, are, in {ome ſort, reciprocal ; N 
and that both the Form of Marriage, now in Uſe in the 
eſtabliſh'd Church of Eng land, and the Apoſtles, have gi- 
ven Husbands, as well as Wives, their Duties in Charge, 
In the ſaid Form of Marriage, the Husband promiſes to 
love, comfort, and honour his Wife. And, ſaith St. Paul, 
Epheſ. v. 25. 28. Husbands love your Wives, even as Chriſ 
alſo led the Church, and gave himſelf for it. So ought Men 
to love their Wives, as themſelves : He that loveth tis Mite 

_- foveth 


. (147) 
" Wl baeth himſelf. Col. iii. 19. Husbands love your Wives, and 
be not bitter again/t them, Likewiſe St. Peter, 1 Pet. iii. 7. 
Lilewiſe, ye Husband:s, dwell with them [your Wives] accord- 
[AL Knowledge, giving Honour unto the Wife, as unto the 
„realer Veſſel, And doubtleſs, the moſt tender Love, re- 
ſpectful Honour, and all the Comforts and Endearments that 
Man is capable of affording Woman, are juſtly due from 
every Husband to his Wife, whilſt ſhe comports her ſelf 
towards him in ſuch a Manner as her Duty requires. But 
ſhe that voluntarily and cuſtomarily recedes from her 
„known Duty towards her Husband, abſolves her Huſ- 
band from his Duty towards her, ceaſing in very Deed to 
„ Ibe bis Wife, The Compiler of the Form of Matrimony con- 
' Etain'd in our Book of Common-Prayer, deſigning to inform 
Perſons entering into the State of Marriage in their Duty, 
„ ys, There are three Cauſes for which Matrimony was or- 
dain'd, viz. ; 

Firſt, It was ordain'd for the Procreation of Children, to 
. Ibe brought up in the Fear and Nurture of the Lord, and 
e to be a Praiſe to his holy Name. Fr 
Secondly, It was -ordain'd for a Remedy againſt Sin, 
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gx the Gift of Continency might .marry, and keep themſelves F 
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undefil'd Members of Chriſts Body. 
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1 Thirdly, It was ordain d for the mutual Society, Help, 
and Comfort of each other in Proſperity and Adverſity. 
„I ſhall not expatiate on theſe ſeveral Cauſes for which 


ur Compiler ſays Matrimony was ordain d, and ſhew what 
particular Duties are comprehended under each of them ; 
but preſuming them (as they undoubtedly are) compre- 
enſwe of all the Purpoſes for which Woman was made, 
and of the Cauſes for which Marriage was inſtituted, I'll 

proceed to ſhew, 
2dly, The Improbability of its ever having been in the 
ntention of your former Wife's Siſter, to whom I was mar- 
yd, and from whom I am divorc'd, to be ſerviceable to 
e in relation to any of thoſe Purpoſes. A Certainty 
hat he never had it in her Deſign to anſwer the Inten- 
on of a Wife to me, in relation to one or another of the 
above-mention'd Cauſes for which Marriage was ordain'd, 
what I do not pretend to: bot the Inprobability of its 
| 3 ever 
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ever having been in her Intention, is (I conceive) 


very evident from her Conduct during the Time I C07 
ted her, at the Time I marryd her, and ever fine 
then: For had ſhe ever had any Regard to all, or any 
of the above-written Cauſes for which Marriage way 
ordain'd, and to the Duty thereby incumbent on ker jy 
treating with me about Marriage, and in becoming my 
Wife, and an Intention of perforning the jame (to her 


Power) towards me, it certainly is very iprobable, (it 


not impiſſille) that the either would or could have im por 
on me in the Account the gave me of her Birth, Educat ian, 
pretended former Marriage, pretended Moth erhold, and 
the Orcumſtances of her pretended Worth and Fortune, in 
the Manner the did; and, when marry'd to me, have ma. 
nag d Matters ſo directly contrary to her known Duty, a; 
ſhe ever has, as you know, done. Beſides, it was not, to 
the belt of my Remembrance of the Time, ſo long as oy 
Month after our Marriage, that J over-heard lier tell x 
then Acquaintance of bers, 7 kat ſhe never expected to live 


long with me; but that, as I kad marry her, ſhe'd male nl 


allow her a Maintenance, Whence I became of Opinion, 
that ſhe rrict'd me into a Marriage with her, with none 
other View than that of ſecuring her ſelf a Livelihood, by 
obliging me to allow her a ſeparate Maintenance: And her 
Management during the Time ſhe liv'd with me, and ſince 
ſhe has been from me, confirms me 1n that Opinion. And 
therein, it muſt be own'd, {he dealt well near as honef! 
by me, as ſhe did by Sir 7% Miiliams, in putting him t 
the Expence, for twelve Years together, of bringing up: 
fob Child, ſhe knowing that he had not, of all that while 
a Morſel of Bread to put in his Head, but what he ran in 
to Debt for! And ſo I' diſmiſs my ſecond Particular 
and proceed to ſhew, 

2dly, That ſhould J (as you ſeem to deſire I ſhould 
come to a Reconciliation with her, 1 cannot rationally ſup 
poſe ſhe cold and would henceforwards be ferviceable to m 
to (fo much as) any one of the Purpoſcs for which Marriq 
was ordain'd. And this, I concave, will ſufficiently ap 
pear from the following Conſiderations in relation to eac 
of them. | | 


Fil 
446 


——— 


—— 


— — SH og — 0 


( 149 ) RAY 


be the principal End of Marriage; ſhe had, it ſeems, eigh- 
teen Years Trial, in that Afair, with Sir John Williams, to 
note other Purpoſe than procuring him (tho' he knew it 
not) one Infant from a B ggar-Womia, another from a Rag- 
Fair. Woman, and (by Report) another from ſome ſuch credi- 
table Perſon ! And ſome Time after 1 marry d her, ſhe, as 
| have Reaſon to believe, endeavour to bring Matters to 
bear, towar(ls helping me to a Bantling after the ſame lau- 
dable Method of Folbing. For, having (before Marriage) 
made me believe ſhe'd formerly had eigbr Children, and di- 
vers Miſcarriages, ihe pretended her ſelf with Chi.d by me, 


and defir'd me to give her Leave (as 1 did) to go to E- 


ſom, aud after that to Greennich, for the Benefit of the 
Air, that the Conception might go forwards, and a Afiſ- 
carriage be prevented. She alſo inferm'd me, that ſhe de- 


ſir'd to conſult Dr. Chamberlain, the Man-Midwife, in 


that Affair; I gave her ten Shillings for his Fee; and ſhe 
(as the told me) took Ins Advice, us d the Means, and 
purſu'd the Directions he advis'd to, and at laſt (as ſhe 


aid) miſcarryd in the Houſe of Office! After that, ſhe 
feign'd another Conception; and, whillt ſhe was at Dr. 


Newton's, pretended another Miſcarriage: And, as a Proof 


of it, produc'd me a Shift in ſuch a ditmal Caſe, as that 


I, upon viewing it, expreſs'd my Apprehenſions, (for I'd 
then diſcover'd her Contrivances) that the'd raurder'd 
ſome Cat; but the Doctor's Man better explain'd the Mat- 
ter, by diſcovering that ſhe'd juſt before ſent him to the 
Butchers for Sheeps Blood, which he had brought her. 
Now, certainly theſe Matters could. tend to none other 
Purpoſe, than to beget in me a Rclicf of her being capa- 
ble to concave and bear a Child, that ſne might have had 
an Opportunity of fobbing one en me. However, ſecing 
ſhe has never yet, according to the belt Information I can 


gain, Been with Child, much leſs been the Mother of a 


Child born in its due Time, I can't, {hculd I be recon- 
cil'd to her, rationally cxpect, now the is near (if not full 
out) {iy Years of Age, ever to be the Father of a Cinld to 
be born of her Body; and to have her fob a Child or 


Cluldren on me, as ſhe did on Sir Fobn Williams, I con- 


feſs my ſelf not deſirous. And the belt Way to . 
6 | ay 


U 


Firſt, As to the Procreation of Children, which I take to 
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her ſo doing, is (I think) not to give her an Opportu- 
nity. 5 | 
. Another Cauſe for which our Compiler ſays Mar. 
riage was ordain d, is, for a Remedy againſt Sin, and to avoid 
Fornication ; That ſuch Perſons as have not the Gift of Conti- 
nency might marry, and keep themſelves undefil d Members of 
Chriſt's Body, . | | 
Our Compiler here evidently had an Eye on the firſt and 
ſecond Verſes of the ſeventh Chapter of St. Pauls firſt E- 


piſtle to the Eorinthians, where tis ſaid, It is good for a Man 


mot to touch a Woman. Nevertheleſs, to avoid Fornication, let 


every Man have his own Wife, and every Woman her own Huſ- 


band. St. Paul, in the 32d and 33d Verſes of the ſame 
Chapter, ſays, He that is unmarry d, careth for the Things that 
belong to the Lord, how he may pleaſe the Lord Nut he that is 
marry d, careth for the Things that are of the World, hom he 


may pleaſe his Wife, Whence tis evident, that his Mean- 


ing in the ſecond Verſe, is, that in order to attend upon 
the Service of God the more. conſtantly, without Diſtur- 
bance and Interruption, tis good for 2 Man not to touch a 
Woman ; that is, not to be encumber'd with Children, 
and the Affairs of a Family: Nevertheleſs, that whoſo- 
ever was deſirous of an Off-ſfpring, might, by Means of 
Marriage, (but not otherwiſe) innocently enjoy one: 


For Luſt being implanted in Mankind as a Simulative to 


the Act of Cririon, in order to the Procreation of Children, 


its Gratification, conſider'd abſtractedly from the Deſire 


and Purpoſe of enjoying (as the Scripture calls Infants) 
the Fruit of the Womb, we may juſtly preſume was no Part 
of God's Deſigan in the Formation of Woman, and In- 


ſtitution of Marriage. And, for that Reaſon, I conceive 


the Marriage of a young Man, who has no Children, to 
an old Woman that is known to be paſt bearing Children, 
cannot be juſtify'd by Scripture. In ſuch a Marriage, a 
Man waſtes his Strength (when concern'd with his Wife) 


altogether in vain, and the principal End of Marriage is 


fraſtrated ; which ſecms to render ſuch Marriages more 
criminal, than ſimple Fornication or Concubinage. Howe- 
ver, I can't conceive, that ſuch a Marriage can be a pro- 
per Remedy againſt the Sin of Fornication. For a Man, 
Who has no Progeny, and yet is deſirous (as almoſt every 

| | | Man, 
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Man, by Virtue of a Divine Impulſe implanted in him by 
God of performing his firſt Commandment, (Gen. i. 28.) 
Be fruitful, multiply, repleniſh the Earth, &c.) is of having 
one, Will certainly find the :4dency of his Deſires of en- 
joying an agreeable Woman, 5 whom he may expect (for 
Concubinage, rather than Brothel-Houſe-Hunting, is certain- 
ly here intended by the Word, Fornication) an Off-ſpring, 
very little allay d by having the innocent Freedom (if ſuch 
it be) of enjoying, when he pleaſes, a Woman of fifty 
Years of Age; eſpecially in Caſe ſhe ſhall be known, for 
at leaſt thirty Tears before, to have frequently had the 
Knowledge of Man, (or rather of Men) without ever be- 
ing with Child, and ſo juſtly deem'd to have been al- 
ways barren by Nature, as well as now by Age] And 
much leſs Rill will the Freedom of ſuch an old Woman's 
Embraces be found a Remedy againſt Fornication, in Cafe 
ſhe ſhall render them more diſagreeable to her Husband, 
than old Age and Barrenneſs has done, by the deteſtable 
Practice (which moſt common Proſtitutes wou'd be a- 
ſham'd of) of daily giving an Account (as if the deligh- 
ted in nothing but Lerchery) of all the Ciicumſtances of 
his and her Bed-Affairs, when, how often, &c. to ſuch Wo- 
man, whether old or young, as ſhe ſha:} have Converſa- 
tion with! As I experimentally know. and hereby afture 
you, was the Uſage of your former Wife's Sifter, whit 
lhe livd with me. And fo, I conceive, was I to be re- 
concil'd to her. the could not rationally be ſuppos'd to 
prove ſerviceable to me, either in the Affair of the Procrea- 
tion of Children, or as a Remedy againſt the Sin of Forni- 
cal on. 0 G 

Thirdly, Another Cauſe for which our Compiler ſays 
Marriage was ordain'd, is, The mutual Society, Help, and 
Comfort of each other, both in Projrerity and Adver ſity. | 

Under this Head, the reciprocal Daiy of Hutvand and 
Wife towards each other, in relation to al! the Afairs that 
they, or either of them, from the Day of their Marriage, 
to that of the Death of the firſt of them that dies, ſhall be 
concern'd in, and all the Accidents that ſhall during that 
Time hefall them, or either of them, is comprehended : 
And it evidently imports, that *tis reciprocally tlie 
Duty of the Husand and of the Vie, in whatſoever State 

f | N r 


* 


— n 
2 2 


— — . RO — 


Jeu © oo << - * >< a 
* . 7705 P23; --S1 
4 m_— — — 
> Sora; 
— 
1 — EE ID 


ODT I I ICY 
NG 422 * 


/ 


_—_ 20 — > - -> —- Sf + — 1 _ * ® * * 4 ee. — — 
* 4 a * * o l o : = <3 — — — 8 5 . — — — — 1 K =_ * 

a 1 N . 3 * - — — a = — — 1 2 * 

e x BEE nr . X * 8 0 . ie * * — 4 8 o 6 
2 * = — IS. 5 ids . - 1 24 As + th Sd Po MAS 2X r 2 bu — N . 5 n « 3 4 9 5 J F N 

. 8 > 3 22 . . » we — — * 3 2 : os ITT OT. ee Vs 5 CE ERS "IN An Dur . . 7 EN > ; * . Y a : 
r * 1 * « 2 C4 — ssl 1 nk. WS r * . 1 & . —— 3 & 3 
3 — 4 "MM * _y — 44 nn . Hine? * 8 6 * « * 3 «s TI _ TIES. 8 , Y X I ASA 

g 2 „ bn na. Þ EY 8 p FN” + 2 * c — — cot — 4 
- = * - * g ”= * - C 4 -) * ” ** ä N x5 ” "= 2 E erer 2 2 * 5 CO " a * * m = 
, Yd 1 "4 : r - ? N a : - - n : N 6 — re IIs LO EE In ASS An 


CE) | 
or Circumſtances they or either of them ſhall happen ta be; 
to endeavour the promoting their common Intereſt, and 
their rendering each others Liſe as eaſy and costortable as 
may be. And ſeeing tis not (that I know of ) poſſible 
for me by any other Means 1o well to guets at what would 
be her Conduct for the future, in Cate I ſhould be reconcild 


to her, and allow her to live with me again, as by re- 
flecting on what her Conduit was when ine did hve with 


me, I muſt, in this Place, take the Freedom as well of 
reminding you of ſome Inſtances thereof, before taken 
Notice of, as of adding ſome few others, wlierein ſhe 
was then not only very dcetecuve, but acted contrary to 
what ſhe (who is a Woman ot Sezſe, tho' not of Honeſty, 
and had liv'd cighiteen Years with Sir Forn Williams as a 
pretended Wife) mutt be preſum d to know is the Duty of 
a Wife, in order to her contributing towards her Hasband's 
Eaſ:, Comfort, Tranquility of Mind, and Intereſt in bis 

alrSe | ; | | 

iſt, She muſt be thought to know, that *tis the Daty of 
a Wite to eſtcem her Huiſband's Friends and Enemies her own, 
and to obferve his Directions in the Choice of her Compa- 
nious : But, on the contrary, the, even immediately after 
| was mair\'d to ker, univerſally contemn'd, and fought 
Opportunities of difobliging my Friends, and thoſe that 
were of my Acquaintance, before I marry'd her, and con- 
tracted an Intimacy) with divers Perſons, againſt whoſe 
Converſation I gave ber a Caution; particularly, with 
thoſe ſcandalous Fleet//rret- Walkers, Nan Veſſey and Beſs 
Farrant ; and that, as I believe, purely becauſe I had in- 
form'd her, that J eftecnid them Women of a looſe Conver- 
ſati n, and unworthy of her Acquaintance. And this 
{alſe $:p of hers introduc'', you know, an Affair that 
prov d very expen/rv? to nie, as well as to thoſe Women, 
after they and ſhe quarrelld about their Expences at Ep- 
ſom. ns Practice of a Wiſe, of contracting a Friendſhip 
with Perſons her Husband does not affect, or that do not 
affect him, and of fhgliting and aftronting his intimate 
Acquaintance, and thoſe that ſhe finds have a Value fot 
lim, is fufficient of 1ts felt to make a Man very une 


. ty, and, hy cauſinig Feuds and Differences, to ruin him; 


eſpecially, in Caſe the Perſons the affect (as this Wor 
| man 
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2dly, She maſt be thought to know, that for a Wife to 
reep a Correſpondence with Perſons her Hasband is at Law 
ith, and to inform them what (honeſt) Methods he de- 


d ſigns to take in order to obtain his 17 * is contrary to 
es Wir Duty, and may be of pernicious Conſequence to him: 
h ret this ſhe did in the Caſe of Hilton, in his unjuſt Pro- 


ecution of me, in that Manner as has (p. 43, Hc.) been 
elated; as Hilton himſelf, when the Cauſe was ended, 
nd Peg Lawſon, who, as ſhe ſaid, went ſeveral Times 


ther than of a Wife ! 


weht to take all poſſible Care to preſerve in her Husband 
good Opinion of her Virtue, eſpecially in Caſe ſhe ever 


Nan Veſſey, Beſs Farrant, and ſuch other Women ker Cro- 
ies; and eſpecially her before-mention'd Intrigue with 
Frooker, ſufficiently diſcovers that ſhe. had no Regard to 
this Part of her Daty. And what can you ſay to her tel- 
ing me, (whether ſhe intended it or not) That ſhe would 


it We (p. 132.) with every Porter ſhe could meet with, that 
1: Ml might be pointed at as a Cackold ? | 
ke 4thly, She maſt be thought to know, that 'tis the Daty 


of a Wife to vindicate her Husband's Repat-tion, in all Ca- 
{cs whatſoever, ſo far as with Truth, Modeſty, and Ho- 
wy ſhe can: But ſhe (as you know) has. attempted, by 
what Meaſures ſhe has been able, to aſperſe me, blaſt my 
Reputation, and prevent People's thinking well of me; and 
it ths, not only by reporting as Matters of Fact divers falſe 
1, (tories rais'd of. me and my Relations by others, but by 
padding thereto many other ſcandalous Relations of her 
i Mown proper Invention. A worſe Practice than which, no 
tl Woman can be well guilty of towards her Husband, un- 
te leſs (he. directly murders him. For when a Man's own 
x} Wife ſhall report ſcandalous Things of him, who either 
1- will, or can entertain a good Opinion of him? And how 
hall a Man ſupport himſelf and Family, when his Re- 
oY putation is ruin'd ? At leaſt, he 88 nly can't do it with 

5 3 any 


an does) an Acquaintance with, are of a ſcandalous 


rith her to Hiltons, inform d me. And certainly you 
nuſt own, that ſhe therein acted the Part of a Traytor, ra- 


zaly, She muſt be thought to know, that a Woman 


formerly has been ſuſpected of Lewdneſs : Put her making 
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(154) 
any Satisfaction to himſelf. And was I as ill a Man as 
ſhe has ever endeavour'd to repreſent me, and caus'd me 
to be believ'd to be, I conceive not only her Duty as 1 
Mife, but the Confideration of her own ſcandalous Chara. 
fer, former ill Life, and having been ſo notorious a Chey 
to me, ouzht to keep her ſilent in the Matter. A Human 
that honoureth her Husband, fhall be judg'd wiſe of all : By 
fhe that diſhonoureth him in her Pride, ſhall be counted angodh 
of all, Eccleſiaſticus, Chap. xxvi. ver. 26. | | 
sthly, Sie muſt be thought to know, that *tis the D 
of a Wife to be faithſal to her Husband, whenever ſhe take 


or lays cut Money: Yet the, when ſhe liv'd with me, was 


almoſt every Day faulty in this Particular, as I fully dif- 
cover'd (p. 16.) when J was appriz d of her Practice: 
And what Man can be eaſy, when he muſt neither know 
how his Money comes in, nor how it goes out? Cer- 

tainly, no Man that values which End goss foremoſt, 
6thly, She muſt be thought to know. that tis the Du 
of a Wife to make her Husband her Confident on all Occa- 
* ions; and to have no Secrets, but what may be repos'd in 
his Brea: But (he, upon a new, Maid's entering her Ser. 
vice, us'd to take Care, in the t Place, to beget in her 
an ill Opinion of me, and then to engage her to be her Con- 
fident and Confederate in Matters that the knew tended to 
my Prefudice and Diſreputatien, Thus, to my Knowledge 
ſhe ated with three or four Maids during the two Years 
e liv'd with me, and, I believe, with moſt of the ref 
that I had during that I1me; which, thro* her perverſe 
Humour, w.re nine in all ; being more than I've had in 
the other ten Years that I've kept Houſe without her, tho 
I've uſually had two at a Time. : - 
Itlily, She muſt be thought to know, that tis the Day 
of a Wife to be ſubmiſſive to her Hasband, ſubjecting ket 
ſelf to his Will and Authority; and not, on any Occa- 
fion, to diſpute his Superiority : But ſhe, on the contra- 
ry, was never willing to allow any Thing to be tran 
acted according to my Deſire ; and. when I dar'd to 
thwart her Inclinations, the worſt Words and Names ſhe 
could think of, the aſſuredly treated me with, as Villain, 
Rogue, inſignificant Raſeal, &c! It is better to dwell in the 
Z | Wilder neſs, 
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Ek 135 ) | 
Wilderneſs, than with a contentions and an angry Woman, 
Prov. Xxki. 19. 

gthly, She muſt be thought to know, that tis the Duty of a 
Wife to be faithful to her Hutband in the Matters ſhe reports 
to him, and not to impoſe on him by Hing: But ſhe was 
ſo notoriouſly faulty on this Account, as that, I profeſs, 
[knew not how to gueſs, from her affirming or denying 
any Thing, whether it was true or falſe. Oiice, having 
been out into the Town, ſhe pretended to have acciden- 
tally met a Welſh-man, that inform'd her old Roger Milli- 
ums, the then Proprietor of Xavenhila-Eſtate was, when he 
left the Country, at the Point of Death; and thereupon ſhe 
went (ſhe ſaid) to the Monmouthſpire Carrier, who gave 
her the like Information, adding, that he believ'd the ſaid 
Williams was really dead; whereupon ſhe advis'd me to get 
a Horſe, and haſten into Wales ; as, had her Story been 
true, it would have been neceſſary 1 ſhould have done: I 
went immediately to that Carriers Inn, and (tho ſhe had 
told me ſhe ſaw him and his Horſes go out of Town two 
Hours before) found him and his Horſes there; and he a. 
ſurd me, he had not that Day ſeen. my Wife; and that if 
Mr. Roger Williams was either dead or ſick, 'twas more than 
he knew or had heard of. The 7 ruth is, my loving Wife 
intended to have ſent me that Fourney of about 300 Miles, that 
, thither and back again, purely that ſhe night have had an 
Opportunity of executing 4 certain Project in my Abſence ! And 
farther, that I might not miſtruſt her Zyes, ſhe would of- 
ten Times engage her Maid (when ſhe had one ſhe durſt 
confide in). to vouch for the Truth of her falſe Stories, Thus, 
one Day ſhe told me Mrs. Hilton, with wlioſe Husband 
I was at Law, had been at my Houſe, and had ſaid fp 
and ſo ; and call'd her Maid to vouch it, which ſhe Uid. 
And I imagining that an Midavit of the Words might be 
of Uſe in my Cauſe, got my Pen and Ink to ſet them 
down ; when the Maid, ofa fudden, was at a Loſs about 
almoſt every Word of the Story, which before ſhe had told 
as readily as poſſibly could be, ſo that I was oblig d to de- 
ſiſt from my Intention. I asking the Maid Oy 
by her ſelf, about it, (he aſſur d me, 'twas my Wife ha 
been the Night before at Hilton's, and had there ſaid the 
very Words to Hilton and his Wife, that ſhe pretended 

22 Hilton's . 
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Hilton's Wife had that Day ſaid at my Houſe, where (in iter 
Truth) ſhe had not been! Put (alas!) not only her Word f. 
are unworthy of Credit, but (as you know) her Oath 

too! I verily believe J have more than an hundred Time 

heard her ſwear, that ſhe knew ſuch and ſuch Things wert 
Matters of Fact, that ſhe, at the ſame Time, knew were 2 
not ſo. Tis, I think. probable, that ſhe wiltully perjurd 

ber ſelf. when ſhe, by Virtue of an Oath, obtain'd (p. 28. 

a Fuſtices Warrant for my procuring Sureties for the Peace, 

The following, is an cxaCt Copy of the Inventory ſhe, az 

Sir Jol n William's Fxecutrix, exhibited, on Oath, into. the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court of the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, viz. 


A true Inventory of: all and fingular the Goods and Chattels, 
and Creilits of fir John Williams, late of Langibby Ca-] 
ſtle in the Pariſh of Langibby, in the County of Monmouth, . 
Baronet, deceas d; which, ſince his Death, have come to the vix 
Hands, Poſſeſſion, or Knonledge of Elizabeth Pricchard, ( 
the Executrix nam'd in his la Will and Teſtament, c Pri 


follows, VIZ. b f 
: 0 . . fo | 9. d. WI 
5 One Drug get Suit, kay — 2 o 0 
1 Item, One bac Cloth Suit — — 9 15 0 1 
Item, Five Hol and & ir“s — — — I 5 off the 
Item, Oze Stuff Damwas: Morning-Gomn ——— oO 10 o an: 
Item, Twelve Crevats — — — © 6 of fit 
Item, Eleven Pair of Holland Sleeves oO -4 6 wi 
Item, Six Pair of Holland Drawers — — © 6 og; bea 
Item, Four Pair of Thread Stockings — o 1 41 
Item, T0 Perinig — 1 © Off on 
Item, Two H- — o 15 off ſhe 
Item, One Steel Seal— —————————— o o 6] ſhe 
Item, One Portmantle Trunk ————-o 1 6] 6c 
Item, One other Trunk —— — — _ 20] tf 
Item, One Gun — —  O 5. oo M 
Item, 7 wo Pair of Moollen Drawers —= — © 1 off gi 
Item, Two Pair of Woollen Waſt-coats —— 9 eee 
Item, Three Pair of Worſfed Stocking = — 1 6] lo 
Item, Siæ Caps  ——=——————— 2 | 
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„ 
Item, A Parcel of Lumber and Goods ſeix dN 
for the Queen's Tax, appraisd a. 3 12 1 


Eliz. Pritchard. 


22 Feb. 1704. Turata fuit 

_diftaElizabetha Pritchard, 

ſuper Veritate Inventorit ſu- 
pra dicti coram me, 


W. Clements, Swr. 


Preſente, 8 
Tho. Willymot, Nor. Pub, © 


The above-written Latin Words are thus engliſh'd, 
Via, ; | i - 

On the 22d Day of February 1704, the ſaid Elizabeth 
Pritchard was ſworn to the Truth of the aboveſaid Inventory 
b fore me, W. Clements, Surrogate, in the Preſents of Tho. 
Willymot, Notary Publick, | 


In this Inventory, there is not any Mention made of ei- 
ther Money. Butter, or Silk, belonging to Sir Fohn Milli- 
ams in his Life-time, that came to her Hands and Poſſeſ- 
ſion after his Death. But your preſent Wife, who hv'd 
wi. h Sir John Williams when he dy'd, and, as ſhe ſays, 
heard him own, on his Death-Bed, that he never was mar- 
ryd to this Womin, has lately aſſur'd you and me, and 
{ome other Perſons too, that, to her certain Knowledge, 


le receiv'd ſo much of Sir Jon Williams's Money, as that 


(he, after his Neath, broughi up twenty four Pounds in Mo- 
gry, that belong'd to Sir John Williams when he dy'd, out 
of Wa'es to London with her; which ſaid Sum of 24 J. your 
Mife 1a; s ſhe ſaw in her Poſſeſſion in the Country, and a- 
gain here in Town. Your Wife ſays oo, that ſhe alſo 
brouaht up to London a large Quantity of Batter, that be- 


long d to Sir John Williams at the Time of his Death, which 


was told for her in London, which is alſo omitted in the 

ſaid Inventory, as 18 (too) a Quantity of new Sill, that (as 

your Wife {ays) the chang'd away for Materials for a * 
5 — 
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of Cloaths for her ſelf : So that, in Caſe your Wiſe may 


(as I-believe ſhe may) be credited, this Woman has twice 


yung), wilfully, and very deliberately perjur d her 1cIf 


the Affair of her Exccutorſhip ; once at Dottors-Commons, 
when ſhe ſwore to the Truth of her Inventory, as above- 


written; and again, when ſhe (p. 50.) join'd with me in 


our Anſwer to Mr. Aorgan's Bill. And who, I betecch 
you, would care to live, or to have any Dealings, Com- 
merce, or Converſation with a Woman that can't be be- 
liev'd in any one Word (he ſpeaks ? Nor, indeed, on her 
Oath, tho ſolemnly taken in a padicial Way? I conceive 
the Reaſon of lier forſwearing the fai four and twenty 


Pounds, was. that the might have an Opportunity of cheat- 


ing her Brother Aaron For the (I'm told) at that Time, 

pretended (he wanted Moi:ey, and borrow'd five or fix 

Pounds of him, which, I believe, he never had again. 
gthly, She muſt be deem'd to know, that as a Wife is 4 


Man's ſecond S if, (as we ſpake) fo tis her Duty to take 
what Care {he can, that his Servants be Perſons of Fidelity, - 
Honeſty, Veracity, and as obſervant, reſpectful, and obliging 


to her Husband as to her ſelf. But, as I intimated betore, 
her Practice was to beget in her Maids an ill Opinion of 
me, and to make them her Confidents and Confederates, 
Maids fit for fuch a 17ireſs's Turn, mult certainly be Girls 


of very little Honeffy and Feracity ; and ſuch my Maids, 1 
ber chuſing, utually happen d to be. She choſe, and hir' 


them all durinig the two Years the liv'd with me; du- 
ring which Time, I had one Xaia-Servant ated the Band, 
and, when detected, excus'd her ſelf, by pretending (i tear 
with too much Truth) that her Miſtreſs was privy to the 


Matter! Another Maid-Seruant robb d nie of a Pair of 


Sheets, which I redeem'd from where ſhe pawn'd them. 
And another pretended M.i4-Servant CE, I/ omas) cams 


| (as I've been told) clapp'd into my Service, and was (tho 


unknown to me) curd there by my Medicines ; and has 
fince, to iny certain Knowledge, been guilty of wiltul and 
corrupt Perjury). The Band ſhe advis'd me to have kept, 
after the Crime, was detected. The thieving Wench's 
Cloth ſhe prevail'd with 'me (contrary to my own Incli- 
nations) to deliver up to her, without being firſt repay d 
more than four Shillings of the nint it coſt me in redeenung 
a; S my 
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my Sheets from where ſhe'd pawn'd them. And the clapp'd 
farſworn Wench, is ſtill her particular Acquaintance ! Like 
Miſtreſs, like Maids ! But to proceed. Two of my Maids 
aſſur d me, ſhe had ſeriouſly advis'd them, upon very tri- 
vial Occaſions, to ſwear the Peace againlt me! And 1 ſur- 
prizd her earneſtly adviſing and deſring another of them, to 
affront me with very opprobious Language, and falſe Sto- 
nes of a very ſcandalous Nature, and to have done it (too) 
in the Preience of a Perſon 1 don't remember ever to have 
ſeen before that Time in my Life. In ſhort, a Servant, in 
order to pleaſe her. mult aſſuredly be treacherous and abu- 
five to me. l might enumerate other Particulars, in which 
ſhe acted coi:trary to what ſhe muſt be thought to 
know is the Duty of a Wife towards her Husband ; but 
preſuming that thoſe already ſet down, are ſufficient to 
ſhew, that ſhe was, when ſhe liv'd with me, far from be- 
ing ſerviceable to me in relation to the third Cauſe for 
which our Compiler lays Matrimony was ordain'd, namely, 
for the mutual Society, Help, and Comfort of each other in Proſpe- 
rity and Adverſity, I ſhall forbear. However, I mutt not 
forget, that you have ſometimes ſuggeſted your being in 
Hopes that in Caſe | was to be reconcil'd to her, and to 
live with her again, ſhe would amend her Waß s, and not, 
for the ſu ure, demean her ſelf towards me as ſhe has for- 
merly done. But you have not pretended to ground fuch 
your ſuggeſted Hopes, on any Obſervations you have hi- 
therto made of her Conduct having bcen of late different 
from what it formerly has been. Her Behaviour at Sat- 
liff's (p. 137.) you was an Eye-witneſs of, which, as well 
as divers other late Inſtances thereof that might be given, 
ſeems to denote her Amendment to be near of kin to that ot 
ſour Are in Summer, and conſequently can't much ſtimu- 


hte me to ſeek a Reconciliation with her. Having ( 


hope) ſaid enough to conviuce you, aiſd every rational 
and unprejudic'd Perion, that in Caſe I ſhould be recon- 
cil'd to this meer Monſter of a Woman, I can't rationally 
luppoſe ſhe could and would be ſerviceable to me to (ſo 
much as) any one of the Purpoſes for which Woman 
was made, and Marriage ordain'd, I'll proceed to 
thew, : 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, My Opinion concerning the ancient and anl. 


dern Practice of Divorce. By the ancient Practice of Divorce, 
I mean that Practice of Divorce allow'd of by God himſelf 
to the Jens; and by the modern Practice of Divorce, I mean 
the preſent Practice of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, in this Part 
of the World, of divoicing a Man from his Wife, or a 
Woman from her Husband (a thoro & Mena) from 
Bed and Board. My Deſign is to explain and vindicate 
the Practice of Divorce that God allow'd of to the Jews; 
and to ſhew, that a Divorce, call'd ¶ Divortium d thoro 
& Mens) a Divorce from Bed and Board, 1s (de Facto) 
an abſolute Diſſolution of the Bond of Marriage. The 
Inſtitution of God's Law for Divorce allow'd: to the Jens, 
(and, I believe, to us Chriſtians too) is ſet forth in the four 
firſt Verſes of the twenty fourth Chapter of Deuteronomy, 
di. f 5 05> 
1. When 4 Man hath taken a Wife, and marry'd her, and 
it come to paſs that ſhe find: no Favour in his Eyes, becauſe he 
hath found ſome Uncleanueſs in her; then let him write her a 


Bill of Divorcement, and give it in her Hand, and ſend her 


ont of his Houſe. _ | T5 NT 
2+ And when ſhe is departed out of his Honſe, ſhe may go and 
be another Man's Wife. „ 
3. And if the latter Husband hate her, and write her a Bill 
of Divorcement, and giveth it in her Hand, and ſendeth her 


out of his Houſe : Or, if the latter Husband die, which took her 


to be his Wife, 5 
4. Her former Husband which ſent her away, may not take 


ber again to be his Wife after that ſhe is defil'd : For that it 


Abomination before the Lord, and thou ſhalt not cauſe the Land 
to fin, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an Inheri- 

FAnce, : | | 
The chief Difficulty in this Law, is, rightly to deter- 
mine what onght to be underſtood by the Words ſome 
UNCLEANNESS, for which the Marginal Reading is 
Matter of Nakednefs. . The Septuagint hath render'd the 
Hebrew Word of that Place #7ynyer rpayma, an wnſcemly 
Matter, and in the Latin Tranſlation, tis Turpem rem aliquem, 
any baſe. Matter. Diodati interprets it, ſome diſpleaſant, 
and noiſome Defect, either in the Body, or in the Beha- 
viour. The Dutch Annotations ſay, the Hebrew Word 
| . ſignifies 


ä 
ſignifies Nakedneſs, or Scandalouſneſs of any Thing wherein 
the Husband taketh Diſſike to her. Pool fays, The He- 
« brew Word ſiguifies Nakedneſs, or Shamefulneſs, or Filthi- 

« neſs of a Thing, ; i. e. (ſays he) ſome filthy, or hateful 
« Thing, ſome loathſome Diſtemper of Body, or Quality 
« of Mind, not obſerv'd before Marriage; or ſome light 
© and unchaſt Carriage, as this, or the like Phraſe com- 
© monly ſignifies, but not amounting to Adultery, which 
« was not, puniſh'd with Divorce, but with Death. < The 
Aſſembly of Divines, in their Aunotationt, take the Word 
properly to denote * fome bodily Uncleanneſs, as of the 
* Leproſy, or ſome other Diſeaſe, that is an Impediment to 
© Contentment in her; and they ſay, ſome add; as Cauſes of 
Divorce, Barrenneſs, Madneſs, Stubbornneſs, reproachful 
Inſolence towards her Husband, which is an Uncleanneſs 
of the Mind, and any other Things,which diſpoſe bim ra- 
© ther to loath her, than to love her. Milton lays, * The 
* Hebrew Word, tranſlated Uncleanneſs, ſounds Natedneſs 
© of ought, or any real Nakedneſs, which, by all learned In- 
* rerpreters is referr'd to the Mind, as well as to the Body. 
© The Intent (ſays he) of this Law undoubtedly was; 
that if any good and peaceable Man ſhould diſcover 
* ſome belp!eſs Diſagreement or Diſlike either of Mind 


or Body, whereby he could not chearfully perform the 


© Duty of a Husband, without the perpetual diſſembling 
© of Offence, and Diſturbance to his Spirit, rather than to 
© hive uncomfortably and unhappily both to himſelf and 
* to his Wife, rather than to continue undertiking a Du- 
ty which. he could not poſſibly diſcharge, he might dif- 
© miſs her whom he could not tolerably, and fo not con- 
© {cionably, retain. . And this Law. the Spirit of God, by 
the Mouth of Solomon, Prove xxx. 21, 23. teſtifies to be 
* a good and a neceſiary Law, by granting that 4 kated 
' Woman, (for ſo the Hebrew Word ſignifies, rather than 
* odiens, tho* it come all to oye} when ſhe is marry d, is a 
Thing that the Earth cannot bear. What foilows then but 
* that the charitable Law muſt remedy what Nature cannot 
' wndergo? I'll now briefly ſet dow my own Senſe on 
the Place, firſt negatively, and then affirinatively. Nega- 
tively, I fay, (iſt,) By ſome Uncleanneſs, can't be meant a 
Detektion of a young Woman's ot being a Maid 4 the 
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en 
Time her Husband took her to Wife: For ſuch a Detection 
laid her liable (Deut. xxii. 13, &c.) to be pumiſh'd by 
Death. (2dly) Adultery cin't be intended: For that alfo, 
( Levit. xx. 10.) was punifh'd by Death. (3dly,) A Suſpi- 
tion of Adultery can't be meant: For the Trial of the bitter 
Waters, (Numb. Chap. vi.) was appointed to determine that 
Matter, | 

And all Commentators, that T have feen, agree with me 
in theſe negative Points, Affirmatively, I ſay, That it 
ſeems to me, agreeable to the Senſe of Cmmentators, and 


to the Deſign of the Law, that by the Words ſome Un- 


cleanneſs, may be underſtood any Matter or Thing that a 
Man after Marriage diſcovers iti his Wife that ſo far affects 
him, as that inſtead of being the Object of his Love and 
Allections, ſhe juſtly becomes the Object of his Hatred 


and Averſion. And that thoſe Matters and Things may 


be conſider'd under two Heads, viz. (1ft,) Things that 
(at the Time of Marriage) naturally incapacitate a Wo- 
man for anſwering the Intentions and Purpoſes of a Wife. 
And, (2dly,) Habitual and wiltul Tranſgreſſions of her 
Duty towards her Husband, is, I conceive, undeniable. 
(iſt,) Becauſe Things that may be comprehended under 
the firſt Head, ſeem to render the Mariage, ab initio, null 
and void; and thoſe that belong to the ſecond Head, may 
juſtly be thought. to nullify and diſſolve the Contract. 
(2dly) Becauſe any Thing whatſoever that can be com- 
prehended under either of thoſe Heads, muſt neceſſarily be- 


get in the Man an Averſion for the Woman, and render 


her unfit to be deem'd his Wife; that is, ſuch an Help- 
meet for him, as God deſign'd, and his Law requires, e- 
very Woman ſhould be for her Husband. How many, and 
what, the Matters and Things are that may be compre- 
hended under theſe two Heads, or either of them, and 
which being by a Man diſcover'd in his Wife after his 
Marriage to her, may juſtly render her the Object of his 
Hatred and Avertion, and thereupon authorize him, by 
Virtue of this Law of Moſes, to write her a Bill of Divorce- 
ment, and give it in her Hand, and ſend her out of his Houſe, 
II not here go about particularly to enumerate and {et 
down, becauſe it would much lengthen this Letter, which! 
find will otherwiſe be much longer than I defign'd it. 

| | However, 


(Wh 
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However, ſeeing Cod created Woman; and inſtituted Mar? 
riage, that Man might have an agreeable Companion, in 
whole Society he might take Delight, and ſolace himſelf; 
znd by whom he ſhould be 40 d, cheriſh'd, honour d, and 
be obedientiy aſſiſted in all his AM fairs, even as by another 
lf, or even as if ſhe were actuated by his, not another, 
Soul, there is maſt certainly no doubt to be made, but that 
a Woman's aſſuming an Habit of acting and doing ſuch 
Things as 3 the Reverſe of every Part of her Dxty; 
and as glainly ſhew and diſcover that ſhe has no Love for 
her Huthand.; that ſhe is ſo far from honouring him, that 
ſhe deſpiſe; and jeorns him; and, by back-biting and flan- 
dering him, endeavours to render him odious to the Morid; 
and that, in the Pride of her Heart, ſhe avowedly ſets her 
own Authority in Competition with her Husband 8, I ſay, 
there is certainly no doubt to be made, but that a Moman 
thus acting and doing, may juſtly become the Object of her 
Husband's Hatred and Averſion, and that ſuch her Condult 
may be deem'd an Uncleanneſs, and a Canſe ſufficient for 
giving her, according to this Law, a Bill of Di vorce ment, 
and ſending her out of his Houſe: For (1ft,) If he re- 
tain her, he will, in all Probability, be for ever diſap- 
pointed of the greateſt Part (at leaft) of the Felicitie; that 
God ordain'd Marriage to procure to Man; and will have, 
in their ſtead, during Life, ſuch a Medly of dome/tick Broils, 
Perplexities, and Vexations, as human Nature can't well 
ſtruggle with, and which will neceſſarily increaſe his Ha- 
tred and Awverſjon for her. (2dly,) Seeing, by the Laws of 
God and: Nature, a Woman's Deſe ought to be to her 
Husband, ſeeking with all Love, Tendernefs, and Reſpett, 
to accommodate all her-Words and Actions, nay, her very + 
Thoughts and Inclinations, to his goed Liting and Appro- 
bation, and endeavouring, to ber Power, to be an Help- 
meet for him in all his Affairs, ſubjecting her (elf intirely to 
his Rule and Government, how aptly may all the Words, the 
Hebrew Word of the Text is render d by, be apply d to 
that Woman's Conduct, who acts the &. ve E of her Duty 
towards: her Husband ? What a Nakedneſs of Soul, that is, 
want of Virtueand Grace, does it ſhew ?-and what a ſpi- 
ntual Uncleanneſs, Filthinefs, and Shameſulnefs is it? or 
(which comes to the fame Effect) how foul, unſeemly, and 
e * baſe 
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baſe 4 Matter is it, in the Eyes of all the World, for a Wo- 
man to calumniate and reproach her Hasband behind his 


Back; to ſnap, ſnarl, ſcold at, and call him ill Names to 


his Face; to intrigue with and careſs ſome other Man, at 
Times and Places her Husband (if the can help it) muſt 
know nothing of; to ſet at nought his Counſel and Advice, 
and to bid Defiance to his Authority over her! Theſe, I ſay, 
are Things that 1n the Eyes and Opinion of all the World 
whether Jewiſh, Chriſtian, or Pagan, are deem'd foul, un- 
ſeemly, and baſ- in a Woman. And, indeed, a Woman, 
who caſts off her Subjection to, and aſſumes the Authority 
of her Husband, ſulverts and rebels againſt the Decree and 
Law of God, which (Gen. 11. 16. and 'Epheſ. v. 24.) has 
render d her ſubject to her Husband in every Thing, practi- 
cally renounces her Marriage- Covenant, diſengages her Huſ- 
band from his, and ceaſes in very Deed to be his Wife. 
Many proud Mumen (ſays Mr. Robinſon, in his Eſſays, p. 
302.) © think it a Matter of Scorn and Diſgrace, to humble 
© themſelves to God and their Husbands, and even glory 
in the contrary ; yet therein they do but glory in their 
© Shame, and in their Husband's Shame alſo; and whilſt 
they refuſe a Croſs, chuſe a Sin of Rebellion, both againlt 
© God and their Hasbands, © It certainly therefore is as a- 
'  greeable to Juſtice and Equity, that a Man (ſhould be al- 
low'd (as by this Law of God he is) to put away ſuch 4 
Wie, as that a Sovereign Prince ſhou!d baniſh a rtbellious 
Subject. This Law of Moſes is, I conceive, very much 
illuſtrated by the Words of the, Son of Sirach, in the fol- 
lowing Verſes of the xxvth Chapter of Eccleſiaſticus, vix. 
16. J had rather dwell with a Lion and a Dragon, tha to 
deep Houſe with a wicked Homan. * 
17. The Wickedneſs of a Woman changeth ker Face, and 
darkeneth her Countenance like Sackeloth, Ede; 7a 
18. Her Husband ſhall jt amongſt his Neighbours ; and when 
He heareth it, ſhall "gh bitterly. © = 
19. Al Wiciedneſs is but little to the Wickedrieſs of a Woman: 
Let the Portion of a Sinner full upon her. 
2208. As the climbing up a ſandy Way, is to the Feet of the 
Aged, fo is 4 Wife full of Wards (in the Margin, 4 ſcolding 
b1i/e) to a quiet Man. EE | 


21. Stumb.e 
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21. Stumble not at the Beauty of a Woman, and defire her nat 
for Pleaſure, 3 | | 
22. A Woman, if ſhe maintain her Husband, is full of Au- 
ger, Impudency, and much Reproach. 

23. A wicked Woman abateth the Courage, maketh an he, 
Countenance, and a wounded Heart. A Woman that will net 
comfort her Husband in Diſtreſs, maketh weak Hands and feeble 
Knees. | | | | 5 | - 

24. Of the Woman came the Beginning of Sin, and through | 
ber we all die. ; | 

25. Give the Water no Paſſage ; neither 4 wicked Woman Li- 
berty to gad abroad. | „„ 

Hitherto this Author has been preſenting us with a View 
of ſome of the Qualities of a bad Wife, and the Inconve- 
niencies that attend them; and, in the next Verſe, he (like 
another Moſes) adviſes us what to do with her. 

26. If ſhe go not as thou would ſi have her, cut her off from 
thy Fleſh, and give her 4 Bill of Divorce, and let her go, 

And let ker go] Aye, let her go, and fare her well. God 
and Nature give Leave ſhe be ler go; and mad muſt he be 
that ops her, Was it of undoubted Certainty, that this 
Book of Eccleſiaſticus was pern'd by Divine Inſpiration, as 
the Papiſts are of Opinion it was, and ſo deem it Canoni- 
cal, and of as good Authority as any Part of the Scripture, 


the Verſe laſt quoted would be an effectual Proof, that a 


Man is authorizd by Moſess Law for Divorce, to put a- 


way his Wife for any kalitual Tranſgreſſion of her Duty 


towards him. However, altho' tis not with us Canonical 
Scripture, yet the Matters therein contain'd.. are certainly 
very well worthy of Regard ; otherwiſe, the Church of Eng- 
land would not allow it to be read. as the ſth of her 
Xxxix Articles ſaith, for Example of Life, and Inſtrudlion of 
Manners. And molt of its Chapters would not otherwile 
be, as they are, by our Cmmon-Prayer-Heol, appointed to 
be read in the Church as firſt and fccond Leſſons in the 
Months of October and November. And if the Author 
was not a divinely infpird Writer, he was doubtleſs a 
religious Jew, well acquainted wich the uncoriupted Law 
of Moſes; ſo that what he fays, may be deem'd explana- 
tory thereof. But leſt you thould ſuſpect he was a Ho- 
man-hater, behold what he ſays in ſome Verſes of the next 
Chapter, Dix. 5 Z 1. Bleſſed 


| (1660 | 
ES, Bleſſed. is the Man that hath a virtuous Wife, for the 
Namber of his Days ſhall be double. Ta 
2. A virtuous Woman rejoyceth her Husband, and he ſhall 
fill the Years of his Life in Peace. 
13. The Grace of a Wife delighteth her Husband, and her 
Diſcretion mill: fat his Bones. Jp: | 
In like Manner he praiſes good and virtuous Women in 
divers other Verſes of this Chapter, and then concludes, 
26. A loud crying Women, and a Scold, ſhall be ſought out 


to drive away the Enemies. Why mayn't the Pope employ em, 


inſtead of fanctify'd Bells, to frighten Devils out of the Air? 
I recommend the Hiſtory of Queen Vati's Diſobedience 

and Divorce, ſet forth in the firſt Chapter of Efher, to the 

Peruſal of all Women that contemmn their Husband's Com- 


mands.. It, in ſhort, runs thus : Viz. That the Heart of 


King Ahaſuerns _ merry with Wine, he ſent his Chamber. 
tains to bring Vaſh Lis Queen before him, with the Crown 
Royal, to * the People and Princes. her Beauty; hut ſhe 
would not come. Then the King ſaid to the wiſe Men that 
knew the Law, wha: ſhall we do unto Queen Vaſti, according to 
Law, becauſe ſhe hath not perſorm d the Commandment of 
the King ? And Memuſan anſwer d before the King and the 
Princes, Vaſti the Queen hath not done wrong to the King on- 
ly, but alfo to all the Princes, and. to all the People, that are in 
all the King's Provinces : For this Deed of the Queen ſhall 
come” abroad unto all Women, ſo that they ſhall deſpiſe their 
Husbands. If it pleaſe the King, let there go a Royal Com- 
mandment from him, and let it be written. amongſt the Laws 
of the Perſians and the Medes, that it be not alter d, That 
Vaſti come no more lefore King Ahaſuerus, and let the Kin 
zive her Royal Eſtate to another that is better than ſhe. 411 
when the King's Decree, which he ſhall make, ſhall be publiſh'd 
| thre all kis Empire, 44 Wives ſhall give to their Husbands 
Honour, both to great and ſmall. And the Saying. pleat d the 
King, and the Princes ; and the King did according to the 
Word of Memuſan: For he ſent Letters into all his Provinces, 
That EVERY MAN ſpould bear RULE. in his own Houſe. 
Here you fee a Queen, a beloved Queen, is divorc'd for one 
Fngle At of Diſobedience to her Husband, and that, as it 


teems, by the Advice of the principal Lawyer of a large 


Empire, to the End (a. very good End) that other Women 


might 


w 
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in; diſgraces him by falſe and ſcan 


( 167) 
might not have her ill Example to ptead in Vindication 
of their own Diſobedience to their Husbands, but might 
ſonour them. And thereupon an unchangeable Law pais'd, 
That every Man ſhould bear Rule in hit own Hoyſe ! And if 
Queen Vaſti, for one Act of Diſobedience, merited a Di- 
rorce, what mult that Woman merit, who continnally 
conteſ's and contemns her Husband's Authority, daily brawls 
and ſcolds at him, calls him (p. 18.) Dog, Rogue, and Vil- 
x 2 Stories of her 
own Invention, wherever ſhe comes; hurls Looking-glaſſes, 
Stone Mugs, and Piſs-pots in his Face; conſults (p. 132) 
how to perplex lim by Wirchcraft, and threatens to either 
tab or poiſon him? Can (think you) ſuch a Monſter of a 
Woman expect to find Favonr in the Eyes of her Husband 2 
And what (unlefs the Gallows_) can ſhe be ſaid more juſt- 
ly to merit from him, than what the Law of God has di- 
rected, a Bill of Divorcement, and to be ſent out of his Houſe £ 
That{he may go and be any other Mans Wife, who ſhall 
think it worth his while to take her to Wife. 

The Form of the Bill of Divorcement us d by the Jews, 
Dr. Venette, in his Treatiſe 1ntitul'd, The Myſteries of Gm- 
jugal Love reveal'd, has, from Rabbi Maſche de Cotf, ſet 
forth 1n the Words following, viz. . 

* The 34 Day of the Week, the 29th Day of the Month 
ok in the Year of the Creation of the 


World, J. N. Pharaſee, dwelling at preſent at Yenice, + 


da Town ſituate at the Bottom of the Adriatick Gulph, do 
* proteli and declare, in the Preſence of NN. AV. Witneſſes, 
that I do demit and repudiate you my Wife, nam' d 
N. N. Daughter of N. Son of N. to the End you may 
hence forward be ftee to find out another Huband ſuita- 
ble to your Condition, without the Interpoſition or Hin- 
* derance of any Perſon whatſoever, to the Eternity of Ape: 
for ever and ever. And this is the Cartel of Divorce, 
' the Libel of Dinuſion, and Inſtrument of Defertion, 
* which I ſend you, according to the Ordinances of Mo- 
ſes and Iſrael. BO | | | 

The Witneſſes ſign'd in the Body of the Libel, and un- 


Aderneath, as well as the Husband. 


That the Law of Moſes, for Divorce, is become obſolere, 


is owing, I conceive, to a Miſconſtruction put upon the 


faxtecnth 


(168) N 
ſixteenth Verſe of the ſecond Chapter of the Prophecy of | '2 
the Prophet Malachi, the thirty ſecond Verſe of the fifth E. 
Chapter, and the ninth Verſe of the nineteenth Gapter of *. 
the Goſpel according to St. Matthew, by fome Expo “ 
ſors: For they having taken it for granted, (the Words . 
of thoſe Places, 'gly conſider'd, ſeeming to import ag t. 
much) that, in the firſt of thoſe Places, the Prophet A. || {7 
lachi reprehended the Uſe of Moſess Law for Divorce; . * 
and that our Saviour, in the two latter Places, had alto- In 
gether condemn d the Uſe thereof, except only in the Caſe ,! 
of - Adultery, have affirmd and taught, that the ſaid Law Lor 
of Moſes for Divorce, was only (the Words of Disdati on 
Dent. Xxiv. 1.) A judicial Law, which doth regulate the Li- Sd 
cenſe of Divorce by Policy; yet doth not approve of them in 
Conſcience. Or, (as ſays Mr. Trap, on Matth. v. 31.) That neſs 
Moles permitted Divorces, as a Law-maker, not as a Prophet; 
as a Civil Magiſtrate, not as a Man of God; meerly for the | 
Hardneſs of Mens Hearts, and for. the Relief of the Momen.  * 
Others, that it was a Diſpenſation only. For the ſetting 
this Matter in a clear Light, the true Meaning of thoſe: 
Places of Scripture muſt be known, and I will therefore foufl 
attempt the Diſcovery of it. The Words of the ſixteenth 
Verſe of the ſecond Chapter of Malachi, are, For the Lord their 
God of Iſrael ſaith, That he hateth putting away For one c-, 
wereth Violence with his Garment, ſaith the Lord of Hofs; len 
therefore take heed to your Spirit, that ye deal not treacherouſly, 
There are three Offences relating to Marriage, which 
the Lord, by the Prophet Malachi, lays to the Charge of Vert 
the Ferns, in this Chapter. Firſt, Their Inter-marriages 
with the Daughters of Idolaters. Secondlv, Their Polygs- 
my. Thirdly, Their putting away their Wives by Tres. 


cher. b 8 

Hrt, Their Inter-marriages with the Daughters of Idolareri cat 
This Sin is laid to their Charge in theſe Words, ver. 11. 
Judah hath dealt treaclierouſiy, and an Abomination is commit: 
ted in Iſrael, and in [eruialem: For Judah hath profand 
the Holineſs of the Lord, which he low'd, and hath marry d the 
| Davghter of 4 ſtrange God, By Judah, mult be underſtood 
the Jewiſh People; and by the Daughter of a ſtrange 
God, the Daugliter of an Heathen, one that worthips 4 
ſtrange God, with whom the Lord had forbidden them 


| Cs 
oo make any Covenant, and particularly to inter-marry, 
Exod. xxiii 32. Thou h 
with their Gods, Deut. vii, 3. Neither ſhalt thu mike Mar- 
riages with them: Thy Daughter thin ſhalt not give to his Son, 
nir his Daughter ſbak thou take to thy Son. And the Reaſon 
is there given; viz. For they will turn away thy Son from fol- 
lining me, that they may ſerve other Gods, | 
Secondly, Their Po/ygawy. This Sin is charg'd on them, 
in the following Verſes of this Chapter, viz. 


13. And this kave ye done again, covering the Altar of the 


, 

: Lord wit Tears, with weeping, and with erying Ont, in ſomuch 

1 | that he reg ardeth not the Offering any more, or receiveth it with 

good Will at your Hands. . 

4. Tet ge ſay, wherefore ? Becauſe the Lord hath been Wit- 

a 15% between thee and the Wife of thy Youth, againſt nl m thou 
haſt dealt treacherouſly : yet is ſhe thy Companion, and the Wife 

be f of thy Covenant, 5 LIP 

„ 15: And did not he male one? Tet had he the Reſidue of the 

- | Spirit : And wherefore one? That he might ſeek a gedly Seed: 

el 7 Perefore take heed to your Spirit, and let 3 treache- 
toufly ag aint the Wife of his Youth. 

th {hat the Prophet here chargeth the eus with a Sin againſt 


their Marriage. Covenant, is evident from the following 


Words contain'd in the 14th Verſe, vx. The Lord hath 
„been Witneſs bermeen thee and the Wife of thy Touth, againft 
hm thou haſt dealt treacherouſiy: Tit is ſhe thy Companion, 
on 4nd the Wife of thy Covinart, And that this Sin was Poly- 
of 7 appears from his Expoſtulation with them in the 15th 
erſe, viz. And did not he make one? That is, di not the 


4. for, one Man ? Yer he had the Reſidue of 1! e Spirit : Imply- 
ing, that he could, if he had approv'd of Polygary, have 


or; created more than one Woman tor Adam : As thoſe _ 


11.0 Vords are interpreted. And wherefcre one? The Prophet 
ij anſwers, That he might ſeek 4 zodly Seed: That is, ſays 
„Mr Torſhel, © God requires that you ſhould cleave to your 
heh Wives, and not take the Daughters of a ffrange God, leſt 
od} Jour Seed be educated in /dolatry. * But, I conceive, it 


tion, the Children produc'd thereby, tho“ not of /dularreſ- 
e are not a godly Seed. 9 take heed to nt 


alt make no Covenant with them, nor 


95 Lord make one Woman to be rhe Wife of, or Help-meet 
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tather implies, that Polygamy not being of God's Inſtitu- 


(170) 
That is, keep a Watch upon your Spirits and Affections, 
to content your ſelves with your good and lawful Wives. 
And let none deal treacherimſly ag ain$t the Wife of his Youth ; 
that is, in marrying the Daughter of a ſtrange God, to per- 
plex and grieve her. And altho* Polyg-my be often hiſto- 
rically mention d in the Old Teffament, yet it 18 ſo far from 
being therein expreſsly allow'd of, that it ſeems poſitive- 
ly forbidden, Lev. xviii. 18. Neither ſhalt thou take a Wife 
to ker Siſter (the Hebrew Phraſe for two Wives together) 
to vex ker, And if a Few might not lawtully (as moſt 
think he might not) have two Hebrew Wives at a Time ; 
certainly much let- might he Jawfully marry an Idolatreſt, 
to be in Copartnerſhip with his Hebrew Wife who proba- 
bly had been very dutiful, loving, fruittul in Children, 
and in whom, ſhe having been the Wife of his Youth, he 
ought (Prov. v. 18.) to rejoyce. This might well make 
her (ver. 13.) to cover the Altar of the Lord with 7 ears, 8c. 
that is, in Prayers and Supplication to God on the Ac- 
count of her Husband's having thus dealt 1njuriouſly, and 
(as the Text ſays) treackerouſly by her. | 
Thirdly, Their putting away their Wives treacherouſly. This 
Sin is charg d on them, in the before cited ſixteenth Verſe, 
vic. For the Lord God of Iſrael faith, that he hateth puttin 
anay : For one covereth Violence with his Garment, faith the 
Lord of Hoſts ; thereſore take heed to your Spirit, that ye deal 
not treacheruuſty. As by the before going Verſes, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that the Jens were in the Days of Malachi guilty 
of marryinz the Daughters of dolarers, and of Polygamy ; 
ſo from this Verſe, it is evident, that the usd Treachery 
in putting away their Wives, by Virtue of oſes's Law 
for Divorce. And that their uſing Treachery in putting a- 
way their Wives, (which probably they did, that tbey 
might with the greater Freedom marry the Daughters of 
Idolatert) is the Sin that tle Lord, by the Prop et, here 
lays to'their Charge, is very plain: For, as the fr Clauſe 
of the Ve:1e affirms, 7%. Lord God of Iſrael ſaith, That he 
kateth putting away : So the next Clauſe aſſigns the Reafon 
of that Hatred: For one codereth Violence wit! his Garment, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts; that is, he who unjuſtly puts away 
his Wife, covereth the Violence, Injuſtice, and Treachery he 
is therein guilty of with Maſes's Law for Divorce, * 
| | ot 


61710 
doth his Body with a Garment. And then the laſt Clauſ 
ſubjoyns an Admonition againſt the Sin reprov'd ; there- 
ore take heed to your Spirit, that ye deal not treacherouſly : 
ſhat is, in Caſe you put away your Wives, by Virtue of 
Moſes's Law, for Divorce, take heed you do it not treache- 
rouſly, and without ſuch Cauſe for your ſo doing, as that 
Law requires. But left my Expoſition of this Vet te ſhould 
not be ſatisfactory to you, I Il annex what Mr. Torſhel, in 
his Exercitation upon the Prophecy of Malachi, hath {aid 
upon this Verſe, viz. For the Lord God of Iſrael ſaith, that 
he hates putting away ; for one covereth Violence with his Gar- 
ment, ſaith the Lord.] Deal not treacherou!ly with your 
Wives, after ye have taken other Wives unto them, then 
to put them away, and pretend that the Law allows you 
to give them Bills of Divorce , for this is but the covering 
of your Violence and Injury with that Garment or Cloak; 
but the Lord is ſo far from allowing L iverces in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, that he hates them. Tale heed to your Spirit, that ye 
deal not treacherouſly.] That is, in taking other Wives; 
and when you. are convinc'd of the Sinfulneſs of keeping 
two Wives, deal not treacheroaſly in putting away your old, 
pretending Law for Divorces, and that you may ately do 
it; for the Lord kates this-Froatwy in making —_— Di- 
vorces, and thereby cloaking your Sin. Thus Mr. T orſhel, 
And another Commentator ſays, * In this Verſe, the Prophet 
proceeds to the third main Sin here reprov'd in this Peo- 
ple, Divorces ; not {imply condemning Divorce, as if in 
no Caſe it were lanful, but for every vain Cauſe and light 
* Diſlike, when they hated cr diſtił d them, for that to put 
them away, is what he reproves. So that the Jens were 
not, by the Prophet Malachi, reprov'd for putting the 
Law of Moſes for Divorce in due Execution, in putting 
away fuch Wives as found no Fævour in their Eyes, becauſe 
they had found ſome Uncleanneſs in them ; but for their 
treacherouſly putting away, by Virtue of that Law, Wives 
in whom they had not found any Uncleanneſs, becauſe they 
had ' diſcover d LUST in themſelves towards other Wo- 
men, even the Daughters of /dolaters ; and were appriz d 
that, in order to receive them in Marriage, it was neceſſa- 
ry they ſhould put away their (od blameleſs Wives. 
This was not a due Uſe, but a groſs Abuſe of the Law of 
s 7 T3 Moſes 


(172) By 

Moſes for Divorce; and this Abuſe of that Lam, was the 
Sin that God, by the Prophet Malachi, reproves in the 
Tem: And this Sin, I conceive, they were guilty of by 
eins of ſome falſe Gloſs that their Prieffs, the Expounders 
of the Law of Moſes, put upon this Law for Divorce, 
For the firſt Verſe of this tecond Chapter of Malachi ſays, 
And now, O ye Prieſts, this Commandment is for you. And 
Verie the 8th, Ye (that is, ye Prieſts) are departed ont of 
the Way ; ye have causd many to ſtumble at the Law © ye have 
corrupted the Covenant of Levi, ſaith the Lord God of Hoſts, 
And Verſe the 9th, Therefore have 1 aiſa made you contemfti- 
ble and baſe before all the People, according g4 ye have not kept 
my Ways, but lade been partial in the Law. So that, where- 
as by Moſss Law for Divorce, When a Man kath taken 4 
Wi#e, and marry'd ter. and it come to paſs, that ſhe find no 
Favour in his Eyes, becauſe he hath found ſome Uncleanneſs in 
her, he was to write her a Bill of Divorcement, and give it in 
her Hand, and ſend her out of his Hiuſe. Theſe Prieſts pro- 
bably taught the People, that, by Virtue of this Law, a 
Man was at Liberty (as the Phariſees, Matth. xix. 3. ſaid) 
to put away his Wife for every Cauſe ; that is, for every (light 
and trivial Cauſe, Humour, and Diſlike ; which the Law 
of Moſes, rightly: conſider'd, by no Means countenances; 
and which, if admitted of, would tend more to the Con- 
fuſion, than good Order of the World. The Lay (faith 


St. Paul, 1 Tim. i. S.) is good, if a Man uſe it lawfully ; but 


for a Man to deal :reacherouſiy, and to wrelt the Law to co- 
ver Violence and Injuſtice, is a very unrighteous Attion.; and 
ſeeing the Fews ſo did by Moſes's Law for Divorce, in 
treacherouſiy putting away their Hebrem Wives, in order to 
marry the Daughters of Idolaters, no wonder the Lord God 
f Iſrael ſaith, that he hateth ſucli puiting away their Wives, 
under Pretext of his Law by Moſes for Divorce, and de- 


horts them againſt ſuch rreacherous Doings for the Future. 


In having done which, there is nothing more plain, than 
that he did not condemn ſuch putting away, as the Law 
_ of Moſes for Divorce allows of; but that putting away on- 
ly, which was done by Treachery, and without any ſuch 
Cauſe for putting away, as that Law requires. It thus ap- 
pearing, as I humbly conceive, that this Place of Scripture, 
according to our now Zext Reading, does not contain 
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one Word againſt the Law of Moſes for Divorce, I need not 


urge that our Margin, and, as Dr. Wkithy in his Anno» 


tations on Marth. xix. 3. ſaith, the Chaldee and Septuagint 
read this Verſe, For the Lord God of Hrael ſaith, If thou ha- 
teſt, thou ſhouldeſt put her away, 8&c. Which Reading, direct- 
ly confirms the Precept of Moſes for Divorce. I thall now 
procced to conſider the Words of our Saviour, -; 

Matth. v. 32. But 1 ſay unto ytu, That wheſoever . ſhall put 
away his Wife, ſaving for the Cauſe of Fornication, cauſeth her 
to commit Adultery : And whoſocver ſhall marry her that is di- 
vorced, committeth Adulter. 8 

Our Saviour faith, (Matth. xxiii. 2.) The Scribes and the 
Phariſees ſit in Moles's Seat; that is, they are the profeſs'd 
and receiv'd Interpreters of the Law of doſes. They were 
(I conceive) the Szccefſors of the Pric/ts ſpoken of by the 
Prophet /Aalachi. - They lov'd (ver. 6.) the upper moft 
Rooms at Feaſts, and the chief Seats in the Synagogues, and 
(ver. 7.) Greetings in the Markets, This ſhews, they ſet a 
great Value on themſelves, and were in high Eſteem a- 
mongſt the People. And as they were the profeſs'd Inter- 


preters of the Law of Moſes, ſo they pretended themſelves 
tri Obſervers of it, and very religious Men. They made 


(ver. g.) broad their Phylabterics ; which were Parchments 
on which the Commandments. ( Numb. xv. 38, 39.) were 
wrote, They made (vcr, 14.) long Prayers; and they 
paid (ver, 23,) Tythe of Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin. 
They ( Luke xviil. 9.) truſted in themſelves that they were 
righteous, and deſpisd others, But, alas! notwithſtanding 
their great Pretenſions to Religion, and Knowledge in 
the Law, they were (Matth. xxiii. 13.) Hypocrites ; and 
altho* they (ver. 28.) outwardly appear d righteous unto Men, 
yet within they were full of Hypocriſy and Iniquity. They 
taught (ark vii. 7.) fer Doctrine the Commandments of 
Men; nay, they (ver. 9.) rejected the Commandments of 
Cod, that they might keep their own Traditions; and made 
( Matth, xv. 6.) the Commandments of God of none Effect, by 
their Traditions, Yea, they had the Confidence to take it 
ul, (Mar“ vii. 2, 3.) that our Savicur's Diſciples tranſ- 
preſs'd a trivial Tradition of theirs, in eating Bread with un- 
naſp'd Hands | It evidently appears from Scripture, that 
theſe Interpreters of the Lay of doſes, the Seriles and Pha- 


riſees, 


(174 ) 6 
riſeet, wretchedly impos d on, and miſled the 8 (1ſt, ) 
By too ſtrictly interpreting ſome of the moral Precepts of 
Aoſes. (zdly,) By taking Words and Phraſes from o- 
:thers of them. (3dly,) By ailding Words and Phraſes to 
(RI!) ſome otheis of them. (4thly,) By teaching for Do- 
 Qrine Traditions of their own ; no Footſteps of which are 
contain'd in the Law of Mi.ſes. (Sthly,) By inducing the 
People, thro their Example, to perform religious Duties, 
more out of Regard to Men, than out of a Senſe of theit 
Duty to God, and what would be for bis Glory. So that 
their Mutations in the moral Precepts of Moſes, erronious 
Gloſſes thereon, and Traditions ſuper-added thereto, even 
abo 1ih'd all true Religion, and led the People into innu- 
merable Errors and ſinful Praffices, Well therefore might 
our Saviour bid his Diſciples ¶ Matth. xvi. 6.) take heed. 
and beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees, and of the Saddy- 
tees; (the Saddacees too were a Sect of Fewiſh Teachers) 
and by the Leaven of the Phariſees, and of the Sadducees, 
we are inform'd (ver. 12.) he meant their Doctrine. And 
our Saviour did not deem it ſufficient, to give his Diſci- 
ples and the People only ſome general Cautions to beware 
of the Leaven of the Phariſces, and other Teachers of falſe 
Doctrine amongſt the Fews; but he condeſcended to ſhew 
the Vanity of ſome particular Traditions of theirs, and to 


reſcue divers particular moral *Prcceprs of Moſes from their Ii 


Mutations and erronious Glofſes, and to inſtruct; his Diſci- 
ples and the Peopic in the true Import and Meaning of 
thole Precepts, And at our Saviowr's thus doing, the Pha- 
riſees, who were ¶ Matth. xv, 14.) blind Leaders of Blind, 
very Fools ( Matth. xxili. 19) in Matters of Religion; and 
(ver. 14.) meer Hypocrites ; were (Matth. xv. 12.) offend d! 
That is, las Dr. Whitby on the Place, they were induc'd by 
it, n't to reject their own, but Chiilt's Doctrine, and to deny 
him lo be the true Meſſiah. And as our Savirar, in the 5th 
of Marthew, and eliewhere, took much Pains in reſcuing 
the moral Precepts of Moſes trom the erronious Gloſſes of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, and in ſhewine the Vanity of their 
Traditions : So it is very remark. ble, that he, before he at 

allenterd on this great Work, leſt his Diſciples ſhould 


miſtake his Intention, and imagine his Quarrel was asJ. 


well with ſome of the moral Precepts of Moſes themſelves, 
ED as 


therv 


173 


s with the Scribes and Phariſees erronious '( loſſes thereon, 


and their Traditions, id unto his Diſciples, (Marth. v. 


17.) Think not that I am come to deſtroy the Law, and the Pro- 


pets. I am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil. Dr. Whitby” 


leads this Verſe paraphraſtically thus, viz. 


17. (And tho I preach a more ſpiritual Doctrine, than 


is containd in the Letter even of the moral Law, yet) 
Think not that I am come to deſtroy (i. e. to diſſolve or looſe 
you from the Obligation of) the Law and the Proghets ; 
(for) 1 am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil (them, to give 
you the Senſe and the ſpiritual Import of the moral Law, 
ind to fulfil the Types and Predictions of the Law and the 
Prophets.) And the Doctor, in his Annotations on this and 
the next Verſe, ſays, It is not to be thought that Chrift 
came to deſtroy the moral Law, or any Rules of Mora- 
' lity deliver'd by the Prophets. — (Hriſt only undertakes 
the true Interpretation of the Precepts, which reſpect the mo- 
ral Law; in theſe alone can he be rationally conceiv'd to 
© require bur Righteouſneſs ſhould exceed that of the Scribes and 
© Phariſees, and not in the literal Obſervance of the ritual 
Precept, in which they were exactly ſcrupulous, whilſt 
they neglected Judgment, Mercy, and the Love of God. 
The Aſſembly of Divines, in their Annotations on this 
Verſe, write thus, viz. 1 

Think not that I am come] This is a Preface to the follow- 
ing Expoſition of the Law, wherein our Saviour prevents 
their Miſconſtructiun thereof. They hearing the Law o- 
therwiſe expounded than their Teachers us'd to do, might 
think that Chri5# did abrogate the moral Lan, and bring 
in a new one: He warns them therefore not to think ſo, 
To deſtroy the Law and the Prophets.] I give none other moral 
Precepts than Mioſes did, nor any other Iuterpretation of that 
Law, than the Prophets did. | | 


Our Saviour: more fully confirms this Matter in the next 


Verſe, vie;.:.:--. „ 

18. For verily I ſay unto you, till Heaven and Earth paſs, 
one Fot or one Tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Lan, till 
all be fulfill d. Jill (ſays the Aſſembly of Divines in 
their Annotations on this Verſe) this World come to 
an End, the moral Law (}all ſtand in full Force. One 
* Jot or Tittle ; (that 15) not the leaſt Letter, or Particle 
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© of a Letter. A Proverbial Speech ſgnifying, that exact 
Obedience is due to the oral Lam to the World's End; 
but not concluding that we have Power to fulfil it. 
© This was a needful Doctrine, becauſe the Phariſees en- 
deavour'd to make void ſome Part of it by their Tradi. 
tions. And no Man hath Power to abrogate, or dif. 
© pence with any Part thereof; not that which he thinks 
© leaſt needful. 3 | 
And as a ſtill farther Confirmation of this Matter, our 
Saviozr proceeds, and ſays. 5 3 
19. Whoſoever therefore ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Com- 
mandments, and ſhall teach Men ſo, he ſhall be call'd the leaſt 
in the Kingdim of H:aven ; but whoſoever ſhall do, and teach 
them, the ſame ſhall! be cal''d great in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
By one of theſe leaſt Commandments, the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines underſtand one of thoſe Precepts of the Moral Lay, 
which the Phariſces and others made leaſt Account of. 
And our Saviour yet farther, by Way of Application to 
his Diſciples, inforccs this Matter, and ſays, . 
20. For I ſay unto you, that except your Righteouſneſs ſhall 
exceed the Ri: hteoaſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in J. 
no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 8 
That is, ſays Dr. Whitby on the Place, Except (I.) ye] 
© obſerve all the Precepts of the ral Lam, not making 
© any of them void, by your Traditions; not leaving un- 
done the ore weighty Matters of the Law, Fudgment, Faith lp,,11 
© and Mercy, as they do, Matth. xxiii. 23. (2.) Unleſs Itneſe 
© ye do obſerve this [ral] Law, not only according to 
the outward Man and Letter, but alſo in the ſpiritual 
6 Senſe; and ſo as to cleanſe your Hearts from thoſe in- 
* ward Diſpoſitions, which are in God's Sight Violation 
© of it, 4nd d file the Man, you will not be fit to enter in- 
to my Kingdom. | 5 , 
After all this, it certainly is not to be imagin'd, that 
our Saviour has abrogated, made null and void any one of 
the meral Precepts of Moſes + He moſt aſſured ly only ex- 
plain'd divers of them, and reſcu'd inch of them from 
the erronious Gloſſes of the Scribes, Pharijees, and othet 
2 [nterpreters. And this will {till more fully appear, 
by conſidering and proving the five Particalars, in and bypf ji. 1 
| es ; | which, ( of 
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which, as I ſaid above, the Scribes and Phariſees appear in 
N Sriptare to have impos d on, and miſled the ems. 

. Firſt, The Scribes and Phariſees too ſtrictly interpreted 
* ſome of the moral Precepts of Moſes. The Words of our 
Lwiour are, | ; 

Auth. v. 27. Ye have heard that it was ſaid by them of old 
Time, thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. | 

Here our Saviour hath cited the ſeventh Command ment: 
Ir And, in the three ſubſequent Verſes he goes on to explain 

Hit : And from that his Explanation of it, it evidently ap- 
- Ipears, that the Scribes and Phariſees interpreted it ſtrictly, 
f and deem d nothing, but the carnal Knopledge of another 
Man's Wife, to be a Tranſgreſſion of it. | 
. Dr, Whitby reads theſe four Verſes paraphraſtically thus, 
[- ix. | N | | pe. 
| 27. Te have heard thas it was ſaid by (Gr. to) them of old 
Time, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, (Exod. xx. 14.) 

28. Bur (know that it is not all which is forbidden by 
that Precept, for) 7 ſay unto you, whoſoever looteth on a Mo- 

man to luſt after ber, hath committed Adultery with her already 
ang TY Eo 00 = 

29. And (if then) thy right Eye offend thee, thus luſt- 
ing) pluck it out, and 2 he * Yew Ci. e. ome all 
luch impure Lultings ;) for it is profitable for thee, that 
ne of thy Members ſpould periſh, and not that thy whole Body 
ſhould be caſt into Hell; Ci. e. it is better for thee to want 
theſe Delights at preſent, than by enjoying them, to plunge 
both Soul and Body into Hell.) , 

30. And if thy right Hand offend thee, (by miniftring to 
n this, or any other Sin) cut it off, and caſt it from thee ; for 
NB; is profitable for thee, that one of thy Members ſhould periſh, 
Und not that thy whole Body ſhould be caſt into Hell. 

The Doors Annotations on theſe Verſes, are as fol- 
atYows, viz. Zu have heard that hath been ſaid to them of old, 
on Ye ſhall not commit Adultery.] And this the Rabbins inter- 
8 rs ſtrictly, calling it the 35tlr Precert, forbidding to 
my he with another Man's Wife ; on which Account our Lord 
"IF proceeds to ſay, tis alſo a Prohibition of all Incitements 
i to Adultery, call'd by St. Peter the adulterous Eye, 2 Pet. 
by ii. 14. And by the Poet, Alultera Mens, the Adultery 
IF of the Heart, in luſting after any Woman; only this 

— x « ſeems 
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© ſeems not to be meant of every ſudden Deſire in us be- 
© fore we are aware, and ſuppreſs'd, and · contradicted as 2 
© ſoon as *tis obſerv'd ; but moroſe Deſires, which we cu 
© conſent to, and entertain with Pleaſure, without retract. 
ing them; and more eſpecially, of ſuch Deſires which | lec 
© are follow'd with Contrivance how to accompliſh what I 
© we thus dcfire, and which we are only reſtrain'd from 
the Accompliſhment of, by want of Opportunity. In | [+ 
© the firſt Caſe, Luſt hath conceiv d, and brought forth Sin, | = 
© a Sin againſt this Precept, as it forbids all Incentives to! 
E Adultery. In the ſecond, it is finith'd in the Will, andi. 
© hath brought forth Death; and doubtleſs will be ſo e- It 
© ſteem'd by that God, who, as he eſtimates our good & 
© Actions, rather from our good Minds, Purpoſes, and © « 
© Intentions, than from the Act it ſelf, which oftentimes © tl 
js not in our Power; ſo will he our evil Actions, more © + 
© from the full Conſent of the Will, which makes them] © :/ 
© morally evil, than from that Fact which only renden te. 
them more evil in the ſame Kind, as adding to them] © th 
© Scandal, and Injury to others. And therefore theff qi 
Words Adaltery in his Heart, are not here us d to dimi- 
© niſh the Adultery, or ſignify it is leſs truly ſuch, but to 
© ſhew the true Interpretation of the Precept. And tho* ma 
© ny Things are produc'd from the Talmudiſtis, to 
© ſome of their Rabbins condemn'd this looting on a Wh 
ran, as a very vile Thing; yet nothing is produc' 
] from them, to ſhew they held it forbidden by this Pref That 
Cept. 3 5 8 | | 
1 N (iſt,) That our Saviour's Explanation of thi: 
Precept, is agteeable to moral Equity For whatever Act i: 
Gofal and forbidden, the Incentives to that Act muſt be 
deem'd ſinful and forbidden. (adly,) That our Saviour 
Explanation of this Precept, effectually diſcovers the exceed} M. 
ing Sinfulneſs of the Phariſees ſtrict Interpretation thereof | they x 
For it ſhews their Interpretation 1ndulg'd the People in Si Elder 
againſt this Precept. | = 4. 
Secondly, the Scribes and Phariſees ĩimpos d on, and miſf} they e 
led the Jem, by taking Words and Phraſes from ſome df vecei 
the moral Precetts of Moſes, 5 | els, 


Af which 


(199) 


s © 2o7ce * But Vil firſt conſider, and prove the other Parti- 


re culars. | 3 25 | 
>. | Thirdly, The Scribes and Phariſees impos d on, and miſ- 


þ | 1d the Jens, by adding Words and Phraſes to ſome of the 


it moral Precepts of Moſes. a | 

m Matth. v. 43. Ye have heard that it hath been ſaid, Thos 
n ſpalt love thy Neighbour, and hate thine Enemy. 

n | Dr. Whitby, in his Annotations on this Verſe, ſays; 
of * Theſe Words, Thon ſhalt hate thine Enemy, axe not found 
d © in the Law of Moſes; tho nothing is more frequent in 
e- {| © the Fewiſh Canons, nothing more certain in their Pra- 


d © tice, than that they had, as Tacitus obſerves, Inteſtinum 


d © odinm adverſus omnes alios, a deadly Hatred againſt all 
sf] © that were not of their Religion; which affords a ſtrong 
tell Argument, that Chriſt here is not correcting, or adding to 
im © the moral Precepts of the Law, but oppoſing the corrupt In- 
roll © terpretation of the Scribes and Phariſees; of which we have 
ml © this farther Argument, That the Law expreſsly doth re- 
hel quire this Love of Enemies, and the Love of Strangers 

in the higheſt Meaſure, ſaying, Lev. xix. 18. Thou ſhalt 
i © love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf ; and, ver. 34. The Stran- 


all © you, and thou ſhalt love him as thy ſelf ; for ye were Stran- 
6 gers in the Land of Egypt, Cc. Bs 1 
5 And thus, I conceive, the third Particular, namely, 

That the Scribes and Phariſees added Words and Phraſes to ſome 
of the moral Precepts of Moſes, is ſufficiently prov'd. 

id Fourthly, The Scribes and Phariſees impos d on, and miſ- 
i led the Fews, by teaching for Doctrine Traditions of their 
0 _ no Footſteps of which are contain'd 1n the Law of 
* Moſes. | | | 

i Mark vii. 3. For the Phariſees, and all the Fews, except 
if 5 waſh their Hands oft, eat not, holding the Tradition of the 
ol Elders. „„ 

4. And when they come from the Market, except they waſh, 
they eat not. And many other Things there be, which they have 
of receiv'd to hold, as the waſhing of Gaps, and Pots, brazen Veſ- 

ſels, and of Tables, 5 
Matth. xv. 1. Then came to Feſus Scribes and Phariſees, 

wich were at Jeruſalem, ſaying, 2 2.) Ny do thy * 
55 2 | ples 


An Inſtance of this we have in the Precept for Di- 


© ger that * with you, ſhall be as one home- born among 


"if 


ples tranſpreſs the Traditions of the Elders ? For they waſh not 
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their Hands when they eat Bread. 


Of this Tradition of the Elders, Gith Dr. Whitby in his 
Annotations on Matth. xv. 2. let it be noted, iſt, That 


© they held it a Thing plainly unlawful, and highly cri. 


c 
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* their Days, and they were calld Phariſecs. 


minal, to eat Meat, or, common Bread, till they had 
waſh'd their Hands; hence doth the Phariſees find Fault 


with Gris Diſciples, and ſtile their Hands anclean, be- 


cauſe they were not waſh'd, Mark vi. 2. Hence doth 
the Phariſee, who invited Christ to Dinner, wonder that 
he waſh'd not his Hands before Dinner, Lake x1. 38. 
For their Canon faith, Whoſoever deſviſeth the waſhing of 


Hands, is worthy to be excommunicated ; he comes to Pover- 


ty, and will be eætirpated out of the World, And Buxrorff 


citeth from their Talmud this Expreſſion, that he that eats 
Bread with unwaſhen Hands, does as bad as if he lay with a 
Whore. And they ſay, Rabbi Eliazer Ben Hazar was ex- 
communicated by the Saxkedrim, becauſe he contemn'd 
the waſhing of Hands. And that K. Aquiba being in 
Priſon, and not having Water enough to drink, and 


to waſh his Hands, choſe to do the latter, ſaying, It was 


_ to die with Thirſt, than tranſgreſs the Tradition of the 
Elders. — ED <1? 
« 2dly, That this waſhing of Hands before Meals, was 
not requur'd by any written Law of God, and fo the 
Neglect of it could not be unlawful, by Virtue of any 
Divine Law, but only as being a I ranſgreſſion of the 
Tradition of the Elders; hence Chrif ranks it among the 
Traditions of Men, v. 9. And Maimonides faith, that it 
depended on the Words of the Scribes; and it is by 
Chriſt, ſpeaking to the Phariſees, v. 3, 6. call'd your Tra. 
dition. And yet they held it as a Thing neceſſary, be- 
cauſe, ſay they, The Words of the Scribes are lovely above 
the Words of the Law, and more weighty than the Words of the 
Lam, or the Prophets. 5 
* 3dly, They plac'd a great Piece of Religion and San- 
ctity in waſhing thus their Hands, and look'd on them 
who neglected: this, as Men of a defil'd Soul. Thus 
Maimonides faith, T he Religious of old did eat their common 
Food in Cleanneſs, and took Gre to avoid all Uncleanneſs al 
And this us 4 
Matter 


e 
Matter of the higheſt Sanctity, and the Way of the higheſt Re- 
* ligion ; namely, that a Man ſeparate himſelf, and go aſide 
from the Vulgar, and that he neither touch them, nor eat, or 
© drink with them; for ſuch Separation conduceth to the Purity 
© of the Body from evil Works ; the Purity of the Body conduceth 
© to the cleanſmg of the Soul from evil Affections; and the 
Sanctity of the Soul conduceth to the Likeneſs of God, Hence 
* they reckon this among the Means to obtain eternal 
Life, ſaying, Mhoſoc ver hath his Seat in the Land of Iſ- 
* racl, and eateth his common Food in Cleanneſs, and ſpeaketh 
© the holy Language, and reciteth his Phylafteries Mornin 
© and Evening, 8 kim be confident that he ſhall obtain the 
Life of the World to come. And againſt this, our Saviour 
© teacheth, that to eat with unwaſhen Hands defileth not 4 
Man, becauſe it defileth not the Heart. And thus have 
you ſeen how the Phariſees taught theſe Commandments 4 
Aen for Doctrines, i. e. Things neceſſary to be believ 
and done, as Parts of God's Worſhip. 

Fifthly, the Scribes and Phariſees impos d on, and miſ- 
led the Fewiſh People, by inducing them, thro their Exam- 
ple, to perform religious Duties, more out of regard to 
Men, than out of a Senſe of their Duty to God, and what 
{bould be for his Glory.  _ | 

That it 1s natural and uſual for the People to follow the 
Example of their Teachers, 1s known to all the World ; 
and that the Fewiſh Teachers, the Scribes and Phariſees, per- 
form'd their religious Duties chiefly out of Regard to Men, 
the following Scriptures ſhew, Matth. xxiii. 1. Then ſpake 
Jeſus to the Multitude, and to his Diſciples, (2.) ſaying, The 
Scribes and the Phariſees ſit in Moſess Seat. (3.) All therefore 
whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do; but do not 
Je after their Works ; for they SA V, and DO NOT. (5.) But 
all their Works they do, for to be SEEN of Men. (14.) Woe unto 
you, Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for ye devour Viidows 
Houſes ; and, for PRETENCE, make long Prayers. And 
altho' they are not nam'd 1n the 6th Chaptcr of Matthew, 
yet, I conceive, they are particularly aim'd at under the 
Title of Hypocrites, that (ver. 2.) founded a Trumpet when 
they gave an Alms; that lov'd ro pray ſtanding (ver. 5.) in 
the Synagogues, and in the Corners of the Streets, that they 
might be ſeen of Men; and who when they faſted, were of 
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4 fad Conntenance, and disfigur'd their Faces, that they might 
appear unto Men to faſt. OT _ 
I now return to the ſecond Partienlar, in which I have N fach 
fard the Scribes and the Phariſees impos d on, and miſ- C 
ted the Jeniſh People; namely, in taking Words and | for 
Phraſes from ſome of the moral Precepts of Moſes. And of Hof- 
this, as I faid, we have an Inſtance, in the Precept for 
Divorce. | ; : 
Moſess Precept for Divorce, Deut. xx1v. 1. ſays, When a 1 Al. 
Man hath taken aWife, and marry'd her, and it come to paſs, ¶ mitt 
that ſhe find no Favour in his Eyes, becauſe he hath found ſome 1 1 
Uncleanneſs in her; then let him write her 4 Bill of Divorce- || xix. 
ment, and give it in her Hand, and ſend her out of hu || the 
Houſe. 55 . | 
The Precept which the Scribes and Phariſees taught in- C 
ſtead of this Precept, and attributed too to Moſes, our Sa- wore 
piozr citeth, Matth. v. 31. It kath been ſaid, (that is, by I did. 
the Scribes and Phariſees) whoſoever ſhall put away his Wife, Þ Pha 
let him give her a Mriting of Divorcement, W400: 
Here all that Part of the Precept of Moſes, that aſſigns || exc 
the Cauſe for which Divorce was by God allow'd of, is ta-] intr 
ken from it, and wholly omitted; and thereby the Pre- fabi 
cept is transform'd from a conditional to an unlimited Pre- II 
cept ; and may thereupon more properly be call d the Pha- I him 
riſees Tradition, by which they (Matth. xv. 6.) made that] orde 
Commandment of God of none Effect, than the Precept of Maſes ] fes : 
For Divorce. | 
And that the Precept for Divorce our Saviour hath cited, an i 
dir. Mhoſoe ver ſhall put away his Wife, let him give her a Mri:¶ ther 
ting of Divorce, is really that which the Scribes and Phari- viz. 
fees taught in the Name of Moſes, as if it had been his Vim 
Precept, is very evident, 1ſt, from the xixth Chapter of his 
_ Aatthew, where the Phariſees having ask d our Saviour, (un 
whether, according to the Purport of this Precept, t 4 x. v 
lan ful for a Man to put away his Wife for every Cauſe £ Were] ſees 
by him reminded of the original Inſtitution of Marriage, | away 
c. Whereupon, they ſay unto him, (ver. 7.) Why then did] the 
Moſes command to give her a Writing of Divorcement, and to] our 
put her anay * Winch Queſtion manifeſtly implies, that] way 
they approv'd of this unlimited Precept, and attributed it tion, 
to Moſes; and conſequently taught it for Doctrine. 2dly, mar 
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Jaſephus ſays, the Law runs thus, viz. He that world be 
digjoyn'd from his Wife for any Cauſe whatſoever, as many 
ſuch Caſes there are, let him give her a Bill of Divorce. 

Our Saviour having cited the Phariſees unlimited Precept 
for Divorce, which they taught inſtead of, and for that 
of Moſes, in the next Verſe, he ſays, - | 

32. But I ſay unto you, That whoſoever ſha'l put away his 
Wife, ſaving for the Cauſe of Fornication, cauſeth her to commit 
Adultery ; and whoſoever ſhall marry her that is divorc d, com- 
mitteth Adaltery. e 

[ take the Word Fornication in this Place, and in Matt h. 
xix. 9. to be of the fame Import and Signification with 
the Words ſome Uncleanneſs, in the Precept of Moſes for Di- 
vorce, Deut. xxiv. 1. And if ſo, 

Our Saviour has here (Iſt,) reſtrain'd the Practice of Di- 
vorcements, to the ſame Limits that the Precept of Moſes 
did. (2dly,) He has ſhewn the exceeding Sinfulneſs of the 
Phariſees unlimited Precept, or (as I ſhall henceforth call 
it) Tradition for Divorce, by declaring, that all Divorces, 


except for ſuch Cauſes as the Precept of Moſes allows of, are 


introductory: to Adulteries in the Marnages that happen 
ſubſequent thereto. 7 I; | 

In Matth. v. which I have conſider'd, our Saviowr of 
himſelf ſtarts the Matter of Divorce to his Diſciples, in 
order to ſhew them the Phariſees Abule of the Law of A1s- 
fes about it: But in the xixth Chapter of /datthew, he is 
engag'd therein by the Phariſees themſelves, and that with 
an invidions Deſign of impoſing on him. It is neceflary 
therefore, that I conſider the Matter as it ſtands there; 
viz. The Phariſees (ver. 3.) alſo came to him TEMPTING 
him :. and ſaying unto him, 1s it lawful for a Man to put amay 
his Wife for every Cauſe ? They doubtleſs meant, without any 
Cauſe, ſaving his Will and Humour For St. ark (Chap. 
x. ver. 2s) relating the ſame Paſlage, _ And the Phari- 
ſees came to him, and ask'd him, 1s it lawful for a Man to put 


away his Wife ? Tempting him. From the Relation of both 
the Evangeliſts, it appears, that the Phariſees enquir'd of 
our Savivur, Whether it were lawful for a Man to put a- 
way his Wife by (tor that only they recited) their Tradi- 
tion, which (Matth. xv. 6.) bad render d God's Com- 
mandment, that is, his Law, by Moſes, tor Divorce, of 

none 
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none Effect. And ſeeing it is ſaid they did this, tempting 
bim, I conceive the Phariſees were conſcious how groſsly 
they had abus d that Law of Moſes, by their Tradition; 
and that our Saviour being newly become a Teacher a- 
mongſt them, and having taken upon him to thwart 
them in many Points, which they taught for Doctrine, 
their Deſign was to try, whether he could diſtinguth be- 
tween the real Law of Moſes for Divorce, and their Tra- 
dition, which they taught for the ſame. Dr. Whitby, on 
the Place, ſays, © There were, at that Time, two famous 
schools; that is, that of Hillel, which taught, that a 
Man might put away his Wife for any Cauſe; and that 
of Sammab, which held, that the Wife was only to be put 
© away for Adultery. Therefore the Phariſees ſought the Re- 
© ſolution of this Queſtion from Chrif, tempting him, 3.e. 
to induce him to decide this Queſtion, either againſt the 
. Law of Moſes, or elſe, as he muſt do, againſt the Deter- 
© mination of one of thoſe famous Schools, and ſo to render 
him offenſive to them. However, the Queſtion was cer- 
tainly, by the Phariſees, propos d to our Saviour, with a 
Deſign ſome Way to enſnare him; for-ſo much muſt be 
imply'd by the Expreſſion, tempting him. And to this en- 
ſnaring Queſtion, our Saviour (according to St. Matthew) 
anſwer d, and ſaid unto them, Have ye not read, that he which 
made them at the Beginning, made them Male and Female? 
And ſaid, For this Cauſe 2 a Man leave Father and Mo- 
ther, and ſhall cleave to his Wife ; and they twain ſhall be one 
Fleſh. What therefore God hath joyn d together, let no Man 
put aſunder. Here, in Anſwer to the Phariſees enſnaring 
Queſtion, cur Sæviour hath put them in Mind of the ori- 
ginal Inſtitution of Marriage, and of Man's, by Marriage, 
becoming one Fleſh with his Wife; againſt which they 
could raiſe no Objection ; and then he concludes, with 
faying, What therefore God hath join d, let no Man put aſun- 
der. Which Expreſſion (tho they ſeem not to have un- 
derftood 1t) confirms the Law of Moſes for Divorce, and 
condemns the Tradition which the Phariſees taught iuſtead 
of it: For, as a Man and his Wife, are ſaid to be join d 
by God, becauſe Marriage is of God's Inſtitution; ſo that 
Man and Wife, who are put aſunder by, and according 
to the true Meaning of Moſess Law for Divorce, =y 
| 'nay 
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(nay muſt) be ſaid to be put aſunder by God, becauſe 
that Law for Divorce, as well as Marriage, is of God's 
Inſtitution: Whereas they who are put aſunder (or rather 
are laid ſo to be) by the Tradition of the Phariſees, which 
was of human Invention, may (nay muſt) be ſaid to be 
put aſunder by Man: For God is unconcern'd in the 
Matter. And therefore, our Saviour charges the Marra» 
ges that ſucceed ſuch pretended Divorces, to be Adulteries ; 
the former Marriages being not, by ſuch Phariſaical Di- 
vorces, really diffolv'd, as by the Hoſaical they are. But 
this, as I ſaid, they ſeem not to have underſtood : For 
(ver. 7.) They ſay unto him, Why did Moſes then command to 
give a Writing vj Divorcement, and to put her away ? In this 
Queſtion, the Phariſees prevaricated with our Saviour abo- 
minably, in attributing their own vile Tradition, of its 
being lawful for a Han to put away his Wife for every Canſe, 
to Moſes, Of which our Saviour took no Notice ; butin 
Anſwer, ſaith (ver. 8.) unto them, Moſes, becauſe of the 
Hardneſs of your Hearts, ſuffer d you to put away your Wives : 
But from the Beginning it was not ſo. A Man, by Moſess 
Law, for Divorce, may only put away a Wife, wlio finds 
no Favonr in his Eyes, becauſe he hath found 22 Uncleanneſs 
in her. And he that puts away his Wife, becanſe of ſome 
Uncleanneſs he hath found in her, certainly can't be ſaid to 
have put her away, becauſe of the Hardneſs of his own Heart : 
For as tender a hearted and compaſſionate a Man as any 
is in the World, may happen to be joyn'd in Marriage 
with a Woman, who, by Reaſon of manifold Unclean- 
neſſes, may be very unfit to be his (or any Man's) Wife. 
And if ſuch a Man, in order to diſengage himſelf from 
the Perplexities, perhaps Hazards of Life, the retaining 
ſuch a Wife would continually involve him in, thall, by 
Virtue of (and according to) Moſes's Law for Divorce, 
ut her away, (hall (or can) he be ſaid to have ſo done, 
ecauſe' of the Hardneſs of his own Heart? Certainly no. 
Whence, I conceive, that as the tempting Phariſees had 
ſobb'd their own Tradition on our Saviour, inſtead of Ma- 
ſes's Law for Divorce; ſo our Saviour ought to be under- 
Rood here to upbraid them with having put that their 
Tradition, which they falfly attributed to Moſes, in Exe- 
cution, thro the Hardneſs of their OE Or thus; Moſes, 
| 1 
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for the Hardneſs of your Hearts, Jer you to put _ Jour 
Wives : That is, you, thro' the Hardneſs of your Hearts, 
have taken Advantage of Moſess Law. for Divorce, and 
have put away your Wives for every Cauſe. But from the 
Beginning it was not ſo: That is, when the Law was firſt 
given (or if the Word Beginning be referr d to the Creation, 
the Senſe with will be the ſame, that is, that) Men were 
then) more honeſt than to deal ſo hard heartedly by their 
Wives, as to divorce them for every Cauſe; or, without 
having ſuch Cauſe, for their ſo doing, as the Precept of 
Moſes allows of and requires. And, in Truth, a Man 
mult certainly have a very hard Heart to turn a good, du- 
tiful, and loving Wife, every Way capacitated to be an 
Help-meet for him, out of Doors, for every ſlight Cauſe and 
haſty Diſlike, or for none other Cauſe than Will and Hua. 
mour, as by the Phariſces Tradition he might (and as ma- 
ny of them did) do. But no Hardzeſs of Heart is requir'd 
for a Man, according to the Law of ſes for Divorce, 
to diſmifs a Wife, in whom, by Reaſon of ſome Unclean- 
neſs he has diſcover d in her, he can take no Pleaſure or 
Satisfaction, and who, he is well appriz d, can never be an 
Help-meet for him. It may rather be ſaid, that the retain- 
ing ſuch a Wife would ſhew a great deal of Hard-hearted- 
neſs towards her and himſelf too; for it amounts to no- 
thing leſs, than a condemning himſelf and her to a per- 
petual Uneaſineſs and Diſſatisfaction during Life. Thus 
T have conſider'd, and, I hope, given the true Senſe of 
what paſs'd between our Saviour and the Phariſees con- 
cerning Divorce, previous to his ſaying unto them, (ver. 
9.) And I ſay unto you, whoſcever ſhall put away his Wife, ex- 
cept it be fur Fornication, and ſhall marry another, committeth 
Adultery : And who ſo marrieth her which is put anay, doth 
commit Adultery, Which Verſe is of the very ſame Import 
with the thirty ſecond Verſe of the fifth Chapter of Matthew, 
that T have already conſider d. And I have inform'd you, 
that I take the Word Fornication in that, and in this Place 
of Scripture, to be of the very ſame Import and Significa- 
tion, as the Words ſome Uncleanneſs are in the Law of Mo- 
ſes for Divorce. ns 5 
And, for your Satisfaction, before I proceed farther, I'll 
ſubjoyn, 1ſt, the Reaſons that induce me to believe, oy 
| | those 
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1 F 
thoſe Commentators (tho many in Number) do err, who 
think the Word [Topreia] Fornication, in Matth. v. 32. 
and Matth. xix. 9. is put for [wxzie] Adultery. And 
 E why J can't take this Word Fornication, in thoſe Places, 
in its proper Senſe, for Fornication committed before Mar- 
nage, but diſcover d after Colabitation, as Dr. Mhithy in- 
clines to think of it. And, 

2dly, The Reaſons. that iiiduce me to take the Word 
I Fornication, in thoſe Places of Scripture, to be of the fame 
IIndort and Signification that the Words ſome Uncleanneſs in 

I the Law of Moſes for Divorce are. 5 „ 
| As to the Reaſons that induce me to believe, that thoſe 
I dmmentators do err, who think that the Word Fornication, 
' Yin Matth. v. 32. and Matth. xix. 9. is put for Adaltery, 

they are as follows: „„ | 
ic, The Law of Moſes for Divorce, did not authorize a - 
Man to put away his Wife for Adultery, but for ſome- 
what elſe, which was term'd ſome Uncleanneſs, becauſe of 
which ſhe found no Favorr in his Eyes : So that they, who, 
Aby the Word Fornication, in Matth. v. 32. and Hatib. xix. 
J. underſtand Adultery, ſeem neceſſitated to allow, that 
our Saviour hath abſolutely deſfroy d, render'd nul, and 
vid the Law of Moſes for Divorce, and hath conſtituted ano- 
ther Law for Divorce in its ſtead. And, for this Reaſon, I 
have taken ſo much Pains effectually to prove, that our 
= only refuted, and condemn'd the Phariſees Tradi- 
ans, and erronious Gloſſes on the moral Precepts of Moſes, 
and inſtructed his Diſciples, and the People, in the true 
Interpretation, Import, and Meaning of thoſe moral Precepts, 
but did not deſfroy, abrogate, make null, and void any one, 
or any Part of any one of thoſe Precepts. For he faith un- 
to his Diſciples, Aatth. v. 17. Think not that I am come to 
deſtroy the Law, and the Prophets. I am not come to deſtroy, 
but to fulfil, (Ver. 18.) Yerily, I. ſay unto you, till Heaven 
and Earth paſs, one Tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Lam. 
(Ver. 19.) Mhoſoe ver ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Command- 
ments, and ſhall teach Men fo, he ſhall be call d leaft in the 
Kingdom of Heaven: But whoſoever ſhall do and teach 
em, the ſame ſhall be call d great in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
And our Saviour having thus poſitively aflur'd his Diſci- 
ples, that he came not to deſtroy the Law of Moſes, and 
| A a 2 that, 
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that, till Heaven and Earth paſs, one Tittle ſhall not paſz 
from the Law, we certainly are bound to believe, that he 


hath not deftroy'd, abrogated, ox by any Means renderd 


null and void any Part thereof. And ſeeing he farther 
faid unto his Diſciples, (ver. 2c.) Except your Kighteonſneſs 
ſha'l exceed the Rig eye} of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye 
ſhall in no Caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, there can 
be nothing more plain, than that our Sæviour was then a- 
bout to reprove and condemn the Traditions of the Seribes 
and Phariſees, and their erronious Glefſes on divers moral 
Precepts of Moſes, and to confirm thoſe moral Precepts, ac- 
cording to the true moral Intent and Meaning of them. 
There is, perhaps, not one moral Precept of Moſes, that the 
Scribes and Phariſees more groſsly abus d, than they did 
that for Divorce: For, whereas the Law ſaith, Deut. xxiv. 
1. When a Man hath taken a Wife, and marry d ber, and it 
come to paſs that ſhe find no Favour in his Eyes, becauſe he hath 
found ſome Uncleanneſs in her, let him write her a Bill of Di- 
dorcement, and give it in her Hand, and ſend her out of his 
Houſe, The Scribes and Phariſees taught, that ¶ Matth. v. 
31.) whoſoever ſhall put away his Wife, let kim give ber a Viri- 
ting of Divorcement, It is here obvious to every one, that 
by Moſess Precept for Divorce, it is not lawful for a Man 
to put away his Wife, unleſs ſhe find no Favour in his Eyes, 
becauſe he bath found ſome Uncleanneſs in her; that is, as 
Deut. xx1v. 3. and divers other Places of Scripture explain 
it, ſuch Uncleanneſs as cauſes him to hate her : And Love be- 
ing the very Eſſence of Marriage, Hatred, well grounded, 
muſt bring it into a State fit and neceſſary to be N 
on which the Morality of this Precept depends: But by 
the Phariſees Gloſs thereon, or Tradition which our Saviour 
(in order to explode it) hath cited, eyery Man that plea- 
ſes is left at Liberty to put away his Wife, without ha- 
ving found any Uncieanneſs in her; that is, as the Phari- 


ſees themſelves ¶ Matth. xix. 3.) ſpake, for every Cauſe, A 


Thing plainly repugnant to the Lam of Moſes, and to mo- 
ral Equity. The Jeniſh Dottors, as Dr. Whitby, in his Au: 


notations on Kom. ii. 22. ſays, would _- in any 


Place where they came, Quanam erit mihi Uxor in Diem, 


* Who will be my Wife for this Day; or whilſt I Ray here? 
* Hence (ſays he) Jin Martyr tells the Jens, that where: 
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ever they travell'd, or came, they did, with the Per- 
miſſion of their Rabbinr, tate Women, and uſe them as their 
6 Wives, under Pretence of Marriage] Sure, ſuch Licen- 
ciouſreſs, as the Doclor lere mentions, might be reprov'd 
by our Savior, without its bang ſtirmiz'd, that he quar- 
tell d with the Freceſt of. Miiſes for Divorce] A more mo- 
ral, equitable, and nec«ſſary Precept than which, is certain- 
ly not contain d in the whole Law of God promulgated by 
Moſes: But not to digreſs any farther. | | 
As the Law of Moſes appointed (Deut. xxiv 1.) that a 
Bill of Divorcement fhou!d be given to thit Wife, wha 


finds no Favour in tie Eyes of her Hucband, becauſe he found 


owe Uncleanneſs in her; ſo it ordain'd, (Levit. xx. 10. 
Foln vill. 4.) that that Wife, who was prov'd guilty of 
Adultery, ſhould be ſton'd to Death. Now, I can't ſee 
any Reaſon why the Scribes and Phariſees might not here- 


upon as well have taught, that a Man might cauſe his 


Wife to be ſton d to Death for every other Cauſe, beſides that 
of Adultery ; as that he might put her away by a Bill of 
Divorcement for every other Cauſe, befides that of having 
found ſome Uncleannefs in her: For as the Precept of Levit. 


XX. 10. only aſſign d, that ſhe ſhould be put te Death for 


Adultery ; ſo that of Dent. xxiv. 1. only afſign'd that ſhe 
ſhould be put away by a Bill of Divorcement, on the Ac- 
count of her finding no Favour in the Eyes of her Husband, 


becauſe he had found ſme Uncleanneſs in her. That there- 
fore, in my Opinion, which our Sæviour, Matth. v. 31. ei- 


ted, namely, the Phariſees Tradition, which they taught 
in Place of the Precept of Moſes for Divorce, and thereby 
ender d (Matth. xv. 6.) that Commandment of God of none 
Effet; that he, in order to reſtore the Law of Moſes for 
Divorce to its priſtine Uſe and Uſefulngſs, condemns in tlie 
next Verſe, viz. But I ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall put a- 
way his Wife, Jeving for the Cauſe of Fornication, cauſeth her 
ſo commit Adultery 5 And whoſoever ſhall marry her that is di- 


vorc d, committeth Adultery, Meaning thereby no more, 
than that all Divorces made according to the Scribes and 
Phariſees Tradition, and not according to the Precept of 
Moſes for. Divorce, are introductory to Adulteries in the 
ſubſequent Marriages, and therefore are ſinful. The Ar- 
ifices that Gmmentatars have contriv'd to evade the P oo 
7 | . ' , . ; O 
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of this Argument, and make us believe, that our Saviour 
hath forbidden Divorces on the Foundation that Moſes al- 
low'd them, I ſhall ſhew are ſo far from anſwering their 
Purpoſes, that they lead them into 1nextricable Difficul- 
ties. 

1. Same, founding their Opinion on thoſe Words of our 
Saviour, Matth. xix. 8. Moſes, becauſe of the Hardneſs of 
Jour Hearts, SUFFER'D you to put away your Wives, affirm, 
that the Law of Moſes for Divorce, was really a Sufferance 
only, a bare Permiſſion, and not a Law. Thus Mr. Trap, 
commenting on Aatth. v. 31. ſays, This (Writing a 
Bill of Divorccment) © Moſes permitted, as a Law-maker, 
not as a Prophet, as a Civil Magiſtrate, not as a. Man f 
God, meerly for the Hardneſs of Mens Hearts, and for the 
* Relief of the Women, BS Re 

J anſwer, 1lt, Admitting the Matter to be as Mr. Trap 
ſuggelts, it will follow, That the putting away of Wives 
that Moſes permitted of, was /inful, and the Marriages 
that ſucceeded thereupon, adulterous. And affurediy Mo- 
fes, for the Hardneſs of Men's Hearts, id not permit 
them, as a Lan-maker and a Civil Magiſtrate, to commit 
Sin, even the Sin of Adaltery, by a Precept. A very wicked 
Magiſtrate and corrupt Law-maker mult he have been, to 
be guilty of ſo doing. Befides, in the Law it ſelf it is 
faid, (Deut. xxiv. 3, 4.) And if the latter Husband hateth 
her, and writeth her a Bill of Divorcement, and giveth it into 
| her Hand, and ſendeth her out of his Houſe : Or if the latter 
| Husband die, which took her to be his Wife, her former Hu 
| band, which ſent her away, may not take her again to be his 
j Wife, aſter that ſhe is defild : For that is an Abon ination be- 
fore the Lord, and thou ſhalt not cauſe the Land to fin, which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee for an Inheritance, Its being 
| here ſaid, that the former Husband's taking his Wife a- 
gain after ſhe (hall have been another Man's Wife, is an 
Alomination before the Lord, and a making the Land 10 
fn, certainly implies, that his firſt putting her away, was 
no Abomination before the Lord, and no making the 
Land to in. But (to put the Matter out of all Doubt,) Ira 

2dly, Our Saviour, Mark x. 5. ſpeaking of the Law of | mo 
ojes for Divorce, calls it a Precept; the Greek Word is % g. 
L Err] which properly ſignifies an affirmative . | 
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g. Paul, Epheſ. vi. 2. applies the fame Word [Ex] to 
the fifth Commandment ; which is a ſufficient Proof that 
the Law of Moſes for Divorce, was not a Permiſſion on- 
ly, but an afhrmative Precept, a Law; unleſs any one 
hall pleaſe to affirm, that the fifth Commandment is only a 
Permiſſion, that Children may honour their Parents in Caſe 
they pleaſe, but no Command that they ſhould and onght 
ſto do. And, Deu. i. 3. it is ſaid, That Moſes ſpate 
mo the Children of Iſrael, according unto all that the LORD 
al given bim in Commandment unto them, Whence tis ap- 
parent, that Moſes gave his Laws, and conſequently this 
Lay for Divorce amongſt the reſt of his Laws, at the Com- 
nandment of the Lord; ſo that it muſt be-deem'd God's 
aw, given, or promulgated by his Servant Moſes, And 
bat it was deſign'd for the Relief of the Man, rather than 
of the Woman, is plain from the Lam it ſelf: For it is the 
an's finding ſome Uncleanneſs in his Wife, that is, there- 

n declar d the allow'd Cauſe of a Divorce. Not but that 
he Woman comes in for her Share in the Benefit of the 
Law ; for doubtleſs ſhe that, by Reaſon of ſome Lnclean- 
zſs 1n her ſelf, finds no Favour in the Eyes of her Huſ- 
and, may live more happily from him than with him. 
Seeing therefore our Saviour's Words, (Matth. xix. 8.) 

xing taken in the Senſe Mr. Trap, and ſome others have 
aken them, lead us into the above-written (if not many 
ther) Difficulties and Alſurdities, we may (I conceive) 
uſtly determine, that they ought not to be taken in that 
enſe. The following, I take to be the true Explanarion 
them, viz. doſes having promulgated a Law, autho- 
ng a Man when he hath taken a Wife, and marry'd her, 
md it come to paſs that 2 find no Favour in his Eyes, becauſe 
e hath found ſome Uncleanneſs in her, to write her a Bill of 
Divorcement, and give it in her Hand, and ſend her out of his 
Houſe 3; many of the Fews took the Advantage of this Lan; 
nd, whenever they pleas d, writ their Wives Bills of Di- 
ce, and put them away, altho' they found no Unclean- 
eſs in them; this they did, thro' the Hardneſs of their 
Hearts ;- and this Moſes, as a Law-giver and a Civil Ma- 
irate, was neceſſitated to ſuffer. An Example may make 
more plain: In England we have divers Lays intended 

d good Purpoſes, that ate render'd ineffectual, W | 
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Men find out Ways and Meant to evade the Force of them 3} * ” 
and ſometimes to apply them to ſuch Purpoſes as they * /; 
were not intended for; and our Magiſtrates ſuffer theſe - 
Abuſes, as Moſes did the Fews putting away their ' Miver [e- 
for every Cauſe ; that is, becauſe they can't help it. it 

2. Diodati, in his Annotations on Deut. xxiv. 1. ſays, tha 


this Law for Divorce, is, a judicial Law, which doth re- tha 


© oulate the Licence of Divorces by Policy, yet doth not approve 10 
8 25 in Conſcience, And . his? Notes on Mal l. 16. J firn 
he ſays, Divorce is but a politick Coverture of Iniquity. The as 
Holy Ghoſt, Mat. xix. 8, 9. condemmeth Divorces in Conſci-Þ Hoe 
© ence, tho God did tollerate them in a politick Way. (ho 
I anſwer, 1ſt, To ſay, that God, who (Hab. i. 13.) ii the 
purer Eyes than to behold Evil, conſtituted a Law for re- of 
gulating Divorces by Policy, which did not approve offf 4 
them in Conſcience, certainly falls very little (if at all Lig 
ſhort of Blaſphemy : For tis ſaying, that God authorizdy are 
Man, by a Lay, to do that, which, in Point of Conſcience, anc 


3 


was nor lawful to be done; and repreſenting God as politi-] tha 


cally forming a Regulation in Vice] And to fay, that they] eac 


U 


| my Shot condemneth ſuch Divorces in Conlcience, as the 


did tollerate in a politick Way, is proclaiming Gody 2 ” 
to have been a Toleratpr of Sin, even the Sin of liter 

Wretched Divinity ! Ir is certain, that AAgſes acted in Go 
this Affair as God's Miniſter, and that the Law he made, (3d 
was of divine Authority; which muſt neceſſarily excuſe her 


thoſe Fews, who divorc'd their Wives according to thatf anc 


Law, not only from Puniſhment by Men, bat alſo from for 
Fault before God, and more eſpecially from the Sin off hin 
Alultery. Which Doctrine is judicjouſly inforc'd by Dr leaf 
Whitby in his {notations on Matth. xix. 8. with the fol for 
lowing Reaſons, viz. (I.) From the Permiſſion give tha 
to the Woman, thus divorc'd, to marry with another, 
* Dent. xxw. 2. Which plainly (hews, the Bond of Matri 
* mony muſt by it be diſſoly'd, ſince otherwiſe this muſtY and 
* be a Permi ton to be an A1s/tereſs, (2.) From the Pri 
* hibition of the Perſon thus divorcing her, to receive hei- 


* again as his Wife ; which yet he was bound to do, il -7- 

a the Bond of Matrimony 11 continu'd, and ſhe w 0 

ſtill in Truth his Wife. (3.) Becauſe otherwiſe, the] 200 

'* whole Common-wealth of Fndea, by a divine Per- fl 
£5 | miſſinſl 
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ziſſiin, muſt be filld with Adulteries, and a ſpurious Off- 
. ſpring. . - 

diy. Altho' Diodati hath aſſerted, that the Law of Mo- 
ſes for Divorce, is a julicial Law ; yet, J humbly conceive, 
it evidently appears from the fcllowing Conſiderations, 
that it is a moral Law, (Iſt,) The ral Law, is no more 
than the Law of Nature reduc'd into Preceptis So that the 
moral Precepts of Maſes, are only the Law of Nature con- 
firm'd by divine Authority. (2dly,) Even Nature, as well 
as the God of Nature, informs every Man, that it zs not 
good that Mun ſhould be alone; and that it is neceſſary he 
ſhould be joyn'd to an Help-meet for kim, a Woman in 
the State of Marriage. This is apparent from the Gem 
of the moſt harbarous Nations, who are guided in all their 

Actions, Laws, and Customs, by the Ghmmeiings of the 
Light of Nature, who yet, as well as others, marry, and 

are given in Marriage. Nay, even the Fonls of the Air, 
and Beats of the Field, in order to Procreation, marry; 

that is, couple themſelves in Pairs, and are aſſiſtant to 
each other in what Nature injoyns them for the Gobd of 
themſelves, and their young ones. Marriage therefore is 

2 moral Lam; and tho an Inſtitation of Cod, yet 18 agteea- 

ble to the Dictates of Nature; and no Wonder, for tis 

God that puts all the Movements of Nature in Motion. 

(2dly) When a Man has taken a Wife, in Expectation of 

her being an Help-meet for bim, to all the Purpoſes Ged 

and Nature deſign'd every Woman ſhould be an Helpmeet 
for her Hasband, and finds, that by Reaſon of ſome, to 
him before, unknown Uncleanneſs, the cannot, or, at 
leaſt, in all Probability, never will be fuch an Help. meet 
for him; Nature, as well as the Law of Moſes, dictates, 
that he ought to diſmiſs that Wife, (or rather Woman, not 


capable of being to him a Wife ) and nor ſubmit to have 


all the remaining Part of his Life render'd uncomfortable 
and uneaſy to him, by the Means of her, from whom he 
well hop'd for more Comfort, Eaſe, Satisfaction, and kind 
ban ce in his Affairs, than from all the World beſides, 
an ever aims at ſome God; and whenever he finds him- 
{elf miſtaken; and that what he did in order to procure 
lome Good, tends to bringing on him ſome Evi], he, if 
that can be; reverſes what he _ | if that cannot be _ 

| | 3 | he 


he deſiſts, and, ſo far as be can, changes his Meaſures, 
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that he may avoid the Evil he was unadvifedly bringing bee 

on himſelf, And this every Man does, by the Dictate! thy 

of Nature, It is very eaſy to apply this to the Caſe of 1 54 

Marriage and Divorce. As Marriage therefore, ſo Divorce 9 

manifettly appears to be a moral Law Or, more properly, I |; 

Marriage and Divorce conſtitute but one Law; which may e. 

be read thus, viz. This is now (Gen. ii. 23.) Bone of my I but 

Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh ; © ſhe ſhall be call d Woman, be- lify 

cauſe ſhe was taken out of Man. (Ver. 24.) Therefore ſhall it 

a Man leave his Father and his Mother, and ſhall cleave un- and 

ro his Wite ; and they two ſhall be one Fleſh, NEVERTHE- I 1; 

LESS, when a Man (Deut. xxiv. 1.) hath taken a Wife, and ſaye 

marry'd ler, and it come to paſs, that ſhe find no Favour in lify 

his Eyes, becauſe he hath ſound ſome Uncleanneſs in her; let I 1, 

him write her a Bill of Divorcement, and gr it her in her i710 

Hand, and ſend her out of his Hoe (Ver. 2.) And when were 
ſhe is departed, &t. to the End of the fourth Verſe. And af- 7072 
ter this Manner, muſt many peremptory Laws of Moſes ¶ Aa, 

be limited, and explain d by other oral Precepts explica- co 

tory of them. For Inſtance, Gen. ix. 6. Nhoſoe ver ſheddeth Ih pf 

Mans Blood, by Men ſhall his Blood be ſhed : For in the Image Ihen“ 

of God created he Man. Here is a peremptory Law, that ,,,; 

whoſoever ſheds Man's Blood, by Man his Blood ſhall be ſhed : I Com 
And the Reaſon aſſign'd, is, For (or becauſe) in the Image Ito u- 

of God created he Man. Now, he that innocently, and 1% / 

by a Miſchance, kills a Man, as much defaces the Image | a7 

of God, as he that does it wilfully ; fo that both the Pe- Pefug 

remptorineſ of the Lam, and the Reaſon given, inculcate, {the 7 

that the Innocent and Igi:orant, as well as the Nocent Teopa 

and wilful Shedder of Man's Blood, mult ſuffer Death, Io (1 

But (God be thanked} the Cafe is not fo: This Matter is Juho, 
afterwards explaintl, and Cities of Refuge. (Deut. xix.) ung 
were by God appointed for the an-ſlayer, that did it ig- fave , 
norantly, to flee unto, and live, T hele two'Precepts therefore Ithe ot 
put together, make but one Law, which will zun thus; Fry; 

viz, Vikoſcever (Gen. ix. 6.) ſh:4deth Man Flood, by Man Blood, 
ſhall his Blood be ſhed : For in the Image of God created he ff Ref; 
Man. Nevertheleis, Thou ſhalt (Deut. xix. 2.) ſeparate arry 
three Cities for thee in the mid{F of the Land, which the Lord her, b 
thy God giveth thee to poſſeſs, (Ver. 3.) Thou ſhalt prepare from: 
| £ thee thereb 
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thee a Way, and divide the Coaſts of thy Land (which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee to inherit) into three Parts, that every 
Slayer may flee thither, (Ver. 4.) And this is the Caſe of the © 
Slayer, which ſhall flee thitier, that he may livd: Wi-ofo Hil- 
eth kis Neig hlour ignorantly, whom ke hated not in Time paſt, 
Cc. Thus theſe wo Precepts evidently make (as I ſaid) 
but one Law; the Severity of the ft Preceßt, is ſo far mol- 
Jify'd and taken off by the latter, as moral Equity requires 
it ſhould be. In like Manner, the Precepts for Marriage 
and Divorce, are really one Law: The latter Precept of 
which, does (like the Precept for Cities of Refuge for Man- 
ſlayers in the Lam about ſhedding Man's Blord)) to far qua- 
hfy the Peremptori neſs of the fir/#, as moral Equity requires. 
Moral Equity requires a Man ſhou'd not fer Death for 
ignorantly ſhedding Mans Bioud : Therefore Cities of Refuge 
were by God appointed for the Man- ſlayer, that did it ig- 
norantly, do flee unto, and live, Miral Equity requires a 
Man's Life thould not be render'd perpetually zneaſy and 
uncomfortable, by Means of forme Uneleanneſs. there might 
happen to be in the Woman he had, 1gnorant thereof, ta- 
ken and marry'd in Expectation ſhe thould be an 77. /p- 
meet for him : Therefore a Law was promulgated, at God's 
Commandment, by Maſes, authorizing him, in that Cate, 
to write her 4 Bill of Divorcement, and give it in her Hand, 
and ſend her ont of Fis Houſe. | | 2 E. 
And I may add, That as the Precept for the (Cities of 
Refuge, and that for Divorce, were both promulgated for 
the Relief of Parſons who ſhould bring themſelves into 
feopardy, through Ignorance, Miſchance, and Misfortune ; 
lo (1 conceive) more may be ſaid for the Relief of him, 
who, thro' Ignorance, may have marryd H in an, and have 
found ſome Uncleanneſs in her, than of him who ſhall 
have 41d a Man by Misfortune ; for neither the one nor 
the other of them can be charg'd with Sin; yet the miſ- 
fortunate Man-ſlayer, by the Law againſt ſhedding Man's 
Blood, conſider d ſeparately from the Precept for the Cities 
of Refuge, mult ſuffcr Death; and the Man who ſhall have 
harry d a Woman, and have found ſome Uncleanneſs in 
her, by the Inſtitution of Marriage, conſider d ſeparately 
from the Precept for Divorce, muſt cohabit with her, and 
thereby live an zneaſy and uncomfortable Life, equivalent 
2 N tg 
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to (if not, as the Caſe may be, more intollerable than) 
Death. But the chief Diſparity of their (uſes ſeems to com- 
uit in two Particulars : 11t, The war yd Man, by divor- 
cing his Wite, may reduce Things to their former State, 
and leave them as he found them; whercby he will be 
dehiver'd from his unhappy Condition, and no Injury 
will be lone to any one: But the m1s{ortunate Shedder of 


ans Bivca, is abiolutely incapable ot reſtoring the dead | 
Man to Ze, and of making Satisfa tion to bis Widow, 


Chihlren, and other Relations and Friends, for the Loſs 
of him. | EE BE 
24ly, It many Times is in the Power (and then always 
the Di) of the Woman to prevent ſuch a M-rriage, by 
an ingemious Di:covery of fuck Uncleanneſſes as will pio— 
bably prevent her finding Favour in the Eyes of her Husband : 
And which, 1t the (as is very common with the Women 
of this Age, whatever it was in the Days of Moſes) in. 
duſtrioutly conceals, !}:c mult be deem'd a Cheat, and the 
Man's Alisfortune muſt be allow'd to be principally owing 
to the Woman's Inipoſitiun: But the Man who happens 
to be /in accidentally, can't be deem'd to have brought 
the ſame about by Himpuſition, nor of having been capable 
of preventing it. | 
It ſcems neeleſs to farther inforce the Moraliiy, Equity, 
and Jaſtice of the Law of Moſes for Divorce Every one 
mult ſce, that, after the Depravati n of humane Nature by 
the Fall of Mankind, there was an abſolute Neceſſity for 
the Promulgation of ſuch a Lay, to prevent Mens being 
ruin d in the queſt of carthly Comfort, Happineſs, and Satiſ 
Faction in the Way of God's own Apdointment. God law 
1t wasnot good that Man ſhould be alone, therefore he mad; 
inan, that the might be, in the State of Marriage, an 
H lp-mcet for him: A Companion, in Whoſe Society, in 
Projperity and Adverſity, he might take Delight, and ſolucę 
himi If, and depend on being lovwd, cheriſh d, ſu cour d 
and ited by her: For ker Deſire (Gen. 111. 16.) ſhou!d be 
wat) "+ How ereat a Good ! How valuable a Bleſſing 
mutt ſuch a Wife be? Such a Good, ſuch a Bleſſing, wat 
Woman by God and Nature deſign'd for Man] And ſuc 
a Good, uch a Biefing, every virtuous Woman endeavour 
to be to her Hyusband, Such a Wife may well * Ken 
| i; 8 2 
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(Prov. Xii: 4.) to be a Crown to her Husband, and (1 Cor, 
xi. 7.) his Glory, And he that, like the Fews, puts away 
ſuch a Wife, in whom he finds no Unc/eanneſs, and mar- 
ries another, may well be ſaid (Mattl. xix. 8, 9.) to be 
þird=hearted, and to have commitred Adultery. Put (alas !)) 
there are Women of another Complexion , Adu terous Mo- 
men, who will (Prov. xxx. 29.) eat, wipe their Mauth, and 


ſay they nave dine no Wickedneſs; that is, they will be guil- 


ty ef the wortt of Crimes, yet report themſc'ves innocent, 
and abuſe thar Husbands, when they tcl] them of thar 
Faults, Mom en that are fo far from being fit to remedy a 
Man's Lonclineſs, and be a Companion and an HH: Ip-meet 
for him, that it is better (Prov. xx1. 9.) for a Man to dwell 
alone in the Corner of a Houſc-tor, than in à wide Houſe (a 
Palace) wich one of them: Brawling Women, whoſe Con- 
ten:icns are (Prov. x1x. 13.) 4 continual Dropping : And 
therefore they muſt, and will be td their Husbands a con- 
tinual Vexation : A meer Hell-hke Life will they lead 
him! Women that (Prov. xii. 4.) make their Hucl ands a- 
ſham'd, and are as Rottenneſs to their Bones! From ſuch Wo- 
men, certainly the Equity and Juſtice of the Law of Na- 
ture, as well as the Precept of Maſes for Livorc:, requires 
that the Men, who miſtaking them tor geod, virtutus, and 
prudent Women, ſuch as were deſignd by God to render 
Man's Life eaſy and comfortable, ſhould be at Liberty to 
pat them amay, and to take otters in their ſtead, who may 
better anſwer God's End 111 the Formation of Woman, and 
Inſtitut ion of Marriage. Marriage was ordaind for the 
Good of Man: But Marriage with ſuch a Woman,' if a Man 
can't be divorc'd from her, is the greateſt Evil that in this 
World can befal tim. Some, in Anſwer to wi atever can be 


ſaid of this fort, lay, Every Man entering into the State of 


Matrimony, ought to take Care before-hand: But not, in 
Caſe of a Miſcarriage, to exprtt (Chard Fate. any Remedy 
alterwards. I reply, that due Precau ion cuglit to be taken 
in all Contracts; not withſtanding which, a wite Man may 
be, and ſometimes is impos' d on; and in nothing may he 
ſo be more readily, than in Marriage, and that by the Ar- 
tifices and Contrivances of the Woman, who being well ap- 
priz'd of her own Unfitneſs to ve a Wife, conceals the 
{me induſtriouſly from the Man, till after the Marriage 
| | 5 | | (as 
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(as was my own Ciſe) be ſolemniz d. And whilſt Corrs 


of Equity are conſtituted, for the Relief of Perſons impos d 
on 1n Matters of Trade and Commerce, 1t certainly cannot 
be conſiſtent with Equity and Fuſtice, that a Perſon im- 

d on in the principal Affair of his Life, Marriage, 


p05 
_ - thould be deſtitute of all Relief! If the Caſe of the Man be 
ſo with bis Wife, it is not good to marry, Matth. xix. 10. 


Bur God hath provided a Remedy againſt a Man's Life being 


thus renJer'd wncomfortable, by Means of ker that onght to 


be a Comfort to him. And where Gd hath provided a Re- 
med) againſt any Aisfortunc that befalls a Man, it is cer- 


tainly Mans Duty to accept of the Remedy, make Uſe of 


it, and be thankfw. 
3dly, Some will have the Precept of Moſes for Divorce, to 
be only a Diſpenſation, whereby God did, (tay they) on 


ſome certain Occaſions, diſpenſe with his own Inſtitution f 


Marriage. under the Lam; but hath not allow d that Diſ- 


penſation to take Place under the Goſpel. | 


1 anſwer, iſt, A Diſpenſation impowers a Man to act con- 
trary to a Law in Firce; and for God to impower Man to 
act contrary to his own Lam fer Marriage, mult argue ei- 
ther ſome Imperfection in that Law; or that God, by his 
Diſpenſation, authorizd Man to commit Sin. And that 


there can be any ſmperfettion in any Law ot God, that ma 
require its being diſpens'd with; or that God can have ti. 


pensd with a righteous Lan, and thereby have autho- 
_ to commit Sin, 1s certainly not to be con- 
Celv d. | | 

2dly, I have already ſhewn, that the Precept of Moſes 
for Divorce, is an affirmative Precept, and a aworal Law; 
therefore it cannot be a Diſpenſation only. 

2dly, Another Reaſon why J can't allow, that CL,, 


Fornication, is, Matth. v. 32. and Matth. xix. g. put for 


Lot,] Adultery, is, becauſe it would look as if our S4- 
viour was a Favourer of the Sin of Adaltery, For (Iſt,) 
all the World own, that Aldultery is a Sin of a deeper 
Dye than Fornication; therefore to call Adaltery, Fornica- 
tion, apparently ſoftens its Name, and ſeemingly (at leaſt) 


extenuates the Crime. (2dly,) By the Lam, (Levit. xx. 10.) 


Adultery was puniſh'd with Death ; the changing which 
Puniſhment into that of Divorce, ſtill farther argues an 
| | Extenuatioꝝ 
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Extenuation of the Crime : For Men uſually, and very ra- 
tionally judge of the Heinouſneſs of a Crime, by the Seve- 
rity of the Puniſhment they ſee aſſgn'd for it. It certainly 
therefore cannot be thought that our Saviour would call 
Adaltery, Forn icat ion, and change its Puniſhment from that 
of Death, to that of a Divorce ; that is, in Fact, into no 
Puniſhment at all: For ſhe that really loves her Hasband, 
can't be well imagin'd to be an Adultereſs; and ſhe that 
does not love her Hasband, will aſſuredly not deem it any 
Puniſhment to be divorc'd from him, and ſet at Liberty to 
marry another. : 
z3dly, Another Reaſon ſtill, and which indeed, in ſome 


Meaſure, depends on the lalt given, why I can't believe 


that [Tlopreia] Fornication is, in Matth. v. 32. and Marth. 
xiX. 9. put for [p9x#i4] Adultery, is, becauſe as I find 


IAlultery was by the Law of Moſes puniſh'd by Death, fol 


find that Lam was practis d even in our Sæviour's Days, 
and ſeems to be approv'd of, and confirm'd by him. 

* viii. 3. Aud the Scribes and the Phariſees brought un- 
0 him a Woman taken in Adultery, and when they had ſet her 
the ,, | „ 

4. They ſaid unto him, Maſter, this Woman was taken in 
AMultery, in the very All. ; 5 

5. Now Moſes in the Law commanded us, that ſuch ſhould 
le ton d: But what ſay ſt thou 

6. This they ſaid, tempting him, that they might have to ac- 
ſe him. But Feſus ſtoop d donn, and with his Finger urote 
n the Ground, as though he heard them not. 


id ſaid unto them, He that is without Sin among you, let him 
ſrſt caſt a Stone at her. | 
8. And again he ſtoop'd down, and wrote on the Ground. 

9. And they which heard it, being convicted by their own 
conſcience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldeſt, even 


nto the laſt : And Feſus was left alone, and the Woman ſtand- 
ing in the midſt. 


10. Rey Fagen lift up himſelf, and ſaw none but the Woman, 


ie ſaid unto her, Woman, where are thoſe thine Accuſers * Hath 
Man condemn'd thee * | | 

11. And 15 ſaid, No Man, Lord. And Feſus ſaid un- 
her, Neither do 1 condemn thee ; Go, and fin no more. 
| | | N OVY) - 
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7. So when they continu'd acking him, he lift up himſelf, 
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Now, I conceive, our Sayiour's Saying, (ver. 7.) He 


that is without Sin among you, let him caſt the firſt Stone at her, 


muſt be deem d a Conceſſion, that that Precept of Moſes 


ought, in that Caſe, to be put into Execution; but then 


moral Equity requir'd , that they: who were themſelves 


guilty of Adultery, equally as criminal as the Woman they 
accus d, ſhould not be the Execationers ; and a Conſciouſ- 
neſs, of their Guilt, it ſeems, made them all retire. And 
they being gone, our Saviowr ſays, Vioman, where are thoſe 
thine Accuſers * Hath no Man condemn'd thee * As much 
certainly, as if he had faid, Woman, if any Man had Rood 
this Accuſation, and condemn'd thee, thou muſt. have been 


ton d to Death. And her Anſwer implies ſhe ſo underſtood 


it, viz. No Man, Lord. And her Accuſers having dropp'd 
their Accuſation, it was not properly our Saviour's Buſineſs 
to aſſume it, and condemn her. He therefore ſaid unto 
her, Neither do I condemn ther; which denotes, that he, by 
his Omniſcience, kn. w the was guilty, yet would not con- 
demm her to ſuffer that Death the Lam, for her Crime, requir d; 
but as he was the God of Mercy, who delighteth not in the 
Death of a Sinner, but rather that he Cor ſhe_) ſhould repent 
and live, gave her her Life, forgave her her Sins paſt, and 
bid her go and ſin no more. However, had our Saviour 
thought fit to have reduc'd the Puniſhment of Adultery from 
Death, to a Divorce, he would certainly, either on this 
Occaſion, or ſome other, have (hewn his Diſſike of that 
Precept of the Law which he has not, that I know of, 
any where done. And now I ſhall, in a few Words, 
ſhew why I can't, with Dr. Whitby, take the Word 
Loe iν Fornication, in Matth. v. 32. and Matth. xix. 9. 
in its proper Senſe, for Fornication committed before Aa. 

irimony, and found after Cohabitation. 3 
The Dozier ſays, Moreover, whereas all Commentator; 
I have met with, by Fornication here, do underſtand A 
* dultery, or the Defilement of the Marriage-bed, I incline 
rather to take the Word in its proper Senſe, for Fornic 
tion committed before Matrimony, and found after Cohs 
« bitstion. (I.) Becauſe Crit, ſpeaking cf this Divort 
© here and eltewhere, doth never uſe the Word ei 
* which ſignifies Adultery, but always II,. Afotth, v 

32. which Word, both among Jens and Gentiles, dot 
proper. 
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properly import the Sin of unmarry d Perſons lying one 
* with another, and ſo becoming one Body, 1 Cor. vi. 16. 
© It is not therefore likely, that riß, receded from the 
known and common Acceptation of the Word. (2. 
* The Puniſhment of Adultery after Marriage, was ffrang- 
ing; after Sponſalia, ſfoning, Divorce not being men- 
* ttond in either Cafe ; but ſimple Fornication was not 
thus puniſh'd by the Fews. And, (3.) By. this Inter- 
* pretation,. the Law of Marriage is by Chriſt reduc'd to 
its primitive Inſtitution; that Conjunction with ano- 
ther makes them both one Fleſſi; and ſo the Woman 
* who has thus tranſgreſs'd, was to be di{mifs'd, becauſe 
* (ſhe before was one Fleſh with another, and therefore 
could not be ſo with the Man to whom the afterwards 
did marry. N 


I, in Auſner, fay, iſt, The Word [ore] Fornication,. 


is, as I ſhall ſhew by and by, us'd in divers Places of 
Scriptare, to fignify an habitual Tranſgreſſion of the Mar- 
riage-Covenant, as well as in other Places of Scritture to de- 
note the Sin of unmarry d Perſons lying together, And be- 
ing here ſpoken of marryd Perſons, 1t ought to be taken 
in that Senſe that may moſt aptly relate to them. 2dly; 
That the Fee did not puniſh. fimple Fornication, either as 
they did Adultery after Marriage, by ſtrangling ; or as 
they did Adultery, after Sponſalia, (that is, Eſpoaſals) by 
foning ; is certainly very far from being a Proof, that ei- 


ther they eſteem d ſimple Fornication an actual and real 


Marriage, or that it is ſo in it ſeif. 3dly, That was the 
Reaſon of Divorce, as the Doctor here ſurmiſes, becauſe the 


Woman, by Means of Fornication, was become one Fleſh with 


another, and therefore could not be ſo with the Man to whom 


ſhe did marry ; it would neceſſarily follow, that ſhe mult 


go and cohabit with the Man with whom ſhe did commit 
Fornication, and who, by that Means, was become in Re- 
ality her Hasband. But by the Law of Moſes, Deut. xxiv. 
2. the divorc'd Woman is left free to marry any other Man; 
only the High-Pricſt, Lev. xxi. 7. is forbid to marry her. 
And in Cale her next Husband hated her, and put her a- 
way, no Man, except the ſaid High-Prieſf, and the Man 
that firſt ptit her away, is reſtraind from marrying her. 
And our Saviour made no 2 in this Matter, _ 
©; | 
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( 202) 
has left dizerc'd Perſons altogether as frie to marry again, 
and with whom they pleaie, as the Law of Moſes did, 
Which, I concave, ablolutely defeats the Doctor's Notion, 
according to his own Explanation of it. Athly, That was 
tlic Doctor's Opinion right, it would be altogether znlam- 
ful, nay, even committins Adutery, for any Van to 
marry an Harlot; becauſe, by Meaus of Fornicarion, (be 
miſt be deem d fome other Man's Hife. But the Law of 
A ſes, Lev. xxi. 7. 14. prohibiting the High-Prieft to mar- 
ry an Harlot; plainly inſinuates that it was lawful for 
any other Man to marry her. And that the Figi-Prieft 
was, Lev. xXt. 12, injoyn'd to tale a Wife in ber Virginity, 


was, Hy the Aſer bly of Divines, becauſe ſh? was a 7 ype of 


the Church, as the High-Prieft, ker Husband, was of Chrift, 
And (ver. 14.) a Widow, or a divorced Woman, a profane, 
or an Harlot, he might not tate, becauſe (ver 15.) he 
might not proſane his Seed; that is, cauie the People to 


entertain mean Thoughts of his Oi-ipring,, on the Ac- 


count of their Mother. | 

But ſceing Dr. Whithy has inform'd us, That the Word 
[Toprais | Fornication, both among Jews and Gentiles, doth 
' preperly imvort the Sin of unmarry d Perſins lying together, 
let me fet that Matter in a clearer Light, by ſhewing, 
that Firnication, in the proper Senſe of the Word, is a 
Sin of which a marry'd Peron cannot be guilty; which 
I prove thus, viz, The Word Wrior:dow is the general 
Term, or, es Logicians ſpake, the Genus, under which 
are comprehended three diſtinét Kinds or Secies of Mhore- 
dom; that is, Inceſt, Alultery, and Fornication. Now, ci- 
ther Inceſ, Adultery, or Fornicatien, may properly be call d 


Horedom, becauſe every, and ail of them is, and are com- 


prehended under that ferm; but Adaltery can't be call'd 
Fornication, nor Fornication, Adaitery, becauſe they are Sins 
that in themſelves ſpecitſically differ from each other. And 
Incest is a Sin diRinct from both Fornication and Adultery ; 
yet is always complicated with the ene or the other of 
them, according as the Perſon that is guilty of Inceſt is 
either a #arryd or an unmarryd Perſon. * To render this 
more plain: Whoſoever ſhould hear me ſay, Teſter- 


day A | comrited W.oredom, will not be thereby ſatisfy d, 


Wliether LA] be a mar7yd or an mmarryd Perſon ; nor 
whether 
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whether it was Alultery or Fornicatian that [A] commit- 
ted. But whoſocver ſhould hear me ſay, Yefterday [A] 
committed Adultery, would be thereby fuliy facisfy'd, that 
[A] is a marryd Perſon, and that the Sin [A] committed, 
was the Defilement ot the Afarriage-b.d. And wholorver 
ſhould hear me ſay, T:'ferday [A | committed Fornicatica, 
will want no farther Information for being ju fitisfy d, 
that [A] is an #2227775 d Perſon, and that the Sin [AJ 
comnutted, was, that of having had the carnal Kuen ledge 
of the Body of a Perſon of the contrary Sex, in an hi r- 
yd State, which 18 only lawtul in the matrizonial- State. 
And whotoever thould hear me ſay, Tefrerday [A] come 
mitted Inceſt, would, without farther Enquiry, conclude, 
That [A] Yelterdiy committed Uncieanneſs with a near 
Relation. Thus you fee that when a mariy d Pcrfon com- 
mits Whoredozr, the Term by which h's or her Sia is di- 
inguiſh'd from Whoredeom committed by an wnmarryd 
Perſon, is Alultery; and that Micredom being committed 
by an unmaryd Perſon, its Term of Diftiinction is Forni- 
cation : So that an «nmarry'd Pcrſon cannot te laid to be 
guilty of Adaitery, nor a marry'd Perſon of Fornication, un- 
jeſs we'll ſo {peak as not to be undertood. And farther 
ſtill, give me leave to obſerve, that in divers Places of 
the New Teſtament, Adultery and Fornicatiun ale diſtin- 
guiſh'd by their proper Names, viz. Mat. h. xv. 19. Ont 
of the Heart proceed evil Thougſits, Marders, [unry fa] As 
dalteries, [aogycdiou] Fornications, &c. Mar vii. 21. Fur 
from within, out of the Heart of Han, proceed evil I koaghts, 
(HM, Adulteries, [agrfia}] Fornications, Oc. youn viii. 
3. And the Scribes and the Phariſecs brought unto kim a No- 
man taken es paxde| in Aduliery, Gal. v. 19. Now the 
Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, n hich are theſe, [wary cx] A- 
daltery, [aogrce | Fornication, &c And 1 firinly believe, 
(iſt,) That there is nd Min on Earth, who can aſſign a 
Reaton why our Saviour ſhould, when he was ſpeaking 
of Divorce in Math. v. 32. and Matth. xix. g. uſe the 
the Word [, Jornication, inſtead of the Word 
[wx] Adultery, rather than cliſewhere, and on other 
Occaſions. And, ( 2dly, ) That there is not any o- 
ther Place in the Ven x where either the Word 
[Topveie.) Fornication is thought to be pur for the Word 
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} (204) cry 
Tuorxae)] Adultery ; or the Word [poaxee] Adultery, for 
the Word [59rda] Fornication. And, (3dly,) That there 
is not any Ryerorical Figure, by Means of which thoſe 
Words may aptly. be us'd, on any Occaſion, the one fer 
the other. Rather therefore than believe our Saviour to 
have uad the Word [Togrde] Fornication, in Matth. v. 32. 
and 712th. xix. . improperly, and to have abrogated two 
Precepts of /\*ofes, namely, that for Divorce, and that for 
puniſhing Alaltery by iath, notwithſtanding his having 
aſſur'd us, Lule xvi. i7. It is eaſier for Heaven and Earth 
to paſs. than one Title of the Law to fail; | think it requi- 
ſite to enquir:, whether the Word [@92pvse | Fornication, 
when it relates, as in Math. v. 32. and. in Matth. xix. g, 
it does, to Pertons under a Marriage-Codenant, may not 
be explain'd, in a icriptural Senſe, otherwiſe than to pre- 
ſame it put for [woryaa] Adwtrery : And that it will, in 
{uch a Caſe, admit very aptly of another Explanation, 
I hope to render very plain and evident. And therefore, 
I now proceed to ſhew the Reaſons that induce me to 
take the Word Fornication, in Matth. v, 22. and Matth. 
xix. . to be of the ſame Import ard Sipnification with the 
Words ſome Uncleanneſs, in the Precept of Moſes, Deut. 
xXx1Vv. 1. for Divorce. | 1 | 
It. Every Place of Scripture muſt, I concave, be fo 
explanid, as not to be made to thwart the plain Meaning 
of any other Place of Scripture. And none other Senſe 
can the Word Fernication, in Matth. v. 32. and Matth. 
Kix. 9. be taken in, than that of being of the very fame 
Import and Signification, as the Words ſome. U,c:eanneſs, 
in Deut. xxiv. I. are, but what will render Matth. v. 32. 
and Mattl. xix. 9. abſolutely contrary, in Senic and Im- 
port, to Deut. xxiv. 1. And fo there will be tuo Laws of 
God, concerning one and the ſame Matter, directly cin- 
trary to each other. And what thall we ſay too, to our 4 
viour's Aſſurance. to his Diſciples, and conſequently to all 
Chriſtians, to the World's End, that (Matth v. 18.) vt 
Heaven and Earth paſs, one Fot or one Tittle ſhall in no wij 
paſs from the Laws | „ 
2dly, The Word [@orda] Fornication does 1clate ii 
divers other Places of Scripture, beſides in Matth. v. 32 
and Math. zix. 9. to Perſons under a eee 
JjͤͤöĩÜĩ.'t˙ 


( 205 ) 
and, in thoſe other Places of Scripture, it is usd in a me- 
caphorical Senſe, to import ſuch kabitual R of 
the EN e e as conſiſt wholly in the Diſobedi- 
ence of the Wife to her Husband, and in her ſubſtituting 
her own Authority in Place of bis. And the Word For- 
nication, in Matth. v. 32. and Matth. xix. g. relating to 
marryd Perſons, and ſo not poſſibly to be taken in its pro- 


per Signification, viz. for the Sin of unmarry d Perſons lying 


together, may juzely be deem d there, as well as in any o- 
ther Place of Scripture, to import and ſignify ſuch habi- 
tual Tranſgreſſions of the Murriage-Covenant, as conſiſt in 


the Wife's Diſobedience to her Husband, uſurping his Autho- 


rity, Cc. And then (as ſhall be ſhewn) it will be of equal 
Import and Signification with the Words ſome Uncleanneſs, 
in the Precept of Moſes for Divorce; and conſequently, our 
Saviour and Moſes will appear to have taught the ſame 
Doctrine concerning Divorce. | | EL 

That the Word Fornication is us'd, in Scripture, in the 
Senſe I have mention'd, the followlng Particulars, J con- 
cave, are a Proof. | 


1ſt, After God, by the Hand of Moſes, had brought the 
Iſraelites out of Egypt, he eiter d into a Covenant [a Mar- 


riage- Covenant] with them, and they with him. 


Exod. xix. . I. In the third Month, when the Children of Iſ- 
rael were gone forth out of the Land of Egypt, the ſame Day 
came they into the Wilderneſs of Sinai. 

3. And Moſes went up unto God And the LORD call d 
Houſe of Jacob, and tell the Children of IIrael. 

4. Ye have ſeen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I 
bear you on Eagles Wings, and brought you unto my ſelf. 

5. Now e er if ye will obey my Voice indeed, and keep 
my Covenant, then ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure unto me a- 
bove all People: For all the Earth 1s mine. | 

6. And ye ſhall be unto me a Kingdom of Prieſts, and an ho- 
Nation. Theſe are the Words which thou ſhalt ſpaak unto the 
Children of Iſrael. 7 

7. And Moſes came, and call'd for the Elders 4 the Peo- 


unto him out of the Mountain, ſaying, This ſhalt thou ſay to the 


ple, and laid before their Faces all theſe Words which the Lord 


commanded him, 


8. 4nd 


Ante the Lord. 


ne 
g. And all the PEOPLE anſwerd together, and ſaid 


ALL that the LORD hath ſpoken, ne will DO. And Mo- 


ſes return d the Words of the People unto the Lord. 

The Fems, ſays Dr. Waitby, in his Aunotations on 2 Cor, 
Xl. 2. ſay, That Moſes elpous'd 1ſrael to God in Mount 
Sinai. However, had the Fews never thus ſaid, what is 
contain d in the above- written Ferſes, evidently ſhew that 
it was io : For we therein find all the Eſſential: of a Court. 


ſhip, and a Marriage. Sod condeſcendes, on his Part, 


by (as is even at this Day cuſtomary among Princes) his 
(as I may ſay) Embaſſador Moſes, to put the Cinldren of 
Ifracl in Mind of what he had, (ver. 4.) as a Lover, done 


er them, in bringing them out of Egypt; and (ver. 5, 
and 6.) informs them what, on Condition they d enter 
into Covenant [a Marriage Covenant] with him, (that 1s, 


as every Woman ought to do by her Husband, Gen. 1, 
16. obe) his Voice, and keep his Covenant) thould be their 
State and Condition ; which was, that (as every Man's real 
and dutiſul Wife is to him a peculiar Treaſure, above all 
other Women, ſo) they (the Iſraelites) ſhould be to God 
a peculiar Treaſure above all [other] People. And, as every 
honeſt Lover informs his Beloved, on what Foundation he 
makes her 1uch and ſuch Promiſes, fo God here condet- 
cended to invite the /ſraelites to accept of his Courtſhip, by 
letting them know that he is able to make good his Pro- 
miſes: For (ver. 5.) all the Earth (lays he) is mine] And 
upon this (ver. 8.) All the Perple anſwer d together, and 
ſaid, ALL that the LORD Cath ſpoken, we will do. And 
Moles return'd the Words of the People unto the Lord. And 
Fo the Eſpouſals were over. And ten Moſes, by God's 
Commandment, (ver. 10, &c.) ſauctifſyd the People. 
And in the three next Chapters, this People, the Sporſe, or 
Church of God, was inform'd in their Daty ; and being fo, 
they again ſaid (Exod, xxiv. 3.) Al the Words which the 
Lord hath ſaid, will we do. ff. . 

4. And Moles wrote all the Words ef the Lord, and roſe up 
early in the Morning, and builded an Altar under the Hill, 
and twelve Pillars according to the twelve Tribes of Iſrael. 

5. And he ſent young Men of the Children of Iſrael, which 
offer d Burnt-offerings, and ſacrific'd Peace-offerings of Oxen 
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6. And Moſes took half ef the Blood, and put it in Baſont, 
and half of tie Blood ke ſprinkled on the Altar. 

7. And he took the Book of the Covenant, and read in the 
Audience of the People: And they ſaid, All that the LORD 
bath ſaid. will ne do, and be OBEDIENT. | 

8. And Moſes took the Blood, and ſprinkled it on the People, 
and faid, Bold, the Blood of the Co nant wiich the LORD 
tah made with YOU concerning al. heſe Vers. 

And thus the Marriage berween God and his People, 
that is, his (then) urch, was abſolutely compleated- 
And ever after this, we find God condefeended to call 
bis C urch, his Spouſe, his Bride, his Wife, and, on all Oc- 
caſions, to treat it as ſuch, 1 

Song of Solomon, Chap. iv. ver. 8. Come with me from Le- 
banon (my Spouſc.) And, ver. 11. Thy Lips, O wy Sponſe, 
drop as the Honey-comb. Tiatah, liv. 5. For thy Maler 1 
thine HUSBAND, (the Lord of. Heſs is his Name; ) and thy 
Redeemer the holy One of Wrael, the God of the whole Earth 
ſhall he be call d. Jer. iii. 14. Turn, Tarn, O back-ſliding 
Children, ſaith the Lord; for I am marry' d Auto you. Chaps 
ter xxxi. 31, and 32. Behold the Days come, ſaid the Lord, 
that I will make a new Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and 
with the Houſe of Judah : Not according to the Covenant J 
made with their Fathers, in the Day that 1 tool them by the 
Hand, to bring them out of the Land of Egypt; which my Co- 
venant they brate. alto I was am BUSBAND unto them, 
ſaith the Lord. From theſe Words, it is plain, that the 
Lord himſelf deem'd his Covenant with the Children of 
Iſrael, at Mount Sinai, a Marriage- COvenant, elſe he could 
not have thereby become their Husband. And the nem Co- 
venant, here ſpoken of by the Prophet Feremiah, is, that 
of the Goſpel-Admimſtration, as may be ſeen in the 8th 
ind oth Chapters of St. Paul's Epiitle to the Hiebremt. 
And as Moſes 18 ſaid to have marry'd Iſrael to the Lord at 
Mount Sinai, fo St. Paul faith of thoſe he had converted 
to the Chriſtian Faith, 2 Cor. xi. 2. J have eſpous d you unto 
me Husband, meaning Chriſf. And it is laid, Revelations 
wx. 7. The Marriage of the Lamb is come, and Its Wife hath 
made her ſelf ready. And Chap. xxi, 9. Come hither, I will 
ſhew thee the Bride, the Lambs Wifes And by Epheſ. v. 30, 
31, and 32. it ſeems evident, and the Jens, ſay tome, + 

. old 


old fo underſtood it, that the firſt arch between Alan 
and Eve, was a Type of that between Chriſt and his Church. 
The Apoftle's Words there, are. Fs 

30. For we are Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of 
his Bones. ws EE: 

31. For this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave his Father and Mo- 
tber, ih ſhall be joyn'd unto his Wife, and they two ſhall be 
one Fleſh. 5 | „„ 

32. This is a great Myſtery 5 but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt 
and the Church. „ | 3 | 

So that the Apoſtle hath here apply'd the very Words 
that Adam {aid concerning Eve his Spouſe, to thoſe Chriſti- 
ans Who are the Spouſe of Chriſt, ſaying, we are Members of 
his Body, and of his Fleſh, and of his Bones. 

Ihe Children of Iſrael, at their being eſpousd unto the 
Lord, having engag'd from themſelves, laying, Exod. xxiv. 
7. All that the Lord hath ſaid, will we do, and be obedient, 
their Duty was, by Moſes, ſumm'd up in few Words, 
Deut. x. 12, 13. And nom, Iſrael, what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all kis 
Ways, and to love him, and to ſerve the Lord thy God, with all 
thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, to keep the Commandments of 
the Lord, and his Statutes, which 1 command thee this Day for 
thy Good? And our Saviour inculcates the fame Doctrine. 

Matth. xxit. 36. after, which is the great Commandment 
in the Lam ? | N 
37. Feſus ſaid nnto him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with _ thy Heart, and nith all thy Soul, and with all thi 
Mind. 3 | 
28. This is the firſt and — Commandment. 
39. And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt Iove thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
A 5 On theſe two Commandments, hang all the Law and the 
rophets. 5 | bs 
And, ſays St. Fohn, 1 John v. 3. This is the Love of Ged, 
that we heep his Commandments, and kis Commandments are not Nei 
grie vous. | | | 1 
This being a Summary of the Duty of the Fewiſh Church 
formerly, and of the Chriſtian Church now towards God 
her Hasband, it is evident, that the ſame conſiſts in Love 
and Obedience; and is, in a great Meaſure, parallel wal 
. e | + 


5th ( 209 d) ; | 
the Daty of a Wife towards her Hausband. For it is faid, 
Gen. 111- 16. Unto the Woman he ſaid, Thy Deſire ſhall 
be unto thy Husband, and he ſhall rule over thee, Epheſ. v. 
24. As the Church is ſubject unto Chriſt, fo let the Wives be to 
heir own Husbands in every Thing, Tit. ii. 4, 5. Teach 
Wives to love their Husbands, to love their Children, to be diſ- 
creet, chaſt, Keepers at Home, obedient to their own. Husbands. 
But as many Wives habitually tranſgreſs the Marriage- O- 
venant made with their Husbands, 1 has the Garch (it is 
too true) oftentimes habitually eee her Marriage 
Gvenant made with God; and the Charch's habitual Tranſ- 
greſſion of her Marriage- Covenant made with God, the Scrip- 
we calls Whoring, Whoredom, Fornication, and Adultery. 
Exod. xxxiv. 12. Take heed to thy ſelf, leſt thou make 4 
| Elovenant with the Inhabitants of the Land, whither thou goeſt, 
% it be for a Snare in the midſt of thee. | 
I 13+ But ye ſhall deſtroy their Altars, breaZ their Images, and 
| Bit down their Groves. 1 

14. For thou ſhale worſhip no other God; for the Lord, whoſe 
Name is j talous, is a jealous God. „ e 

15. Left thou make 4 Covenant with the Inhabitants of the 
Land, and they go a whoring after their Gods, and do Sacri- 
ſce unto their Gods, and one tall thee, and thos eat of is Sa- 
rice. 

* 4nd thou take of their . unto thy Sons, and their 
Daughters go a whoring after their Gods, and make thy Sons 
a a Whoring after their Gods. e | | 
Lev. xvii. 7. And they ſhall no more offer their Sacrifices un- 

Devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. 
| Pfalm cvi. 39. Thus were they defild with their own Works : 
ud nent a whoring after their own Inventions. | 

Ezek. xiil. 43. Then ſaid 1 unto her that was old in Adul- 
e ies, Will they now commit Whoredoms nith her, and ſhe 
nth them? ; | 

Hoſea iv. 12. Ay People ast Counſel at their Stocks, and 
teir Staff declareth unto them: For the Spirit of Whoredoms 
ath caus'd them to err, and they have gone a whoring from 
nder their Gold. 1 
Revelations xvii. 1. And there came one of the ſeven A. 
us nhich had the ſeven Viols, _ "a with me, ſaying un 


ts 


a- 


Car) - 


to me, Come hither, I will ſbem unto thee the Fudgment of the 
great Whore, that fateth upon ſeven Waters. | 5 5 
2. With whom the Kings of the Earth hade committed Forni- 
cation, and the Inhabitants of the Earth have been made drank 
with the Wine of her Fornication. | 2 5 
3. So he carry d me away in the Spirit into the Wilderneſs : 
And 1 ſaw a Woman /i upon 4 Scarlet colour d Beaſt, full of 
Names of Blaſphemy, having ſeven Heads, and ten Horns. 
4. And the Woman nas array d in Purple and Scarlet Colour, 
* deck d with Gold and precious Stones, and Pearls, having 
4 golden (up in her Hand, full of AMominations, and Filthi- 
neſs of her Fornication. Les 
35 - And upon her Forehead mas 4 Name written, Myſtery 


Babylon the great, the, Mother of Haxlots in the Margi , 
Fornications] and Abominations of the Earth. TY 
Chapter xviil. 3. For all Nations haue. drank of the Mine of 
the Wrath of her Fornication, and the. Kings . Eart 
hade committed Fornication with her, * yh erchants of 


the Earth are wax d rich through the Abundance. of her Deli- 


cacies. | 


9. And the Kings of the Earth, who have committed Forni- 


cation, and liv d deliciouſly, with her, ſhall bewail her, and la- 
ment for her, when they ſhall ſee the Smoak of her Burning. 

If you ſhould, at firſt View of theſe Texts of Scripture, 
be ſurpriz'd at my having cited them, becauſe Commenta- 
tors, even as one Man, agree, That by the Words Whoring, 
Whorcdom, and Fornication therein contain d, the Sin, of /- 
. dolatry 18 moſt certainly intended; your Surprize will, I 
believe, entirely ceaſe, upon your confidering, (iſt,) That 
the Feniſh Church formerly Was, and that the -Chriſtiap 
Church now is, by Virtue of her Marriage - Cuenant. with 
God, under an Obligation to fear, love, bynovr, ſerve, a: 
worſhip him only; even as a Woman, by. her MAarringe · O 
venant with her Husband, is under an Obligation to gere- 
rence, love, honour, obey, and he ſubjetFto. him in every Thing. 
So that /dolatry in the Gurch, of what kind ſoever that 
Idolatry be, muſt neceſſarily be an habitual. Tranſgreſſun ol 
her Marriage-Covenant with God; even as a Womans cea- 
ſing to reverence, loue, honowr, obey, and be ſubjett to, her 
Hasbaud, muſt neceſſarily be. an habitual, Tranſgreſſion of 
her Aarriage-Crvenant with him. (2dly,) That 3 the 
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Scipture enjoins, that ( Epteſ. v. 24.) 4s che Church is 
ſubjelt unto Chrift, ſo Wives ſhould be to their own Husbands 
in every Thing: And that, for the ſame Reaſon, viz. (ver. 
23.) For (or becauſe) the Husband is the Head of the Wife, 


even as Chrift is the Head of the urch; it is very reaſona- 


ble to ſuppoſe; that Offences in the Wife towards her Huſ- 
hand, bear the ſame metaphorical Names in Scripture, that 
Offences of the like Nature in the Church towards God, who 
has condeſcended to accept of her in Marriage, and call 
himſelf her Spouſe and Huiband, do bear. 

All therefore that ſeems; on this Account, neceſſary to 
be made appear, is, That the ſeveral Kinds of /dolatry that 
the Charch is in Scripture charg'd with having been guil- 
9 of, and which it is dehorted from, are Offences in the 

hurch towards God, of a like Natare with the habitual 
to (res of the Marriage-Qwvenant between Man and 
Wife, which a Moman, who is not an Adaltereſs, may be, 
and often is guilty of towards her Husband. 

But previous to ſuch a Proof, to render the ſame more 
clear, I'll ſhew in what Senſe the Sin of Idolatry is, in 
2 call d Whoring, Mhoredom, Fornication, and A.- 

ultery. n 

That Idolatry, which, as you'll preſently fee, conſiſts in 
giving that Honour which is due to God only, to ſome other Ob- 
ject, cannot, in a proper Senſe, be {aid to be either 4 going 
aWhoring Whoredom, ornication, or Adultery, is abſolutely ce- 
tain: It muſt therefore be in a netaphorical Senſe, that Idola- 
try is, in Scripture, repreſented under thoſe ſeveral Appella- 
tions. Now, a Metaphor is a Rhetorical Figure, by which one 
Thing is call'd by the Name of ſome other Thing, to which 
it bears a Similitude or Likeneſs : And he that will gain 
the true Senſe of a Word or Expreſſion metaphorical'y - 
us d, muſt duly conſtder wherein the Likeneſs of the 
Thing nam d, and of the rg. intended, do conſiſt. Lake 
xiii. 31, 32. The ſame Day there came certain of the Pha- 


riſees, ſaying unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence; for 


Herod will Till thee, And ke ſaid unto them, Go ye, and tell 

that FOX, Behold I caſt out Devils, and 1 do Cures to Day 

and to Morrow, and the third Day I ſhall be perfected. Here 

the Word Fox is not us d in its proper, but in a metapbo- 

rical Senſe; ſo that inſtead of —_ Beaſt commonly call'd a 
| Fig 


Fox, 
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Fox, a Prince, even Herod, 1s thereby, in this Place, tobe 
underſtood. Now, the Likeneſs between Herod and 3 
Fox, on the Account of which our Saviour ſo intitul'd 


him, doubtleſs conſiſted in this, viz. That as a Fox cun- 


ningly watches an Opportunity to ſeize and deſtroy his 
Prey; even ſo Herod then {lily ſought an Occaſion to 
put our Saviour to Death. And the Similitude between 
Hdolatry and Whoredom, conſiſts principally, if not whol- 


Iy, in this, viz. That as Mhoredom naturally, and the moſt 


rongly of any Thing, attracts the Love of the Perſon 
guilty thereof from its proper Object, and fixes it on ano- 
ther, even on the Perſon with whom the Mhoredom 1s 
committed : So /dolatry naturally, and molt powerfully 
of any Thing, attracts the Love of the Church or Perſon 


guilty thereof from God, its proper Object, and fixes it 


on another, even on the Idol that is ador d, inſtead of the 
true God. And, in this Reſpect, the Similitude holds be- 
tween any of the Kinds of Mhoredom, and any of the 


Kinds of Idolatry For any Kind of Mhoredum attracts the 


Love of the Perſon guilty thereof from its proper Object, 
and fixes it (more at leaſt than it ought to be) on the 
Perſon the Whoredom is committed with; and, in like 
Manner, any Kind of Idolatry attracts the Love of the 
Church or Perſon guilty thereof, from its proper Object, the 
true God, and fixes it (in a greater Degree than it ought 
to be) on the Thing idolix d. And for this Reaſon, I 
conceive, it is, that Idolatry is ſometimes in Scripture ſtild 
Whoredom, ſometimes Adultery, and ſometimes, and that 
more uſually, Fornication, each of thoſe Words being, in 
this metaphorical Senſe, of equal Import and Signifiancy. 
And in what Degree ſoever any Idol engages our Love, it 
will, in an equal Degree, engroſs our Effcem and Obſer- 
dance: So that when our Love is fix d on an Idol, (altho 
ſuch an one as we know 1s no real God, as Riches, Cc.) 
it is not poſſible we ſhould, in a due Manner, Honour, and 


be obedient to the true God; as our Saviour himſelf has in- 
form'd us. Matth. vi. 24. No Man can ſerve two Maſters : 


For either he will love the one, and hate the other; or elſe be 
will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. Te cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon. Here (lays Dr. Whitby on the Place) 
is ap excellent Rule, by which we may infallibly dif- 
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cern what we do prevalently love in any Caſe; even 
that which we cleave to, with Neglect of that which 
* ftands in Competition with it. And hence it follows, 
that we love Mammon more than God : (iſt,) When we 
« purſue it by unlawful, or forbidden Means; by a Lye, 
Fraud, Oppreſſion, Theft, Violence, or by falſe Teſtimony ; 
for in all theſe Caſes, we deſpiſe God's Authority to ob- 
© tain. Mammon. ' (2dly,) When our Labour and Con- 
* cernment for theſe Temporals, doth cauſe us to negleR, 
or be remiſs in the Performance of our Duty to God, 
then we are Deſpiſers and Neglecters of his Invitations 
* out of Regard to cur Fields, our Yoke of Oxen, or our 
© marry d Wife, Matth. 22. 5. And, (3dly,) When we 


cannot part with them for God's Sake, but chuſe rather 


to make Shipwrack of a good Conſcience, and quit our In- 
© tereſt in ſpiritual, than in temporal Bleſſings: ; for then 
© we certainly cleave to them more than to God, and him we 
Ado comparatively deſpiſe, 


I'll now go on to ſhew what dolatry is, the ſeveral 


Kinds thereof, and the Congruity there is between thoſe 
Sins of the Church againſt God, that, in the Scripture, are 
properly ſtil'd /dolatry, and metaphorically, as has been 
faid, Whoring, Whoredow, Fornication, and Adaltery, aud 
thoſe habitual Tranſgreſſions of the Marriage-Covenant be- 
tween Man and Wife, that a Woman, who is not an Adul- 
10% may be, and often 1s guilty of, towards her Huj- 
and. 

Archbiſhop Whitgift, as I find him quoted by Dr. Stil- 
ling fleet, in the Preface to his Diſcourſe, concerning the 
Idolatry practis d by the Church of Rome, ſays, There are 
© three Kinds of Idolatry ; one is, when the true God is wor- 
© ſbipp'd by other Means and Ways than he hath preſcrib d, or 
$ would be W » the other is, when the true God 1 wor- 
© ſhipp'd with falſe Gods; and the third is, when we worſhip 
* falſe Gods, either in Heart, Mind, or in external Creatures 
living or dead, and altogether forget the Worſhip of the true 
God. All theſe three Kinds are deteſtable ; but the firſt is 
© the leaſt, and the laſt is the worſt. The Papiſts worſhip God 
* otherwiſe than his Will is, and otherwiſe than he hath pre- 
* ſcrib'd, almoſt in all Points of their Worſhip ; they a'ſo give 
to the Creature that which is due to the Creator, and ſo ſin 
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© apoainſt the firſt Jable; yet they are not, ſo far as I can 
8 25 or learn, inne third Kind of Idolatry ; and therefore 


ji they repent unfeignedly, they are not to be caſt either out of 


© the Church, or out of the Miniſtry. The Papiſts have lit. 
© tle Cauſe to thank me, or fee me, for any Thing 1 have ſpoken 
* in their Behalf as jet; you ſee 1 place them among wic ted 
© and dannable Idolaterers. | 

Here, you fee, the Archbiſhop aſſerts, That one Kind of 
Idolatry (and which he firſt deſcribes) is, when the true 
God is norſhipp'd by other Means and Ways, than he hath pre- 
ſcrib d, or would be worſbipp d. A notable Inſtance of this 
Kind of Idolatry, is ſet forth in the xxxi1d Chapter of Exo- 
dus, in the following Words, viz. | | 

Ver. 1. And when the People ſaw that Moſes delay'd to 
come down out of the Mount, the People gather d themſelves to- 
gether unto Aaron, and ſaid unto him, Up, make us Gods 
which ſhall go before us: For as for this Moſes, the Man that 
brought 4 up owt of the Land of Egypt, we wot not what is 
become of him. — | 

2. And Aaron ſaid unto them, Break off the golden Ear- 
Rings which are in the Ears of your Wives, of your Sons, and 
of your Daughters, and bring them unto me. 

3. And all the People brake off the golden Ear- Rings which 
were in their Ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 
- * And he receivd them at their Hands, and faſbion d it 
with a graden Tool, after he had made it a Molten Calf: 
And they ſaid, Theſe be the Gods, O Iſrael, which brought 
thee up out of the Land of Egypt. 
5. And when Aaron ſaw it, he built an Altar before it: 
And Aaron made Proclamation, and ſaid, To Morrow is the 
Fealt to the Lord. 


6. And they roſe up early en the Morrow, and offer d Burnt- 8 


Offerings, and brought Peace- Offerings: And the People ſate 
down to eat, and to Tink and roſe up to play. 

7. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go, get thee down, fur 
hy People which thou hruughteſt out of the Land of Egypt, 
fave corrupted themſelves. | 

8. They have twrn'd aſide quickly out | So Way which | 
commanded them: They have made them a Molten Calf, and 
have worſhipp'd it, and have ſacrific'd thereunto, and ſaid, hs 
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e the Gods, O Iſrael, which have brought thee up out of the 
Land of Egypt. EY 5 | 

9. Aud the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, I have ſeen this People, 
and behold it is à (tifi-necked People. | 

10. Now mm let me alone, that my Wrath may max 
lot againſt them, and that I may conſume them; 

Here, you ſee, is an Image [A golden 910 made, calld 
(Neh. ix. 18.) a God, vorſhipp d, and Sacrifice offer d there- 
to, directly contrary to God's expreſs Command, in Exud. 
x. 4, 5- And this Image [the golden Calf] St. Stephen 
calls, Acts vii. 41. an Idol; and the Worſhippers of it, are 
ſtil'd by St. Paul, 1 Cor. x. 7. Idolaters; ſo that the Wor- 
ſhip which the /ſraelites aftorded it, muſt conſequently be 
[dolatry. Notwithſtanding all which, Dr. Killing fleer, 
in bis Diſcoumſe concerning the Idolatry practis d in the 
urch of Rome, (p. 81.) Dr. Teniſon, the preſent Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, in his Diſcourſe of 1dolatry, (p. 108.) 
and Dr. Whitby, iu his Annotations on Acts vii. 41. have 
effectually provd, that the Jſraelites did not, in this 
Action, fall into Heatheniſh Idolatry, and worſhip the gol- 
den Calf, as if they thought it was it ſelf a real God; but 
only intended to worſhip the true God, under that Symbol. 
And, indeed, the ſame is evident from the very Hiſtory 
it ſelf; for the /ſraelites cannot be imagin'd to have be- 


liev'd, That the go/den, Calf, made of their Ear-Rings, was: 


the very God, who had brought them out of Egypt, before 
it elf had (as they knew) 4 Being; nor can it be thought, 
that Aaron, who was God's ſelect high Prieſt, ſhould (ver. 
5.) proclaims, a Feaſt unto the I. ORD, and intend. it only 
to Lare Calf himſelf had then but juſt form d, and 


brought into Being! So that this Action of the Iſraelites, 
was ſuch Idolatry, as conſiſts in worſhipping the true God. by 


55 n Means than he hath pre ſcrib d, or would be wor- 
N | 8 : 

Another eminent Inſtance of this Kind of Idolaery, is ſet 
forth in the tnelfih Chapter of the fr/# Book of the Kings, 
ver. 28. Whereupon the King toał Counſel, and made mo Culves 
of Gold, and ſaid unto them, [the People) It is too much for 


104 to go up to Jeruſalem: Behold thy Gods, O Htael, ahich 


brought. thee ip ous of the. Land of Egypt. 


29. And 
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29. And he ſet the one in Bethel, and the other put he in 
Dan. | | | 
30. And this Thing became a Sin: For the People went to 
worſhip before the one, even unto Dan. 3 
31. And he made an Houſe of high Places, and made Prieſts 
of the loweſt of the People, which were not of the Sons of 
Levi. 8 - 
32. And Jeroboam ordain'd a Feaſt in the eighth Month, 
on the fifteenth Day of the Month, like unto the Feaſt that is 
in Judah, and he offer d upon the Altar, ( ſo did he in Bethel) 
ſacrificing unto the CALVES that he had made : And he 


plac'd in Bethel the Priefts of the high Places which he had 


made. | 


Now, the whole Deſign of Feroboam, in all this Mat- 
ter, was, as appears by the 27th Verſe of this Chapter, to 


ſecure himſelf in the Poſſeſſion of his new Kingdom, and 
to prevent his Subjects revolting. If (ſays he there) this 
People go up, to do Sacrifice in the Houſe of the Lord at Jeru- 


ſalem, then ſhall the Heart of this People return again unto 


their LORD, even unto Rehoboam [from whom they 
were but jult revolted] King of Judah, and they ſhall kill 
me, and go again unto Rehoboam King of * And 
that Feroboam did, by no Means, fall into Heatheniſh Ido- 


latry, but only intended the Worſhip of the true God, un- 


der the Symbil of the Calves he ſet up at Bethel and Dan, 


Dr. Silling fleet has prov'd (I think) beyond all Contra- 


diction, in his Diſcourſe concerning the Idolatry practis'd 


in the urch of Rome, (p. 84.) and having ſo done, the 


Doctor ſays, (p. 86) And notwithſtanding it be thus 
evident, that Feroboam did not fall into Heatheniſh Ido- 


© latry, yet we lee that he is charg'd with Idolatry in Scrip- 

ture; for it is ſaid, (1 Kings 14. 9.) That be had done 
© Evil above all that were before him, and had gone and made 
other GODS and molten Images, to provoke God to Anger, 


and had caſt him behind his Back. From whence it neceſ- 
* farily follows, that, if God may be allow'd to interpret 
* his own Lay, the worſhipping of Images, though de- 


« ſign'd for his own Honbar, is Idolatry. 9 
Ihe next and laſt Inſtance of this Kind of /dolatry, that 
I ſhall take Notice of, is, the /dolatry now practis d in the 
Papal Church of Rome, and which conſiſts in (to uſe the 


 &ch-Biſhop's 
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agrees 


Arch-Biſhop's Words) worſhipping the true God by Ways and 
Means he hath not preſcrib'd, — would not be wen L 
For altho they worſhip Images, and their Wafer-Cakes un- 
der the Stile of the Hof, yet they do the ſame but after 
the Manner the /ſraelites and Feroboam worſhipp'd their 
golden Calves ; that is, in Honoxr of (as they cſteem it) 
the true God. There is no Man (I believe) who can 
prove, That the Papal Church of Rome does, or ever did 
own and worſhip any other, as God, beſides the true God; 
altho', as the SO truly ſays of them, they worſhip 
God otherwiſe than his Will is, and otherwiſe than he hath pre- 
ſcrih d, almoſt in all Points of their Worſhip : And, on that 
Account, the preſent Papal Church of Rome (unleſs the Ge- 

nerality of Engliſh and foreign Proteſtant Divines be, as E 
zm confident they are not, miſtaken) is call'd, Revelations 


xVit- 1. The great Whore, and (ver. 5.) The Mather of Har- 
Its; and her worſhipping the true God by Ways and Means he 


hath not preſcrib d, and would not be worſhipp'd, is (ver. 2 
Oc) e e FORNICATION? oY 2 
Now, who is it that cannot obſerve a Congruity be- 
tween the Church's habitual Tranſgreſſions of her Marriage- 
Covenant with God, in worſhipping him by Ways and Means 
he hath not preſcrib'd, and would not be worſhipp'd ; or, as the 
Arch-Biſhop ſays particularly of the Papiſtis, in worſhipping 
God otherwiſe than his Will is, and otherwiſe than he hath pre- 
crib d almoſt in all Points of their Worſhip ; and a Woman's 
abitual Tranſgreſſions of her Marriage-Covenant with her 
Husband, in tomporting herſelf (as it is too well known 
any a Woman does) on almoſt all Occaſſons, in ſome Man- 
wer contrary to what ſhe knows is the Will and Deſire of her 
Hucband 2 Dr. Stillingfleet ſays, Our Worſhip is not to be 
mided by our own Fancies, but by the Will of God, And I 
may as juſtly ſay, A Woman, in what ſhe does, is not to 
be guided by her own Fancy, but by the Will of her Haſ- 
land For the is commanded ( Epheſ. v. 24.) to be ſubject 
unto her Hasband in every Thing, as the Church is ſubject 
wto Chriſt. As therefore the Church ought not to ad tog 
nor diminiſh from, (Deut. x11. 32.) the Things God commands 
er; ſo the Wife ought not, in her Actions and Deportment, 
ather to add to, or diminiſh from what ſhe knows to be 
grceable to the Will, Honour, = Intereſt of her Huuband. 
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© moſt juſt, who hath ordaind that her Deſire ſhould be 
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Mr. Robinſon, in his Eſſays, (p. 301.) ſays, any | com: 
te DO 0 


© mon Graces and good Things are requi th for Huſ- 
© band and Wife ; but more eſpecially, the Lord requires 
jn the Man, Love and Wiſdom, and in the Wife, Subje- 
© gion. The Love of the Hutband to his Wife, muſt be 
© like Chriff's to his Charch, holy for Quality, and great 
© for Quantity, both intenſively and extenſively. [ But] 
in the Wife, is eſpecially requir'd a reverend Subjection in 
* all lawful Things to her Hasband : Lawful, I mean, for 
© her to obey in, yea, tho' not lawful for him to require 
© of her. He ought to give Honour to the Wife (1 Pet. iii. 
7.) as to the weater Veſſel : Put now if he paſſes the 
© Bounds of Wiſdom and Kindneſs, yet mult not (he ſhake 
* off the Bond of Submiſſion, but mult bear patiently the 
© Burden which God hath laid upon the Daughters of Eve. 
© The Moman in Innocency, was to be ſabject to the Man; 
© but this ſhould have been without all Wrong on his 
© Part, or Grief on hers : But ſhe being firſt in Tranſgreſ- 
< fon, hath brought herſelf under another Subjection, and 
© the ſame to her grievous ; and, in regard of her. Huſ- 
© band, oftentimes unjuſt ; but, in regard of God, always 


© ſubjet to her Husband, who, by her Seduction, became 
* tubject to Sin. And albeit many proud Women think it 
* a Matter of Scorn and Diſerace, thus to humble them- 
© ſelves to God and their Husbands, and even glory in the 
* contrary ; yet therein they do but glory in their Shame 
© and in their Hasbands Shame alſo. And whilſt they re 
© fuſe a Croſs, chuſe a Sin of Kebellion, both againſt God 
© and their Husbands ; which (hall not eſcape unpuniſhe 
© from God, tho' many fond Husbands nouriſh them there 
in; and, by pampering and puffing them up by deli 
* cite Fare, coſtly Apparel, and Idleneſs, teach them tc 

© d-{piſe both themſelves and all others. | 
Now, certainly it mult be allow'd, That that Moman 
altho' ſhe be not an Adaltereſs, who daily, and even with 
out Shame, diſcovers by her Words, Actions, and De 
portment, ſhe has no Regard to the Honour, Reverence, and 
Submiſſion ghat is due from her to her Hasband, and who! 
only ab ect to him, in Acts of Obedience, when he har 
pens to hill and require What 18 agrecable to her — 
- 


but, on all other Occaſions, obſtinately purſues the Di- 
ctates of her own Fancy and Inclination, how much ſoever 
ſhe knows the ſame thwarts the Will, Honour, and Intereſt 
of her Hasband ; certainly, I fay, it muſt be allow'd, That 
that Woman, altho' ſhe be not an Adultereſs, is guilty of ba- 
bitual Tranſgreſſions of her Marriage-Covenant with her 
Husband, that are of like Nature towards her Husband, 
with that Idolatry in the Church towards Ged, which con- 
ſiſts in affording him ſuch Worſhip as ſhe pleaſes, inſtead 
of ſuch as he requires; or, in the Arch-Biſhop's Words, in 
Ae wo otherwiſe than his Will is, and otherniſe than 
he hath preſcrib'd, in almoſt all Points of her Worſhip. As 


ſuch a Church arraigns the Wiſdom, and rebels againſt the 


Authority of God, ſo does ſuch a Wife arraign the Wiſdom, 


and rebel againſt the Authority of her Hucband. And con- 
ſequently, ſuch a Woman's Deportment towards her Huſ- 


band may, in my Opinion, be call'd Fornication, 1n the 
ſame metaphorical Senſe, that the Papal Roman Church's like 
Deportment towards God, is ſo call d. | 

The ſecond Kind of Idolatry that Arch-Biſhop Whitgift 


mentions, is, when the true God is worſhipp'd with falſe Gods. 
And the third and laſt, and which is, indeed, the high- 
eſt Kind of /dolatry, is, (ſays he) when we worſhip falſe Gods, 


either in Heart, Mind, or in external Creatures, living or 
dead, and altogether forget the Worſhip of the true God; The 
Difference between theſe two Kinds of Idolatry, is, That 


they who are guilty of the firſt of them, do yet afford the 
true God ſome Worſhip : but they who are guilty of the lat- 


ter, afford him no Worſhip at all. When the Church al- 
ford falſe Gods any Worſhip, the is ſaid, Exod. xxxiv. 16. 
Lev. xvii. 7. Exel. vi. 9, Cc. to go 4 whoring after them; 
and ſuch her Worſhip of them, is ſtil d, by the Prophet 
Feremiah, in one Verſe, both Whoredow (that is, Fornica- 
tion) and Adultery, Jer. iii. 9. And it came to paſs through 
the Lightneſs of her Whoredom, [Septuagint, n Togreia awTns, 


of her Fornication] that ſhe defil'd the Land, and committed 


Adultery with Stones and with Stocks, When therefore the 
Church ſhall (if ever ſuch a Time did, or ſhall happen) 
altogether forget the Worſhip of the true God, and give herſelf 
up wholly to the Worſhip of falſe Gods, ſhe may doubt- 
leſs, at ſuch a Time, be more aptly ſaid to zo 4 _ 
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after them, and to be, on that Account, guilty of Mhore- 
dom, Fornication, and Adultery, that is, of 1dolatry, than 
when ſhe only worſhips falſe Gods together with the true God, 

But T'll give you ſomewhat a fuller Account of Idolatry, 
in the Words of Dr. Teniſon, the preſent Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury. ce] 

5. 1. His Lordſhip, in his Treatiſe intitled Of 1dolatry, 
Cc. ſays, (p. 12.) * Idolatry is either metaphorical or 
© proper. By metaphonical Idolatry, I mean that inordi- 
* nite Love of Riches, Honours, and bodily Pleaſures, 
* whereby the Paſſions and Appetites of Men are made ſu- 
© pettor to the Will of God: Man, by ſo doing, making 
© as it were a God of himſelf, and his ſenſual Temper, — 
© Now, this exceſſive Value of the Things of the World, 


cis a very high and impious Preſumption; but becauſe | 


it ſetteth not up Mammon, or the Appetite, as a God, 
or an Object of religious Worſhip, therefore I call it 
* metaphorical, and not proper Idolatry. 

5. 2. Proper Idolatry (p. 13.) is none other than that 
© which St. Cyprian deſcribes, viz. Then is Idolatry commit- 
© ted, when the divine Honour 15 given to another. So Hilary, 
© the Roman Deacon, doth place the Nature of Idolatry in 
* this, That it uſurpeth the Honour of God, and challengeth it 
© in Right of the Creature, Not unlike to theſe Deſcrip- 
< tions, is that which we find in the Book of the Refor- 


© mation of Eccleſiaſtical Laws, begun by Henry the 


© Eighth, viz. Idolatry is a Worſhip in which not the Creator, 
© bat the Creature, or ſome Figment of Man is ador d. To 
© the Worſhip of the Creature, the Scripture doth frequently 
© give the Name of Uncleanneſs, This it hath done, part- 
© ly in Compliance with the Jewiſh Idiom, which calleth 


any Thing that is deteſfable, dirty or unclean, the Per- 


* ſons of that People bang deſecrated by corporal Pollu- 
tions. It hath alſo done it, by Reaſon of thoſe ver 
* unchaſt Actions and Rites, by which many of the Idol. 
© of the Gentiles were ſerv'd ; tho' in the Worſhip of ſome 
© few, and particularly in that of Veſta, the great Obſer- 
* vance was Chaſtity, But the Scripture hath, eſpecially, 
given to /av/atry that Name of Uncleanneſs, becauſe it 
* was an Alienation of the Hearts and Bodies of the Few 
* *rom the God of Iſrael, who had, as it were, * 
| | f | bard 
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Charch as his Spouſe on Earth. Now, if this common 
Notion ſeemeth too brief, or too generally propounded, 
I am ready to make a particular Enlargement of it in 


the following Definition. Idolatry is a Sin, which, by in- 


ward Reverence or outward Signs, giveth to ſome other Object, 
in an Act or Habit of religious Homage or Worſhip, that Ho- 
nour which is either eſſential to God, or being communicable, 
Jet appertaining to God only till ke hath declar'd his actual 


Communication of it, is either not at all communicated, or not 


in that Extent, or Continuance of Vertue, which ſeemeth 


thereby to be attributed to it. | 

$.3. © Firſt, The Idolater giveth away, ſometimes, the 
eſſential and incommunicable Honour of God. This 
he doth two Ways: Firſt, When hz dethroneth God 
in his Imagination, and ſetteth up ſome other Object 
in his Place. Secondly, When admitting of God, he 
addeth another Principle equal to him; for he that di- 
videth the Empire of God. diminiſheth his Honour; 
he maketh him ceaſe to be God, that is, to be one and 
ſupreme. e „ 

In the next Place, the Idolater giveth to ſome other 
Object that Honour which might have been communica- 
ted by God's Authority, but hath been intirely reſerv d 
by his Miſdom, whilſt no actual Communication of it 
hath been any Way declar d. This /zpiety of his is like- 
wiſe of two Kinds: For he giveth the Honour which 
God hath wholly referv'd, to ſome other Object, either 


with Reſpect to ſome inherent Power with which he 


{uppoſeth it to be indu'd by God, or with Regard to 
5 Relation which he ſuppoſeth to be owu'd 
y him. Fo 
© Laſtly, The Idolater giveth Honour to an Object which 
God owneth and repleniſheth ſometimes with Virtue, 


* in the Quality of the Fountain of that Vertue, whilſt 
© God hath not endow'd it with the conſtant Power in it 


. 
c 
c 
0 
0 
c 
* 


ſelf, but us'd it as the Inſtrument of his Works. The 
Power which healeth Diſeaſes not curable by Phy/zck, doth 
not ſo eſſentially belong to the Prerogative of Gd, that 
he cannot communicate it perpetually to Angel or Man, 
and inveſt him in it, without Diminution to his own 
Ommpotence. For it implieth not a Contradiction, 
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C 232 | 
£ for a Creature to be able to alter the whole Texture of 


* ſo little a Frame as Man's Body: Neither is it impoſſ- 
© ble for a Man to be by God indow'd with a Knowledge, 


© which, in a certain Precinct, may, by Signs in Nature 


© to Men unknown and paſt their finding out, foretel ſe- 
© veral Accidents which God determineth not to over- 
rule, ſuch as Plagues or healthful Seaſons, Famine or 
© Plenty : For this Knowledge, tho' it is not Man's na- 
© tura! Talent, is not Omniſcience. Yet whilſt this is 
done by God's immediate Power, and Man is but 1n- 


i ſtrumental in it, he becomes an Idolater, who owneth 


and thanketh Man as the efficient Cauſe. And he is 
guilty two Ways; either whilſt he owneth the Inſtru- 
ment as the efficient Cauſe, during the Time that God 
* maketh Uſe of it, or after God hath ceas d to work by 
Ft. 

| 4. © The Ways (p. 20.) by which God's Honour is 
« denv'd ou Creatures, are, either Eſtimation of the Mind, 
£ directing its Intention in an A& or Courſe of internal 
£ Worthip, or by the external Signs of religious Reve- 
© rence. By both theſe together, or by either of them a- 
© part. There is no publick Worſhip without manifeſt 
© Signs of it; the Heart in it ſelf not being diſcern'd by 
Mans Eye, but diicovering it ſelf by external To- 


4 kens. . 


5. 5. The Idols, (p. 18.) or Objefts of that Honour which 
is given from God, are either perſonal, internal, or exter- 
© nal, By perſonal Objects, 1 mean the Idolaters them ſelves, 
© who become their own Statues, and worſhip ther very 
© ſelves, by the Eſtimation they have of their Perſons, as 
£ Chriſt's, or of their Souls, as the real Portions of the 
© Eſſence of God. The Fancy of ſome Followers of Plo 
© tinus of old, who ſaid, Their Souls at Death return to the 
ſeminal Reaſon ; and of ſome Quakers, at this Time, whe 
ſay, as Edward Burroughs, (ike F. H's Teſtimony) the 
Morning before he departed this Life, That his Soul ani 
* Spirit was center d in its onn Being wit! God. 


© Internal Objects are the falſe Ideas which are ſet u 


jn the Fancy, inſtead of God and his divine PerfeRions 
* For he who fanfieth God, under the Idea of indefinit 
(Amplitude or Extenſion of Matter, or of Li = 0 

« Flame 
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Flame, or under the Notion of an irreſiſtible Tyrant; 
: 4 applies himſelf to him as ſuch, with the Uſe of 
any viſible external Statue or Picture, is as certainly an 
* Idolater, as he who worſhippeth a graven Image; for 
* be giveth divine Honour to an Idol, which is not di- 
vine. Only here, the Scene being internal in the Fan- 


© cy, the Scandal of the Sin is thereby abated. | 
-%% 


xternal Objects are ſuch, which have a Subſiſtence 
diſtinct from the Phantaſms which are by Motion im- 
* preſs'd on the Brain; and the Catalogue of theſe, is a 
Kind of Inventory of Nature. I will here give only a 
* ſummary Account of them, for the Particulars are end- 
© Jeſs, Jdolaters have worſhippd wniverſal Nature, the 
© Soul of the World, Angels, the Souls of Men departed, 
either by themſelves, or in Union with ſome Star or 
© other Body. They have likewiſe worſhipp d the Hea- 
* vens, and in them both particular Luminaries and Con- 
© ftellations ; the Armoſphere, and in it the Meteors and 
* Fowls of the Air; the Earth, and in it Man, together 
© with the Accidents of which he is the Subject, ſuch as 
6 Fortitude and Faſtice, Peace and War. And farther, on 
Earth they have deify'd Beaſfs, Birds, Inſefts, Plants, 
Groves, Hills, artificial and artleſs Pillars and Statues, 
&. 6. © Of external Honour (p. 22.) God is jealous, and 

© he reſerv'd it to himſelf amongſt the Fews, whom he had 
; ee. by expreſs Command, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not, 
* before an Image or 1dol, put thy Body 1nto ſuch a Figure, 
© as is a Sign of Worthip. Three Ways of exhibiting 
* ſuch external Reverence, are ſuggeſted by the Pſalmiſt, 
* (Pal. 95. 6.) where he calls upon the People to wor- 
* ſhip with Proftration, to bow, to kneel before God 
their Creator. For the Sake of external Worſhip, ſo- 
© lemn Days and publick Aſſemblies have in great Part 
been appointed: By it our Light (which retain'd in 
© the Heart only, is as a Lamp burning in a Sepulchre) 


doth ſo conſpicuoully ſhine before Men, that it indu- 


ceth them to an happy Conſent in glorifying God with 
Zus. By it, is maintain d the viſible Society of God's 
Church, whoſe outward Communion is preſerv'd by 


* the external Signs of Words, Geſtures, and Actions, 


* relating 


( 224 ) 


© relating to the Chriſtian Religion, and making up the 


© Profeſſion of it, external Ceremonies (as is ſaid by the Fa- 
© thers of the Sy nod of Rhemes_) are therefore appointed, that 
© by them a Declaration ma) be made of our Affection towards 
© God. And common Reaſon teacheth, that by giving 
away the outward Signs of Worſhip, we are prodigal 
© of the internal Honour of God, which cannot be pre- 
© ſerv'd or advanc'd amongſt Societies of Men, meerly by 
£ 4 ſecret and inviſible Intention. * | 

. 7. The Premiſſes being conſider d, it will thence 
«© follow, That in giving the Honour of God, ſupreme or 


© ſubordinate, to any other Thing, be it internal Idea, or 


« perſo'-al Principle, or outward Object, with Reſpect to 


any ſuppos'd, inherent, divine Power, original or de- 


© riv d, or to any external Relation, by internal Wor- 
© ſhip, and by the external Signs of it, or by either of 
© them, conſiſteth the Notion of Idolatry. is 

Thus you ſee Idolatry conſiſts in giving that Honour 


which 1s due to God only, to ſome other Object; but then 


that Object may be the [dolaters very ſelf, or any other 


real or 1magin'd Being in the Univerſe, And even wor- 


ſhipping the true God by Ways and Means he hath not pre- 
{crib'd, and would not be worthippd, is Idolatry. And 
Mr. Revinſon, in his Eſſays, (p. 86.) ſays, All Sin what- 


© ſoever, is founded upon a Kind of Idolatry. In Sins of 


© Omiſſion, we acknowledge not God for our God, as we 
© ought, in doing what he commands. In Sins of Com- 


© miſſion, we make ſome other Thing our God; as our 


© Riches, if we trult to them as to God; or our Belly, if 
© for it we do what God forbids the doing of. And that 
Idolatry, largely conſider' d, ſhould be comprehenſive even 
of all Sin, will not ſeem (ſtrange, when it be duly conſi- 
der d, that every Sin is, in ſome Meaſure, a Diſhonour to 
God, who hath forbidden it. 1 | 
Now. when a Woman ſets her own Will in Oppoſition 
to her Husband's, ſeeks all ſhe can to do herſelf, not him 
Honour; omits what ſhe knows he'd have her do, and does 
what ſhe knows he'd have her omit; and generally acts 
avowedly in purſuance of her own, not her Husband's 
Will, the thereby effectually becomes her own Idol; or, 
if you will, dethrones the Man (he'd conſtituted her So- 
„ dein; 
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vereigy 3 and, in his Place, ſets Hherſeſf up to be her own 


Lord and Hasband, to all the Intents and Purpoſes of Ho- 
nour, Reverence, and Obedience, (To ſay, that more than 
a few Vi omen thus act, can be no Scandal on the Sex, be- 
cauſe tis a Thing too well known to be true.) And cer- 
tainly, ſuch a Deportment of the Wife tow ards her Huſ- 
hand, altho' ſhe be not an Adaltereſs alſo, mult be deem'd 


ſuch a Tranſereſſion of her Marriage-Covenant with him, 


as is every Way adequate to the Church's habitual Tranſ- 
greſſion of her Marriage-Covenant with the true God, in gl- 
ving that Honour which is due to him only, to ſome other 
Object, that is pretended to be 4 God; and conſequently, 
nay, as well as that, be metaphorically call'd Fornication, 
Wioring, Oc. Ns : | 

The preſent Arch. Biſhop of Canterbury, in his before- men- 
tion'd Treatiſe, lays, (p. 24.) The general Cauſe of Ido- 
 latry, is the degenerate State of the Soul, exerting it ſelf 
in the Headineſs of the Will, which hurrieth Men to 
* Filly, under the wild Conduct of Imagination and Senſe. 
And conformable thereto, it very aptly may be ſaid, the 
general Cauſe of a Woman's Diſobedience to her Husband, is 
the degenerate State of her Soul, cxerting it ſelf in the 
Headineſs of her Will, which hurrieth her to Fol/y, under 
the wild Conduct of her Imagination and [what ſhe takes 
or] Senſe. By a degenerate State of Soul, I humbly con- 
ave, his Lordſhip means a Soul in which the Love of God 


js become almoſt extinct For Idolatry in the Church, and 


Diſobedience in Wives, may molt aptly be {aid to proceed from 
i want of Love; in the firſt, towards the true God; and in 
the latter, towards their Husbands. Love is the Fountain 
vhence Honour and Obedience tiow ; elſe i could not truly 
be ſaid, That on the Love of God and our Neighbour, (Matth. 
Mil. 4.0.) hang all the Lam and the Prophets; and that 
Rom. xiii. 10.) Love is the fulfilling of the Lam; and as 


lo all voluntary Breaches of rhe Lam, in Relation to God 
and Man, proceed. Love 1s ihe Eſſence of Marriage, even 
that between God and his C.urc-.. as well as of that be- 
tween a Man and his Wife. Anu Love, whether it be in 
the Church towards God, or in a Woman towards her Huſ- 
bind, will be productive of Honour, Reverence, and Obe- 
Pe en Ff dience, 


ove is the ful filling of the Lan, ſo from a want of Love, 
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dience, ſo far as pollidly may be, in all Caſes whatſoever: 
| not be irkſome to, but the De- 

lizke of the Perſon that performs it. 
That Charch that loves God above all other Objects, will 
infallibly Honour him above all other Objects too: Worſhip 
him, to the beſt of her Power and Knowledge, 1n the Ways 
of his own Arpointment : Fear him, (Deut. 10. 12, 13.) 
walk in his Ways, keep his Commandments, and his Statutes, 
that he command her for her Good. And will neither 


(Exod. xxxiv. 15.) go 4 _whoring after Heathen Gods, nor 


( Pſalm cvi. 39.) after her own Inventions ; and amuſe (or 
rather abuſe) the World, to the Diſhonour of God, with, 
Image-Worſhip ,, Hoſt-Worſhip, a Prieſt-contriv d Crucible, 
call'd Purgatory, Sin-encburaging Indulgences, Popes Sham- 
Pardons, c. And that Wife who loves her Husband, as 
ſhe ought to do, would infallibly honour him, obey, and 
pleaſe him, in every Thing ſhe can, and would take De- 
light in fo doing, altho' Religion had not requir'd it of 
her: For where there is Love, there will naturally be Ho- 
nour, Reverence, an Endeavour to pleaſe, and an univer- 
ſal Compliance with known Duty. I dare appeal to the 


Conſciences of all Women on Earth, who really love their 


Husbands, that they cannot, with Satisfaction in their own 
Breaſts, either do, or ſo much as think of doing, any one 
Thing whatſoever, which they know will be either a Diſho- 
nour, or a Diſpleaſure to their Husbands. As St. John ſays 
of the Church, 1 John v. 3. This is the Love of God, that ne 
keep his Commandments, and his Commandments are not grie- 
vous So may I ſay of a Wife, This zs the Love if her Huſ- 
band; that is, her Love towards him, that {he honour, ſerve, 
obey, and oblige him in what ſhe can, and take. Delight in ſo 
doing. And as St. Fohn ſays, (1 Fohn iv. 20.) If a Man 
ſay, I love God, and hateth A 

is in the next Verſe, hath commanded him to love) z 4 
Lyar ; ſo it may truly be ſaid of that Woman, who ſays 


ſhe loves her Hesband, and yet either refuſes, or negleds 
to Honour, obey, and endeavour to pleaſe him, that ſhe i 


Lyar alſo. Love will hide a Multitude of Faults; but Love 


will not wilfully commit any Faults. Love worketh no ILL 


ro bis Neighbour, Rom. xiii, 10, 
When 


is Brother, (whom God, as it 
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When the Church ceaſes to love God, (ſhe ceaſes alſo to 
konour and ſerve him in the Manner ſhe ought. And, as 
if ſhe were become (2 The. ii. 4.) 4 God herſelf, ſhe im- 
mediately ſtudies to do herſelf, not kim Honour, is very 
ſolicitous that her own vain Humour be pleas'd, and is al- 

together regardleſs, whether (Aatth. vi. 10.) his Will be 
done. And therefore, juſt as her Fancy and worldly Inte- 
ret require, ſhe preſumptuouſly diminiſhes from, and adds 
to what he hath commanded her; thereby arraigning his 
Wiſdom, and rebelling againſt his Authority. Thien, as of- 
ten amongſt the Jens of old, ſhe worſhips f-lſe Gods, to- 


* gether with the true. God. Her own Commandments, 


(Mark vii. 7.) inſtead of God's, are then taught for Do- 
Arine. And then (as now in France, Cc.) they who 
dare believe God, rather than aſſuming Men, and ſerve 
him according to the Ways of his own, not their Appoint-= 
ment, may expect to be damn d, by them who will impi- 
oully call themſelves the Church of God, for Hereticks. 
Then extra-ſcriptural Traditions will render (Matth. xv. 6.) 
God's Commandments of none Effect. And, in ſhort, they 
who will then call themſelves the urch, will ſet their 
(calling it her) Authority in the Place of God's, and Men 
ſhall be compell'd to do, and be oblig'd not to do, this, 
that, and the other Thing, not becauſe God hath commanded 


or forbidden it, but becauſe the Scribes and Phariſees, ¶ Mark 


Vit. 9.) or, if you pleaſe, his (unhallom d) Holineſs the 
Pope, and his Conclave, aſſuming to themſelves the Title 
of the Church of God, have declar'd it their Daty, and re- 
quire it at their Hands, However, as you ve ſeen, St, 
John calls the Charch that (at this Day) thus acts, altho 
the profeſſes Chriſtianity, and the Worſhip of the true God 
only, the great Whore, and her pretended Chriſtian Worſhip, 
FORNICA TION. = 5 
And when a Woman's Love for her Husband becomes ex- 
tinct, Honour, Reverence, Obedience, &c. that depend on 
it, are gone of Courſe. And then Can hundred to one) 
the modleſt Woman immediately ſets up to be, her own H 
hand; that is, ſhe'll love, honour, reverence, ſerve, and 0b 
herſelf, and herſelf only! But as for the poor inſignifi- 
cant Wretch, that calls himſelf (fond Fool!) her Huſ- 
band, (he'll take effectual _—_ 7 let all the World _— 
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by her Words, Aclions, and Deportment, that ſhe is ſo far 
from loving, honouring, and reverencing him, that ſhe, in 
her Heart, /lights, ſcorns, and deſpiſes him; and that what- 


ever his Will, Pleaſure, and even Commandments be, in 


Caſe they fu not in with her Humour, ſhe ſets them all 


at nought. She will do what ſhe will do; and that how con- 
trary ſoever ſhe knows the ſame to be to the Approbation 
and good-liæing of her Hasband, and how much ſoever ſhe 
knows the ſame will redound to his Diſhonouwr, Nay, 
ſometimes the very Thoughts that what ſhe does, vexes 
her Husband, wounds his Reputation, and makes him look 
little, (hall cauſe her to take a Pleaſure in it. For certain, 
whatever ſhall cauſe People to believe that ſhe has gain d 
the Maſtery of her Husband; and that he dares not to open 
bis Mouth again what ſhe ſhall have been; out of her 
abundant Goodneſs and Soverainty, graciouſly pleas'd to 
ſay, order, and command, will pleaſe her haghely, Nay, 
ſometimes ſhe'll take a Step farther, and endeavour to 
beget in the People ſhe converſes with, an 111 Opinion of 
her Husband, by ſlandering him behind his Back, and 
calling him ill Names to his Face. And of ſuch Wives, 
altho the, be not guilty of defiling their Marriage-Beds, 
it certainly may be ſaid, as by the Pſalmiſ# formerly of 
the Jewiſh Church, (Pſalm cvi. 39.) They are defil d with 
their own Works And go a whoring after their own Inven- 
tions. They have (Fer. iii. 3.) Whores Foreheads, and re- 
fuſe to be aſhar/d. TE 

From what has been ſaid, it (in my Opinion) ſuffici- 
ently appears, that thoſe Sins in the Church againſt God, 
that, in the Scripture, are ſtil'd properly 1dolatry, and me- 
taphorically Whoring, Whoredow, Fornication, and Adulte- 
73, are Offences in the Church towards God, of a like 
Nature with the habitual Tranſgreſſions of the Marriage- 
Covcnant between Man and Wife, which a Woman, 
who is not (properly ſpeaking) an Adaltereſs, may be, 
and often is, guilty of towards her Husband. However, 
for the greater Satisfaction of the Scrupulous, I'll proceed 
to ſhew, that other Offences in the Church towards God, 
beſides Idolatry (properly ſo call'd, at leaſt,) are in Scrip- 


ture ſtiſ d Wheredow, that 1s, Fornication. 


1 


Sen after them, ſo that there remain d not ſs much as one of 
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1ſt, Numb. xiv. 33. And your Children ſhall wander in the 
Wilderneſs forty Years, and bear your Whoredoms, [Septuagint, 
rr 55512129 vue, your Fornication] antil your Carkaſes 


be waſted in the Wilderneſs, What the Iſraclites Sins were, 


that are here ſtil'd Whoredows, or, according to the Seprua- 

int, Fornication, may eaſily be ſeen, by looking back to 
God's Meſſage to them by Moſes, ' Exod. iii. 16, 17. Go, 
and gather the Elders of Iſrael together, and ſay unto them, 


The LORD God ef your Fathers, the God of Abraham, of 


Iſaac, and of ſacob, appear'd unto me, ſaying, I have ſurel 
di ſited you, 22 ſeen Fa which is done Ei - Egypt. tn 7 
have ſaid, I will bring you up out of the Affliction of Egypt, 
unto the Land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Je- 


buſites, anto 4 Land flowing with Milk and Honey. This 


Meſlage the 1ſraelites receiv d joyfully, Chap. iv. 31. 
And the People believd: And when they heard that the 
LORD had viſited the Children of Iſrael, and that he had 
look'd upon their Affliction, then they bow'd their Heads, and 
worſhipp'd, Preſently after this, theſe Iſraelites ſaw, (Iſt,) 


the many Plagues (Chap. vii, viii, ix, x, xi.) that God 


brought upon Pharoah King of Egypt, for refuling to give 
them leave to depart his Dominions. (2dly,) They ſaw 
how Pharoah having, at length, given Leave that they 
might depart, the Lord (Chap. x111.-21.) vent before them 
by Day in a Pillar of a Cloud, to lead them the Way, and by 


| Night in a Pillar of Fire, to give them Light to go by Day 


and Night. (3dly,) They ſtill farther ſaw, how, they be- 
ing puriu'd by King Pharoah and his Army, the Lord 
(Chap. xiv. 21.) causd the Sea to go back, by a ſtrong Eaſe 
Wind, and made the Sea dry Land, 1o that the Waters were 


divided; and they, (ver. 22.) the Children of Iſrael, went 


into the Midſt of the Sea on dry Ground, and the Waters were 
a Wall unto them on their right Hand, and on their left. 
(4thly,) They ſaw too, how (ver. 23.) the Egyptians, e- 
ven all Pharoah's Horſes, his Chariots, and kis Horſemen, 

urſuing them into the Midit of the Sea, were there, by 
the immediate Hand of God, overthrown and drown'd ; 
The Waters (ver. 28.) return'd, and cover d the Chariots, and 
Horſe-men, and all the Hoſt of Pharoah, that came into the 


them. 
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them. And the Iſraelites having ſeen this (ver.'31.) bis 
Work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians, they fear d the 
Lord, heliev d the Lord, and his Servant Moles, 
_ Hitherto nothing is charg'd on theſe /ſraelites, as ſinful 
in them. And after all theſe ſurprizing Miracles wrought 
in their Favour, and, by them, a double Profeſſion made 
of their Belief in the Lord, it certainly could not be rea- 
ſonably 1magin'd that any Thing, which might, thro' 
God's Providence, befal them in their Journey ings towards 
the Land of Promiſe, could make them forgetful of, and 
unthankful for their great Deliverance from their Egyptian 
Bondage, in order to their expected Happineſs in the Land 
of Canaan, But 1t otherwiſe fell out. a 
Chap. xv. 22. Moics brought Iſrael from the red Sea, and 
they went out into ee, of Shur : And they went three 
Days in the Wilderneſs, and found no Water. 
23. Aud when they were come to Marah, they could not 
drin the Waters of Marah, for they were bitter. £ | 
24. And the People MURMUR'D qàgainſt Moſes, 
faying, What ſhall we drink 2 | 
Well, they no ſooner complain'd, but they were re- 
liev'd in the Matter of their Complaints. = 
25. And he [that is, Moſes] cryd unto the LORD: 
And the LORD ſhemd him a Tree, which when he had caſt 
into the Waters, the Waters were made ſweet. 1 
Now, they might, and doubtleſs did, drink their Fill of 
the Waters of /1arah ; for they, farther to ſhew the 
Power of the Lord, and thereby to ſtrengthen the 1ſrae- 
lites Faith, were render'd, by a Miracle, ſweet like other 
Waters. | 
From Marah, they paſs d on, and (ver. 27.) came to E- 
lim, where were twelve Wells of Water, and threeſcorc and ten 
Palm-trees, and there they encamp'd by the Waters. © | 
Chap. xvi. I. They took their Fourney from Elim ; and all 
the Congregation of the Children of Iſrael came unto the Mil- 
derneſs of Sin, »hich is between Elim and Sinai, on the fit- 
teenih Day of the ſecond Month, after their departing out of 
the Land of Egypt. „ 
2. Aud the whole Congregation of the Children of Iſrael 
MURMUR'D ag4inff Moſes and Aaron in the Wilder- 


neſs, | 


— 4231) 
3. And the Children of Iſrael ſaid unto them, [that is unto 
Moſes and Aaron] Would to God we had dy'd by the Hand of 
the LORD in the Land of Egypt, when we ſate by the Fleſh- 
pots, and when we did eat Bread to the full ; for ye have 
brought us for:h into the Wilderneſs, to ill this whole Aſſembly 
ith HUNGER. Before they murmur d for Drink, now 
for Food; with Drin God then ſupply'd them then by a 
Miracle ; and ſo he did now, as the ſubfequent Verſes of 
this Chapter ſhew, with Ft. 

4. Then ſaid the LORD unto Moſes, Behold 1 will rain 
Bread from Heaven for you, and the People ſhall go out and 
gather a certain Rate every Day, that I may prove them whe 
ther they will keep my Law or nb. | 

5. And it L come to paſs, that on the ſixth Day they 
ſhall prepare that which they bring in, and it ſhall be twice as 
much as they gather daily. 

11. And the LORD ſpake [farther] unto Moſes, ſay- 
_ Ss 
15 2. 1 have heard the murmuring of the Children of Iſrael: 
Speak unto them, ſaying, At Even ye ſhall eat Fleſh, and in 


the Morning ye ſhall be fild with Bread, and ye ſhall know 


that 1 am the LORD. your God, | 
13. And it came to paſs, that at Even the Quails came up, 


and cover d the Camp : And in the Morning the Dew lay 


round about the Hiſt. | 

14. And when the Dew which lay, was gone up, behold, 
upon the Face of the Wilderneſs lay a ſmall round Thing, as 
ſmall as the hoar Froſt on the Ground. | 

15. And when the Children of Iſrael ſay it, they ſaid one 
to another, It is Manna: For they wiſt not what it was. And 


Moſes ſaid unto them, T his is the Bread which the LORD 
hath given you to eat. 


16. This is the Thing which the LORD hath commanded: 


Gather of it every Man according to his eating: An Omer 
for every Man ; according to the Number of your Perſons, take 
Je every Man for them which are in his Tent. 
19. And Moſes [ farther] ſaid nnto them, LET no Man. 
leave of it until the Morning, 
220. Notwithſtanding they hearken'd NOT unto Moſes ; 
{ut ſome of them 25 of it until the Morning, and it bred 
Worms and tan. And Moſes nas nroth with them. 4 
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22. And it came to paſs, that on the ſixth Day they ga: nie 
ther d twice as much Bread, two Omers for one Man : And | in 
the Rulers of the Congregation came and told Moſes. e 

23. And he ſaid unto them, This is that which the LORD 6 
hath ſaid, To Morrow is the Reſt of the holy Sabbath unto the I ſai: 
LORD: Bake that which ye will bake to Day, and ſeeth that I ſaic 
which ye will ſeeth; and that which remaineth over, lay up for tem 
90x, to be kept until the Morning,. ET 

24. And they laid it up until the Morning, as Moſes bade,, | 14 
and it did not ſtink, neither was there any Worm therein. tha. 

25. And Moles ſaid, Eat that to Day; for to Day is a Ci 


Sabbath unto the LORD: To Day ye ſhall NOT find it L 
n 4 ie th rnd De No 
26. Six Days ye ſhall gather it; but on the ſeventh Day, 0 
which is the Sabbath, in it there ſhall be NONE. ”y Peg 


27. And it came to paſs, that there went out ſome of the Peo- Ro 
ple on the ſeventh Day for to gather, and they found NONE. 20s 
28. And the LORD ſaid unto Moles, How long refuſe ( 
ye to keep my Commandments and my Laws ? 8 27 
Here we ſee the Iſraelites were, in a very wonderful 1 Wai 
Manner, ſupply'd with Bread, and with Fleſh; only to I} fo, 
prove them, that 1s, to try whether they could and J 
would wholly truſt in God for a conſtant Supply, and, I rib 
purely in Compliance with his Commandment, refrain I ca. 
Rocking themſelves, when they had an Opportunity, 12 
with more Bread at a Time than their preſent Occaſion E 
requir d, they were injoin d to provide no more, than, I wit 
as we ſpeak, from Hand to Mouth. Let no Man [ſays beg 
God by Moſes] leave of it till the Morning. And, as a the 
farther Mark of their Obedience, on the ſixth Day, they I Eld 
were order d to provide a Supply ſufficient for that Day ( 
and the next, that they might keep the Sabbath holy unto I} 1irs 
the Lord. Conſidering how often theſe Iſraelites had ſeen can 
the Almighty Power of God exerted in their Favour, E 
their Compliance with theſe Commandments could not, one {| [evi 
would think, reaſonably be doubted of: But, ſuch was || the 
their Frailty, they offended againſt them both; and his 
that, as I conceive, thro' the Weakneſs of their Faith, lars 
and Confidence in the Promiſe and Power of God. | wh 
Chap. xvii. 1. And all the Congregation of the Children of the 
Iſrael journey d from the mige ef of Sin, after their Four= ry 
1 | | nies, 
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nies, according to the Commandment of the Lord, and pitch'd 
in 1 And there was no WAT ER for the People 
ty} arink. n | | 8 | 

2. Wherefore the People did CHIDE with Moſes, and 
ſaid, Give ws MAI ER, that we may drink. And Moles. 
ſaid unto them, Why chide you with me? Wherefore do ye 
tempt the Lord? = . 3 

3. And the People thirſted there for Water, and the People 
MURMUR'D againſt Moſes, and ſaid, Wherefore is this 
that thou had brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us, and our 
Children, and our Cattel with Thir £2 „ 

4+ And Moles cry d unto the LORD, ſaying, What ſhall 
] do unto this People? They be almoſt ready to ſtone me, 

5. And the LORD ſaid unto Moſes, Go on before the 
People, and take with thee of the Elders of Iſrael : And the 
Rod wherewith thou ſmotes? the River, take in thy Hand, and 


0s | 
s 6. Behold, I will ſtand before thee there upon the Rock in 
Horeb, and thou ſhalt ſmiite the Rock, and there ſhall come 
Water out of it, that the People may drink, And Moles did 
ſo, in the Sight of the Eiders of Tirael. Ts 

7. Ana he call d the Name of the Place Maſſah, and Me- 
ribah, becauſe of the chiding of the Children of Iſrael, and be- 
cauſe they tempted the Lord, ſaying, Is the LORD amongst 
us or not? | | | : 

Here we ſee the Iſraelites were a ſecond Time ſupply'd 
with Water by a Miracle: And that Miracle, the better to 
beget a Confidence in them, was perform'd by Moſes, 
the Man againſt whom they murmur d, in the Sight of the 
Elders of 1ſrael. | e 

Chap. xix. I. In the third Month, when the Children of 
Iſrael were gone forth out of the Land of Egypt, the ſame Day 
came they into the Wilderneſs of Sina. 

Here, in Mount Sinai, God enter'd into Covenant 
[even a Marriage- Covenant] with the Iſraelites, whereby 
they became, in a more eminent Manner than before, 
his People: But of this I've already ſpoken (p. 205.) at. 
large. In the next twelve Chapters, they are inform d in 
what God requir d of them. And in the 32d Chapter, 
their ſetting up and worthipping the golden Calf, contra- 
ry to the Commandment of the Lord, is related. Of 

= ES. this 


— 
* 
3 
* 


.. K ⁵˙mUm. —mp — . no 1 — 
—— i 8 — 


3 — 
4 Oo 
— 4 - 


« F 
_ 2 and 


— 


_— 


8 k . — — — : 


2 Dre ” ay uranyl. AUS te IRA 


ES. CD ET CE EIT 


in 
| 
71 


tie God under that Symbol, 
that Action of theirs being contrary to the Command- 


(62340 


this their worſhipping the golden Calf, I have already ſpo- 


ken, and ſhewn, that they did not, in ſo doing, fall in- 
to heatheniſh Idolatry, but intended the. Worſhip of the 
Notwithſtanding which, 


ment of the Lord, Exod. xx. 4, 5. they were ſeverely pu- 


niſh d for that their Diſobedience. It colt, Exod. xxxii. 


28. about three thouſand of them their Lives. And as this 
is the firſt Offence that the facred Hiſtory lays to their 


Charge, after their entering into Covenant with God in 


Mount Sinai; ſo it is the firſt Offence, that we are 1n- 
form'd they receiv d Puniſhment for, from their Depar- 
ture out of Egypt. : 6b 
Levit. x. 1. And Nadab and Abihu, the Sons of Aaron, 
took either of them his Cenſer, and put Fire therein, and put 
Incenſe thereon, and offer d ſtrange Fire before the LORD. 
2. And there went out Fire from the LORD, and de- 
wour d them, and they dy'd before the LORD. 
There ſeems, by the ſacred Hiſtory, to have been none 


which he commanded them not. 


but Nadab and Abihu concern d in this Tranſgreſſion, 


which conſiſted in worſhipping God according to their 
own, not his Will, and both of them periſſd immediate- 
ly. In God's Worſhip, [ſay the Aſſembly of Divines on the 
Place] God's Commandment, not Man's Wit or Will, mut be 
our Rule. | | 
Numb. xi. 1. And when the People complain d, it diſpleasd 
the LORD: And the LORD heard it, and his Anger 
was kindled, and the Fire of the LORD burnt amongſ} them, 
and conſumd them that were in the uttermofF Part of the 
Camp. | 
2. And the People cry d unto Moſes : And when Moſes 
pray'd unto the LORD, the Fire was quench'd. : 
Of what they complain'd, [ſay the Aſſembly of Di. 
* vines on this Place] whether of the Barrenneſs of the 
* Wilderneſs, of the Weariſomneſs of the Way, by jour- 
* neying three Days together, with their little Ones, or 
of want of Fleſh, is not very clear; but that their com- 
plaining was wicked, is plain by their Puniſhment, 
" Winch was an hot Vengeance from the Lord, for break- 
11g 
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„ing. of his Law ; which being publiſh'd by Fire, the 
* Tranſgreſſion of it was puniſh'd by Fire. 

And, in Truth, their Puniſhment ſeems to have been 
very ſevere; notwithſtanding which, they preſently re- 
turn d to complaining again. | 

4. And the mix'd Multitude, that was among them, fell a 
luſting ; and the Children of Iſrael alſo wept again, and ſaid, 
Who ſhall give us Fleſh to eat? | 


Þ 


5. We remember the Fiſh which we did eat in Egypt free; 


the Cucumers, and the Melons, and the Leeks, and the Onions, 
and the Garlick. | | 


6. But now our Soul is dry d anay, there is nothing at all 


beſides this Manna before our Eyes. 


And of this Manna they had Plenty, could they have 
been, in their Journeyings, contented therewith. But 


(alas!) what could Manna avail, when their Hearts were 
{et upon Fleſh ? 5 . 

10. Then Moſes heard the People weep throughout the ir 
Families, every Man in the Door of his Tent, and the Anger 


of the LORD was kindled greatly; Moſes alſo was diſ- 


pleac d. 


Now this People was ſo very unruly, bead-ſtrong; 


diſcontented, and troubleſome, that even Moſes, the 


meekeſt of Men, wiſh'd rather to die, than to be conti- 
nu d ſole Governor of them. = To. 1 

II. And Moles ſaid unto the Lord, Wherefore haſh thou af- 
flicted thy Servant? And wherefore have I not found Favour 
in a Sight, that thou lay t the Burden of all this People upon 
me? 

13. Whence ſhould I have Fleſh to give unto all this 
People ? For they weep unto me, ſaying, Give us Fleſh that we 


may eat. 


14. I am not able to bear all this People alone, becauſe it is 
200 heavy for me. 3 6 0 
15. And if thou deal thus with me, Rill me, J pray thee, 
out of Hand, if 1 have found Favor in thy Sight, and let me 
not ſee my Wretchedneſs. 5 = 
Upon this Complaint of Moſes, the Lord aſſign d ſub- 
ordinate Governors to bear Part of his Burden. 


16. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Gather unto me ge- 


nty Aden of the Elders of Iſrael, and Officers over them: 
venty Ae of e Elders of G8 2 * 
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"And bring them unto the Tabernacle 'of the Congregation, that 
they may ſtand ti ere with thee. 4 85 yr 
17. And I will come down and talk with thee there, and I 
will take of the Spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon 
them, and they ſhall bear the Burden of the People with thee, 
that thou bear it not thy ſelf alone. 


And this Appoiitment of the ſeventy Elders to aſſiſt Mo- 


ſes 1n the Government of this People, was the Origin of 
that ſup eme Court of Fudicature amongſt the Jens, call'd 
the Sankedrim, and the Snedrion, which conſiſted of the 

High Pr ieſt, and ſeventy Seniors, who were to conſult a- 
bout the greateſt Matters of their Common- wealth, both 

Ecclefraftical and Civil. But this by the by. £ 

18. And ſay thou unto the People, Santlify your ſelves ag aint 

to Morrow, and ye ſhall eat Fleſh : ( For ye have wept in the 
Ears of the Lord, ſaying, Who ſhall give us Fleſh to eat? For 
it was well with us in Egypt.) Tae the LORD will give 
% oo Cen 
But this Fleſh God ſent them in his Anger; becauſe 
they did not put a due Value on their great Deliverance 
from the Bondage of Egypt, and on the Manna that God 
plentifully ſupply'd them with in the Wilderneſs. 

" 19. Ye ſhall not eat one Day, nor two Days, nor five Days, 
neither ten Days, nor twenty Days: 3 | 

20. But even a whole Month, until it come out at your No- 
firils, and it be loathſome unto you, becauſe ye have deſpisd 
_ the LORD [that is, ſay the Aſſembly of Divines, by Con- 
tempt of the Manna, which, in a miraculous Manner, he 
beltow'd on you] which is among yon, and have wept before 
bim, ſaying, Why came we forth out of Egypt * 

31. And there went forth a Wind from the LORD, 
and brought Quails from the Sea, and let them fall by the 
Camp, as it were a Day's fone on this Side, and as it were 
a Day's Fourney on the other Side round about the Camp, and 
# it were two Cubits high upon the Face of the Earth. 

32. And the People food all that Day, and all that Night, 
and all the next Day, and they gather d the Quails : But he 
that gat her d leaſt, gather'd ten Omers: And they ſpread them 
all Abroad for themſelves round about the Camp, ; 

» 33. And while the FLESH was yet between their Teeth, 
ere it was chem d, the WRATH of the LORD vas kindled 


| againſ; 


(237) 
againſt the People, and the LORD ſmote the People with 4 
very great Plague. . Vn 

34. And he calld the Name of that Place, Ki broth-Hat- 
taavah, becauſe there they bury d the People that luſted. 

35. Aud the People journey d from Kibroth-Hattaavah, 
unto Hazeroth, and abode at Hazeroth. 

Chap. xi. 16. And afterwards the People remov'd from 
Hazeroth, and pitch'd in the Wilderneſs of Paran. 

Thus the LORD, with a mighty Arm, brought the 


Iſraelites out of Egypt; in a wonderful Manner fuſtain'd 


them in their Journeyings thro the Wilderneſs ; and, af- 
ter their being enter d into Covenant with him, divers 
Times in a very terrible Manner chaſtis d their Murmur- 
ings and Diſobedience ; even until he had now brought 
them to the very Borders of the promis'd Land, the Land 
of Canaan, | | 


Chap. xiii, 1. And [therefore] the LORD [now] 


ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 


2. Send thou Men, that they may ſearch the Land of Ca- 
naan, which ] give unto the Children of Iſrael: Of every 
Tribe of their Fathers ſhall ye ſend a Man, every one 4 Ru- 
ler among them. 3 | 
And in the fourteen ſubſequent Verſes, we have the 
Names of all the Perſons that were {ent according to the 


Commandment of the Lord. 


17. And Moſes ſent them to ſpy out the Land of Canaan, 
and ſaid unto thim, Get you up this Way Southward, and go 
up into the Mountain; | 
18. And ſee the Land what it is, and the People that dwell 
therein, whether they be ſtrong or weak, few or many, &c. 

28. And they return d from ſearching of the Land after 
forty Days. e 

26. And they went and came to Moſes, and to Aaron, and 
to all the Cong reg ation of the Children of Iſrael, unto the Mil- 
derneſs of Paran, to Kadiſh, and brought back Word unto 
them, and unto all the Cingregation, and ſhew'd them the Fruit 
of the Land, | 3 5 

27. And they told him, and ſaid, We came unto the Land 


whether thou ſenteſt us, and ſurely it floweth with ilk and 


Honey; and this [ſhewing them a large Bunch of Grapes 
brought between two of them] is the Fruit of it. 
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(238) 
28. Nevertheleſs, the People be ſtrong that dwell in the 1 
Land, and the Cities be wall'd, and very great: And mores 8% 
over, we ſaw the Children of Anak [who were Giants] 1 
there. | | ES | 
29. The Amalekites dwell in the Land of the South: And G 
the Hittites, and the Jebuſites, and the Amorites, dwell in La! 
the Mountains: And the Canaanites dwell by the Sea, and by 7208 
the Coaſt of Jordan. : | . 
This is tlie Account that Caleb, and, as is very proba- c 
ble, Joſhua gave of the Country: And even from this of t: 
Account, as appcars from the next Verſe, the People be- thor 
gan to be ſeiz d with Fear, and thereupon to murmur. 8 
30. And Caleb fe ill d the People before Moſes, and ſaid,  '9* 
Let us go up at once, and poſſeſs it, for we are able to over- Ho 
come it. 
Thus Caleb, and, as is probably conjecturd from di- ?* 7 
vers Verſes of the next Chapter, Fob was of Opinion, Dej 
that the Iſraelites, who when they were number d, Fea 
(Numb. i. 45 and 46.) were above fix kundred thouſand z 
Men, able to go forth to War, needed not fear to conquer |} Ser 
and poſſeſs the Land, altho' its Inhabitants were very „1 
ſtrong, and their Cities wall'd, and very great. But the this 
other Spies were of a different Opinion, and gave ſuch a beli 
Character of the Land, and the Dwellers therein, as quite ther 
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diſcomfited the Congregation of /ſ-ael. | . 

31. But the Men that went with him, ſaid; We be not able * 

to go up againſt the People, for they are ſtronger than we. and 

32. And they brought an evil Report of the Land which they the 

Had ſearch'd, unto the Children 75 Iſrael, ſaying, The Land tor 
thre nhich we have gone to ow it, is a Land that eateth up a 

the Inhabitants thereof, and all the People that we ſaw in it, the 

| are Men of a great Stature. Ws 


33. And there we ſaw the Giants, the Sons of Anak, which N| . © 
come of the Giants: And we were in our 1 * as Graſhoppers; Jayi 
and ſo we were in their Sight. With this Relation of ten of | % 
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5 the twelve Men that were ſent to ſearch the Land of Ca- Ci 
# naan, the 1ſraelites were diſmay d, terrify'd, and even per- | © 
| fectly aſtrighten d. Ty | * 
4 Chap. xiv. I. And all the Congregation lifted up their ; 
| q Voice, and cryd ; and the People wept * Wight; | _ 


2. And 


Cu 7 
2. And all the Children of Iſrael MURMUR'D a- 
gainſt Moſes, and againſt Aaron: And the whole Congrega- 
tion ſaid unto them, Winld God that we had dy d in the Land of 
Egypt, or would God we had dyd in this Wilderneſs. 

3. And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this 
Land, to fall by the Swird, that our Wives and our Children 


ſhould be a Prey? Were it net better for us to return into 


Egypt ? 2 = 

> 7. And Joſhua and Caleb ſpake unto all the Company 
of the Children of Iſracl, ſaying, The Land which we paſsd 
thorough, to ſearch it, is an exceeding good Land. 

8. If the LORD delight in us, then he ill bring us in- 
to this Land, and give it us, a Land flowing with Milk and 
Honey. 55 | 

9. Only rebel not ye againit the LORD, neither fear 


ye the People of the Land; for they are Bread for us: Their 


Defence is departed from them, and the LORD 3s with us 
Fear them not. 


10. But all the Congregation bade, Stone them with 


Stones: 


II. Aud the LORD ſaid unto Moſes, Hom long will 


this People provoke me? And how long will it be, ere they 
believe me, for all the Signs which 1 have ſhew'd amongſt 
them £? 25 . 

22. Becauſe all thoſe Men which have feen my Glory, and 
my Miracles which 1 did in Egypt, and in the Wilderneſs, 
and have tempted me now theſe EN Times, [that is, ſay 
the Aſſembly of Divines, many Times, a certain Number 
for an uncertain] and have not hearken'd to my Voice. 

23. Surely, they ſhall not ſee the Land which ] ſware unto 
their Fathers ; neither ſhall any of them that provok'd me, ſee 
it. | 


aying, How long ſhail J bear this evil Congregation, which 
. 4 = me? I have heard the 8 of the 
Children of Iſrael, which they mur mur againſt me. os 

28. Say unto them, As truly as I live, ſaith the LORD, 
as ye have ſpoken in mine Ears, ſo will I do to you: 


29. Your Carkaſſes ſha'l fall in this Wilderneſs, and all thas 


were number d of you, according to your whole Number, from 
twenty Tears old and upwards, which have mur mur d againſt me. 
| _ 300. Donbtleſs 


26. And the LORD ſpake unto Moſes, and unto Aaron, 
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O. Doubtleſs ye ſhall not come into the Land, concerning 
which 1 ſmare [Heb. lifted up my Hand] to make you rel 
therein, ſave Caleb the Son of Jephunneh, and Joſhua the 
Son of Nun. . 

31. But your little Ones, which ye ſaid ſhould be 4 Prey, 
them will I bring in, and they ſhall know the Land mhich ye 
have deſpis d. | 1 | | 

32. But as for you, your Carkaſſes, they ſhall fall in this 
Wilderneſs. _ | | 

33. And your Children ſhall wander in the Wilderneſs for- 
ty Years, and ſhall bear your W HOR EDOMS, until your 
Carkaſſes be waſted in the Wilderneſs. 

Thus I have tranſcrib'd, from the ſacred Hiſtory of the 
Iſraelitess Departure out of Egypt, and their Journeyings 
in the Wilderneſs, from the Red Sea towards the Land of 
Canaan, the Paſſages that relate the principal (if not all 
the) Sins that People are charg'd with having been guilty 
of, from the Jime they ſet forth out of Egypt, until it 
was declard unto them in the Wilderneſs of Paran, 
that, as a Puniſhment for their Iniquities, their Car- 


kaſles ſhould fall in that Wilderneſs, and that their Chil- 


dren ſhould wander therein forty Years, and bear their 


Mhoredoms. And throughout the whole Hiſtory, they are 


not once charg'd with /dolatry, excepting only in the Af- 
fair of the golden Calf, in which, as I've ſhewn, they de- 
ſign'd the Worthip of the true God under that Symbol : So 
their Sins, winch in Numb. xiv. 33. are ſtil'd, according 
to our lranflation, Mforedoms, and, according to the 
Septnagint | T1prz1ar } Fornication, muſt neceflarily be their 
Murmurings in the Wilderneſs, ſometimes for want of 
Water, at other Times for want of Fleſh; their ſetting up, 
and worſhipping the golden Calf, and principally their re- 
fuſing to go up into the Land of Canaan, and to make 
War with its gigantick Inhabitants, in order to their en- 
joying the Poſleſion thereof. In which Matters, they, 
indeed, diſcoverd, (ift,) That they had not that Re- 
gard they ought to have had to the declar d Will and 
Commandments of the Lord. (2dly,) That they did not 
put an intire Confidence in his Power and Goodneſs. 
(3dly,) That they had not a due Senſe of the Favours the 
Lord afforded them; and of the Recompence the Land 

IE o 


of 1 
for 
ties 
wh 
ver 
oft 
the 
of / 
ly, 
WET: 
hip 
witl 
go 
N 
oy 
Mea 
ml 
in tf 
For 
thro? 
them 
(Hild 
(Nu 
to. thi 
dren” 
unto 1 
29.) 
as ye 
Jour ( 
your I 
bring 
Howe 


the WW 


mole i 
J ni qui 
Iniqui 
or] N 
the J 
ter d 

they 1 
that 


for their Sufferings in the Wilderneſs, and their Difficul- 
ties in obtaining Poſſeſſion of it! * Notwithſtanding all 
which, they did not, on any of, theſe Occaſions, diſco- 
ver an Inelination towards worſhipping any of tlie Gods 
of the Heathens, either wholly, er in Conjunction with 
the true God, nor their being in any Doubt of the God 
of Iſrael's being tlie true and only God: And conſequent- 
ly, this Place of Scripture is a ſufficient Proof, that other. 
eins in the Church towards God, beſides. that of wor- 
hipping falſe Gods, whether wholly, or in ConjunRion 
with the true God, are in Scripture ſtiFd [[Fornica;ion, or] 
c nn non on eg nn 8] 3 : 
it be nid, That the Idolatry the 1ſraciites were 


\ 


Nor can 1 „ 4 
gulty of in worthipping the true God, by Ways and 
Means he would not be worſhipp'd, that 1s, under the 
Symbol. of tlie golden Calf, was the only Sin of theirs, that 
in the 33d of the xivth of Numbers is call d Whoredm : 
For it was (Numb. xiv. g.) their Rebellion againſt God, 
thro their! Fear of the People of Canaan, that brought . 


Jem under Sentence of falling in the Wiiderneſs, and their 


Children of 'wandering forty Years therein. They laid, 
(Numb. xiv. 3.) Wherefore hath the LOR D brought us un- 
to. this Land to-fall by the Sword, that our Wives and our Chil- 
dren'ſhould bei a Prey? (Ver, 11.) And the LORD ſaid : 
mo Moſes, Hum long will this People provoke me? (Ver. 28, 
29.) Say unto them, Ai truh as live, ſaith the LORD,: 
as ye have ſpoken in mine Ears, ſo ſhail it happen unto you; 

jour Carkaſſes ſhall fall in tiis Wilderneſs. (Ver. 31.) But * 
jour little Onts, which you ſaid ſhould be a Prey, them will ! 
bring in, and'they ſhall knog the Land which ye have deſpis'd. 
However, (ver. 33.) Tour Children ſhall ¶firitl wander in 


the Wilderneſs forty Tears, and bean your Whoredoms ; that is, 


molt certainly; this your laſt and greatelt II Horedom, or 

Iniquity, as well as your former and ſmaller Whoredows or. 
Iniquities.” And, indeed, under the Word [ Fernicarion;- 
or] Mhoredomt, in this.Verſe, 1 conceave all the grols Sins 
the Iſraelites had becn-guilty- of, from the Time God en- 
ter d into Covenant with them, (if not from the Time | 
they ſet forth out of Egypt) are included; For F find, 


that on the Occaſion of this their laſt Act of Rebellion 
5 | H h againſt 
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of Idolatry. And that theſe very Sins, or Whoredums of the 


Bed, may be guilty of towards her Hausband, is very evi- 


Place, thus ſpake, Bear your Whoredoms.] That is, the 


tereſs, but of a Wife, (tho (he's unworthy of the Name) 


8 n — r 


4 


againſt God, their having many Times before that tempted 
God ;. that is, ſay Expoſitors, diſtruſted bis Power and Good- 
neſs after ſufficient Demonſtrations given bf it, was (ver. 22.) rery 
call'd into Remembrance againſt them; as was alſo their ¶ allo 
not having hearken'd to his Voice; and both (ver. 23.) are I beſore 
urg'd as Reaſons why they ſhouldf not fee the Land of away 
Promiſe. And doubtleſs, there is no Diſtinction to be by gu 
made between the Sins that induc'd God to declare they * 2 
(ſhould not ſee that Land, and the Sins that their falling I des 
in the Wilderneſs, and their Childrens wandering forty may | 
Tears therein, was a Puniſhment of. oe Do 
And now, I humbly conceive, I have render d it ſuffi - In AR 
ciently plain, That the Iſraelites Sins, which are in Numb. Jin i- 
xiv. 33. ſtil'd Whoredows, [or Fornication] were not Sins Ifild: 
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Iſraelites, who were the then Church of God, were Sins. 
in them of a like Nature towards God, with the habitual 
Tranſgreſſiont of the Marriage-Codenant between Man and 
Wife, that a Woman, who does not defile her Marriage- 


dent: For their Sins were Murmurings againſt God, thro 
their being diſſatisfy d with his Diſpenſations towards 
them, a Diſregard of his Commandments, and rebelling a- 
gainſt God, even as many a Woman is guilty of mur- 
muring (without any juſt Cauſe) againſt her Husband, 
thro her being diſſatisfy d with his (even prudent and 
kind) Diſpenſations towards her, diſregarding, his Com- 
mandments, and rebelling againſt him, in conteſting his 
Authority over her. | | | 

The Aſſembly of Divines, in their Annotations on this 


* Puniſhment of your ſpiritual Unfaithfulneſs, Diſloyalry, 
and Diſobedience, contrary to the Duty of a Wife towards ard 

© her Husband.” The Aſſembly of Divines can't here mean . 
the Unfaithfalneſs, Diſloyalty, and Diſabedience of an Adul- 


who makes her oz, not her Husband's Will, her Guide. 
And if ſuch a Woman's Deportment towards her Husband 
does (as by the Opinion of the Aſſembly of Divines it does) 


many ; 
1 the 


in Scripture bear the Title of Whoredozm or Fornication, we 3 
certainly ought to believe that ſuch Whoredom is the ley v 
th 5 very he La 


vith 1 


wy C443) a 
very Fornication, on the Account of which our Saviour 
alow'd (as Moſes, by God's Commandment, had done 
before) that a Man, by a Bill of Divorcement, might put 
away his Wife, and marry another, without being there- 
by guilty of Adultery, or any Sin at all, | 

2dly, That other Sins in the Church towards God, be- 
ſides Sins of Idolatry, are in Scripture ſtil'd Fornicat ion, 
may be farther prov d from the Prophet Iſaiab, Iſaiab i. 21. 
How is the faithful City becom e ee 2 fn] an 
HARLOT? It was full of Fudgment, Righteouſneſs lodg d 
in it, but now Murderers. Here the City of Feruſalem is 

Ittild an Harlot or Whore, not on the Account of /dolatry, 
but of Injuſtice, Violence, and Oppreſſon; as is evident, 

ſt,) From what is ſaid of her in this very Verſe, which 
news, that in (then) former Days, it was a Place of 
judgment and Righteouſneſs ; but, at that Time, an Har- 

IPbour for Murderers. (2dly,) From the 23d Yerſe, where 

It is ſaid, Thy Princes are rebellicus, and Companions o 
Thieves : They judge not the Fatherleſs, ncither doth the Cauſe 

„the Widow come unto them. (3dly,) From the Prophet's 

' EExpoſtulation with her then Inhabitants, ver. 16 and 17. 

M14 1e, make you clean, put away the Evil of your Doings 

m before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do Evil, learn to de well, ſeek 

udoment, relieve the 2 judge the Fuberleſs, plead 
r the Widow. So that in Caſe there was an Intermixture 
f Idolatry in the Worſhip of the Inhabitants of Feraſalem, 
that Time, yet (he was certainly call'd by /ſaiah an 
arlo;, on the Account of her Sins againſt the fecond Ta- 
le, But, indeed the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th 
erſes, ſhew, that Feruſalem was, at that Time, to out- 
rard Appearance, very religious. Ver. 11. To what Pur- 
we is the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me, ſaith the 

ORD? Ce. — (Ver. 15.) When ye ſpread forth your 

Hands, I will hide mine Eyes from yon; yea, when ye make 

rany Prayers, I will not hear: [And the Reaſon is given 

n the next Words, viz. For] your Hands are full of Blood. 

t was even High-Church Days with them : But, as our 

wiour ſaid of the Scribes and Phariſees, ¶ Matth. xx111. 23.) 

hey were Hypocrites, and omitted the weightier Matters of 

be Law, Judgment, Mercy, &c. which are the Sacrifices 

mth which, Heb. xiii. 16. God 35 145 pleat d, and * 
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pe requird of them. And, in their Negle& of thoſe 
weightier aiters-of the Law, conſiſted their Harlum; or, 


which is the {ame Thing, their Fornication. 


* — . 


Thus, I preſume, it is evident, that even all Sins in 
the urch againſt God, are in Scripture ſtil d Whoredows, 
that is, Fornication. (Iſt,) Idolatry, of every Kind, is, ag. 


Vic ſhewn, fo. thercin ſtil d.  (24ly,) Other, even all o- 


ther Sins againſt the firſt Table, that is, Sins immediately) 
againſt God, are therein ſo call'd, as I have thewn from 


Numb. xiv. 33. And it may be farther remark'd, that 


the Sins which in that Verſe are ſtil'd Hhoredoms, arc, in 
the very next Verſe, ſtil'd Iniquities, as they are alto by the {| 


Proplict Ezekiel, Exel. iv. 6. So that Whoredoms, that is, 
Fornicatiens, and Iniguities, ſeem to be in Scripture ſynony- 
mous Terms, (3dly,) Sins againſt the ſecond Table, that 
18, Tranigreſſions of God's Commandments in our De- 
port ment towards each other, are in Scripture ſtil d Forni- 
cation, as J have ſhewn from Iſaiah i. 21. And ſeeing all 
habitual Tranſgreſſions of the Marriage-Covenant, that the 
Churcy is guilty of towards her Husband, the ye Ged, are 
in Scripture fir Whoredom, that is, Furnication, J cou- 


ceive it reaſonable to believe, that the habitual Tranſgreſ- 


frons of the /Marriaye-Covenant between Man and Wite, 
which the Woman, who is not an Adultereſs, may be 
guilty of towards her Husband, do, in Scripture, bear 
the tame metaphorical Names. For (Iſt,) Marriage be- 
tveein Man and Woman, is a Type of the Marriage be- 
tween Gad and the Church. (2dly) A like Obedience is 
requir'd (CEphe/. v. 23, and 24.) in the Wife towards ber 
Husband, as 15, due from the Church unto God; and 
that for the ſame Reaſon, viz. Fer (or becauſe) the Haſ- 
band is the Head of the Wife, even as Chriſt (who, Rom. ix. 
1 all, God bleſſed for ever) u the Head of the 
MT CT» | | 


* 


More clear. 


1. If our Trau ſareſſun- of the Laws of the ſecond Table 


be, as I concave I have effectually ſhewn they are, in 
Scripture fuUl'd Fornication, then the habitual Tranſgreſ- 
liens of the Marriage- Covenant between Man and Wife, 
malt neciſarily bear that Title; becauſe the Dpties of the 
ee Os TT M71” oiniboanl 

I es 


1 20 


But the Matter may, I believe, be render'd Rill a little 


-E 245 dy 


Husband towards his Wife, and of the Wife towards her 


Husband, are 'comprehended under the Duties of the ſe- 
cond Table, God hath as clearly and diſtinctly declard 
how the Hiisband ſhould behave himſelf towards his 
Wife, and the Wife towards her Husband, as he hath 
how Princes and: Magiſtrates ſhould comport themſelves 
towards their People, and their Pcople towards them. 
Every Tranſgreſſion of our Duty towards each other, in 
what Relation to each other ſoever we and, is in Rea- 
lity a Violation of God's Law, and a Sin againſt him, 
And there is a nearer Relation between a Husband and 


his Wife, than there is between a Prince and his Subjects; 


and if Tranſgreſſions of the relative Duties between Prin- 
ces and their People (as in the firſt of 1ſaiab)) be ſtil'd 
Fornication, much more may Tranſgreſſions of the relative 
Duties between Husband ahd Wife be ſotall'd. And if 
again Acts of Oppreſſion, Cc. in the Perſons aſlign'd to 
govern, be (as alſo in the firſt of J1ſaiah) ſtil d Fornica- 
tion, doubtleſs Acts of Rebellion, Cc. in the Perſons aſ- 
ſign d to be under Subjection, may be ſtil'd Fornication : 
For it can't be imagin d, that God has more Regard for 
Perſons whom he has render d ſubject to others, than he 
has for the Perſons to whom he has render d them ſub- 


ject. A due Performance of Duty, is certainly what he 


requires in both. And as he will puniſh Oppreſſion in 
the one, ſo he will Rebellion in the other. And Oppreſ- 
fon in a Prince, or an Husband, can't be thought to be 
a worſe Crime, and to deſerve an harſher Name, than 


Rebellion in a Subject or a Wife, | 
2. It is ſaid of the Church, Exel. xvi. 30. How weak 


i thine Heart, ſaith the Lord GOD, ſeeing thou doeſt all 


theſe Things, the Work of an imperious whoriſh Woman 2 Here 


I take imperious and whoriſh for Synonyma, that is, Words 
in this Place of the ſame Import and Signification, con- 
juncttvely us d the more effectually to ſet forth the head- 
ſtrong Tranſgreſſions the Church at that Time was guilty 


of. And of this Opinion the Aſſembly of Divenes ſeem al- 


ſo to be; their Words, in their Annotations on this Place, 


An imperious whoriſh Woman,] So That 15 to ſay, licen- 
© tious, unbridled, and uncorrigible, that taketh Liberty 
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Foynication ; and if, according to the Opinion 
ſembly of Divines, by the Expreſſion, an imperious _—_ 
Woman, is imply'd a licentious, unbridled, and uncorrigibl 

Moman, one who takes the Freedom, whatever the known 


Will of her Husband be, of doing what ſhe pleaſes; 


doubtleſs ſuch her Deportment towards her Husband may 


be ſtil'd Fornication, in the fame metaphorical Senſe, that 


ſhe herſelf is ſaid to be a whoriſh Woman ; and ſuch Fornj- 
cation in the Wife towards her Husband, I conceive it is 
that our Saviour meant, in Matth. v. 32. and Matth. xix. 


9. And if abſolute Divorces from ſuch whoriſh, that is, li- 
centious, unbridled, and incorrigible Wives, may not be had, 


it certainly ought to be a Petition in our Litany, From 
imperious, whoriſh Wives, good LORD deliver us. | 
3. It is ſaid, Judges xix. 1. And it came to paſs in thoſe 
Days, when there was no King in Iſrael, that there was a cer- 
rain Levite _ e on the Side of Mount Ephraim, who 
cook to him 4 Concubine out of Bethlehem-Judah, | 


2. And his Concubine playd the Whore againſt him, and 


went away from him unto her Father's Huuſe to Bethlehem- 
Judah, and was there four Months, [1n the Margin, A Year 


and four Months.) That the Woman, who is here call'd 


the Levite's Concubine, was actually his Wife, and not ſuch 


a Bed-Fellow as the Word Concubine is now us'd to ſig- 
nify, that is, an Harlot, is very plain from the Hiſtory of 


her: For in the 3d Verſe of this Chapter, he is call'd her 


Husband ; in the 26th and 27th Verſes, he is call'd her 
Lord, that 1s, her Hausband; in the 4th, 7th, and th 


Verſes, her Father is call'd his Father-in-law ; in the 5th 


Verſe, this Levite is call'd her Father's Son-in-law ; and 
in the Hebrew, according to our marginal Reading, ſhe is 
call'd his Woman, Concubine, or Wife. However, it is pro- 
bable (he was neither his only, nor principal Wife, but a 


ſecondary Wife ; who was not, 2955 Biſhop Patrick in his 


Comment on Gen, xvi. 3. to. be Miſtreſs of the Houſe, but on- 


H. to bear Children, for. the Increaſe of the Famil 


Now it being faid, this Leyite's Wife plays the Whore 


againſt him, ſome thereby apprehend ſhe bad admitted 
another Man's Embraces, and was guilty of Adultery ; 


to do what ſhe pleaſe,” To ſay a Woman is a whoriſh | 
Woman, is oy equivalent to ſaying ſhe 1s guilty'of 
5 of the Aſs 


E 


and 


© © 
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and thereupon fled from her Husband to her Father's 
Houſe, to ſecure herſelf from Puniſhment. But my Opi- 
nion is, That the latter Clauſe of this ſecond Verſe is but 
explicatory of the former; and if ſo, that Cine of hers, 
on the Account of which ſhe is {aid to have play d the 


More again her Husband, was her wilful Deſertion of 


him, and going without his Conſent and Approbation, 
to be for ſo long a Time at her Father's Houſe. And, in 


this Opinion, I am far from being alone. Mr. Milton, in 


bis Treatiſe, intitul'd, The Doctrine and Diſcipline of Di- 
vorce, ſays, (p. 68.) © Grotins ſhews, that Fornication is 
taken in Scripture for ſuch a continual head-/frong Beha- 


« wviour, [i. e. in the Wife] as tends to plain Contempt of 


6 the Husband; and proves it out of Judges xix. 2. where 
© the Levite's Wife is ſaid to have play'd the Whore again t 
© bim ; which Joſephus, and the Septuag int, with the 
© Chaldean, interpret only of Stubbornneſs and Rebellion a- 
0 _=_ her Husbaud. And to this I (ſays Milton.) add, 
© That Kimchi, and the two other Rabbies who gloſs the 
* Text, are in the ſame Opinion. Ben. Gerſom reaſons, 
* that had it been Whoredom, a Few and a Levite would 
* have diſdain'd to fetch her again. And this 1 (lays 
© Milton) ſhall contribute, that, had it been Whoredow, 
£ (he would have choſen any other Place to run to, rather 
than to her Father's Houſe, it being ſo infamous for an 
« Hebrew Woman to play the Harlot, and fo approbious 
© to her Parents. Fornicatian then, in this Place of the 
Fudges, is underſtood for ſfubbogn Diſobedience againſt the 
« Husband, and not for Adultery. Thus Mr. Milion, ma- 
ny (if any) better Authors than whom the laſt Age did 
not produce. And Grotius, Foſephus, &c. whom he has 
here cited, Were very eminent Men, whoſe Opinions are 
well worthy of Regard, This Place of Scripture there- 
fore, ſuppoling theſe Authors, and my own Notion of 
it, be right, is of it ſelf ſufficient to prove, That Hubborn 
Diſobedience in a Wife towards her Husband, is in Seripture 
Ril'd Fornication. However, be we, or be we not right 
in this Matter, I have, as I conceive, effectually prov'd, 
from other Texts of Scripture, That the Tranigreſſions of 
each Table, that is, Sins againſt God, and againſt our 
Neighbour, do in Scripture bear the Title of Fornication ; 
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whence ĩt is very evident, that the Word [[Topria] Vorni- 
tion, when it relates, as in Aatth. v. 32. and in Matth. 
xix. 9. it does, to Perſons under a Marriage- Covenant, 


may be explain d, in a ſcriptural S ſe, otherwiſe than 


by preſuming it put for [ka:xeia]. Alultery; namely, that 


it is there put, in al metaphorical Senſe, to import and 


fignify ſuch habitual Tranſgreſſions of the Marriage Co- 
venant between Man and Wife, as conſiſt in the Hubborn 
Diſobedience of the Wife towards her Husband; like as 
in many other Texts of Scripture, it is metaphorically us d 
to import and ſignify ſuch. habitual Tranſgreſſions of the 
Marriage- Covenant between God and the Church, as 
conſiſt in her /?ubborn, Di ſobedience towards him, and in- 
her Negligence of his Commandments. 
And as I have prov d, that every Kind of. Sin in tlie 
Church towards God, (amongſt which every Tranſgreſ- 


ſion of the Marriage-Coyenant between Man and Wife 


mult have a Place) is in Scripture ſtil'd Fornication ; ſo it 
is too obvious to want a Proof, that every Kind of Sin is 
in Scripture metaphorically ſtil'd Uncleanneſs. The Word 
Fornication therefore, which our Saviour us d to ſignify the 
juſt Cauſe of Divorce, is of equal Import and Signiſirancy 
with the Words ſome Uncleanneſs, that Moſes us d on the 
ſame Occaſion. And neither of them can, I believe, be 
better explain d, than in the Words of Feſ#s the Son of 
Sirach, Eccleſ, xxv. 26. If ſhe. go not as thow wouldeſt haue 
her, cut her off from thy Fleſh, and give her a Bill of Divorce, 
and let her go. And ſecing, I have. twice cited this Verſe, - 
III now briefly gloſs the, Words of it. 
If (he go not as thou wouldeſt hade her, ] that is, if (he be ſtubborn- 
ly diſobegient, rebellious, and take Freedom of doing what 
ever ſhe herſelf pleaſes, even in Defiance of thy Authority. 
Cut her off from thy Fleſh.) A Woman, by Marriage, 
(Gen. ii. 23, 24.) becomes one Fleſh with her Husband 
and the who, by Means of (in a metaphorical Senſe) Da- 
cleanneſs and Fornication, (that is, properly. ſpeaking) Diſ-: 
obedience 'and Rebellion, makes her Husband zſbam d, is 
(Prov. x11. 4.) 4s Rottenneſs to his Bones. Now, altho? ' 
CEpheſ. v. 29.) no Man ever yet hated his gn Fleſh, but 
lodeth and cheriſheth it; yet when the | Bones of a Mans 
Leg or Arm become ſo affected with Rotenneſs, as —_— 
f | 8 admit 


2 i 13 8 


d ĩðò 
admit of any other Cure, he cuts ſuch a rotten Leg or 


Arm off from his (ſound) Fleſh, and caſts it from him; 


and who, unleſs a nad Man, can imagine himſelf more 
intirely one Fleſh with the Moman he thall have taken to 


himſelt in Marriase, than with the Legs and Am that 


from his very Formation in the Womb have been Part of 
himſelf ? As therefore a rotten Limb is to be cut off from 


a Man's Body, left being continu'd on, it's fart er Pu- 


trefaction ſhould put an End to his Life; ſo a ditobedi- 
ent and rebellious Woman, who maketh her Husband 
aſbam d, and, on that Account, is as Rottenneſs to his Bunes, 
ought to be cut off from his Fleſh, left. ſhe being conti- 
nud in Union therewith, her farther Diſobedience and 
Rebellions ſhould put an End to all the Comforts and 
Satisfactions of his Life, if not to his Lite it ſelf. 85 
And give her a Bill of Divorce.] The Aſſembly of Divines, in 
their Annetations on Iſaiah L. I. ſay, © Ihe Hebrew Words 
tranſlated, Deut. xxiv. 1. A Bill of Divorcement, ſignity, 
A Book of Obſciſſ;on, or cutting off ; becauſe the Woman 
was thereby declar'd to be cut oft from her Husband, 
© unto whom ſhe had been formerly join d in Wedlock.” 
The Bill of Divorce therefore is the chirurgical Inſirument, 
with which this rotten Limb the Wife, who, by her Diſ- 
obedience and Rebellion, making her Hasband atham'd, 1s 
to be cut off from his Fleih, 
- And let her go.] That is, let her depart abſolutely from 
under your Care and Concern ; let her become as intire- 
ly her own Woman again, as ſhe was before you mar- 
ry d her; and let her beſtow herfelf where {he will, and 
about what ſhe pleaſes. And certainly that Woman, who 
is too proud and head- ſtrong to yield Obedience to her 
Husband, and be in Ssubjection to him, can't deſire any 
greater Favour, than to be reſtor' d to her original Free- 
dom. | DE. 
And now [I have (in my cwn Opinion, at leaſt) ſaif- 
ciently explain'd and vindicated the Practice of Divorce 
that Moſes, by God's Commandment, ailow'd of to the 
Jens; and, I think, 1 have too as cttectually ſhewn, that 
our Sæviour taught none other Doctrine concerning Di- 
vorcements, than Moſes had done. And this, methinks, 
ſeems very plain from the Words of our Saviour himſelf, 
: . 11 Mark 
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Hark x. 2, 3. Aud the Phariſees came to him, and as d him, 
I it lawful for a Man to put away his Wife ? tempting him. 
And he anſwer d, aud faid unto tem, What did Moles com- 
and you This I take to be referring them for au Anſwer 
to their Ozcfion unto what Aoſes had, in that Caſe 


commande; thereby intimating, that if they took go 


Herd to the Law of Moſes concerning Divorcements , 


they cculd not err in tle Matter. > 
Altho' J have already (p. 199.) vindicated the Precept 
of Moſes for Divorce, from bting, according to Mr. Trap, 
a Premiifſion that Miſes, as a Law-maker, not as a Prophet, 
as a Civil Aagi//rare, not as a Man of God, indulg d the 
Fer with, winch mult imply its being, as Diodati in his 
Annotations on Mal. ti. 16, blaiphemoully ſays of it, 4 
politic Coveriare of Iniquity; yet I'll here a little animad- 
vert on the Pretence of its being, according to the Opi- 
mon of tome late and eminent Commentators, only a di- 
vine Permiſſion, but not a Commandment, a Law, or Precept. 
To this Purpoſe, the reverend Mr. Henry, in his Commen- 
tary on the five Books of Moſes, having recited what Mo- 
fes hath left oh Record concerning Divorcements, Deut. 
XXIV. I, 2, 3, 4. fays, © This is the Permiſſion which the 
* Phariſees erromoully referr d to 4 to 4 Precept, Matth. 
© X18. 7 Molcs commanded to give a Mriting of Divorce- 
ment; it was not ſo, [tays Mr. Henry] our Saviour told 


them, be [that is, Moſes] only jufter'd it, ©'s. Now, 


that Moſes did command that a Man ſhould give a Wri- 
ting of Divorcement to a Wife who found no Favor in his 
Eyes, becauſe he had found ſome Uncleanneſs in her, ſeems 
to me very plain from the Words of Moſes, Deut. xxiv. I. 
conpard with AZark x. 2, 3. For the Words of Moſes 
are expreſs'd imperatively ; and the Phariſees having ask d 


our Savionr, I. it lamful for a Man to put away his Wife £ 


his aniwering, and ſaying unto them, What did Moſes 
conmung you £ mult certainly imply, that Moſes had left 
them lome Commandment on Record in Relation to that 
Matter: which could be none other than what is con- 


tain d in the four firſt Verſes of the . xxivth Chapter of 
Dez#teronoimy. And I think our Saviour's interrogative An- 


freer to the Phariſees, Mark x. 3. ought to be deem'd equi- 
valent to his having ſaid unto them, 1 1 not lamſul for 4 
A a o "ad 


Sees 


h 


C231) 


Man to put away bis Wife, according to your Tradition, for 


every Cauſe ; but you ought to be guided in that Matter by 


what Moles hath commanded you. And, in my Opinion, 


that which confounds Commentators in this Matter. is, 


that they do not rightly diſtinguiſh between thoſe Ex- 
preſſions of our Savinyr that really relate to the Law of 


- Moſes it ſelf, and thoſe which relate to the Scribes and 


Phariſees erronious Gleſs thereon. Poles certainly com- 
manded that a Man ſhould put away his Hife, whole Un- 
cleanneſs caus'd him to hate her; but he mult be ſaid to 
have ſuffer d (and that unwillingly) the Scribe and Pha- 


riſees putting away their Wives, under Pretext of bis 


Law, for every Cauſe, So that, I conceive, Mr. Henry is 
in an Error in this Point, and not the Phariſees. Azofes 
did command the giving 4 Writing of Divorcement ; but 
not according to their Gloſs on his Law, for every Caſe. 
And it Mr. Henry will have it, that it was an Error in 
the Phariſees to have referrd to What is contaimd con- 
cerning Divorcement, in the four firſt Verſes of the xxivth 
Chapter of Deuteronomy, as to a Precept, J conccive he'll 
find it no very eaſy Task to make it appear, that our Sa- 
diour was not in an Error in calling it, ark x. 5. a Pre- 
cept. But Mr. Henry had, I believe, his Eye ſo fix'd on 
St. Matthew, as that he thought nothing, at that Time, 


of St. Mark. However, altho' Mr. Henry has reduc d the 


Precept of Maſes for Divorce to a Permiſſion , yet he owns 
it was a divine Permiſſion, and that Divorces made in Pur- 


ſuance of it, diſſolv d the Bond of Marriage as eff ettyally as 
Death. Dr. Whitby too, in his Aznotations on Matth. xix. 


7,.8. ſays, Here it is to be noted, that A comman- 
* ded no Man to put away his Wife, but only <7+72:-by 
he permitted in ſome Caſes the doing of it; but then he act- 


ing in this as God's Miniſter, it mult be a divine Per- 


* miſſion. Now, ſhould I admit that the Words of St. 
Matthew do ſtrongly imply, that what Moſes has left on 


Record concerning Divorcements, amounts to no more than 


a Permiſſion, certainly the Implication of the Words of 
St. Matthew muſt not be allow d of in Contradiction of the 
expreſs Words of St. Mart. But the Words of St. Mat- 
them, which Dr. Whitby and Mr. Henry have cited as a 
Proof that what Moſes left on Record concerning Divor- 
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cet, was a Permiſſion, and not a Commandment, are the 
Words of our Saviour Anſwer, Matth. xix. 8, to the Pha- 
riſes, Who had, in the Words of the preceding TI 


interrogatively fobb'd their own Traditicn on him, inſte 


of the Precept of Moſes, for Divorce. To the Pharifees Tra. 
dition therefore, or to their Abuſe of the Precept of Moſes 
for Divorce, thoſe Words of our Saviour mult be deem d 
to relate, rather than to the Precept of Moſes it ſelf, or the 
lawful Ule thercof. (See more p. 183, Cc.) However, 
between a divine Permiſſion, and a divine Commandment, 
there ſeems, in this Caſe, to be none other Difference than 
this; namely, a Permiſſion could only authorize a Man, 
in Caſe he pleas'd, to put away a Wife, who found no 
Favour in Ins Eyes, by Reaſon of ſome Uncleanneſs he had 
found in ber; but a Commandment to put her away, muſt 
ncceflarily render it unlawful for him to retain her. 


am next to conſider Divorces, as they are now foolifh-' 


ly diftinewih'd in this Part of the World into two Sorts, 
viz, Divoriti a viiculo Matrimonii, Divorces from the Bond 
of Marriage: and Divortii d thero & menſa, Divorces from 
Bed and Board, It is not, I conceive, neceſſary, that I 
{honli entertain you with a Relation of the different Cau- 
ſes in which the dae, and in which the other of thete pre- 


tendedly diſtinét Divorces are uſually pronouncd, be- 


cauſe they actually arc, as you'll fee, one and the ſame 
Thing. They differ in Name, but ot in Nature. You 


may as eafily diſcover a real Difference between Paſs and a 


Cat, as between a /ivorce from the Bond of Marriage, and 
a Divorce from Bed and Beard. The latter does as eftectu- 
ally diſſolve the atrimonial Bond, as the former. The two 


Names amuſe the People, but make no Difference in the 


Thing. Lis as if I ſhould make a Diſtinction between a 
Man's departing iſis Life, and his dying- Marriage is a 


Civil Contract, whereby a Man and a Woman ſolemnly en- 


gage to perform towards each other the Duties that God 


requires in the Aan towards his Wife, and in the Moman 


towards her Hausband. And the Obligation the Man and 
the Meman, in the Action of Marriage, mutually lay 
themſelves under of performing towards each other, the 
Dazics of Husband and IViſe, is the Bond of Marriage. 
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That judicial Sentence therefore, however it be worded, 
and by whatever Name it be call'd, which abſolves a Man 
and a Woman; join'd in Marriage, from performing the 
Duties of Marriage towards each other, mult neceſſarily 
looſe them compleatly from the Bond of Marriage. Now, 
a Divorce from Bed and Board actually diſcharges the Per- 
ſons ſo divorced from the Obligation of performing, from 
thence forwards, the Duties of Marriage towards each o- 
ther, and conſequently it mult diſſolve the matrimonial 
Bond it felf, Marriage, and an Obligation to perfor the 
Duties of Marriage, are inſeparable. St. Paul faith; 1 Cor. 
vii. 4» The Wife hath not Power of her own Body, but the Huſ- 
band: And likewiſe alſo the Husband hath not Power of his onn 
Body, but the Wife. After a Divorce from Bed and Board, 
the Cale 1s not ſo; and conſequently they are no longer 
Husband and Wife, However, the more intirely to con- 
vince you, that I do not miſrepreſent this Matter, I'll 
enquire into the Origin of this pretended Diviſion of Di- 
vorces1nto ſuch as do, and ſuch as (ſome pretend) do not 


diſſolve the Bond of Marriage. During Man's State of 


Innocency, God inſtituted Marriage, that Man might have 
an Help-meet for him. Human Nature being deprav'd, by 
the Fall of our firſt Parents, ſome Women thereupon, thro* 
their Unc/eanneſs, turn'd their Hu5band's Love into Hatred, 
whereby they became very unfit to cohabit with each o- 
her as Husband and Wife. As a Remedy for this Inconveni- 
ency, Moſes, at God's Commandment, promulgated a 
Law for Divorce, ſaying, Deut. xxiv. 1. When a Man kath 
taken a Wife, and marryd her, and it come to paſs that ſhe 


find no Favour in his Eyes, becauſe he hath found ſome Unclean- 


neſs in her , then let him write her a Bill of Divorcement, 
give it in her Hand, and ſend ker out of his Honſe, Mr. 
Henry, becauſe Divorces are occaſionally mention d in Le- 
viticus, is of Opinion, that they were in Uſe, as a C4- 
ftom, before Moſes promulgated a Law concerning them: 
I readily own my ſelf of Mr. Henry's Opinion; and for, 
I think, a ſtronger Reaſon than their being occaſionally 
mention d in Leviticus ; namely, becauſe the Law of Ao- 
ſes for Divorcemenis in a moral Law, which the bare Light 
of Nature might very aptly prompt the People, on proper 
Occaſions, to put in Execution. To this Purpoſe ow 
Ss on : h | lalth, 


* 


„ 
faith, Rom. 11. 14, 15. When, the Gentiles, which hade not 
Lam, do by Nature the Things contain d in the Law, theſe ha. 

ving not the Law, are a Law unto themſelves; which ſhew the 
Work of the Law written in their Hearts. St. Chryſoftom, in 
his Comment on theſe Words, ſaith, © By theſe Things he 
the Apo/Hle] ſhews, that God made Man ſufficient of 
© himſelt to chuſe Vertue, and avoid Vice. And if Di- 


worees were in Uſe, as a Cuſtom, before the Law was gi- 


ben.by Moſes, Mr. Henry muſt own, that that Cuſtom Was 
a jJ& and equitable (m, ſpringing from the Law of 
Nature written in their Hearts ;' becauſe otherwiſe it infal- 
libly would never have been confirm'd by a Precept pro- 
mulgated at the Commandment of God himſelf. And 
that the Divorces which were made by Virtue of, and con- 
formable to the Law of God, promulgated by Moſes, in- 
tirely diflolv'd the matrimonial Bond, the very Words of 
that Law ſhew, Deut. xxiv. 2. And nhen ſhe is departed ont 
of his Houſe, ſhe may go and be another Man's Wife : Which, 
had the Bond of Marriage between her and her firſt Hy- 
band continu'd after the Divorce, ſhe muſt not have done, 
unleſs, you'll ſay, God himſelf tolerated her (which can't 
be thought) to be a Whore, | 4 55 
Now, the Divorces which were made in Purſuance of 
the Lam of Moſes for Divorce, are not in any Part of the 
Old Teſtament complain d of, excepting only in the ſe- 
cond Chapter of the Prophet Malachi, where that Prophet 


reprehended not the putting that Precept in due Executi- ; 


on, according to the true /atent and Meaning thereof, but 
the il Uſe that ſome wicked Men made of it, in putting 
away, thro' Treachery, Wives in whom they found no Un- 
cleanneſs : For all that is given them in Charge by the 
Prophet Malachi, concerning Divorcements, is (ver. 16.) 
Tale Heed to your Spirits, that ye deal not treac herouſiy. It 
is therefore, I conceive, very apparent, that the Diſtindti- 
an of Divorces into two Sorts, is not an Old Teſtament 
Doctrine. Come we therefore to the Ven Teſtament. 

As it is plain, that in the Days of Malachi, who pro- 
pheſy d about 400 Years before Chrift's Incarnation, ſome 
us d the Law of Moſes for Divorce unlawfully ; ſo it is 
evident, that the Scribes and Phariſees afterwards more 
rolly abus d it, and under Pretext thereof, put e 

| Ves 


the 


tradiction from what 


* 


en | 
Wives for every Cauſe. Maimonides, a Jewiſh Rably, in 
his Comment on the Law of Moſes for Divorce, ſays, as I 
find him queted by Mr. Ain ſnorth, that it is not lawful 


by that Law, for a Man to marry a Woman with an I- 


rention of divorcing her. And Maimonides s Opinion, is 


certainly right; ſuch a Practice mult needs be a very groſs | 


Abuſe of that Law. And Maimonides's afſerting the 


Unlawfulneſs of it, firongly implies that ſome Men in 


his Days were roy of it. And the ſame Thing ſeems 
evident from what I before cited (p. 188.) from Dr. Whit- 
by, namely, that the Feniſh Doctors would proclaim in a- 
ny Place where 'they came, Who will be my Wife for this 
Day, or whilſt I fiay here? Now, if they took Wives for 
a limited Time, it muſt be with an Intention, at the Ex- 


piration of that Time, to put them away, by giving them 


Bills of Divorce. Our Saviour, to redreſs this, and all their 


other Abuſes of that Law, told them poſitively, Marth. 


xix. 9. Whoſoever ſhall put away his Wife, except it be for 
FORNICATION, and ſhall marry another, committeth A 


dultery ; and whoſo marrieth her which is put away, doth com= 


mit Adultery, That our Saviour, in this Place, usd the 
Word Fornication in the very ſame metaphorical Senſe that 
Moſes, in his Precept for Divorcements, us d the Word Un- 
cleanneſs, is, | 2 conceive, manifeſt beyond all Con- 

| ve ſaid on that Subject. But how- 
ever that be, it muſt be allowed, that our Saviour Say- 


ing, Mhoſoe ver ſhall put away his Wife, except it be for For- 


nication, and ſhall marry another, committeth Aultery; and 


whoſo. marrieth her which is pat away, doth commit Adultery, 


ult neceſſarily imply, that he who doth put away his 

ife for Fornication, (in the Senſe our Saviour intended 
that Word ſhould be taken) and ſhall marry another, doth 
not commit Adultery; and that he who all marry her 
which is ſo put away for Fornication, doth not commit A- 
daltery : Whence it is abſolutely certain, that our Saviour 
bath allow'd of Divorces for ſome Canſe, which he call'd. 
Fornication, and hath admitted that Divorces made for 
that Cauſe of Fornication, do abſolutely diſſolve the matri- 
monial Bond ; becauſe, did the matrimonial Bond continue 
after a Wife is put away for Fornication, the Man who 
ſhall for Fornication put away his Wife, and marry another, 
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would be thereby as guilty of Adultery, as he who ſhall 
put away his Wife for any other Cauſe, beſides Fornication, 
can be; which, from our Saviour's Words, it is certain 


he is not. Our Saviour therefore and Moſes undeniably a- 
gree in this, that the Divorces the one and the other of them 
allowed of, were ſuch as intirely diſſolvd the matrimonial 
Bond, and, left the Perſons divorc'd at Liberty to marry 
again. Neither of. them have ſaid one Word of Divorces 
from Bed and Board, which did not diſſolve the Bond of 
Marriage. The Diſtinction therefore of Divorces into two 
' Sorts, does no more belong to the Doftrine of the New Te- 
ſtament, than of the Old. We muſt elſewhere ſearch for 
its Origin. But] conceive. it neceſſary, before I proceed 
any farther in that Enquiry, to ſay ſomewhat in Kefutati- 
on of a Notion that I take to be very erroneous - _ 
Many Proteſtant Divines (for I mind not what Popiſh 
- Writers ſay) have taught, that Adaltery is the only Thing 


which can diſſolve the Bond of Marriage; and they have 


all, I believe, founded ſuch their Opinion on a Preſumpti- 
62 that our Saviour, in Matth. v. 32. and Matth. xix. 9. 
by the Word Fornication, intended Adultery. I deſire the 
Gentlemen who fall in with this Doctrine, to conſider, 

1. That the Divorces allow'd of by Moſes, which they 
will own were not for Adultery, did diflolve the Bond of 
Marriage, And Marriage 1s not, that I know of, a more 


ſacred Thing under the Goſpel, than it was under the Law; 


what therefore could diffolve it then, may, for ought I 
can conceive, diſſolve it now. | of 


2. That St. Paul faith, 1 Gr. vii. 15. I the Unbelieving 
depart, let him depart. 4 Brother or 4 Siſter is not under | 1 


Bondage in ſuch Caſes ; but God hath calld us to Peace. It 
is generally allow'd by Commentators, that in Caſe a Man 
deſerts his Wife, or a Moman her Husband, and refuſe to be 
reconcil'd, and to recohabit with ſuch Wife or Hasband, 
ſuch deſerted Wife or Hasband is, by theſe Words of the 
Apoſtle, authoriz d to intermarry with ſome other Perſon. 
If that be, as doubtleſs it is, the intended Senſe of the 
Apoſtle's Words, then Deſertion, as well as Adaltery, muſt 
be allowed, under the Goſpe/, to diſſolve the Bond of Mar- 


riage. | 
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Had I not already ſufficiently prov d, that by Uncleans 
neſs in the Precept of Moſes for Divorce, Dent. xxiv. 1. 
and by Fornication in Matth. v. 32. and Matth. xix, g. 
an habitual 7. 8 of the Marriage- Covenant is in- 
tended, theſe \ 


Deſertion is only an habitual Tranſgreſſion of the Marriage- 
Covenant ; and indeed a more innocent habitual T; ranſgreſ- 


fon thereof, than many a Woman, who is not an Adal- 


rereſs, is guilty of. Ut it better, ſaith Solomon, Prov. xxi. 
9. to dwell in the Corner of an Houſe-Top, than with a branl- 
ing Woman in a wide Houſe. She therefore who is always 


trawling at, thwarting of, and contradicting her Hausband, 


for, in, and concerning what he does and ſays, and ta- 
ling on herſelf imperiouſly to direct him in his fairs, &c. 


is guilty of a more groſs habitual Tranſgreſſiun of her Mars 
riage-Covenant with her. Husband, than ſhe who deſerts him, 


becauſe ſhe's ſo far from being, according to her Duty, an 


Help-meet for him, that (he makes his Life much more un- 


eaſy than it would be, was ſhe entirely gone from him. 
And what muſt be ſaid of Women who impudently curſe 
and ſwear at their Husbands, call them ill Names to their 
Faces, hurl Stone-Mugs, Piſs-Pots, &c. at their Heads, and 
raiſe falſe and ſcandalous Stories of them behind their 


Backs ? Such Women (and ſuch you know there are) 


certainly more groſsly tranſgreſs their Marriage-Covenant, 


than they who only run away from their Hutbands. And 


if one Kind of habitual Tranſgreſſion of the Marriage - Cove- 
nant, which is not Adultery, can diſſolve the Bond of Mar- 


riage, why may not another? Eſpecially when that other 
is of a more groſs Kind, than that which is allow'd ſo 


to do ? And if there be any Kind of habitual Tranſgreſſion 
of the Marriage- Covenant, which is not Aultery, that can 
under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation diſſolve the Bend of Mar- 
riage, Why ſhould we not believe that our Saviour intended 
the Word Fornication, when he us'd it in Relation to Di- 
vorces, ſhould be taken in a metaphorical Senſe, to ſigni- 
fy an habitual Tranſgreſſion of the Marriage- Covenant ? 
And indeed it may truly be ſaid, that every habitual 
Tran ſgreſſion of the Marriage-Covenant,is a matrimonial De- 


rtion. For whoever wittingly, wilfully, and habitually 
fertion. For HOC! TY , — 


— 41 
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i ords of St. Paul, 1 Cor. vii. 15. might, 1 
conceive, be adduc'd as an additional Proof thereof: For 
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tranſgreſſes the Marriage-Covenant, does effectually deſert 
the Duties incumbent on him or her by Virtue of that C- 
denant, and conſequently may truly be ſaid, guatenis Huſ- 
band or Wife, to have deſerted his or her Wife or Husband; 
And Deſertion of Duty, is at leaſt equivalent to a Deſer- 
tion of Habitation. Now, when any one's habitual Tranſ. 
greſſion of the Marriage-Cvenant conſiſts in a voluntary 
running away, there can be no need of a Bill of Divorce to 
ſend away the Perſon already gone; it is then ſufficient, 
according to St. Pauls Permiſſion, to proceed to a ſecond 
Marriage. But when any one reftiſes to conform to the 
Tenor of the Marriage-Covenant, and yet continues a C- 
habitation, Equity requires the injur d Perſon ſhould have 
Recourſe to the Bill of Divorcement. „ 
St. Paul faith, 1 Tim. 11. 12. 1 ſuffer not a Woman to uſurp 
Authority over the Man. But all the St. Pauls in Chriſten- 
dom can t prevent the Betty Pritchards of the World from 
ſo doing, by any other Means than by turning them out 
of Doors; which is in Fact divorcing them, whether 
Bills of Divorcement be given them or not. St. Paul far- 
ther ſaith, 1 Cor. vii. 15. God hath call'd us to Peace, that is, 
in Marriage; for of that only he there ſpeaks. But what 
Peace can there poſſibly be in that Family, where the 
Maſter of the Fanuly's Wife ſhall comport herſelf as 
Betty Pritchard did in Sir do William's Family formerly, 
and ſince in mine? Sir ohn diſreputably ſubmitted to 
her in every Thing ; and ſhe thereupon ſcandalouſly ins 
ſulted him, and all that belong'd to him. I, at firſt, was 
(in my own Conceit at leaſt) very ſubmiſſive and obli- 
ging to her; but when I ſaw ſuch my Condeſcenſion 
groſsly abus d, I took another Method, and treated her, in 
ſome Meaſure, as I (till think ſuch a Woman onght to be 
treated; but all to little Purpoſe ; Betty Pritchard wou d 
be Betty Pritchard ſtill. And, as I doubt not you well 


remember, ſhe told you and your former Wife, /be never 


did, and never would ſubmit to any May's Humour: Muſt 
not the Doctrine of Divorcements, in ſuch Caſes, be put in 
Practice? If Cod hath, as St. Paul witneſſeth of him, call'd 
18 to Peace in Marriage, muſt he not neceſſarily have au- 
thoriz'd the Maſter of every Family to preſerve that Peace? 
And can he by any other Means accompliſh that End, 


than 
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than by diſmiſſing from his Family the Peace: diſturbing 
Woman, who, by acting contrary to her Duty towards 
her Husband, as juſty merits to be call'd a Devil, as Ju- 
das did, John vi. 79. for gy. contrary to his Duty as 
Chriſt's Diſciple 2 Have I net, ſaid our Saviour, choſen yon 
twelve, that is, to be my Diſciples, and one of you 275 a De- 
vil? And may not many a Man, in the like metaphori- 
cal Senſe, ſay to the Woman he has marry'd, Have I not 
choſen you, that is, to be my Wife, and you prove a Devil? 
And can ſuch a Man preſerve the Peace of his Family, 
without turning that Devil of a Wife out of it? Certainly 
no. I thercfore conceive we ought either 10 quit our 
Pretentions to Senſe and Reaſon, or to admit that St. Paul 
approv'd of Chriſtians uſing the Liberty that Moſes, at 
God's Commandment, authoriz d the Jens in, of putting 
away rebellious Wives by Bills of Divorcement. LY 
3. Marriage is a mutual Contract made up of divers Parts 
or Articles. She who promiſes in Marriage, that, forſa- 
king all other Men, ſhe will keep herſelf #holly unto her Huſf- - 
band, promiſes in Marriage alſo, that (ſhe will love, Ho- 
nour, and obey her Husband, Now, in Caſe a Wife does 
forfake all other Men, and keep herſelf wholly unto her 
Husband, but does withal ſo comport herſelf in her 
Words and Actions, as to diſcover to all who are con- 
verſant with her, that ſhe neither loves him, reverences 
him, nor, on proper Occaſions, ſubjects herſelf tay his 
Authority, ſhe as effectually tranſgreſſes her Marriage- 
Covenant, as if ſhe committed 4ds/tery ; and, by that 
Tranſgreſſon, abſolutely diſſolves the Bond of Marriage. 
To this | „ is 10, 11. Whoſrer 
ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, he 15 


puilty of all: For he that ſaid, Do not commit Adultery, ſaid 


alſo, Do not kill, Now, if thou commit no Adaltery, yet if 
thou kill, thou art guilty of a Tranſgreſſion of the Law. And 
in Relation to every mutual Contract, he or ſhe who wit- 
tingly, wilfully, and habitually breaks any one Article 
thereof, abſolutely diffolves the whole Contract, and looſes 
the other Party from all farther Obſervance of any Part 
thereof. I'll afford you a notable Inſtance or two: (ift,) 
Our King Fames the Second having, in ſome Particulars, 
violated his Coronation-Oath, the 4 * People of England 
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in general deem'd themſelves thereby acquitted from their 
Oath of Allegiance to him; and thereupon brought about 
the Revolution, and plac d King William on the Throne, 
If it ſhould be ſaid, This was done by Whigs and Lom- 
Church-men, it is anſwer d, That Tories and High-Church- 
wen teach (and practice) the ſame Doctrine, as you ma 
ſee by conſulting the Examiner for Thurſday, Sept. 18. 
1712: where it is ſaid, © Should her M—y really make a 
© ſeparate Peace, in the ſtrict aud proper Senſe of the Ex- 
© preſſion, as {he certainly will not, yet even then nothing 
© could be reaſonably objected ; ſhe might do it with the 
c niceſt Juſtice, and without the leaſt Breach of Faith or 
© Honour, And that, for this P LAIN REASON, be- 
c cauſe her ALLIES have over and over broke the 
© CONDITIONS ſtipulated by Treaties, and conſe- 
© quently ſhe has long ſince been at perfect Liþerty to 
© make what Peace ſhe pleas d, without ſo much as con- 
c ſulting them, or acquainting them with it. She would 
© [thereby] break no Faith, but be juſtify'd before God 
© and Man.' (2dly,) Even the God of Heaven deems 
himſelf no farther oblig'd (whatever in Mercy bis Con- 
deſcenſions be) to keep his Promiſes with his People, 
than they do theirs with him, Exod, xix. 5. Now ther 
fore, IF ye will obey my Voice indeed, and keep my Covenant, 
THEN ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure unto me — * all Peo- 
ple, 2 Chron. xv. 2. The LORD i with you@, WHILST 
Je be with him: And LF ye ſeek him, he will be found of you: 
But IF ye forſake him, he will forſate 30%. 1 Sam. ii. 30 
The Lord GOD of Iſrael ſaith, 1 ſaid indeed, that tl 
Hauſe, and the Houſe of thy Father, ſhould walk before me fo 
ever: BUT nom the LORD ſaith, Be it far from me 
"FOR them that honour me, I will honour ; and they tha 
deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteem d. Prov. viii. 17. J lov 
them THAT love me. God, as I've ſhewn, (p. 205.) en 
ter d into a /arriage-Crvenant with the Iſraelites of old 
but they provd a ffubborn and a ftiff-neck'd People, ani 
broke their Covenant (Fer. xxx1. 32.) with him; where 
upon he put his own Law for Divorce in Execution, a 
we read, /ſaiah, L. 1. Thus ſaith the LORD, Where 
the Bill of your Mother's Divorcement, whom ] have put away 
Or which of my Creditors is it to whom 1 have ſold jon? * 


Februam 1567, by his humble Servant Father SOTO, 
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bold, for Jour Iniquities have you fold your ſelves, and for your 


 Tranſgreſſions is your Mother put away. J can't imagine 


what rational Interpretation they who, in Favour of rebel- 


lious Wives, endeavour to arraign the Law of Moſes for 
Divorce, can put on this Place of Iſaiah, and on the third 
Chapter of Feremiah ; by both which Places it appears, 


that God himſelf had Recourſe to this his own Lan for 
Divorce, when the Iniquities of his Spouſe, the Jewiſh 
urch, requir'd it; and that whilſt ſhe, as the worſt of 
Women uiually will, pretended herſelf very innocent Fer. 
ii. 35. wet thou ſay ſt, becauſe I am INNOCENT Nr 


bis Anger will turn from me: Behold [ſaith the Lord] I wi 


lead with thee, becauſe thou ſay ff I have NOT ſinn d. Thope 
y what I have ſaid, every one mult be egg, that o- 


ther Tranſgreſſions of the Marriage- Covenant, beſides Adul- 


tery, may diſſolve the matrimonial Bond. 
Now therefore I'll go on with my Enquiry after the 
Origin of the pretended Divigzon of Divorces into two 


| Sorts. And altho* no Forr-feps of it can be found in ei- 


ther the Old or the New Teſtament, yet I do not deſpair of 
giving you a good (that is, a true) Account of it. Be 


pleas d to turn to 1 Kings xxii. 21, 22. and there you'll 


read of a Spirit who undertook to be a hing Spirit in the 


Mouth of all the Prophets of Ahab King of Iſrael. This 


lying Spirit, you readily grant, could be none other than 
the Devil, of whom our Saviour ſaith, John viii. 44. When 


he ſpeaketh a Lye, he ſpeaketh of his own; for he is a Lyar, and 


the Father of it. And as this Father of Lyes, the Devil, be- 


came, in the Days of old, a hing _ in the Mouth of 


all the Prophets of that very wicked Prince Abab King of 
Iſrael ; fo I believe im to have been now of a long 
Time a hing Spirit in the Mouths of many thouſands of 
the Feſuirs, Mons, Fryers, Priefts, &c. of [2 Theſſ. ii. 3.] 
that Man of Sin, the POPE of Rome: And amongſt 
the Multitude of abominable Lyes, that he bath by their 


Mediation diffus d amongſt /fankind, I believe the 


Pretence, that Divorces are to be diſtinguiſh'd into 
ſuch as do, and into ſuch as really do not diſ- 
ſolve the matrimonial Bond, to be one of his capital Lyes. 
It was, it ſeems, firſt promulgated on the 17th Day of 


a 
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2 Dominical Fryer, as 1 find it in the Hifory of the Gu ' | * 
eil of Trent, compos d in Italian by Pietro Soave Poland, J 
and tranſlated into Engliſh by Nath. Brent. It is there q 
Kid, (p- 670.) © The 17th of February (1563.) Father 7 
Soto was the firſt that ſpake in the ſecond Rank, who, tl 
upon the Article of Divorce, did FIRST diſtinęuiſh ft 
© the matrimonial Conjunttion into three Parts, the Bond, & 
« the Cohabitation, and the carnal Copulation; inferring, that | 8 
© there were as many Separationt alſo. He ſhew'd at large, * 
2 that the Eccleſiaſtical Prelate had Authority to ſeparate 
E the Marry d, or to give them a Divorce, in Reſpect of 0 
Cohabitation and carnal Copalation, for all Cauſes which i 
E they ſhall judge expedient and reaſonable, the matrimy- 2 
10 Bond ſtill ſtanding ſure, ſo that neither can matry Te 
82. - | Ek Ni 
And à little farther, this Fryey SOTO impudently con- | 
tradicted the expreſs Words of our Saviour : For, Forni- P1 
(ation, he ſaid, ought not to be [as our Saviour had to 
twice, Matth. v. 32. and Matth. xix. g. own'd it to 8 
© be] a Cauſe of Separation from the Bond, but from Copu- 
lation and Chabitatim. And in November then next wy 
following, that Council, by a Decree, eſtabliſh'd Father Be 
Soto's enthuſiaſtical Diſtinction of Divorces into two Sorts, th 
for a genuine Doctrine of the Roman Church, Thus you ſee = 


Father SOTO, a Popiſh Fryer, was the FIRST who J B 
preach'd the Doctrine of Divorces from Bed and Board, as = 
diſtinguiſh'd from Divorces from the Bond of Marriage. Bo 
And that the Devil inſtructed him in the Matter, or was, 
at that Time, a hing Spirit in his Mouth, is (in my Opi- A” 
nion) very plain from ſome Verſes in the fourth Chapter oy 
of St. Pauls firſt Epiſtle to Timothy ; his Words may be FY 

_ paraphraſtically read thus, 1 Tim. iv. 1. Now the Spirit | = 
Fol God] ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter Times [the P. 
Conncil of Trent (hall be held, and then] ſome [of that 2 
Council], Father Soto, and his Aſſociates] ſhall depart from 
the true] Faith, giving heed to ſeducing [lying] Spirits, 
and Doftrines of DEVILS, [ſuch as, Tran ſubſtantiation, Bul 
Purgatory, Indulgences, Image-Worſhip, Hoſi-Morſbip, Pray- mp 

"ers to the Dead, &c. 26 | br of 

2. Speaking I Popiſh ] Lyes in ; Jeihcal] po- 
eriſy, having their Onſciences ſear d with [the Pope's prey 
| tended. 


e 


tended Power of pardoning them, as with ] 4 bee 


3. Forbidding [Eccleſiaſticks and divorc'd Perſon S] to 
marry, and commanding | that which God commanded 


them not, Fer. xxxii. 3 $] to abſtain [at certain Times} 


from [ſome Kinds of Fleſh] eats, which God. hath create# 
ts be receivid {without Reſpect of Times] with Thankſ- 
giving of them which believe and. know the Truth [which 
very few ſhall, if the Pope and his Greatares can help it.] 

Now, altho it appears very plain, that this Distinction 


of Divorces into ſuch as do, and ſuch as pretendedly do 


not diſſolve the matrimonial Bond, is of Popiſh Original ; 
yet probably you may ſtill want to be inform d, whether 
the Church of England, as now by Law eſtabliſh'd, does 
not eſpouſe that Doctrine. I anſwer, | 

1ſt, The Church of England does not, that I know of, 
pretend to Infallibility, nor enjoin any of her embers 
to believe that, on her Authority, to be Truth, which 
Scripture and Reaſon diſcover to be Falſhood. So that in 
Caſe it could be made appear, that the Church of England 
as ſtrenuouſly aſſerts the Doctrine of Divorces from Bed and 
Board, the Bond of Marriage {till remaining andiſſolv d, as 
the Church of Rome does, her Authority would not be, in 
that Point, of any Force with me, becauſe I am certain, 
from Scripture and Reaſon, that ' Divorces from Bed and 
Board do actually and effectually. diſſolve the matrimonial 
Bond, and the Church of England leaves me at Liberty to 
believe God rather than Man. | x 


2dly, The Church of England docs not eſpouſe the Doctrine 


of Divorce from Bed and Board, as diſtinguiſh'd from Di- 
zorce from the Bond of Marriage; but, on the contrary, 
ſhe deems a Divorce from Bed and Board, a Diſſolution of 
the matrimonial Bond: As appears from the following 
Particulars LE | 
I. The Generality of her Biſhops and inferior Clergy, 
preach this Doctrine, as may be {cen by their Writings, 
Biſhop Cozens, in the Speech he made in the Houſe of Lords, 
upon the Debate of the Lord Roſs's Cale, ſaid, as I find 
it in Print, The Bond of Marriage is a Conjugal Promiſe 
* ſolemnly made between a Man and his Wife, that each 
© of them will live together according to God's holy Or- 

1 | OE * dinance, 


Car) 


other Things as may happen during their Lives. - 


ration from Bed and Board, which 1s Part [his Lordſhip 
might have ſaid, which,comprehend the whole] of their Pro. 
miſe ſo to live together, doth plainly break that Part of 
© the Bond whereby they are ty d to live together as to 
© Bed and Board. The Diſtinction betwixt Bed and Board, 
© and the Bond, is new, never mention'd in the Scriptures, 
* and unknown in the ancient Church, devis d only by 
© the Canoniſts, and the School-men of the Latin Church, (for 
© the Greek Church knows it not) to ſerve the POPE's 
© Turn. Bed and Board, or Cohabitation, belong to the 
© Eſſence or Subſtance of Matrimony ; which made Eraſmus 
4 and Biſhop Hall ſay, That the Diſtinftion of thoſe two from 
© the Bond, is merely chimerical and Fancy. The Promiſe of 
© Conftancy and mutual Forbearance, if it hinders Divorce 
© as to the Bond, it hinders it alſo as to Bed and Board; 
© becauſe the fame Bed and the ſame Table were promis' 
© in the Marriage- Contract. Our Saviour ſpeaks of Divor- 
© ces znftituted þ 

© other than Divorces from the Bond. Lactantius, St. Hie- 
rom, and Epiphanius, are for Allowance of Marriage after 
© Divorce, All the Greek Church to this Day allow it. 


"a 


! 
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© Lancelot Fuſt. Fur, Can. acknowledges, that Divorce is a | 
© Diſſelution of the Marriage. Selden, who is not likely 


© to contradict the Laws of this Kingdow, maintaineth, 
© that Marriage after Divorce, is to be allow'd ; and in 
© that Particular Dr. Hammond doth not contradict him, 
© but is clear for it. It is againſt all Reaſon, that all ma- 
© trimonial Duties ſhculd be for ever taken away, and yet 
© the Bond or Obligation to thoſe Duties ſhould continue. 
© The Words of our Lord, Matth. v. 32, and xix. 9. have 
© no Diſtinftion or Limitation of the putting away; but 
_ © ſimply and abſolutely approve of putting away; there- 
fore they approve of putting away, not partial, or to a 
© particular Purpoſe, — Bed and Board, but total. Dr. 


© Taylor, Biſhop Hall, Dr. Full, are for ſecond Marriages ; 
NO Authors againſt them, but the Council of Trent, and 
* thoſe of the Church of Rome. Thus Biſhop Cozens: And 
Dr. Whitby, in his Annotations on Matth. xix. 9. faith, 
is ſo to 
Marry 


Where it is layful to put away the Wife, it 


© linance, notwithſtanding Poverty, or Infirmity; or ſuck | 


y the Moſaical Law; but they were none 
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« marry again. For, (ift,) ſuch were the Dizyrces of the 
* Jews, of which Crit ſpeaks. And, (2dly;) Chrif, by 
* pronouncing ſuch Divorces as were not for this Cauſe, 
* [1. e. Fornication] adulterous in him that marry'd ano- 
* ther, doth plainly inſinuate, there was no ſuch Crime 
* committed 1n this Caſe ; and then the Marriage muſt 
be diflolv'd by that Act. It is faid, 1 Cor. vil. 5. De- 
fraud ye not one another, except it be with Conſent for a Time, 
that ye may give your ſelves to Faſting and Prayer, and come 
together again, that Satan tempt you not for your Incontinency. 
Dr. Whitby, 1n his Annotations on theſe Words, faith, 
* This Chapter affords many Arguments againſt the Vom 
* of Continence, and thoſe perpetual Divorces from the Bed, 
* which are fo commonly practis d by the Papi//s : For 
* (Itt,) the Apoſtle here admits of no Separation of the Wife 
* from the led but only with Condition that they 
| © come together again, to perform confugal Duties, not al- 
© Jowing a perpetual Separation, no, not that they may give 
* themſelves to Prayer and Fiſting ; and that for a perpetnal 
© Reaſon ; perpetual, at leaſt, whilſt an Age capable of 
| © Temptation, and which may be ſubje& to Incontinence, 
© remains. The efalliſh'd urch in Nem England alſo 
deems Divorce a Diſſolution of the Bond of Marriage, as may 
be ſeen in Mr. Mather's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of that Coun- 
try, Book V. (p. 48.) A Divorce being legally purſu'd 
and obtain'd, the innocent Perſon that is releas d, may 
proceed unto a ſecond Marriage in the Lord: Otherwiſe, 
* the State of Believers under the Nen Teſtament, would, 
© ini ſome of theſe Caſes, be worſe than what the God of 
© Heaven directed for his People under the Old. 

2. It is very uſual, here in England, after a Divorce at 
Dactors- Commons from Bed and Board, to obtain an Act of 
Parliament impowering ſuch divorc'd Perſons to marry a- 
gain, Now, the Foundation the Parliament goes upon, 1n 
paſſing Alls to that Purpoſe, is, a firm Belief that the 
Bond of Marriage is intirely diſſolv d by the Divorce at 
Doctors Commons, altho the Words of that Divorce do not 
expreſsly declare it ſo, and authorize a 2d Marriage. - 

This is plain from the Caſe of the Marquis of Northamp= 
ton, who being divorc'd from Ins Lady, by a Divorce 
call d a Divorce from Bed and 95 marry d another Lady F 

_ an 
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and after he had ſo done, apply'd to the Parliament, not | 


for Leave to marry, but (for the Satis faction of his and his 
new Lady's Friends) to have the Legality of that his ſecond 
Marriage determin d; and it receiv d a Parliamentary Ap- 
probation. Biſhop Cozens took Notice of this Cafe, in his 
before- mention d Speech in the following Words, viz. It 
© 1s obſervable, That in the Caſe of the Marquis of North- 
© aripton, 5 E. 6. who had been divorc'd for his Lady's 
© Adultery, and marry'd another, before any Act of Parlia- 
ment made concerning it, an Alt which paſs'd after- 
© wards, (only two ſpiritual and two temporal Lords diſ- 
© ſenting) declares he had been at Liberty by the Lans of 
© God to marry, and did lawfully marry another ; where the 
Act manifeſtly ſappoſes, That whatever had obtain'd 
* for Law till that Time, was void, as being contrary to 
© God's Law.” From this Caſe it is very evident, That 
after a Divorce at Doctors Commons from Bed and Board, 
and an At of Parliament obtain d for Leave to marry a- 
gain, the Legality of ſueh marrying again does not, in the 
Opinion of the very Pariiament it ſelf, depend on the Bond 
of Marriage being diſſoſèꝰ d by ſuch Act of Parliament, but 
by the Divorce from Bed and Board pronounc'd in the 
Biſhops-Court at Doctors-Commons; otherwile, the Parliament 


could not have approv d of the Marquis of Northampton s 


marrying again, before he had obtain d an Alt of Parlia- 
ment for that Purpoſe. So that ſuch Acts of Parliament, 
which are frequently paſs'd, are but explanatory of the Di- 
vorces before pronounc'd in the Biſhops Courts, by Perſons 
who, in ſuch Caſes, repreſent their Zordſhips. And their 
Lorsſhirs the Biſhops themielves aſſenting, in Parliament, to 
Bills impowering Perſons to divorc'd from Bed and Board 
to marry 454in, muſt be deem'd an Acinowledgment, that 
their Lord/hips eſteem ſuch Divorces, in their own Courts, 
to have diſſolv d the natrimonial Bonl. | 


55 In the Reign of our King Fames the Firſt, an Act 
O 


arliament paſs d, making it Felony for a Man to have | 


two Wives, or a Woman tuo. Husbands, Tn Wingate's Abridg- 
ment of the Statutes, printed 1684, the Purport of that Sta- 
ute (for J have not the Statute at large) is ſet forth in the 
Words following, viz. | Coe „ 
Stat. 1 Jace ii. A Bigamus ſhall ſuffer Death as à Felon, 


of 
” 
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PL LE 4 
UNLESS he or ſhe ſhall have had no Notice that the Huſ- 


| band or Wife was living within ſeven Years before, OR the 


Marriage be SEVER'D by Divorce. This Felony ſhall 
cauſe no Corruption of Blood, or Loſs of Dower or Iaberitance. 

The Word Bigamus imports a Perſon having ro Hyſ- 
bands or two Wives at the fame Time. And the Exception 
of Perſons ſever d by Divorce, manifeſtly implies, that the 
Act ſuppoſes Perſons ſever d by Divorce, are no longer Huſ- 


band and Wife, Some, indeed, who, being divercd from 


Bed and Board, have marry'd again, without an A of 
Parliament for that Purpoſe, have been proſecuted on the 
Statute of 1 Fac. 11. as having two Wives, or two Husbands, 
notwithſtanding the before-mention'd Exception in that 
Ac contain d, on, I ſuppoſe, a Preſumption that the 
ſame did not comprehend Divorces ſaid to be from Bed 
and Board only; but then fuch Perſons have by the 
Fudge and Fury been acquitted, as not gailty of any 
Offence againſt that Statute, as is to be ſeen in a Book, 
intitled, Baron and Feme; or, A Treatiſe of the common 


Law, concerning Husbands and Wives, printed in the Year 


1700. An Abſtratt of the Caſes, in that Book more large- 
ly related, follows, vis. (1.) One Porter's Wife was di- 
vore'd from him, on the Account of CRUELTY ; ſhe 


marry d again, and being indicted for having two Huſ- 
bands, by the better Opinion, (lays my Author) ſhe was 
within the Proviſo of the Act, and not guilty of Felony. 


(2.) One Williams was indicted at Briſtol upon the Stat. 


1 Fac. c. ii. for having wo Wives, he pleaded not guilty ; 
a ſpecial Verdict was found, that the ſaid Williams having 


marry'd one Wife, was afterwards divorc'd from her, from 
Bed and Board, for Adultery, and after that, marry d another 
Wife ; whereupon it was reſolv d, that he was within the 


not {aid who, when, or where_) was indicted of Pelony upon 
the Stat. 1 Fac. c. li, for having two Mives; the Evidence 
was, that he eſpous d One of them beyond Sea, and the O- 
ther in England; and the Court declar d he was not with- 
in the Statute, fo that he too was acquitted, (4.) Mention 
is here alſo made, that in my Lord Roſe's Cale, the Opi- 


nion was, That Perſons divorc'd from Bed and Board, may 


marry again. And, indeed, on the Parliament of Eng- 
9 & 


\ 


gs of the Statute 3 ſo he was acquitted. (3.) One. (it is 
a 


land 


| _ * 2 


land gave their Approbation of the Marquis of Northampton's 


ſecond Marriage, after his Divorce from Bed and Board 
from his firſt Lady, without his having any other Autho- 


rity than the Law of God (which indeed with Chriſfian Ma- 
5 always ought to be deem'd ſuſticient) for what 


e did, certainly Judges and Furies may well admit of J 


the Parliament's Determination in that Caſe, as a Precedent 
for them in the /ike Caſes, to be govern'd by. 


4. In Wingate's betore-mention'd Abridgment of the Sta. 


tutes, under the Title of Matrimony and Marriage, (p. 369.) 
it is ſaid, Stat. 32 H. 8. 38. Pars inde. All Marnages thall 
be adjudg'd lawful, that are not prohibited by God's Law. 

This Statute of H. 8, is, I believe, ſtill in Force; and 
if ſo, then that Statute muſt neceſſarily render it lamful by 
the Laws of this Realm, of which that Statute is one, for 
all divorc'd Perſons to marry again; becauſe ſuch Perſons 
are not, as I've already ſufficiently ſhewn, prohibited by 
God's Law from marrying again. 

It may probably be objected, that ſome Eccleſiaſtical 
Canons prohibit ſuch Marriages. To which Objection Bi- 
ſhop Coxens, in his before-mention'd Speech, has given an 
eftectual Anſwer in the following Words, viz. The Ca- 
© z0ns which in Caſe of Alultery prohibit marrying in the 
© Life-time of the guilty Perſon, are contrary to two Alls 
* of Parliament made 25 H. 8. and 3 and 4 E. 6. where- 
© in NO CANONS are allowed, that be any May repug- 
* nant to the LAWS of God, or the Scripture, the King's 
' © Prerogative Royal, and the Statutes of this Land. So many 


therefore of the Eccleſiaſtical Canons, as are contrary to the 


Law of God, and the Statute-Caw of this Realm, are, with 
1s, but like military Cannons charg'd with Powder only; 
they may make a Noiſe, but can do very little Execution. 
And there is good Xeaſon it ſhould be thus; for the prin- 
cipal Part of the (anon- Lam is of Popiſh Origin. Mr. Phi- 


lips, in his Engliſh Dictionary, ſays * Canon-Law is a Colle- | 


Lion made by Gratian, a Benedictine MONK, in the 
Tear 1151, of Texts of Scripture, Councils, Opinions 


Jof the H. Fathers upon all Eccleſiaſtical Matters. Mr. 


Harris, a Miniſter of the Church of England, and lately, if 
not now, Chaplain to a Perſon of Honour, in his Lexicon 
Technicum, gies a larger Account of it. Ginon-Law 
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(ſays he) is a Collection of Eccleſiaſtical Rules, Definitions, and 
Conſtitut ions, taken from the ancient, general, and pro- 
vincial Councils, the Writings and Reſolutions of the Fathers 
of the Church, and Reſcripts of POPES. This Law is 
modell d according to the Form of the Civil, and is re- 
ducd into three Volumes. The firs is call'd the Decrees 
of Gratian, and is compos'd of the ancient Canons, and 
collected from the ancient Councils aud Writings of the 
Fathers. The ſecond Volume is call'd the Decretals, and 
doth contain the decretal Epiſtles or Reſcripts of POPES. 
The third Volume is call'd Sextum, and contains the 
« Reſcripts of the POPES from Gregory the IXth, to Boni- 
c face the VIIIth, by whoſe Authority it was collected. 
- To the End of this Volume are added the Clementina, 


which are the Con{itntions of Clement the Vith, enacted in 
© the Council of Vienna; as alſo the EXTRAVAGANTS, 
which are ſome Reſcripts of Pope Fohn the XXIId, and 


* ſome other Popes, Now, the Popes of Rome, Monts, Oc. 
having had fo great a Hand in framing the Canon Law, at 
is very probable many Things contain'd therein, are Hereti- 


cal, Fanatical, and directly contrary to the Doctrines of the 


true Christian Religion; and conſequently it was very ne- 
ceſſary that the Parliament of England ſhould (perhaps 
in a more eftectual Manner than is yet done) abrogate all 
ſuch Parts thereof as are repugnant to the Lans of God, the 
King's Prerogative, and the Statute-Lam of this Kingdom. 


And without all Diſpute, the Right Reverend the Biſhops, 


and all the inferior Clergy of this Land, who are not, as I 
hope there are not many that are, popiſhly affected, deem 
all ſuch Parts of the Canon Law, as are contrary to the 
Law of God, and the Statutes of this Realm, to belong to 


nd aro Church only, and not to the Church of Eng- 


5, That the Eccleſiaffical Judges at Doftors-Commons do 


_ themſelves deem a Divorce from Bed and Board, to be an 


intire Diſſolation of the matrimonial Bond, appears (I think) 


from the following Conſiderations, 


1. In Caſe an Hausband or a Wife refuſes to cohabit with 


bis or her. Wife or Husband, the Eccleſiaſtical Fudge is for- 
ward enough to let the World know, that he is veſted 
With a layyful Power of Citing ſuch Man or Woman be- 


fore 
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fore him; and of Admoniſhing him or her to a Cohabitation 
and a Performance of Conjugal Rites with the Perſon he or 
ſhe is marry'd to; and, on his or her proving Contumaci- 
dus, of proceeding to Excommunication, &c. But after a 
Divorce from Bed and Board, the Eccleſraſtical Fadge will 
not ſcruple to own ͤhimfelf diveſted of that Authority over 
ſuch divorc'd Man or Weman: He will not, after that, 
any more proceed to Cenſure ſuch Man or Woman for re- 
faling a Cohabitation with ſuch divorc d Wife or Husband, 
than he will any Man or Woman on Earth for refuſing a 


Cohabitat ion with a Perſon with whom he or {he was ne- 


ver intermarry'd. And the only Reaſon, you may be 
fare, why he will not do it, is, becauſe, the Marriage be- 
ing diſſolv d, he cannot lawfully do it. He knows, that 


as the Parſon is veſted with an Authority of making a Man 
and a Woman, with their Conſent, ONE FLESH, that is, 


Husband and Wife, but cannot, when he hath ſo done, 
make them TWO again; ſo the Eccleſiaſtical Fudge is ve- 
fed with an Authority, on proper Occaſions, of undo- 
ing what the Parſon had done, that is, of ſevering that 


ONE FLESH, Husband and Wife, into TWO again; but 


cannot, after that, compel them, without their mutual 
Conſent, to become ONE FLESH again; nor Cenſure ei- 
ther of them, for his or her Refuſal. He mult be a cun- 
ning and a coxening Surgeon, that having, for a proper 
Gratuity, cut a Man's or a Woman's rotten Leg off, ſhould, 
in ſpight of his or her Teeth, ſet it on again. . 

2. The Eecleſiaſtical Fudge, as the Canon requires, obli- 
ges the Perſon that ſues out a Divorce from Bed and Board, 
to give Security, before the Divorce be pronounc'd, to the 
Biſhop in whole Court the Divorce is {u'd out, that he or 
the will not marry again; but ſuch Security is not requir- 
ed to be given by the Perſon who is ſu'd to a Divorce. 


Now, the inſiſting on ſuch Security from the Perſon who 


ſues out the Divorce, and not from the Perſon who is 
ſu'd to a Divorce, mult (I think) neceſſarily imply a Gn- 
ceſion that the matrimonial Bond will, by that Divorce, be- 
come difſolyd ; ſo that in Caſe the Security was not gi- 
ven, he or the who ſu'd out the Divorce, would be whol- 


ly at Liberty to marry again: For did the Bond of Marri- 


#ge continue after the Divorce pronounc'd, it would in- 


fallibly 


e 6 
fallibly be neceſſary either that the Perſon who ſues out the 
Divorce, and the Perſon who is ſud to a Divorce, ſhould 
both of them give Security not to marry again; or it 
would be unneceſſary that either the One or the Other of em 
ſhould give any ſuch Security So that I take this Proce- 


dure of the Eccleſiaſtical Fudge, to be a tacit Acknowledoment 


that the Perſon who is fu'd to a Divorce from Bed and 
Bard, is intirely at Liberty to marry again, as ſoon as he 
or the pleaſe, without incurring any Penaliy at all; but 
that the Perſon who 1u'd out the Divorce, muſt forbear to 
marry again, on Forfeiture of the Security given. And 


this leems to have been the Opinion of Biſhop Cozens < 
For, in his before-mention'd Speech, he tells us, the 107th 


Canon provides that divorc'd Perſons ſhall not marry a- 
gain; BUT (lays he) it zs not ſaid ſuch Marriages are void, 

ONLY the Caution is forfeitd. And the End, as I con- 
ceive, for which Security is directed by the Canon to be re- 
quir'd of the Perſon ſuing out the Divorce, that he or ſhe 


will not marry again, is, that the Perſon ſu'd to a Di- 


vorce, may bave an Opportunity, in Caſe he or ſhe (hall ſo 
think fit, to endeavour a Reconciliation between them ; or, 
in Cale of a Failure therein, may, when the Perſon who 
ſu'd out the Divorce, ſhall have marry'd ſome other Perſon, 
Recover the Cantion-Money, and Receive it in Satisfaction for 
his or her then for ever loſt (and probably never to be la- 
mented) Wife or Husband. | | 

Preſuming you now convincd, that the Church of Eng- 
land deems a Divorce from Bed and Board, a Diſſolution of 
the matrimonial Bond, III proceed briefly to conſider the 
Matters ſometimes urg'd in Proof of a Continuation of the 
matrimonial Bond, after a Divorce from Bed and Board 1s 
pronounc d. - 5 

1. After a Divorce from Bed and Board, the Woman re- 
tains the Man's Name from whom the is divorc'd ; which 
ſhews (ſay ſome) the Bond of Marriage continues. 

1 anſwer, Altho' Marriage intitul'd the Wife to her Hyſ- 
band's Name, yet it does not thence follow that a Divorce, 
which diſſolves the matrimonial Bond, muſt neceſſarily de- 
prive her of that Name again : For we all know Death 
works an effectual Diſſolution of the Bond of Marriage; 
not withſtanding which, the Woman retains her deceas d 
e Wi Husband's 
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Husband's Name until ſhe marries again; 
too, in Caſe her firſt Husband was a Perſon of Honour, 
and her next be a Plebeian, Death and Divorce equally 
free the marry d Couple from the Bond of Marriage, and 
the Man's N:me in either Cafe remains to the Woman: 
In common Eſteem, at leaſt ; for in Caſe of a Divorce, 
I conceive the ought to reaſſume her paternal Name. 

2. In Caſe of a Reconciliation between a Man and a 


Woman divorc'd from Bed and Board, they are not re- 
quir'd to marry again, in order to their again cohabiting to- 


gether at Bed and Board; therefore ({2y ſome) the Bond 
of Marriage between them was never difſolvd. + 

T anſwer, The Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies of Marriage, are 
not eſſential to the Marriage. We do not read of any 


Fur mali:ies us'd, in the Days of old, in joining a Man 


and Woman: Mutual Conſent made the Marriage. Wilt 
thou go with this Man? And ſhe anſner d, I wil go. And 
when ſhe was come unto his Houſe, he took her, and ſhe 
became his Wife, Cen. xxiv. 58, 67. The Reconciliation be- 
tween the div;rc'd Couple, can't amount to leſs than this: 
So that their Reconciliation is actually a new Marriage, al- 
tho the Ceremonics, which are of none other Uſe, than to 
render the Marriage more magnificent and ſolemn, be 
not again pertorm'd. Biſhop Cozens, in bis ſo often be- 
_ fore-mention'd Speech, handles this Matter as follows, viz, 
Ihe Objefion, that if the Bond be diſſolv d, and after- 
* wards the Man or the Worzan be reconcil'd, they mult be 
in art yd over again. is no ncefiary On ſequence, no more 
than us in a Ferfon baptis'd, who may breat Ins Cove- 
nant, and renonwnce his Baptiſm; and yet, upon true Re- 
pentance, be receiv d into God's Favour by Virtue of the 
firſt Covenant, without any new Bap:iſm. Suppoſe a 
Witch, wlio they fay makes a Compact with the Divel, to 
renounce her Baptiſis, ſhould afterwards, by the Grace 
of God, ſerioully and truly repent herielf of the Wic- 
kedneſs, I do dot believe that any Body would take 
upon him to baptize her again: And if a Prieſt ſhould 
renounce his Orders, and turn Tark, and yet afterwards 
* repent im, and return into the Church, ke need not 
be Ordain'd a iccond Time, The Caſe will be the ſame 
in Marriage. 5 FT 
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3. If a Man, who is divore'd from his Wife, from Bed 
and Hoard, dies inteſtate, the Ordinary will grant Letters 
of Adminiſtration of ſuch Inteſftate's Goods, to his divorc'd 


Wife. Ibis, ſome pretend, he does on the Account of 
her being, notwithſtanding the Vivorce, next of Kin to 
him, even his real Widow ; and from thence they infer, 
that the Bond of Marriage continu'd till Death. 
an ſmer, The Eccleſafical Fudge, when he pronounces a 
Divorce from Bed and Board, uſuaily aſſigns Alimony to be 


paid by the divorc'd Husband to the divorc'd Wife, in Sa- 


ticfaction, I ſuppoſe, for the Fortune ſhe brought him; 


which Alimony ſhe muſt intirely loſe at the Death of the 
Man from whom ſhe is divorc'd, unleſs he aſſian it her 


by his Will, or (he can help herſelf to it, by becoming 
his Adminiſtratrix, And this Alimony being aſſign d her by 
the Eccleſiaſtical. Fudge for her Livelihood, in Cate the Man 
who is to pay it, dies inteſtate, the Ordinary grants Letters 
of Adminiſtration of his Goods to her, not, as I conceive, 
on a Preſumption that the Bond of Marriage continu'd firm 
after the Divorce was pronounc'd, but that ſhe may, if 
poſſible, have ſomething in Satisfaction for the Alimony ſhe. 
loſt by his Neath. As the chief Creditor therefore, rather 
than as neareſt Fe/ation, ſhe is admitted tothe Admini/iration. 
4. If the Husband, after a Divorce from Bed and Board, 
releaſe an Obligation due to the Wife before Covertare, it 
hath been held a good Releaſe; which proves, ſays an Ano- 
ay mous Author, that the Marriage continues. 
I anſwer, When a Woman marry, all Debts due to her, 


become due to ber Husand, the Property is, by the Action 


of Marriage, transferr'd from her to him. ; and the Proper- 
ty cant be deem'd to be, by the Action of Divorce, re- 
transferr'd from the Husband to the divorc'd Wife, be- 
cauſe Satisfaction is otherwiſe made to her for whatever was 
hers before Marriage, by granting her an annual Alowance 
under the Title of Alimony : So that when a Man after a 
Divorce releaſes an Obligation due before Marriage to the 
Woman from whom he is divorcd, he does but 
give 4 Diſcharge for Money due to himſelf, and for which 
he makes Satisfaction to the Woman to whom it was ori- 
ginally due. Thus I have given, 1 hope, a Rational Anſwer 
to the principal Matters that have hitherto been ſuggeſted 


in Proof, that the Bond of Marriage continues after a Di- 
33 “ | dorce 
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C 
vorce from Bed and Board, is pronounc d by the Eccleſiaſtical 
Judge. However, as a farther, and ſtill more effectuual A- 
ver to theſe Matters, and whatever elſe can be ſuggeſted 
on that Account, I anſwer, and ſay, | 

1. The A4ters offer d in Proof, that the Bond of Mar- 
riage does continue after a Divorce from Bed and Board, is 
oneunc'd, are of no Importance in Companion of the 
atters that argue a Diſſolution thereof; ſuch as (1ft,) That 
- a Woman after ſuch a Divorce is under no Manner of Ob- 
ligation of comporting herſelf, on one Account or another, | 
more like a Wife towards the Man from whom (ſhe is di- l 
vorc'd, than towards any other Man on Earth. (adly,) 7 
That the Man ſo divorc'd from his Wife, is not, thence- l 
forwards, under any Obligation of behaving himſelf more | , 
like an Husband towards her, than towards any other 1 
Woman, excepting only in the conſtant Payment of her x 
aſſien'd Alimony, which, as I've {aid before, I take to be { 
tk 
al 
& 


inzoin'd him to make Payment of in Satisfaction for what 
ſhebrought him, and thereupon is as a Debt upon him.(3dly,) 
If a Woman after ſuch a Divorce, commits a Treſpaſs, a 
and not the Man who was her Husband, is liable to be || « 
ſu'd for Damages. (Athly,) In Caſe a Woman after ſuch | «c_ 
a Divorce, contracts Debts, ſhe- herſelf, and not the Mann 
from whom ſhe is divorcd, is liable to be impriſon d for | « 
ſuch Debts, &c. Theſe Matters, and many more that! 
might be thought of, muſt be own'd more powerfully to 
argue a Diſſolution of the Bond of Marriage, than the o- 
ther Matters do a Continuation of it. But, 3 
2. Seeing the Diſtinction of Divorces into ſuch as do, and 
into ſuch as pretended ly do not diſſolve the Bond of Marri- | « 
age, has not any Manner of Foundation, either in Scripture | « 
or the Nature of Things, but was, as Biſhop Cozens wit= | « 
neſſeth of it, and as the Hiſtory of the (Council of Trent in 
deniably ſbews, invented, and that many hundred Years | d 
after Chriſts Paſſion, and the Death of all the divinely | Dir 
inſpir'd Apoltles, by the Cantniſts of the Roman Church, to . „ 
ferve the Pope's Turn; that Diſtinction muſt neceſſarily | ſtili 
be a meer Non-Entity ; and a Pretenſion of producing Argu- 
ments to prove its Exiſtench, a prodigious Piece of Vanity, if | heir 
not downright Fanaticiſm, or a religious Madneſs. Nay, 1 [ang 
conceive, I may ſafely affirm, that Fryer SOTO, and the | and 
Council of Trent, lye under St. Paul's Gnſe, on the Accounth that 
an. 
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of this pom ed Diſtinction of Divorces For St. Pau, in 
his Epiſtle to the Galatians, ſays, Chap. i- 8. Jh we, or an 


ANGEL from Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you, than 


that which we have preach d unte you, let him be accurſed. And, 
in the very next Verſe, the Apoſtle reiterates this Curſe in 
almoſt the ſame Words, vis. Ver. g. As we ſaid before, 
fo T fay now again, if any Man preach any other Goſpel to you, 
than that ..you. have receiv d [from us} les him be accurfed, 
Now, it is certain the Scriptures aſtord no Foundation for 
either this Diſtindtion of Divorces, or for many other 
Things, which are taught by the Papifts as Matters of 
Faith; therefore the ſame muſt neceſſarily belong to, in the 
Apoſile's Phraſe, another Doctrine, which (ver. 7.) is not ans- 
ther, but the Gofpet of Chrift perverted. And confequent- 
ly, Fryer SOTO, the Council of Trent, and other Papitts, 
maſt, by having invented and preach d thoſe falfe (not to 
ſay damnable) Doctrines, have brought themſelves under 
this Curſe of St. Paul, Dr. Whitby, in his Annotations on the 
above-written Words of St. Paul, faith, © Hence it ap- 
< pears, that a Man may err fundamentally, not only by 
© rejecting a fundamental Article of Faith, but alſo by 
© maintaining and teaching, in the Name of Chri#f, Things 
© unneceſſary to be neceſſary, ſo as to ſay Salvation cannot 
© be obtaind without them. And herein conſiſts the 
great GUILT of the CHURCH of ROME, and parti- 
© cularly of the Trent Council, that they have added many 
© unneceſſary Articles to the true Chriitian Creed, and have 
«© defin'd them to be ſo neceſſary to be believ'd by all Chri- 
© fHans, that no Salvation can be obtain'd without the Be- 
© lief of them; and ſo they ſeem plainly to have fallen 
under the Anathema [that is, the Curſe] of St. Paul, more 
© dreadful than all the vain Anathema s [Cres] they have 
thunder d out againſt the Proteſtant. 
Notwithſtanding all that I have ſaid, the Diſtinction of 
Divorces into ſuch as do, and into ſuch as pretendedly do 


not diſſolve the matrimonial Bond, will, I venly believe, be 


ſill preach'd up by, 
1. Profeſs'd Papifts, and fuch pretended Proteſtants as, 
being popiſhly affected, want to have the Church of Eng - 


land polluted with all the Abominations of Popiſh 1dolary ; 


and who are, I fear, 2 Thefſ: ii. 11. under frong Dely/iors 


that they ſhould believe Lies. However, the Papi/ts, as 


M m 2 Bithop 


| 
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Biſhop Coxens, in his {aid Speech, obſerves, even confut 
their own Dictrine of tis Bond of Marriage being indiſ- 
ſolve.ble + for they (lays he) fiy, that in Cale the Huſ- 
band trancfers hin:telf into a Fryery, and his Wife into a 
Nannerv, thereby devoting themiclves to Religion, then 
ſuch Ararriage is diſſi vd even as to the Bond. So that, as 

I conceive, they own the Bond of Marriage is diſſolveable 
for ſuch Cuuſes as they, the Papiſts, ſhall aſſign, but not 
for ſuch Cauſes as God has aſſign d. The Papifts alſo ſay F_ 
Matrimony 18 a Sacrament; but then, denying their Prieſts 
to partake of that Sacrament, they publickly declare, that 
tis better a Prieſt ſhould have many.Whores, than one Wife, 
Certainly therefore, altho they deem Matrimony a Sacra- 
ment, they mult yet deem Mhoredom a greater Sacrament ; 
for the moſt Holy Perſons ought to be converſant in the 
molt Holy Things! According to the Papiſts, therefore, 
Marriage ſeems to be only Holy enough for the Laity; but 
that the Santtity of the Prieſts requires they ſhould only 
be concern'd in Vheredow, and not pollute themſelves with 
Marriage]! We talk of a Popiſh Pretender to Queen 
ANN's Rozal Dignity; but certainly all the Poplings in 
the World can be deem'd none other than mcer Pretenders 
to Chriſtianity, 

2. Some Proctors, Advocates, 8c. they (that is, ſome of . 
them) ſuppoſing, 1 Tim. vi. 5. that Gain is Godlineſs, will g 
donbtleis tickle hard for this Dijzinfion of Divorces, and 
deem Fryer SOTO a Saint for having contriv'd it; becauſe, 
they may truly ſay, as Demetrius, the Silver- ſmith, did, in 1 

a like Caſe, Alls xix. 25. SIRS, ye know that by this CRAFT 4 
we have our WEALTH. The ſuing out a Divorce, brings | 1 
them in con{iderable Profit : After which, if a Reconcilia- 
tion does enſue, probably 'twill not be long before the Old 1 
Sores be r1pt-up, and thereupon a ſecond Divorce 1u'd for: - 

In Cale a Reconciliation does not enſue, probably the Mann 
runs a Wiring one Way, and the Woman another Way; C 

and thercupon theſe Gentlemen have a fair Chance for three 

or four profitable Caſes, inſtead of One: Of all which; a 

its very likely, they d be depriv'd, were this Popiſh Di- 7 
frinttion of Divorces altogether extinct, and all divorc'd t 

Perſons publickly declar d entirely at Liberty, according g 

to God's Law, to marry. again, when and where they al 
picate. And thus I've faithfully communicated to you e 
| my 
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my Opinion concerning the ancient and modern Practice 


f Divorcements, more largely than I intended to have 
done. | 


Ihe ffth Particular that I, in the Beginning of this Letter 


undertook to ſhew, is, 7 hat I am not, in Point of Conſcience, 
concern'd to ſeck a Reconciliation with the Woman from whom 1 
am divorc d. In order to render this Matter, in few Words, 
very plain, I ſhall Appeal to your own Knowledge, and the 
Matters contain d in my Letter, intitul'd, A Letter truly 
repreſenting a Matrimonial Caſe, for the Truth of the fol- 
lowing Particulars. 3 5 

1. That it was her own repreſenting Herſelf, and her 
Circumſtances in a Manner very different from what was, 


to her own certain Knowledge, Truth concerning her and 
them, that induc'd me to enter into the State of Marri- 


age With her. 


':2,":That notwithſtanding J, even preſently after I was 
marry'd to her, became ſufficiently appriz d, that ſhe had, 


before Marriage, ſo notoriouſly 1mpos'd on me, in what 


related to Herſelf and her Circumſtances, asthat my Inter- 
marriage with her would,in all Likelihood, prove my Ruin, 
as well as it was then my immediate Diſgrace, yet I conti- 
nu'd to treat her in ſuch Manner as an honeſt, virtuous, 


and good Wife ought to be treated by a kind and indul- 
gent Huband, UNTIL I diſcover'd that ſhe, after her 


Marriage to me, and notwithſtanding my unmerited (as 
ſhe was a (Heat) kind Deportment of my ſelf towards 


her, atted, in almoſt every Particular, the Reverſe of what 


ſhe knew was her Duty towards me by Virtue of her Mar- 
riage-Covenant. 81 


3. That her own Miſmanagements, and Un- wife⸗ like 
Deportment of herſelf towards me, having induc'd me to 
exerciſe ſome Severities towards her, SHE and I came to 


Articles of Agreement tor our Living 1n a State of Separation 


during the thence forwards remaining Part of our Lives. 

4. That 1, on my Part, always after that, kept punctu- 
ally to, and actually pertorm'd whatever thoſe Articles of 
Agreement enjoin d me; and only requir'd of her, that ſhe 
too ſhould keep to, and perform what thoſe Articles of A. 
greement, drawn up by a Sollicitor of her own chuſing, 
and engroſs d after (he had given her voluntarily Gnſent 
to them, requir'd of her-: | 
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J. That notwithſtanding I duly perform'd whatever 


was incumbent on me by Virtue of the ſaid Aticles, 00 


the very frequently acted avowedly contrary to what 
new thoſe Articles requir'd of her; and that in Particu- 
lars which {he alſo knew tended directly and highly to 
my Diſrepmation, Injury, and Diſpleaſure. 


6. That upon my ſending her Word, that unleſs the'd, : 


for the Tyne then to come, act conformable to the Tenor 


of thoſe Articles, I'd no longer deem my {elf oblig'd to 


(and would not) perform what they requir'd of me; SHE, 


without ſeeking to make me eaſy in the Matter, or ſo 


much as promiſing a better Conformity to what ſhe had by 
thoſe Articles agreed to, caus d me to be cited into the 
Conſiſtory- Court of the Biſhop of London, in order to be di- 
dure d from me, Causd fevitie ; which Canſe ſhe proſecuted, 
brought the ſame to a Hearing, and obtain'd a Sentence 
of Divorce; whereby the is, in a judicial Way, intirely cut 
off from being (in my Opinion at leaſt) any more ONE 
FLESH with me, than ſhe was before I marry'd her. 
Now, the above-written Particulars being all Matters ef 
Fact, it is, I think, altogether 1mpoſſible that I can be at 
all concern d, in Point of Conſcience, to ſeek a Keconciliation 


with this Woman, ſo as to take her again to be my 


Wife. She had, I think, very little (or rather no) Cauſe 
to commence any Suit at all againſt me at Dactors-Cum- 
mons e But ſhe being determin'd to ſue me, ſhe might, as 
the certainly knew, as well have ſ#'d me, had ſhe thought 
fo fit, for a Reſtitution of Conjugal Rites, as for a Divorce + 


So that I deem her having inade Choice of the latter, an Ace- 


Znowledgment that (he wanted to have our Separation, which 
before depended on a private Agreement, publickly confirm d 
in a legal Way; which is now, at her own Election, done. 
She therefore, at the Commencement of her Suit, made her 
Choice ; ſhe purſu d her Choice; and I can't deem my ſelf, 
in Point of Conſcience, oblig d to diſturb her Enjoyment of 
that Choice, an eternal Divorce from my Bed and Habitation. 

But here a Difficulty may be ſtarted, namely, That the Precept of 
Aloſes for Di vorcements, only authorizes a Man to put. away his 
Wife, and not a Woman her Huſband : How therefore can it be /aw> 
Ful for a Woman to ſue out a Divorce from her Hausband? 

I anſwer, Moral Equity requires a Woman ſhould be as much at 
Liberty, on proper Occaſions, to ſue out a Divorce from her Huſband, 
as a Man from his Wiſe: So that this Caſe is within the Equity, tho? 
wot within the Letter, of that Precept. And the Words of our Savi- 
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vr, Mark x. 11, 12. compar'd with what he ſaith on that S He, 
March. V. 32. and Math. xix. 9. plainly infinuare the Legality of x 
Woman phe wen; ae FPuſband, Br the ſame Cauſe that Ma may 
his Wife. And Dr. IWhjby, in bis Aintations on 1 Cor. vii. 10. 
ſhews that it was in thoſe Days cuſtomary, both amongſt. the 
Jews and the Romans, for Women to divorce their Huſbands. . The 


Wife (ſays he) being after Marriage carry'd to the Houſe of her 


<. Huſband, her Divorce was calPd *aromrh, A ſending her away 


From by Houſe ;, and becauſe the woman, being not Miſtreſs of the 
* Houſe, could nor do this to the Man, but only leave his Honſe, 
that Divorce was call'd *arixali, A leaving of the Houſe, tho it 
« was conceiv'd in the uſual Form, Res tas tibi habeto; that is, 
* Take with you the Things that be yours. So that not Alimony, bur 
the Things that a Woman brought to her Husband, were, by thofs 
Days, deem'd to belong to her after a Divorce. Equity is the ſame 
ſtill, tho* the Judges of Equity be chang'd ; and perhaps not mach 
For the worſe neither ; for there were of Old, Judges, who neither 
fear d God, nor regarded Man, Luke xviii. 2. * 
The ſixth and laſt Particular that I, at the — — of this Let 
ter, undertook to ſhew, is, That Interqt and Religi 
Fett a Reconcili ation with the Woman from whom ] am now di vorc d. On 
ſecond Thoughts, I conceive this Particular * very well have 
been wholly omitted: For this Homan having been fo egregious a 
Cheat to me; behav'd herſelf ſo very ill whilſt the did live with 


me; ſworp the Peare againſt me; and now at laſt put me to all the 


Shame ſhe poſſibly could, in order to be judicially di voc from me, 
it can't be imagin'd that ſhe ſhould ever propoſe a Reconciliation, 
or once deſire to cohabit with me again, UNLESS ſhe ſhould be- 
come really MAD; which, as madly as the has acted, I do not wiſh 
ever to be her Fortune. A few Words therefore ſhall ſuffice in Ree 
lation to this Particular. (Iſt,) I deem it an abſolute certainty, 
that the Divorce whick this Woman has herſelf brought about; (tho? 
T ve paid for't, and therefore ought to have ſome Adyantage by'*r3 
has wrought an entire Dilution of the Bond of Marriage that was 


formerly between Her and Me - If therefore I ſtill find my ſelf ro 
want a Wife, and to have Courage ſufficient, after the matrimonial 


Rubs T've met with, to venture again into a matrimonial Nooſe, I 
may doubtleſs, as O/d as T am, and as Pad as the Caſe is with me, 
be accepted of by ſome Female or another, who is Hoxeſter, Junger, 
Richer, and better bumour'd than Mrs. Eliz. Pritchard + One who, 
inſtead of Railing at me, inventing falſe Stories of me, Curſing and 
Swearing at me, hurling Stone-Mugs at my Head, Piſs-Pors in my 
Face, [Searing the Peace againſt me, ec. and at laſt ſuing to be 
divorc'd from me; Will (as ſhe ought) love me, make much of me, 
ſhake e of me, take Care of my Concerns faithfully, be diligent 
and take Delight in Obeying and humouring me, and 3 bring me 
nan Offspring to continue my Name when I my ſelf ſhall be nv more. In 
Marriage with fuch a Woman, (ſhould it ever be my Fortune) I may 
juſtly = my ſelf, that which, I think, I never was * in Reality, an 
HUSBAND.” Intereſt therefore obliges me to reject a 

that is, a 3 with this Never. was-pleas d Woman, ſhould 
the, as it is not reaſonable to conceive ſhe ever will, defire it. And 


as for Religion, the End of Marriage being, that Man might have an 


Help-meet for him, he who takes à Woman to Wife that lie bh 
: | and, 


on 0 lige me to re- 


a Reconciliation, 
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hand knows will not, or cannot anſwer the Ends of Marriage, muſt | 
= | neceſſarily offend God in ſo doing. Beſides, St. Paul ſaith, Be not 

wnegually yo d, which I experimentally found I formerly was with 
her who is now ſeparated from me. (2dly,) Should I, on the Whore 
ef Babylon's Authority, believe, as the Papiſts pretend they do, that 
a Divorce from' Bed and Bgard does not work a Difſo/ution of the ma- 
erimonial Bond ; but th er ſuch a Divorce, the Bond of Marriage 
remains firm: (A Hhim altogether as abſurd and ridiculous as the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, where a Man is oblig'd to believe 
that is Fleſh, which he ſees is Bread 3) YET till, as will be own*d 
by all Men, Intereſt and Religion obliges every Man to take what ho- 
neſt Care he can for the Proſtvats on and Security of his own Proſperity, 
Peace, Quiet, Eaſe, Tranquility of Mind, &c. which, as to Me, this, 
Woman very much obſtructed when ſhe did live with Me; and I cer- 
tainly have not any Reaſon to expect, that ſne d Comport herſelf bet- 
ter the ſecond Time, (was ſhe to be try d) than ſhe did the fte Shed 
doubtleſs be ai ways the ſame. However, was ſhe (as would be Mad- 
eſs to expect) to become as good a Wifeas any is on Earth, it muſt, 
in that Caſe, I think, be allow'd as morally impoſſible that I, after 
having been abus d in the Manner I have been by her, could ever 
have any Love or Value for her; without which, all would be wrong 
ſtill. Beſides, how ihnould I convince the People that I am not my 
ſelf Diſtraed,down-right MAD, to Riſque under-going again all the 
Perplexities that ſhe has hitherto brought upon me, and exercis'd 
me with, even that of being ſ to a Divorce not excepted? _ 
In ſhort, it's not conſiſtent with Prudence for either the One or the 
Other of us to defire (or admit of) becoming henceforwards ONE 
FLESH : Which, indeed, in the Opinion of a preſume) every Cler- 
Sy-manin England, we never yet, in Reality, bave been: For, pre- 
Vious to the Marriage, the Parſon ſxys, I REQUIRE and charge you 
both, that if either of you know any Impediment, why ye may not be 
lawfully join'd together in Matrimony, ye do now confeſs it. FOR be 
ye well 45 ur d, that ſo many as are coupled together otherwiſe than God's 
Word doth allow, are not join'd together by God, neither is their Ma- 
trimony /awful. SHE did know ſuch an Impediment, or rather ma- 
ny Impedi ments, namely, that ſhe was not the Woman ſhe d made me 
believe ſhe was, either as to her Perſon, her Qualifications, or her 
Circumſtances, but was a mere IMPOSTOR : She knew her barrex 
WOMB, and a Multitude of other Matters, (of all which ſhe knew 
I was ignorant) render'd her entirely wafit to be an Help-meet, that 
is, a Mife for me: She conccal'd all thoſe Impediments, or rather 
gory **M over with a Shew of their Contraries; An honeſt Wife 
he'd been; Eight children {he*d had; Good Circumſtances ſhe was in, 
&c. ALL Inipoſition and a Cheat. Thus it's plain ſhe never was 
my lawful Hife; and that Shew of a Marriage, which wes between 
us, being, thro* her own Means, (tho* with an ill Deſign) taken a- 
away, I hold my ſelf, in Point of Conſcience, entirely freed from 
her, and, in Point of Intereſ# and Religion, Oblig'd to keep ſo. PII 
add no more, but that I am, | po ON 
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th) it be altogether foreign from the Defign of 
my Lerter, ro ſay any Thing in Relation to the 
Proceedings that have been in this Cauſe in the ſe- 
veral ſpiritual Courts (as th:y*re call'd, for I ima- 
gine that there's more CARNALITY than Syiri- 
tuality in ſome of their Proceedings) in which it has already 
been; yet, conſidering that an Information therein may be wel- 
come to you, III ſubjoin a ſhort Account thereof, which be | 
pleas'd to take as follows; viz. A Citation iſſuing out of the | 
Conſiſtory-Court of the Biſhop of the Diozeſs, bring ſerv'd on me 
an September 1711, I, in Obedience thereto, appear'd on the 
23d Day of Ofober enſuing, by a Proctor in that Court; my 
Proctor having receiv*d the pretended Libel, at my Directions, I 
he confeſs'd the Marriage, and deny'd the pretended CRUEL- — 
FIES; which being done, I, as I was advis'd, gave an Anſwer, 
on Oath, to the Matters ſuggeſted in the ſajd pretended Libel, 
excepting in Relation to the ſaid pretended Cruelties, as to which 
J infiited, as in ſuch Caſes is uſual, that I was not oblig'd by 
Law to anſwer. Matters ſtanding thus, Witneſſes were by the 
other Party produc') and ſworn, and afterwards examin'd on | 
the Producent's Libel, and on certain Interrogatories exhibited 
by me, in order to ſet the ſaid pretended CRUELTIES, and 
my. FACULTIES, that is, my annual Income and Subjtance, in 
a true Light before the COURT, that (as I thought, and was 
told) — 4 a Sentence might be pronounc'd in the Cauſe as ſhould 
be agreeable to Juftice, Law, and Equity! As to the pretended 
 CRUELTIES, if ſome of the Vitneſſes hyperboliz'd, and repre- 
ſented them worſe than they really were, I hold them in ſome 
Meaſure excuſable, becauſe I think they, the ſaid pretended 
Cruelties, ought, on Account of the Provocations given, to 
have been at leaſt as bad as any one of the ſaid Witneſſes has 
depos'd concerning them. e 
As to my FACULTIES, the eighth Article of the ſaid Li- 
zel ſuggeſts as follows, viz. That the ſaid—— i a Doctor or 
Practitioner in Phyſick, and thereby gets five hundred Pounds 
per Annum, as HE himſelf hath confeſs'd and declar'd 5 and 
keeps two Maid-ſervants and a Man to wait on him. To bal- 
lance this Article, I caus'd han” us to be — 


Sta 202 | 
the following Words, viz. CAN yon, of your own Knowledge, 
depoſe to the Income and Profits of the Miniſtrant? If yea, do 


you not know or believe, that he is at great, and what F.xpences 
in printing and diſperfing printed Bills in relation to certain 


Cares he is Kill'd in, and for Drugs, Medicines, chymical Pre- 


parations, Houſe-Rent, Houſe-keeping, Pariſh-Taxes, and Ser- 
vants Wages? And that his Diſburſements ſince the Time of his 
ſaid Marriage have exceeded his Incomes? And that by his ba- 
wing been oblig'd to negle his proper Buſineſs, to attend the liti- 
gated Affairs his ſaid Marriage brought him into, his removing 
from Dl2ce to Place, and the Diſreputation of marrying the Pro- 
ducent have mich prejudic'd his Practice in Phyſick, and ren- 
der'd the annual Income thence ariſing much leſs than in Times 
paſt it has been? : | | 
The Witneſs firſt examin'd, in Anſwer to the ſaid 8th Arti- 
cle, ſaid, That ever ſince bis this Deponent's frſt Knowledge of 
him the ſaid —— he the ſaid hath pretended to be a Doctor 
and Practitioner in Phyſickx; and the ſaid —— ſoon after his 
Marriage 20 the ſaid told this Deponent, that he took, in his 
Practice, to the Value of between two and three hundred Pounds 
a Year; and this Deponent knows that he now doth, or lately 
did, and for ſeveral Years paſt, hath kept two Servam- Maids, 
In Antwer-to my ſaid Interrogatory, this Witneſs ſaid, That he 
cannot, of hisown Knowledge, depoſe to the Income and Profits 
ef the Miniſtrant ; and this Deponent believes, that his Expen- 
ces in printing, and diſperſing printed Bills, and for Drugs, Me- 
dicines, chymical Preparations, Houſe-Rent, Houſe-keeping, 
Pariſh-Taxes, and Scrvants Wages , and his Diſburſements 
fince the Time of his Marriage, have been very chargeable to bim, 
and that by his being oblig'd to neglect his own Buſineſs to at- 
tend thelitigated Affairs his ſaid Marriage brought him into, his 


removing from Tlace to Place, and Diſreputation of marrying 


the Producent,þbis Practice in Phyſick hath been much prejudic'd, 
and his annual Income thence ariſing much leſs than in Times paſt. 

The Witnels next exainin'd, in Anſwer to the {aid 8th Arti- 
cle, laid, That the ſaid . during the Time of this Deponent's 


doing with him, as predepos'd, practis'd Phylick, as this Depo- 


nent hath heard, and believes he has done ever ſince 5 and ſaith, 
that within the Time of her ſaid Service, ſhe hath HEARD Bim 
ſoy, That he got between four and five hundred Pounds a Tear; 
and this Deponent hath heard, that he now keeps two Servant- 
Aid, and lices 
this Witneſs laid, That ſhe cannot, of ber own Knowledge, depoſe 
et the Income and Profits of the Miniſtrant, any otherwiſe than 
as he declar'd himſelf, as by her predepos'd ; and this Reſpondent 
believes h: is at great Expences in printing, and diſperſing printed 


Bills, in relation t9 certain Cures that he is frilld in, and for 
ob Drugs, 


In Anſwer to my ſaid Interrogatory, 


3 C9893: 
Drugs, Medicines, chymical Preparations, Houſe-Rent, Houſes» 
keeping, Pariſh-Taxes, and Servants Wages. 

Another Vitneſs, in anſwer to the ſaid 8th Article, ſaid, 
That the ſaid doth pretend to be a Practitioner or Doctor 
in Phyſick; and this Deponent hath heard him SAY before he 
marry'd the ſaid —— that he could maintain a Wife as well as 


any Gentleman who had four or five hundred Pounds; and 


this Deponent knows, that for ſome Years before his Marriage 
to the ſaid\ —, he kept two Maids, and a Foot-manz 


and this Deponent hath heard, that he now keeps two Women 


Servants. In anſwer to my aid Interrogatory, this Witneſs 


laid, That ſhe cannot, of her own Anowledge, depoſe to the 


Income and Profits of the Miniſtrant; but this Reſpondent be- 
lieves he is at great Expences in printing, and diſperſing printed 
Bills, in Relation to certain Cures he is till'd in, Medicines, 


chymical Preparations, Houſe-Rent, Houſe-keeping, Pariſh 


| Taxes, and Servants Wages. . | 

Another Wizneſs, in anſwer to the ſaid eighth Article, ſaid, 
That the ſaid „ for all the Time of this Deponent's Anow- 
| ledge of him, hath profeſs'd himſelf to he a Doctor in Phyfick, and 
believes be gets very well by his Practice as ſuch ; and thu Depo- 
nent hath heard, and believes, that he now keeps two Women Ser- 
vants, as he conſtantly did during the Time thu Deponent knew 
him to live in Half-Moon- Court predepos'd of , at which Place 


alſo he kept a Foot- Boy. This Witneſs, in Anſwer to my ſaid 


Interrogatory, ſaid, That fhe cannot, of her own Knowledge, de- 
poſe to the Income and Profits of the Miniſtrant; and this 
Deponent believes that he i at ſome Expences in printing, and 
diſper ſing printed Bills, and for Drugs, Medicines, chymical 
Preparations, Houſe-Rent, Houſe-keeping, Pariſh-Taxes, and 
Servants Wages. 5 
TEMPLE-pump'd NAN, the Fleet-flreet Walker, who ('tis 
ſaid) took a Progreſs, 1705, into Suffolk, to be got with Child, 
becauſe ſhe found by Experience that London VESSEY could 
not do it, in Anſwer to the ſaid eighth Article, laid, That fbe 
knoweth that the ſaid ——= doth pretend to be a Doctor or Pra- 
ctitioner in Phyfick, and prints and gives out Bills ar a ACK 
DOCTOR, th Deponent verily BELIEVES be u; and ths 
Deponent believes he has very good Bulineſs in ſuch hu Employ- 
ment; and during the Time thu Deponent knew him to live in 
the ſaid Court, be kept for ſome Time an Houle-keeper, two Vo- 
men Servants, and a Man to wait on him, at the ſame Time; and 
after hs Marriage to the ſaid —, two Maids and a Foot-man, 
one of which Maids the ſaid -—— turn'd off ſoon after her Mar- 
riage, as this Deponent hath been inform'd, and believes that he 
now keeps two Women Servants, This NAN Pretty-Pace (which 
laid Pretty-Face of her's is, you 1 {aid to make (or _ 
BO n 2 | | or 


e 
for) Sauce for her japan'd A—ſe) being examin'd on my ſaid 
| Interrogatory, ſaid, That ſhe cannot of her own Knowledge depoſe 
to the Income and Profits of the Miniſtraut; and th# Reſpon- 


dent believes, that he muſt be at ſome Expences in printing, and 


diſperſing Bills in Relation to Cures he # ſeill'd in, and for Drugs, 
Me.icines, chymical Preparations, Houſe-Rent, Houſe-keep- 
ing, Pariſh-Taxes, and Servants Wages, £ 3 
Thus I have tranſcrib'd, NAMES excepted, the whole Proof 
of Faculties in every of the Vitneſſes own Words; which Proof, 
you ſee, conſiſts of Matters the Witneſſes (according to their 
Depoſitions) obſerv'd, and heard, ſome of them before my Mar- 
riage, which was more than fix Years before theſe Depoſitions 
were taken, and ALL of them before my Removal from MHalf- 
Moon-Court, which was more than Zhree Years before the ſaid 


Depoſitions were taken; excepting cnly that the ſaid Vitneſſes 


Have depog'd, that they have HEARD, and do Believe that I, 


even at the Time the ſaid Depoſitions were taken, kept two Ser- 


vants, A WONDERFUL Proof of PRESENT Faculties 


Elpecially if it be conſider'd, that this pretended Proof of Fa- 


culties was attended (as my Lerter more fully informs you) with 
a poſitive and plain Proof, that iince my ſaid Marriage I had been 


zmpriſon'd for my pretendedly rich Wife's Debts, had had fix ſe- 


veral Suits in Chancery, and others at common Law, about her 
Afairs, and had not zhen (as I have not yet) recover'd ſo much 
Money as my Law- Expences had then amounted unto, and was 
not likely ever fo to do; but was then (as I am now i) pro- 
ſecuted for more than TWO HUNDRED Pounds on her Ac- 
count, Well, attended with this wonderful Proof of preſent 
Faculties, the Cauſe came to be heard, in March laſt, before a 
certain Mad. houſe Doctor's half-blind Naue-ſake; and this 
Proof (ſuch as it is) of Faculties happen'd, I conceive, to be 
laid before him on nis Mind Side, and the Proof of Cruelties on 


his other Side; whereupon (not having Sight on both Sides) 


he pronounc'd a Decretal Order, partly juſt, and partly other- 
wi/e ; the juſt Part (or that which I had no Obje#ions againfl) 
1 acquieſc'd with; and, as I was advis'd, appeal'd from the o- 
zher Part, to a ſuperior Court 53 the Judge of which ſeems to be 
nearly of BETTY's #0r2h ! Before this new Fudge the Cauſe 
wes brought with all convenient Speed to a Hearing: At which 
Time, to my Surprize, I obſerving him inclin'd ro Remit the 
ſaid Cauſe back to the half-blind Judge, and that without my 
Anſwer to the Libel having ever been read to him, or I, by my 
Advocate, heard (as had been regueſted) in Law, as to the Suf- 


fciency of the pretended Proof of Faculties; I found Means to 


prevent the immediate Remiſion of the Cauſe, and ſoon after, 


(which I hope was no Crime) ſent him a Letter in the follow- 


1:2 ford, NAMES excepred. 3 
| | | SIR), 
ET 


j ͤũů6w T. m ,,,], 


NES Rags 
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HAT Dr. ———, the Tudge below, Bad very little Regard 
JF 70 L. Equity, and june, in 77 onmuncing that Part of 
hs De. r-ta Or er in the Cauſe let een he and my Wife, that 
decrees me #0 pay heir 28. Nu for Alimony, every Man (I 
humbly preſume) may be fully convinc'd, by conſidering, (ft.) 


That previous to hi decreeing ſuch Alimouy, he ſhould have been 


convinc'd, by good Proof, that my annual Incoines amount za 
more than 100 l. clear of all Deductions of all my neceſſary an- 
nua Expences. (2dly,) That he (good Man) could not be con. 


vinc'd, by the Proofs laid before him, that my annual In.omes, 


for five Years paſt, have, now do, or ever for the future, will a- 
mount to, clear of ſuch Deductions, ſo much as ON E Shilling! 
All that was pretended for a Proof of Faculties, whereupon he 
gravely decre:d thi Alimony, was, a Proof that I confeſs d, five 


Tears ago, that I then took 300 l. (one Witneſs ſaid 500 l.) a 


Year by my Buſineſs, that ic, by the Sale of Medicines : But all 
the Witneſſes declar'd, (on Oath) that they could not depoſe, of 
their own Knowledge, either as to my Profits or Diſburſements : 
S that here was not any Proof that I had Faculties, or any In- 
come that ſurmounted my neceſſary Expences, even at that Time 5 
for a Man may certainly take more than 300 l. (or 500 |.) by the 
Sale of Medicines in a Years Time, without having thereby ſav'd 


clear fo much as 103. IT fear it us the Fate of many Men to take 
a great deal of Money, in their ſeveral Methods of Commerce, 
with but little Profit, otherwiſe we ſhould not (I believe) have 


fo many Bankrupts. And the Materials of which Medicines are 


compos'd, are, ſome of them, very chargeable, and yet the Medi- | 


eines made up of them, if not ud whilſt they continue good, muſt 


be caft away: $ that the Gain ariſing by the Preparation and Sale 
of Medicines, can't be ſo conſiderable as ſome imagin ; eſpecially 


when the ſame depend on ſuch expenſive Publications as I have 


always us'd. And here being no Proof (as there certainly uw not) 
that IT had any Faculties, at the Time I am ſaid to have confeſ- 
_ ſed Faculties, that is, five Years ago; how much leſs can that 
_ five-Ve-ars-ago-Confeſlion Ze a good Proof of my having Facul- 


ties NOW ? He that five Years ago was worth 1oooo]. may 

not now be worth rod. And he that by any Buſineſs, Employ, 

or Trade whatſoever, (Places of ſettled Salaries excepted) clear d 
100 J. a Year then, may not, by that Buſineſs, Employ, or Trade, 
have clear'd ſo many Pence in the Year laſt paſt, nor be capable of 
ſo doing, either in this preſent Year, or in any ſubſequent Tear 
whilſt he lives, ſhould that be as long as Methuſalem did; eſpe- 
cially in Caſe he ſhall be perpleæ' d with a Variety of Suits in Law, 

be impriſon d, and be toſs'd from one Habitation to another, as I 
for five Years paſt have been, and probably during Life muſt be : 


| For I am ftill a Defendant in two Suits depending (on my Wife's 


Account) 


” 
— « 


ry . 
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Account) in Chancery, and have now, as for ſome Months paſt I 
» Bave had, a Bill up for letting my Houſe, after which *tis proba- 
dle I ſhall never be Maſter of another, However, I conceive, "tis 
evident, that in Caſe the ſaid Judge below had had (as he had 
not) ſubſtantial Proof that I had very confiderable Faculties five 
Tears ago, that could not have amounted to a Proof of my having 
the ſame (or any) Faculties NOW. Therefore (T humbly con- 
ceive) HE ought to bluſh, that he has admitted of ſo groundleſs 
a Proof of my having had Faculties five Tears ago, as a ſufficient 
Proof of my Ä ſuch Faculties NOW, as may juftify his de- 
creeing an Eight-and-twenty-Pounds a Year Alimony for the 
Woman, whoſe Circumſtances, by the Proofs before him, appear 
0 have been my Ruin! And farther, in Caſe he conceiv'd he had 
* good Proof, that five Years ago I had conſiderable Faculties, and 
thereupon thought he might ſafely PRESUME it probable that I 
enjoy the fame ſtill, T would ſubmit it to his own (or any Man's) 
Determination, whether EVERY Fudge, to avoid —_ Injuſtice, 
be not oblig'd in Conſcience to found all his judicial Sentences 
and Decrees on PROY'D Certainties, and not on PRESUM'D 
Probabilities, If any Judge ſhall act otherwiſe, be certainly muſt 
be ſuch a Judge as neither fears GOD (Luke xviii. 4.) nor re- 
gards MAN ; and I hope our Eccleſiaſtical Courts afford no ſuch, 
if my Anſwer given in (on Oath) to the Libel, might have been 
read as Evidence in the Cauſe, he could have decreed but very 
little Alimony, becauſe it therein appears that I now have, and, 
for ſome Years paſt, have had but a very fmall (if any) annual In- 
come, over and above my neceſſary annual Expences. And bowT 
can be aſſur d that T ſhall, in any Tear yet to come, clear more Mo- 
ney than I did in that laſt paſt, (which was none at all) I know 
not. And if my ANSWER, becauſe given in without bein 
CALL'D for, muſt be diſregarded, (for Fear of un a FOR- 
fLALITY, tho* in order to do impartial FUSTICE) I humbly pre- 
ſume he ought to have been guided in decreeing Alimony by ſome 
poſitive Proof of preſent Faculties: And, in that Caſe, fhe having 
made NO Proof of preſent Faculties, T ſee not how he could, in 
FUSTICE, decree her ANY Alimony. Where Nothing is, No- 
thing can be Bad. What then ſhall Tſurmiſe induc'd him to pro- 
nounce that Parggof his ſaid deeretal Order? Shall I furmiſe, 
(e, That be was of Opinion, that becauſe my Wife could not 
PROVE that ] have Faculties, therefore it was his Duty to PRE- 
SUME I have ſome ? Or, (zdly,) That he imagin'd it agreeable 
20 Law and Juſtice, that a Min, who has not any Faculties, 
Should be decreed to allow 28 l. yearly to a bad Wife(who had ruin'd 
him) for Alimony ? Or, (Zaly,) An honeft Deſign of making 
me try my Friends, to raiſe Money to expend amongſt Advocates - 
and Proctors, in order to be reliev'd againſt bis oppreſſive Decree ? 
Or, (4thiy,) That he was of Opinion à Reconciliation hezween 
3 9 ON Ne 
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we and my Wife would be for our mutual Advantage z and there | 


upon afſign'd her ſuch Alimony as he was well afſur'd I cannos _ 


pay, preſuming I ſhould be thereby compell'd to court her for a Re- 
conciliation, and that his good Intention of contributing (by that 
Means) towards bringing it about, would attone for the Injuſtice | 
of his Decree ? H this was, as probably it might be the Caſe, he © 
ought to have conſider d, that *tis repugnant ( Rom, iii. 8.) to the 
Chriſtian Religig for any Man to do EVIL, that GOOD may 
come on't; ann more muſt it be fo in an Eccleſiaſtical Judge, 
whilſt 4.75 o Leaat of Juſtice, and repreſenting him, who 


is Hab. it purer Eyes than to behold Evil. Beſides, 
e might eaſih have obſerv'd, from the Proofs in the Cauſe, that 
ſhe is ſuch Moman as I can't by any Means (were we reconcil d) 

e 


hne live comfortably with; and, conſequently, that his o 
ive Decree 57 15 rather put ga ſeeking my Bread | 
(which muſt, perhaps, at laſt be my Furtune) in ſome other Part of 
the N here I may be ſafe from HER, and from WRITS 
FO. 4 communicated Perſons to Priſon without Bail or 
Mainprize, than on either endeavouring or admitting of a Re- 
conciliation with her, or on any vain Attempt of paying (in Com- 
plaiſance to his Decree) EIGHT and twenty Pounds yearly out 
of NOTHING ! But, Sir, the Cauſe is now before Dr, B- 
who is, I hope, a more conſiderate, juſt, and impartial Judge; 
one that will not ſo far deviate from the Dictates of Law, ſuſtice, 
_ Chriſtianity, and Humanity, as either wittingly and wilfully, or 
precipitantly, to put the laſs Hand to be Ruin or Baniſhment of 
a Man already reduc'd even to Penury and Want, by Means of a 
lewd Woman, who, under Pretence of being a Fortune, a Wo- 
man of Vertue, and of good Extraction, circumvented him into a 
Marriage with her, and thereby brought him immediately into a 
Priſon for her Debts ; and then, in her uſual Behaviour towards 
him, and in the Management of herſelf and her Affairs, receded 
ſo far from the Duty of a Wife, as mine has done, as, in a great 
Meaſure, appears from the Proofs in the Cauſe, and as will more 
fully appear by a PAMPHLET I fhall publiſh, when the Cauſe is © 
determin'd, with ſome REMARXS on that. The THREE firſt 
half Sheets of which Pamphlet I have herewith inclos'd, preſu- 
ming they may be explanatory of the Proofs, and my Anſwer to 
ber Libel, which (I'm told) are already before you. And when 
vou ſhall be well appriz'd how ill a Liver, how notorious a Cheat, 
and how bad a Wife this Woman has been, and how much I have 
been impos*d on, abus'd, and ruin'd by her, and that I am even 
till liable to be again impriſon'd for her Debts, I make no Scru- 
le to promiſe my ſelf that youll evidently ſee the Injuſtice of the 
ade belo w's decretal Order; and, as I have appeal'd to you for 
ſuſtice, afford me ſuch Relief therein, as is agreeable to Law 


and © 
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> (excepting that of your 70 1 rhis Trouble ) of, 


it came. But the Court-Day following, his P/ayſhipy # 2 


1 6; and then, by Mag- Art, ſent this Cauſe (inviſebly) back On, 
COND Time! So that inould his preſent GRAFT fail, I conceive 


as Dr. Newton, or 


#anded St. Paul to be ſmitten cyatiarydabe: 


N 
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ere, Funþley” and only Requeſt 


RT HF SIR, 


I.“ 8. 1912. Dur humble Servant, 

ö 5 8 * . a *. 3 a 4 N 3 4 ; . ans — 
. This Letter his Worthineſs recerv*d, when he was it ſeems, coms- 
P9722 cally minded, andthereupon he (I'm told) to che three inclos'q 
Half Sheets for a PLA! Blefs us! an FEccleſiaftilWhiudee's Hed run 
. of Plays Well, that Can't e help'd ! Howe ext Time I 
law his Worthineſs in Foro Eccleſtaſtico, T again, ] 

by my Advocate, (1ſt,) That my Anſwer to rh 
in the Court as Evidence. (zdly,) Thar I Hine 


this Cauſe (dowbtleſs by Inchantment, for no Mort* 
hich Way it came) before him again, condemn'd me ini 


he'd make an excellent Fellow at CUPS and BALLS! 
* To' have allow'd my Anſwer to live been read in Court, and that 
as Evidence, in all Points wherein it does not (as I aver it does not 


In any) contradict other Evidence, would have been, I think, but 


impartial Zuſtice. However, III hold a {mall Wager, That (if you'll 
conſult them) neither the learned Dr. Newton, nor tlie more exalted 
Dr. Betteſworth, can make it appear, that his beforeſaid PLAY=ſþip 
WORTHINESS'S REFUSAL to allow me, by my Advocate, to be 
heard before him in Law, was not very great INJUSTICE. For 
HE (his Playſhip Worthineſs I mean) muſt doubtleſs know, as well 
Dr. Bett. ſworth either, that in Cafe of a Divorce froni 
(as term'd) Bed and Board, the Eccleſiaſtical Fudge is not allowed, by 
the cancu- Lam, to affign the Woman for Alimony MORE than One 
third Part, nor LESS than On? fifth Part of the Money ibe ihall po- 
ſitively and fully prove the Eſtate, Trade, or Buſmeſs of the Man from 
whom the is divorc'd, brings in annually, clear of all neceſſary annu- 
al Expences. So that hac his Vorthineſs allow'd the LAW to have been 
laid before him, he muft, I believe, either have bidden Def.ance to 
the Law, or have reduc d the EIGHT and twenty Pounds a Year Ali- 
mony to (t molt) EIGHT and twenty Shillings; which would Kill 
have been ar leatt EIGHT and twenty Times more than Can, either 
by the Proofs in the Cauſe, or by any other Means, be made appear to 
be due, in JUSTECE and EQUITY, from me to the Woman who has 
ſu'd me ro 4 DIVORCE. But ro excuſe his Worthineſs as far as I can, 
P11 ſuppoſe him ſo taken np with Plays, as that he never reads the 
Scriptures, and conſequently could nor know that Goc hath ſaid, 
Lev .Xix. 15. Je ſhall do no Unrighteouſueſsin Fudgment. Or probably 
he may be allow'd to ple. d PRESCRIPTION ; namely, that Time 
out of Mind Eccleſtaſtical fudges have been accuſtom d to act contrary 
to Law. For wrappers by Acts xxiil. 1, 2, 3. that Eccleſiaſtical Judge 


ANANIAS, u ilſt be was litting in Fudgment on St. Paul, com- 
o Farewel to him. 
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